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Interest groups are interrelated and also separate organizations
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What is the artist trying to say?Is the author accurate in their presentation of interest groups?
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The Role of Interest Groups
 Interest groups are private organizations whose members share certain views and work to shape public policy.
 __________ includes all of the goals a government sets and the various courses of action it pursues as it attempts to realize these goals.
 Interest groups exist to shape public policy.
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Political Parties and Interest Groups
 Political parties and interest groups differ in three striking respects: (1) in the making of nominations, (2) in their primary focus, and (3) in the scope of their interests.
 Nominations Political parties are responsible for the
 ___________ process, while interest groups hope to influence those nominations.
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Primary Focus Political parties are interested in winning
 elections and controlling __________, while interest groups are interested in influencing the policies created by government.
 Scope of Interest Political parties concern themselves with the
 whole __________ of public affairs, while interest groups tend to focus on issues that their members are concerned about.
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More on Interest Groups and Parties
 Interest Groups v. Parties Interest groups are ___________; the Parties
 are generalists Interest groups are tightly organized; the
 Parties are ___________organized. Interest groups, unlike Parties, do not wish to
 ____________ the government. Interest groups may be extreme; the Parties
 must remain _____________.
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Valuable Functions of Interest Groups
 Interest groups raise awareness of _________________, or issues that concern the people at large.
 Interest groups represent people who share attitudes rather than those who share geography.
 Interest groups provide __________ information to government agencies and legislators.
 Interest groups are vehicles for political participation. Interest groups keep tabs on various public agencies and
 officials. Interest groups compete.
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Criticisms
 Groups do not always _________ the views of the people they claim to speak for.
 In rare cases, groups use tactics such as ________, __________, and so on.
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Reasons for Interest Groups
 Most interest groups have been founded on the basis of an economic interest, especially business, labor, agricultural, and professional interests.
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Additional Reasons for Interest Groups…
 Some are based on a cause or idea, such as environmental protection.
 Some promote the welfare of certain groups of people, such as retired citizens.
 Some are run by religious organizations.
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Two Major Categories
 Economic Interests– Americans for Fair Taxation– Americans for Prosperity
 Issue Based– Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against
 Defamation (GLAAD)– National Rifle Association (NRA)
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The Various Types of Groups:
 Business (NAM, C of C) Labor (AFL-CIO, UMW) Agriculture (Amer. Farm Bur. Fed.) Consumer (Consumers Union) Elderly (AARP) Environmental (SC, EDF) show internet resources http://www.csuchico.edu/~kcfount/alpha.html
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More Groups...
 Professional (AMA, ABA, NEA)
 Women’s (NOW) Church (National Council of
 Churches) Ethnic (NAACP, Mexican-
 American Legal Defense Fund, Organization of Chinese Americans)
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Membership in Labor Unions
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Influencing Public Opinion
 Interest groups reach out to the public for these reasons:
 1. To supply information in support of the group’s interests
 2. To build a positive image for the group
 3. To promote a particular public policy
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Propaganda
 Propaganda is a technique of persuasion aimed at influencing individual or group behaviors.
 Its goal is to create a particular belief which may be true or false.
 Propaganda disregards information that does not support its conclusion. It is not objective. It presents only one side of an issue.
 Propaganda often relies on name-calling and inflammatory labels.
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Influencing Parties and Elections
 Political Action Committees (PACs) raise and _______ money to candidates who will further their goals.
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Lobbying
 Lobbying is any activity by which a group _________ legislators and influences the legislative process.
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More on Lobbying…
 Lobbying carries beyond the ___________. It is brought into government agencies, the executive branch, and even the courts.
 Nearly all important organized interest groups maintain ________ in Washington, D.C.
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Lobbyists at Work
 Lobbyists use several techniques:They send articles, reports, and
 other information to officeholders.
 They _________ before legislative committees.
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Other ways they work…
 They bring “_________” pressures to bear through email, letters, or phone calls from constituents.
 They rate candidates and _________ the ratings.
 They make campaign contributions.
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They give you gifts!
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They have celebrities endorse them!
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They make it easy for you to donate money!
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History of Interest Groups
 The number of interest groups in American politics has ___________ in the last several decades.
 As have their strategies for influencing public policies and the policymaking process.
 Originally structured to represent a particular set of concerns and like-minded individuals, interest groups have broadened their lobbying techniques to include contributing to campaigns, get out the vote activities, and recruiting candidates.
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Interest groups became embedded in American Politics in the early 1950s and 1960s
 However, interest groups are not as benign as originally assessed.
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Could interest groups be harmful?
 Concerns with size and _________ are one indicator of interest group influence.
 Are groups with large numbers of members such as the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) effective because of their size or are interest groups such as the Trial Lawyers Association more influential because of their wealth?
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Can’t ________ them… 1st Amendment
 Regulate/Restrict…1946 to 1996!– Lobbying Disclosure Act
 “Overlapping Membership”…so...
 The best way to “control” them is to join them!!!
 Efforts to Control Groups:
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Reforms
 1995 Legislation: 20% or more time _____________= lobbyist Must register with Clerk of the House and Secretary of the Senate Semiannual reports must disclose all costs US-owned subsidiaries of foreign-owned firms must register
 McCain-Feingold Limits “_________________”
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The _________ Triangle
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More Details on the Triangle…
 At one corner of the triangle are interest group. The interest group brings issues and policies to the attention of
 legislators in Congress and suggests the policies they want.
 At another corner sit members of Congress who also seek to align themselves with a constituency for political and electoral support.
 Occupying the third corner of the triangle are bureaucrats (government official).
 sometimes called a subgovernment because of its durability and power to determine policy.
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