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Interest Groupsand Lobbying
 Chapter 6
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Interest Groups and Lobbying

Page 3
                        

Interest Groups in the Political Process
 • Interest group: an organization that tries to influence the government’s programs and policies
 • Lobby: like an interest group, but focused on trying to influence elected officials
 • Public affairs committee: fund-raising organization that tries to influence elections
 Groups may include various combinations of these three factors
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Interest Groups in the Political Process
 • Philosophical rationale for interest groups:– Founders held people in a free society will
 always pursue their interests
 • Interest groups protected by First Amendment– Courts recognize interest group rights in terms
 of: free speech, assembly, petition government, press•Contributions and ads are forms of political
 speech
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Interest Groups in the Political Process
 • Texas lobbying and contribution laws lax– Relative to federal campaigns and other states
 • Businesses and industries lobby advantage– Have money and other resources at their
 disposal– The most wealthy organizations are best poised
 to make significant contributions and other gifts.
 • Business-friendly state reputation– Related to the ties the law allows between
 lawmakers and business/industry
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Interest Groups in the Political Process
 • One-party states tend to have powerful interest groups.– Lack of electoral competition means party leaders do
 not worry opposition party will investigate– Less ability for counter-interest groups to influence
 • Interest groups and elected officials build relationships over time and keep them.– Party leaders may move up in rank or office.
 •Same people and party majority remain in place
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Interest Groups in the Political Process
 • Interest groups perform many functions:– Speak on behalf of members– Mobilize citizens– Keep citizens informed about issues– Hold officials accountable– Litigate on behalf of individuals
 • Individuals cannot do these tasks on their own.– Time, access to policy makers, logistical
 operations
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Interest Groups and PolicyMakers
 • Why join an interest group?– Groups have resources that individuals lack:
 •Time•Money•Expertise•Continuity
 – Few have an abundance of all of the above to devote to singular issues, campaigns, or causes.
 • Combined effort accomplishes more
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Interest Groups and PolicyMakers
 • It is hard for even a concerned citizen to stay:– Sufficiently informed– In touch with officials– Interested over a long time period– In contact through donations with key officials
 • Interest groups do all of these easily• Professional organizations whose job it is
 to advocate on member (or client) behalf
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Day in the Life of a Legislator
 • 7–8 A.M.: Members’ Prayer Group • 7:45–9 A.M.: United Methodist Women of Texas breakfast • 10–11 A.M.: House session • 11:30 A.M.–3:30 P.M.: Texas Association of Insurance and
 Financial Advisers lunch • 12–12:30 P.M.: Students’ wagon-train event • 4:30–5 P.M.: Mexican American Legislative Caucus meeting • 5–8 P.M.: Texas Chiropractors Association reception-dinner • 5–7 P.M.: TXU Corp. event • 6–8 P.M.: Mexican American Bar Association legislative
 reception
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Types of Interest Groups and Lobbyists
 • Interest groups have a multipronged strategy:– Influence public opinion– Inform policy makers of their views– Elect supportive policy makers
 • Some groups are large enough to have their own lobbyists; some hire a firm.
 • Groups may team up– Share data, strategy, and lobbyists
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Types of Interest Groups and Lobbyists
 • Texas legislators – Cannot be paid directly by lobbyists– Earn just $600/mo. and $150/day while in
 session– Lobbyists can cover office-related expenses.
 •Hotel stays, meals, flights, entertainment, car leases
 – No limit to amount individual can contribute to campaigns for state House or state Senate•Stark difference from federal law
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Types of Interest Groups and Lobbyists
 • Lobbying is big business in Austin.– Ten recently retired legislators-turned-
 lobbyists earned between $2–3.8m in 2009– 1,861 registered lobbyists in 2009
 representing 3,061 clients– Earned as much as $348m in 2007 alone

