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CD covers and artwork

Page 2
                        

The Debut AlbumFront cover:
 Not heavily stylised cover. Even though his face was manipulated to look like some kind of ‘drawing’, it connects with the idea of Ed Sheeran being a ‘true’ artist and selling himself as a kind of romantic, independent artist (as he started his career independently and then got signed) who is minimalist.
 Although Ed Sheeran has become incredibly popular, as this is his debut album, the front cover is an extreme close up of his face, promoting his image, and appealing to his female audience.
 The orange colour represents his ‘ginger’ brand. It also adds some warm, passionate atmosphere to the cover that might represent Ed Sheeran as a warm singer (his songs are often emotional), which is attractive for his female audience. The use of a single orange filter also carries the idea of minimalism.
 The album title (‘Plus’) is simple and represented as minimalist as well, with the symbol ‘+’
 The font used is also simple, but, it is a serif font, which perhaps is not as minimalistic. However, the font style looks like it has been typed by a typewriter, which does have connotations of minimalism and simplicity. From what I have researched, some of his album covers are exactly the same as this one but do not even include his name in it, which is extremely minimal (and can only work since Ed Sheeran has become so popular before launching his album).
 The cat paw is an icon of his ‘brand’, since his ‘Drunk’ music video was very popular and it included his cat on it. It may also be appealing to his female audience.
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Back cover
 3 colour scheme (black, white, orange) has been continuous throughout the album
 Track list of 12 songs, using the same font + colour as the artist’s name. Keeps it minimal and it is conventional of digipaks.
 Artist’s name and album’s title.
 Production information at the bottom, below the record label logo, written with a small font.
 No stylised graphic/photograph at the back, keeping the idea of simplicity and minimalism, conventional of the genre and the artist.
 As the back cover is simply orange and it has no design/photograph, the track list is positioned at the centre, which makes it look less empty. It also draws attention to the songs included in the album, emphasising the idea that Ed Sheeran is an artist who sells because of the beauty of his songs rather than because of a highly stylised made up image. He is simple and his music is simple and that’s what makes him appealing.
 Record label logo, selling the label.
 Ed Sheeran’s website, helping to promote the artist and creating connection to fans.
 Bar code placed at the ‘end’ after the production information. The way everything is placed is very simple and neat, which also adds to the simplicity of the brand image of the artist.

