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            Abbey Coleman Music video analysis I have chosen to analyse ‘A Team’ by Ed Sheeran using Nick Lacey’s repertoire of elements which are: Character, Narrative Type, and Iconography. This video has the narrative of young female facing her strangles of homelessness, drugs and prostitution over the course of 4 minutes and 49 seconds. Character: The opening 3 seconds of the music video establishes a character looking distressed and emotional, as the opening of the video continues we see another character looking lifeless, creating the idea the music is going to be focused on the lifeless girl. The character represents the weak and vulnerable, as we see the main subject in different situations such as living conditions, her job and what her life ends up to feel numbness as she doesn’t want to feel pain. We only see the artist Ed Sheeran once in the music video as he buys magazine and gives her money, the artist represent the people who want to help and care about those we consider vulnerable and living in terrible. As the whole purpose of the song and video is to establish the troubles that homeless people face. Narrative: the whole song is based on the idea of homelessness, drugs and who people get by to feel something. The whole video is focused on the main female character and what’s she does to get money and what’s she spends it on which ends with a uh-happy ending. The A Team' came from an experience the 
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                            This document is posted to help you gain knowledge. Please leave a comment to let me know what you think about it! Share it to your friends and learn new things together.
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Abbey Coleman
 Music video analysis
 I have chosen to analyse ‘A Team’ by Ed Sheeran using Nick Lacey’s repertoire of elements which are: Character, Narrative Type, and Iconography. This video has the narrative of young female facing her strangles of homelessness, drugs and prostitution over the course of 4 minutes and 49 seconds.
 Character: The opening 3 seconds of the music video establishes a character looking distressed and emotional, as the opening of the video continues we see another character looking lifeless, creating the idea the music is going to be focused on the lifeless girl. The character represents the weak and vulnerable, as we see the main subject in different situations such as living conditions, her job and what her life ends up to feel numbness as she doesn’t want to feel pain. We only see the artist Ed Sheeran once in the music video as he buys magazine and gives her money, the artist represent the people who want to help and care about those we consider vulnerable and living in terrible. As the whole purpose of the song and video is to establish the troubles that homeless people face.
 Narrative: the whole song is based on the idea of homelessness, drugs and who people get by to feel something. The whole video is focused on the main female character and what’s she does to get money and what’s she spends it on which ends with a uh-happy ending. The A Team' came from an experience the artist performed at a homeless shelter, and was taken back by some of the stories that he heard. When the artist arrived home that night and he just wrote a lot of the lyrics based around the idea of stories he told. A drug like crack of cocaine is called a 'class A' drug. That's in the same category as heroin. Instead of making it clear and just saying what the problem was the artist song, 'She's in the 'class A' team' in way of covering up a person's addiction. The song and video covers a dark subject the that money face, which the video face such as sealing magazines, sitting outside shops with an old cup in there had which many of us see if we go shopping, making the personal meaning and focusing on the idea of unemployment. The music video suggests the idea what they spend their money which is drugs. Creating a negative light of
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Abbey Coleman
 homelessness and how they only use money to buy drugs which they are considered as the ‘A Team’.
 Iconography: there are money props and symbolic codes that represent the dark themes of the music video such as the money and the drugs. The money symbolise that idea of wealth which the main character struggles to have as she sales herself to gain money which is in the lyrics ‘Or sells love to another man’ suggesting that many young female sale themselves to have some money so they can either find a place to stay or in this case which the video suggests drugs.
 The drugs are very important to whole them of the song as the song continues talks about different types of drugs such as class drugs. Which is seen near end of the video and just she found by the distress women.
 Setting: the filming of the music video is set in the capital, London in various different areas such as Piccadilly circle, a park, possible a council estate, establishing the living condition that people who are homeless have to deal with. I believe the artist picked London centre to film the main subject waiting for someone to give her little a bit of money, shows how many of us ignore the weak and vulnerable as you see many people just walking by and just not paying attention to what’s around them.
 Style: the whole video is filmed in black and white giving the video dark, eerie affect to the video fitting the dark theme of the song ‘A team’. The video is mostly taken in medium close up shots creating the idea of being up close personal about whole theme of songs and digging deep into homeless people lives. At 2.25 second, we see the main character looking very emotional showing the emotional impact of getting by and the struggles they face on day to day bases and feeling ignored by the public, creating the idea how many of us ignore the problems of homelessness.
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