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Ed SheeranMusic videos
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GenreFollowing genre conventions

(esp. early in career to target specifc audiences)

Experimenting with genres

(e.g. ater a an base has been established)

Adapting genresto meet new ans/ads

Mixing genres(hybrids)

Genre and brand image

!epresentationReinforcing/subverting stereotypes

Marginalisation

The Beauty Myth !olf" #$$#%

&ver/under representation

Brand image

Appealing to speci'c audiences(identiying with others)
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RE(&R) *ABE*+ A,)-E.(E+

"hy is genre important to the musicindustry#
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RE(&R) *ABE*+

$t allows them to create a%brand image&

$t is easier to mar'et artistswho belong to specifcgenres (e.g.
get themeatured in certain 'inds omagaine and played on

certain radio stations) hey can call on their

previous e*pertise to shape+produce and mar'et them.

,elps them create a

recognisable product

A,)-E.(E+

hey 'now what they li'e.

$t helps them orm a sense opersonal identity.

$t helps create %imaginedcommunities& (Shaun Moore+-).
audience eel thatthey have something incommon with other
imagined

members o the audience. $t helps them fnd new artists

(%$ li'e this genre so $ willprobably li'e this music&)

"hy is genre important to the musicindustry#
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Andrew Goodwins 6 Features of Music VideosMusic videos
demonstrate genre characteristics.(e.g. stage performance in metal
videos, dance routine forboy/girl band, aspiration in Hip Hop).
[this is also knon asiconography!"here is a relationship beteen
lyrics and visuals. "he lyricsare represented ith images.(either
illustrative, amplifying,contradicting)."here is a relationship
beteen music and visuals. "he toneand atmosphere of the visual
re#ects that of the music (eitherillustrative, amplifying,
contradicting)."he demands of the record label ill include the need
for lotsof close ups of the artist and the artist may develop
motifshich recur across their ork (a visual style)."here is
fre$uently reference to notion of looking (screensithin screens,
mirrors, stages, etc) and particularlyvoyeuristic treatment of the
female body."here are often interte%tual reference (to &lms,
tv

programmes, other music videos etc).
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o what e*tent are your chosen te*ts typical otheir genre#
(00)

,ow do your chosen te*ts reinorce or challengetypical genre
conventions# (00)

1onsidering your chosen industry+ is genre still

important when creating a media te*t#

2re there any new genres# 1onsider this in theconte*t o your
chosen te*ts.

ast E0AM-.AT-&. 1uestions &.2E.RE
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he 2 eam

"atch

3ow do your chosen texts reinforce or challengetypical genre
conventions4

Music video conventions (Goodwin) 3arrative+ characters+
iconography+ setting+ tech/ audio

codes

$ndie conventions

4in's to 2udience and $ndustry 5ebates/ heory

6 mins write intro
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.arrative

E*plore the narrative structure oyour three main te*ts.

,ow important are characters to thenarrative o your three main
te*ts#
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$n terms o 2ndrew Goodwin7s genericconventions o a music video+
2 eam doesn8tall into the category o there being close upso the
artist to emphasise the star image oEd Sheeran though he does
eature inseveral scenes as a passer by and as amember o the public
which9u*taposes withthe star image concept.,owever 2 eam does ollow
the generic convention

o their being a relationship between the lyrics andsong. $n this
video illustration is used as when thesong starts the "omen wa'es
up and the mediumlong shot captures the early morning rush hour
andyou hear the ambient sound o vehicles denotingthe day has begun.
:urthermore the blac' and

white ootage uses the natural light available tocreate high
contrast but also draw emphasis on theGirls blea' lie which is
e*posed through us seeinghow it is she ended up dead. $n terms o
setting themedium long shot denotes the surrounding trees asbare
and lieless lin'ing to the "omen8s lie in

terms o her situation and emotions. hroughoutthe ma orit o the
video u until her death she

