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DECONSTRUCTIONED SHEERAN - DRUNK

Page 2
                        

1). DEMONSTRATION OF GENRE
 Ed Sheeran’s music videos aren’t known Himself actually signing in the video along to the lyrics. Therefore the genre is hard to tell because the focus isn’t on the artist singing like the stereotypical singer-songwriter. The videos or more orientated around the meaning of the song.
 We see this throughout the video of Drunk and almost every other one of Ed’s Music Videos. Usually when in shot the common singer-songwriter will be in centre and all attention is focused on them. Here the visuals don’t tell us what genre it is because we don’t see much of Ed in shot alone
 Most of Ed’s songs are about depressing issues on some body's life

Page 3
                        

CONTINUED There is only one small part of him playing the guitar
 (not very realistically) for a few seconds at 00:53 seconds
 This gives us a small indication of acoustic (which is the most common instrument for singer-songwriters. Therefore if I wasn’t listening to the song and didn’t know who Ed Sheeran was I would guess he was a singer-songwriter

Page 4
                        

Nearer the end of the video where he is drunk in the video, the recklessness starts and this could be mistaken for boy band or something as being cheeky and messing around with girls in the bedroom at 02:30
 CONTINUED

Page 5
                        

I believe that the lyrics compared to the visuals amplify each other. The song itself is about getting drunk and in the video, while Ed is in shot drinking the lyrics are about drinking.
 The lyrics are explaining a break-up that he isn’t dealing with well, he is drinking and not socializing and seems that he cannot get over the previous girl. When the girl in the club moves over to him he shows no interest.
 Therefore the lyrics compared to the visuals mean that he is drinking because of the break-up
 LYRICS AND VISUALS

Page 6
                        

There is lots of on-beat editing when cans of alcohol are opened, at 00:38 when the drums in the chorus play, Ed and the cat start opening cans of beer in time to the beat.. Because drums are loud and are heavy in music, this connotes the opening of alcohol is a big thing and is noticed very easily
 MUSIC AND VISUALS
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CONTINUED
 This also happens at 01:28 and at 02:36 when downing spirits and when playing in the room with the girls
 Music is softer when in first person looking back at memories but is faster singing about alcohol when in 3rd person
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DEMANDS OF THE RECORD LABEL
 In Ed Sheeran’s Music Video ‘Lego house’ it also involves a him not lip syncing as well. The Record Label also incorporate looking up at the wall of pictures of Ed with this picture floating around in a few of his videos. The character/artist looks up to wall at the pictures, this could connote looking up to a better person when sober.

Page 9
                        

CONTINUED There are also a lot of close ups of the artist.
 This may be incoporated by the Record Label to try to push the brand image of Ed Sheeran out. (the brand image being his look).
 Ed Sheeran’s look consists of excessive use of ‘hoodies’ (this is his style, giving off the casual look). In most pictures he wears a hoodie and jeans and is portrayed as a normal guy rather than a famous singer. Compared to other singer-songwriters such as James Morrison, he is presented with class and authority

Page 10
                        

NOTION OF LOOKING There are a lot of shots were Ed refers to the
 previous memories with a girl in his lyrics looking back at them in 1st person, the memories are portrayed as happy compared to the current situation where he is sad. Another notion of looking is when the hat’s that are put over the camera lens by the girl happens at 03:08 ( this could connotes hiding or removing mental pain)
 This may also connote to looking up at the wall at a better person when sober
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CONTINUED
 Treatment of females are very sexualised Artist looks into the camera a lot, almost for
 help and for sympathy (when drinking)

Page 12
                        

INTER-TEXTUAL REFERENCES
 Photos on wall are included in Ed’s work and marketing campaigns of his ‘hi’ poster

Page 13
                        

A NARRATIVE PERFORMANCE
 The video is a narrative performance because it is almost like there is a voice in his head that sings his story in the video. When drinking, the voice sings about being drunk
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