Page 14
                        

Types of Interest Groups and Lobbyists
 • Lobbyists help offset the lack of staffing in Austin.– At their best, they help legislators learn
 about issues and bills under consideration.– Frequently draft legislation
 •Make sure it comports with existing laws
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Types of Interest Groups and Lobbyists
 • Corruption– When does a gift get too large?– Senior bureaucrats are banned for life from
 lobbying so they can do their jobs properly without desire of gain afterward.•But legislators can lobby immediately after
 leaving office.– Note that other Texas elected officials accept large
 gifts and contributions, not just the legislature.• Governor, state supreme courts also accept gifts and
 contributions
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Lobbying Expenditures, 2010
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WHO ARE TEXANS?
 Contributions to Texas Legislature in 2010
 > $9,000,000
 SOURCE: National Institution on State Money in Politics, Industry Influence, www.followthemoney.org/database/Industry/Totals.phtml?s=TX&y=2010 (accessed 1/3/13).
 = $100,00
 Finance, Insurance & Real Estate$10,776,573
 General Business$10,686,103
 Lawyers and lobbyists$9,112,629
 Contributions to Republicans
 Contributions to Democrats
 72.3% (R) 43.3% (R)70% (R)
 27.7% (D) 56.7% (D)30% (D)
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WHO ARE TEXANS?
 Contributions to Texas Legislature in 2010
 2,500,000–$8,999,999
 SOURCE: National Institution on State Money in Politics, Industry Influence, www.followthemoney.org/database/Industry/Totals.phtml?s=TX&y=2010 (accessed 1/3/13).
 = $100,00Contributions to Republicans
 Contributions to Democrats
 Health$7,620,831
 Construction$7,390,407
 Communications and electronics$2,503,293
 Energy and natural resources$6,671,325
 75.2% (R) 73.5% (R)59.6% (R) 71.4% (R)
 24.8% (D) 26.6% (D)40.4% (D) 28.6% (D)
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WHO ARE TEXANS?
 Contributions to Texas Legislature in 2010
 < 2,499,999
 SOURCE: National Institution on State Money in Politics, Industry Influence, www.followthemoney.org/database/Industry/Totals.phtml?s=TX&y=2010 (accessed 1/3/13).
 = $100,00Contributions to Republicans
 Contributions to Democrats
 Labor$2,290,397
 Agriculture$2,114,058
 Defense$70,947
 Transportation$1,432,021
 61.7% (R) 70% (R)26.1% (R) 69% (R)
 38.3% (D) 30% (D)73.9% (D) 31% (D)
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Another Side to Lobbying
 • Interest groups want to keep friendly legislators in office.– Support them through campaign
 contributions•Encourage members to donate•Or bundle, to show strength of the group
 –Political Action Committee (PAC)

Page 21
                        

Another Side to Lobbying
 • PACs– Make donations to campaign committees– Spend on ads independently of committees– Work on GOTV drives
 • In 2008, 55 percent of donations made to Democrats and Republicans came from PACs, 45 percent from individuals.
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Another Side to Lobbying
 • Texas Medical Association PAC (TEXPAC)– 2008 Supreme Court campaign
 •Solicited physician donations to TEXPAC and specific candidates
 •Given literature endorsing candidates, slate cards for voting day, and even videos
 •Encouraged to ask patients to vote for them
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Average Dollars Raised by Incumbents and Challengers
 for the Texas Legislature,2010
 • Interest group politics is pro-incumbent– Incumbents already won office at least once– Easier to attract media than challengers
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Another Side to Lobbying
 • Individuals as policy entrepreneurs– On occasion, an individual can make a
 difference.– Must have a compelling story– Must lack strong resistance from interests
 on the other side
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Individuals as Lobbyists
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Public Opinion Poll
 Should there be more restrictions on the gifts lobbyists can give to state legislators?
 a) Yes, it will minimize conflicts of interest.b) No, it allows the state to pay them less
 salary.
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Public Opinion Poll
 Do you think it is appropriate for public colleges and universities to lobby state legislators?
 a)Yes, they need to represent student interests to get the best possible funding for their schools.b)No, they should not use college/university funds for that reason.
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Public Opinion Poll
 Are Texas legislators and elected officials influenced more by the concerns of lobbyists or voters?
 a)Lobbyists more influentialb)Voters more influentialc)Both equally influential
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Public Opinion Poll
 Would you support a law that allowed people, but not organizations (PACs or groups of any kind), to make campaign contributions?
 a) Yes, voters should be able to contribute, but not big organizations.b) No, only wealthy people would contribute and have more influence.
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Public Opinion Poll
 Should interest groups be allowed to conduct voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives?
 a) Yes, any effort to get more people participating is worthwhile.b) No, interest groups cannot be trusted to do that kind of work in a fair manner.
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