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The Nature of Interest Groups

Page 3
                        

What Is An Interest Group?
 An interest group is a private organization An interest group is a private organization that tries to persuade public officials to that tries to persuade public officials to respond to the shared attitudes of its respond to the shared attitudes of its membersmembers
 American society is pluralistic, consisting American society is pluralistic, consisting of many different interest groups that of many different interest groups that compete for and share in political powercompete for and share in political power
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What Is An Interest Group?
 Political Parties and Interest GroupsPolitical Parties and Interest Groups Parties, unlike interest groups, nominate Parties, unlike interest groups, nominate
 candidates for officecandidates for office While parties are chiefly concerned with While parties are chiefly concerned with
 winning elections, interest groups are winning elections, interest groups are chiefly concerned with influencing policychiefly concerned with influencing policy
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What Is An Interest Group?
 While parties must concern themselves with While parties must concern themselves with the full range of policy issues, interest the full range of policy issues, interest groups attempt to influence only those groups attempt to influence only those policies that directly affect their memberspolicies that directly affect their members
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Interest Groups: Good or Bad? Functions:Functions: Interest groups help to stimulate interest in Interest groups help to stimulate interest in
 public affairspublic affairs Interest groups represent groups of people Interest groups represent groups of people
 who share attitudes, not geographywho share attitudes, not geography Interest groups provide useful, detailed Interest groups provide useful, detailed
 information to government officialsinformation to government officials
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Interest Groups: Good or Bad?
 Functions:Functions: Interest groups are vehicles for effective Interest groups are vehicles for effective
 political participationpolitical participation Interest groups are an important element in Interest groups are an important element in
 the system of checks and balances, keeping the system of checks and balances, keeping an eye on one another and on the activities an eye on one another and on the activities of public officialsof public officials
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Interest Groups: Good or Bad?
 CriticismsCriticisms Some interest groups have influence far out Some interest groups have influence far out
 of proportion to their size or importanceof proportion to their size or importance It is difficult to tell just how many people It is difficult to tell just how many people
 an interest group truly represents and many an interest group truly represents and many do not represent the views of the people for do not represent the views of the people for whom they claim to speakwhom they claim to speak
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Interest Groups: Good or Bad?
 CriticismsCriticisms Some of the tactics used by interest groups, Some of the tactics used by interest groups,
 if widely adopted, would threaten the if widely adopted, would threaten the integrity of the American political systemintegrity of the American political system
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Types of Interest Groups

Page 11
                        

An American Tradition
 Today there are thousands and thousands of Today there are thousands and thousands of interest groups in the United Statesinterest groups in the United States
 The largest number are those founded on The largest number are those founded on economic interestseconomic interests
 Citizens often belong to more than one Citizens often belong to more than one interest group and even to groups that take interest group and even to groups that take conflicting stands on issuesconflicting stands on issues

Page 12
                        

Groups Based on Economic Interests Business Groups – Hundreds of business Business Groups – Hundreds of business
 and trade groups cooperate and compete to and trade groups cooperate and compete to influence policyinfluence policy
 Labor Groups – Labor Unions exercise Labor Groups – Labor Unions exercise considerable power in government, but considerable power in government, but sometimes disagree on policy matterssometimes disagree on policy matters
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Groups Based on Economic Interests Agricultural Groups – Farm groups work to Agricultural Groups – Farm groups work to
 protect the dwindling number of American protect the dwindling number of American FarmersFarmers
 Professional Groups – Such groups as the Professional Groups – Such groups as the AMA (doctors), the ABA (lawyers), and the AMA (doctors), the ABA (lawyers), and the NEA (teachers) promote the interests of the NEA (teachers) promote the interests of the professions they representprofessions they represent
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The Maze of Other Groups
 Groups that Promote Causes – Interest Groups that Promote Causes – Interest groups work to promote an endless variety groups work to promote an endless variety of causes, from civil liberties to temperanceof causes, from civil liberties to temperance
 Organizations that Promote the Welfare of Organizations that Promote the Welfare of Certain Groups – Many groups work to Certain Groups – Many groups work to promote the interests of groups, such as promote the interests of groups, such as older Americans, veterans, or African older Americans, veterans, or African AmericansAmericans
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The Maze of Other Groups
 Religious Organizations – Various religious Religious Organizations – Various religious groups work to influence government policygroups work to influence government policy
 Public-Interest Groups – Public-interest Public-Interest Groups – Public-interest groups, such as the League of Women groups, such as the League of Women Voters and Common Cause, seek to Voters and Common Cause, seek to promote policies that will benefit the promote policies that will benefit the American people as a whole rather than the American people as a whole rather than the interests of a special groupinterests of a special group
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Interest Groups at Work

Page 17
                        

Interest Groups and Public Opinion Public opinion is the most significant long-Public opinion is the most significant long-
 term force in American politicsterm force in American politics Interest groups supply the public with Interest groups supply the public with
 information, try to portray a positive image, information, try to portray a positive image, and promote a particular public policyand promote a particular public policy
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Interest Groups and Public Opinion PropagandaPropaganda Interest groups use propaganda – techniques Interest groups use propaganda – techniques
 of persuasion – to influence public opinionof persuasion – to influence public opinion Mass media encourage the use of Mass media encourage the use of
 propagandapropaganda
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Interest Groups, Parties, and Elections Interest groups try to win influence in Interest groups try to win influence in
 political parties by urging their members to political parties by urging their members to be active in party organizations and by be active in party organizations and by raising money for political campaigns, raising money for political campaigns, mostly through PACsmostly through PACs
 In general, interest groups are primarily In general, interest groups are primarily interested in policy issues, not electionsinterested in policy issues, not elections
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Lobbying
 The Work of the LobbyistThe Work of the Lobbyist Lobbyists try to influence legislation Lobbyists try to influence legislation
 through such methods as presenting expert through such methods as presenting expert testimony, using the mass media, and testimony, using the mass media, and mounting grass-roots campaignsmounting grass-roots campaigns
 They also work to shape the ways that They also work to shape the ways that legislation, once passed, is interpreted and legislation, once passed, is interpreted and enforcedenforced
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Lobbying
 Lobby RegulationLobby Regulation Though most lobbying is aboveboard, Though most lobbying is aboveboard,
 abuses such as false testimony and bribery abuses such as false testimony and bribery still existstill exist
 Congress tries to reduce unethical practices Congress tries to reduce unethical practices by requiring lobbyists to register, but this by requiring lobbyists to register, but this law is difficult to enforcelaw is difficult to enforce
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