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Interest Groups

Page 2
                        

Why are interest groups so common in
 the U.S.?
 More cleavages/differences in American society.
 Constitutional System-lots of entrance points
 Weakness of political parties

Page 3
                        

Birth of Interest Groups
 Early Period - During the 1770s there were a number who agitated for American Independence
 1830s-1860s - Anti-Slavery, Religious Associations
 1900s on - NAACP, American Farm Bureau, Farmers’ unions, 1960s and 1970s were BOOM years
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What explains the rise of interest groups?
 Broad Economic Developments created new interests and redefined old ones
 Governmental Policy - wars create veterans, veterans interest groups, people who can become a lawyer, doctor qualifications
 Charismatic leaders that can gain a following for their interest
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Political organizations do not emerge automatically, even when government policy permits them and social circumstances seem to require them. Organization leaders are needed and are usually young and caught up in the social movements
 The more activity the government undertakes, the more organized groups there will be that are interested in those acitivites
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What is an Interest Group
 Any organization that seeks to influence public policy
 Examples: American Council on Education, American Cotton Manufacturers, NRA, NAACP, AMA, Sierra Club
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Kinds of Organizations
 Institutional Interests
 individuals or organizations representing other organizations
 over 500 firms have a representative in the Capital
 Interested in issues of vital concern to their clients
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Institutional cont.
 Examples: American Council on Education claims to speak for most institutions of higher education. American Cotton Manufacturers Institute represents southern textile mills
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Why do some people join?
 Solidary Incentives - Sense of pleasure, status, or companionship that comes from being part of a small group.
 You need small, local chapters in order to obtain this (national chapters are too big)...for example: PTA, League of Women’s Voters
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Why do people join?
 Material Incentives
 services readily valued in monetary terms. For Example, discount prices, market products.
 AARP recruits by offering lower life insurance costs
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Why do people join?
 Purposive Incentives
 The appeal of the stated goals (ideological interest goals)
 These people feel passionately and have a strong sense of duty.
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Influences of the staff -
 many issues affect different members differently
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Interest Groups and Social MovementsSocial movement - widely shared demand for change in some aspect of the social or political order
 Examples: Civil Rights in the 1960s, Environmental movement in the 1970s
 Can be triggered by a scandal, activities of a leader, coming of age of a new generation
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Funds for Interest Groups
 Membership organizations have more trouble than most other types of interest groups
 Dues and
 Foundations Grants - foundations give them grants
 Federal Grants and Contracts - to support some project the group has undertaken, not the lobbying itself
 Direct Mail - raise money and mobilize supporters
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Activities of Interest Groups
 Supply Credible Information - Legislators must take a position on a large number of issues that they are not experts on. Need a credible expert. Value of this information is often greatest on narrow or technical issues that legislators are unable to gather for themselves
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Raising Public Support
 Recent trend is GRASSROOTS MOBILIZATION.
 Designed to create direct political pressures on officials.
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Creating PACS and making campaign contributions
 Not as effective as you would think
 Often members of Congress will take the money but still make decisions for themselves.
 Labor PACS almost exclusively give $ to Democrats and business PACs split between Dems and Repubs
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Employing Former government officials
 Hundreds of people leave government jobs to work as lobbyists. Called the “revolving door”

Page 19
                        

Seizing opportunities through protest and disruption
 these have been considered more acceptable since the 1960s. INterest groups on both ends of the spectrum have used public displays and disruption to publicize their causes.
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Leading Litigation
 Inters groups have financed and provided legal representatives in many landmark Supreme Court cases, such as Brown v Board of Education
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Outsider Strategy
 Individualistic - Radio, fax machines, people can directly get in touch with officials
 Insider Strategy
 Work closely with a few key members of Congress to exchange information and favors
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Money and PACs
 Money is one of the less effective ways by which interest groups advance their causes. This is due to the change in campaign finance laws.
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Rapid Growth of PACs -
 so many that now there will be money on every conceivable side of an issue. As a result, Congress can take money and still decide for themselves how to vote.

Page 24
                        

Regulating Interest Groups
 Interest group activity is protected by the First Amendment
 Law in 1995 broadened who is a lobbyists...makes them register with the House and Senate. They have to report the names of their clients, their income and expenditures, the issues on which they work BUT these do not extend to grassroots organizations
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Tax Codes and campaign finance laws are huge restrictions. They can losse their tax-exempt status of a non-profit if they lobby. A PAC can spend no more than 5,000 on an individual

Page 26
                        

AMA (American Medical Association)
 Sierra Club
 National Rifle Association
 National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
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