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Interest Interest GroupsGroupsChapter 16Chapter 16

Page 2
                        

What are What are Interest Interest Groups?Groups?

Page 3
                        

An organized unit of individuals that
 try to influence public policy

Page 4
                        

Social capital joining together to solve problems
 Civic virtue tendency to form small-scale associations for public good
 Ex: Elks League of Women VotersInterest group-organizations that
 try to influence public policyDisturbance theory-groups form to
 counteract other groups

Page 5
                        

Kinds of Organized InterestsPublic interest groups organizations that
 seek a collective that will not directly benefit members Ex: Humane Society, PETA
 Economic interest groups promote the financial interests of members Ex: AMA AFL-CIO
 Governmental units-represent the different levels of govt. in their quest for share of revenues
 Political action committees fundraising committees that represent interest groups-they don’t have members!

Page 6
                        

Single-issue interest groups dedicated to furthering one issue-Greenpeace, Sierra Club, NRA, Amnesty International
 Multi-interest groups cover a variety of issues under same umbrella- NAACP, AMA, AARP, AFL-CIO
 Profiles of selected interest groups-see table 16-2

Page 7
                        

Groups are formed when:1.Resources are scarce2.Resources are
 inadequateExamples: Clean Air
 Women’s RightsRights of the Unborn

Page 8
                        

The Roots The Roots and and
 Development Development of American of American
 Interest Interest GroupsGroups

Page 9
                        

James Madison and factions warned that they were inevitable so…..
 He and other framers devised a multi-level, decentralized government to thwart power of factions

Page 10
                        

National Groups EmergeWomen’s Christian Temperance
 Union opposed use, sale of alcoholLobbyist seeks to educate and
 influence legislatures to favor their groups
 Role of business interests companies such as Southern Pacific and Standard Oil came to control the legislatures of entire states

Page 11
                        

Progressive EraProgressive Movement came about to
 counteract the excesses of big business
 Organized Labor were workers who united to win rights
 American Federation of Labor formed first union of skilled workers
 Open Shop Laws were aimed at giving workers the right to work without joining a union

Page 12
                        

1914 Clayton Act gave workers the right to organize without reprisal
 Business groups formed in answer to gains by unions
 Trade associations were organized to represent the rights of certain types of business

Page 13
                        

National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) represented heavy industries but often unethically
 U.S. Chamber of Commerce formed to represent all businesses
 1928 FTC investigation of lobbying tactics of business groups found numerous unethical violations by business in general

Page 14
                        

Rise of the Interest Group State
 ACLU-American Civil Liberties Union fought for rights of the Individual
 NAACP-National Association of Colored People
 AARP-American Association of Retired People
 Common Cause- watchdog of government accountability

Page 15
                        

Ralph Nader activist who championed consumer rights
 Unsafe at Any Speed Nader book warning of unsafe Chevy Corvair
 Conservative backlash reaction to gains by liberal interest groups
 Moral Majority- religious group led by Jerry Falwell credited with enlisting new conservative voters

Page 16
                        

Christian Coalition religious group largely responsible for Republican win in 1994
 Republican Party benefits from right wing religious groups
 Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives formed by Bush to work with religious groups to affect policy change

Page 17
                        

NRA-National Rifle Association, opponent of gun control
 Business groups, trade and professional associations begun after dissatisfaction with CofC and NAM
 Business Roundtable large corporation heads who give legislators the “business side” of the story

Page 18
                        

Kyoto protocol was sold as harmful to US business interests
 Contributions by large corporations have increased through PACs and 527 committees
 Organized labor is combination of all unions

Page 19
                        

AFL-CIO American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations united skilled and unskilled workers
 Declining union membership and influence numbers and powers have declined. Harder to influence an election.

Page 20
                        

What Do What Do Interest Interest
 Groups Do?Groups Do?

Page 21
                        

NAACP-National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
 Lobbying-activities to seek to influence legislation
 Downside to interest groups-can selfishly increase the cost of government
 Important role interest groups play in U.S. politics – increase public awareness and monitors programs already in place.

Page 22
                        

LobbyingProviding information to better
 understand or write legislationLobbying techniques chart on
 page 596Testifying talking to mediaServing on commissionsEndorsing candidatesDrafting legislation

Page 23
                        

Types of lobbying efforts on Congress-honorariums, junkets, “advisory” fees
 Former members and staff as lobbyists-former congressmen have easier access to former colleagues

Page 24
                        

Iron triangle –relationship between agencies, congressional committees and interest groups
 the “currency” on Capitol Hill- dependable information
 On what does lobbyist effectiveness depend-Does a lobbyist present honest information?
 1995 Lobbying Disclosure Act- defined lobbying, required registration, identification of clients and cost of services

Page 25
                        

Lobbying the executive branch involves contacting many levels of executive branch
 Types of efforts to lobby the executive branch accompany on presidential visits, access staff positions of specific interests such as minority affairs
 On what does lobbyist’s effectiveness depend access

Page 26
                        

Links between interest groups and regulatory agencies groups often provide $ for research and information for agencies
 1978 Ethics in Government Act that put limitations on gains of officeholders
 Financial disclosure under Ethics in Government Act required executives to declare monies and positions gained by their positions

Page 27
                        

Employment after government service limitations under Ethics in Government Act officeholders not able to lobbying jobs for specified period of time
 Types of efforts to lobby the courts direct sponsorship or the filing of amicus curiae briefs

Page 28
                        

Amicus curiae briefs “friend of the court” legal paper in support of an issue before the court
 Influencing nominations to federal courts by testifying or filing statements for or against the nominee
 Grassroots lobbying enlist individuals who contact legislators directly
 Protest activities picketing, marching, sit-ins, boycotts, demonstrations

Page 29
                        

Election ActivitiesCandidate recruitment and
 endorsements for candidates who can support group’s objectives
 EMILY’s List (Early Money is Like Yeast) try to recruit candidates to support women’s issues
 Getting out the vote identify prospective voters and get them to the polls

Page 30
                        

Rating the candidates or officeholders through scorecards made available to group members –page 604
 Political action committee help those representatives who have helped them before
 Role of PAC money $ usually makes up more than ½ of House incumbents contributions

Page 31
                        

Research on impact of PACs on legislative voting $ more likely to effect committee votes than floor votes
 2002 McCain-Feingold campaign finance reform bill and PACs limited corporate and union funds to administrative costs only

Page 32
                        

What What Makes An Makes An Interest Interest Group Group
 Successful?Successful?

Page 33
                        

Pressure politics do not work on general issues
 Shaping the public agenda by winning elections or obtaining favorable legislation
 Goals of Interest Groups in some cases, not having an issue discussed or on other issues, having it make front page news

Page 34
                        

Phenomena that contribute to interest groups’ successes
 1) leaders-most successful groups have charismatic leaders
 2) patrons and funding-need loyal financiers
 3) members-leaders, organizers and rank and file

Page 35
                        

Upper-class bias-90% of population does not involve itself in pressure group politics
 Collective good-groups successes will ultimately benefit others
 Free riders problem-people receive benefits even if they do not join.

Page 36
                        

Factors that overcome the free rider problem
 members value the efforts of the group
 Prospective members identify threats to their benefits
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