Page 4
                        

Other covers
 Deluxe edition: It keeps the visual style by using same photograph and same colour scheme, same layout, it only changed the manipulation of the image to make it seem ‘special’.
 Deluxe edition: same cover and layout, colour scheme gets down to 2 colours only (white and orange), same colours included in his usual 3 colour scheme but without the black. Promotional sticker saying what’s special about the album and mentioning the hit tracks.
 Promotional sticker mentioning the popular singles and the bonus content of the cd.Back cover of the deluxe edition:
 Includes bonus tracks 13,14,15,16 (Autumn leaves, Little Bird, Gold Rush, Sunburn) , keeps exactly the same graphic style and layout.
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Artwork
 Use of graphic design, imitating ‘poorly’ hand-drawn drawings. It does not look like real sophisticated art, but more like simple drawings that anyone could draw. It keeps the colour scheme orange + black. This represents the minimalistic style of Ed Sheeran, again emphasising his brand. Some f the drawings are very abstract and cannot be recognised. Drawings include ordinary things like guitar, underground sign, duck, buildings, sun, an angry man, lips, guitar, phone, etc. Perhaps it is related to Ed Sheeran’s ordinary life, which makes him seem relatable to his audience of ordinary young people. I believe some of the drawings are also related to his songs (e.g: a cocktail and the track ‘Drunk’, buildings and the track ‘The City’).
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Artwork
 A graphic of the cat paw (icon of his brand), using the same colour scheme of black + orange + white. A new colour is introduced: gray, but it gives a sense of black&white. It is a very simple design but it does have some special touch to it, like the cracking. It represents both the simplicity and uniqueness that are part of Ed Sheeran’s style.
 The other two are the artwork for his singles ‘Give me Love’ and ‘ The A Team’, both which are drawings and they look like they have been hand-drawn using pencil. They also have a black&white style, apart from the orange heart in the ‘Give Me Love’ cover. Orange is the colour of his brand as a ginger and it is used throughout most of his ancillary products. This idea of simple drawings also seems to be part of Ed Sheeran’s style and it emphasises the concept of a sincere artist style rather than an opulent impressive style. It keeps selling him as a simple, minimal artist.
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Artwork
 The first artwork is for the single “You Need Me, I Don’t Need You”. This image is a drawing/painting of Ed Sheeran exactly as he appears in the music video for the song. The second artwork is a drawing that seems to be hand drawn with pencil (like the artwork in the previous slide). They are both black and white. It seems that it is part of his style to use art in its classical form of drawing rather than using photographs. It also seems part of his style to use some simple graphics (especially since one of his icons is the graphic of a cat paw). The black and white use also seems conventional of his style, as well as the constant use of orange. It all works well together, the typewriter font, drawing style, simple graphics, black&white, the use of only one colour (orange), because it all reinforces the idea of minimalism but with a special touch of individuality.
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Unofficial ArtworkThe following images show unofficial artwork. They are not Ed Sheeran’s property
 and they do not belong to Ed Sheeran’s ancillary work. I have found them in the internet and they were made by fans. However, I thought it could be helpful and inspiring to analyse the artwork created directly by his fans, to have an idea of what the audience expects from my artwork.
 This artwork is a bit more stylised. However, it still sticks to some of the conventions of Ed Sheeran’s style. I assume this was made by a girl, because of the use of a pink butterfly and the slightly girly font - which shows how the core audience consisted of young females would find the artwork appealing. It sticks to the black and white conventions and it uses a plain background that has some old style/vintage effect, almost like very old damaged paper. It includes two pictures of Ed Sheeran. One of them he is performing with the guitar, which shows the importance of the guitar as a prop, representing Ed Sheeran as a ‘true’ artist that plays instruments and writes his songs. In Both pictures he is wearing his casual style clothes.
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Unofficial Artwork
 Although this artwork is also slightly stylised, it still sticks to some of Ed Sheeran’s conventions as well. This was made by a boy and it shows the male audience perspective. It sticks to the black and white conventions and the use of orange. It uses the original artwork images that I have analysed before, being one of them the album cover for the deluxe edition of the album ‘+’. The deluxe cover is overlaid with a big ‘+’ representing the album’s name, and the lyrics of one of Ed Sheeran’s songs in a font that looks like handwriting. It includes Ed Sheeran’s logo and the icon of the cat paw. The images all work together, but perhaps there is too much overlaying going on and too many images are used. However, even though it is quite busy, is well organised and neat. I like this artwork because it combines a lot of symbols representative of Ed Sheeran’s brand, but I think it would be unrealistic to have that as Ed Sheeran’s original artwork since it is does not really look minimal.
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Advertisement
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Online Advertisement
 Visually they all use the same image of the album cover, the same graphic style, same font, same colour scheme. They all include Ed Sheeran’s name, and the title of the album. The first one includes Ed Sheeran’s website as promotion, and it makes reference to it being the U.K number 1 album, that it makes the album seem good quality and therefore appealing. The other two are very similar to each other, and they mention that the album is a debut album, since it is important because Ed Sheeran got famous because he went viral, therefore his already established fan base can feel interested in buying his first album. They also provide icons of online stores where the album can be bought and one of them has the function of clicking in the advert to direct the consumer to the page. They are not stylised, they are all very simple and straight forward, and they are VERY similar to the album cover, creating strong synergy and clearly promoting the abum and the artist.
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Print Advertisement
 In this print advertisement, it happens the same thing. They use the same image of the album cover and the same font, same visual style, same colour scheme. They include an image of the digipak and the CD. This advert mentions that the album won a Gold Award, and it shows the Gold Award, which gives status to the album and makes it even more appealing. The name of the artist + album are very large. The use of the cat paw icon is repeated throughout again.
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Magazine AdvertisementAnd most importantly, the magazine advert. Since I will make a magazine advert for my new
 artist, I will look closely at the original’s artist advert, so that I can produce something similar and with the same conventions.A different picture from the album cover.
 It shows Ed Sheeran’s face, he is smiling and he is not looking at the camera. This image does not look like some kind of special photoshoot but rather just a simple portrait of Ed Sheeran, which suits his style and brand.
 The black and white looks like some kind of mixture between black&white and sepia effect, which gives quality to the image and it makes the advert look sophisticated. Still the black and white give a sense of simplicity and sincerity to the artist. Also, this use of a sophisticated black and white create a sensitive atmosphere to the image, which suits his brand image and it is appealing to his core audience of young females.
 His name is very large in the centre of the page, which gets a lot of attention. It is placed appropriately without covering his face. There is also the use of the cat paw graphic together with his name, which creates his logo. The album title is equally big, but in a different colour to get highlighted in the advert.
 An orange border at the end drawing attention to Ed Sheeran’s website and the record labels, promoting the artist and selling the label.
 The use of an image of the album is ideal to promote it and create visual link.
 The same 3 colour scheme is used, black white and orange, and the same font as well, creating visual link with the album cover. The same font is used throughout the entire advert to keep it simple and clear.
 Reference to the name of the hit singles, to create familiarity with the music videos and the popular songs, which will help to promote the album, as it suggests similar songs are included.
 A quote from ‘Q’ magazine to promote the album as it gives it status and makes it sound more appealing, encouraging people to buy it.
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Magazines
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Conclusion
 After looking at the original’s artist ancillary products and analysing the conventions of the music style and the conventions of the artist’s style, I can start to think about how I am going to produce my ancillary work similarly. As Ray Jones carries the same style of Ed Sheeran, it is good to know what kind of graphic style is conventional for the artist. When planning my ancillary products I have to avoid stylising the products too much, and I have to think about how I will keep the products simple and minimal with a touch of uniqueness, like Ed Sheeran. Now, I am also thinking about the idea of having some graphic or ‘drawing style’ artwork in my digipak. I am also considering the idea of using a single colour to represent the artist (Ed Sheeran uses orange, I might use blue because of the blue effect in our music video). For my magazine advert I will use a different photograph from the album cover and I am considering using a portrait layout as well.
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