he connotationsoten being regressiveor e.g. villains whereas
here it denotes hersoul and how it8sheavy and burdened

and it8s not until herdeath that she8s ree.
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he music video 2 eam has a circular

structureas it starts with the young "omanbeing ound dead and
ta'es us through howshe ended up dead as the music starts upwith
the guitar solo.$t has a non;linear structure with the
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he reasons behind using illustration is that theans are able to
relate to a story more in terms othe relationship between the music
and visuals +rather than it revolving around Ed Sheeran doing
astage perormance. 2gain+ this is in
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!epresentation

he 2 eam
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!3& is being represented4

5ependent on the Auestion

3&! are they being represented4

5escribe the rep. hin' o ad9ectives to describe.

3&! is the representation constructed4

,$S is the big one. hin' o the whole representation as a house
or abuilding. "e need to identiy the 7bric's7; the individual
aspects or

S$G3$:$E!S ; which create the representation. o do this+ you
need torevisit your ECD24 2324BS$S S$44S.

!hy4Genre+ 2udience+ $ndustry (hegemony/ ideologies)
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Explore the di6erent representationsof either women or ethnicity
in your chosentexts8 %

Explore the 5ey representations in yourchosen texts8 %

3ow stereotypical are the representationsof gender in your
chosen text4 %

Explore the di6erent representationsof either men or age within
your three maintexts8 %

02S FDES$3S
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:emininity and Masculinity ;labels

(ompetitiveHmale or emale#

RationalH men#

+trong H men#

+upportive Hwomen#

+ensitiveHwomen#

assive H women# EmotionalH

women#

!ea5H women#

)omesticatedH women#

-ndependent

H male oremale# Ruthless H

male oremale#..I

AggressiveHmale o

emale#
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Strong+ powerul+ well;built+ in;control

4ogical and unemotional

3ot concerned with appearance

Sporty

2ggressive %men act and women appear& (John

?erger)

Men H !25$$324SE!EB0ES
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"omen H raditional
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he 2 eam

3ow stereotypical are therepresentations of gender in yourchosen
text4

Men

!omen

Traditional/ modern representations

(onform/ subvert stereotypes 9 why4
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he =alternative8 or $ndie genre will attempt tobe di>erent
rom the mainstream and thereoreo>er us representations that
brea' romtradition.

he music is more soulul/emotional andthereore it wouldn8t be
appropriate to reinorcemany o the male stereotypes (e.g. that
menare unemotional).

his appeals to a teenage target audience+ whomay identiy with
the intense emotions that arebeing e*pressed.

5oes the indie roc' genre subvertstereotypes o men# ",B#
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2nalysis

2udience

Genre

3arrative !epresentation H 2ge+ gender+

ethnicity+ issues (binge drin'ing+drugs+ prostitution+
miscarriage)Music stars (relatable)

A summary of Richard )yer:s +tar Theory
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A summary of Richard )yer s +tar
Theoryhttp;//www8media5nowall8com/aserence between a L0op 0erormerL
and a L0op StarL00 0E!:!ME!@ May/may not be amous. Just perorms
music00 S2!@ $mage constructed to audience

#% +TAR+ A+ (&.+TR,(T-&.+1onstructed+ artifcial images ;
advertising+ magaines+ flms and music. Good i they have a DniAue
Selling 0oint

which ma'es them di>erent!ecord companies groom stars
(artifcial constructions) ; we have more respect or them i they
groom themselves"e want to believe that stars convey their real
emotions to us

>% -.),+TR? A.) A,)-E.(E+Stars ; manuactured to ma'e money
rom audience or record labels.LC :actorL ; 7photocopied stars7 who
repeatedly churn out what they thin' we want"hole mar'ets o
audience who want something di>erent ; record labels have to
cater to these di>erent audiences

; Mirror branding ; e.g. !age 2gainst he Machine Joe McElderry ;
both part o the same record company (SonyMusic).

@% -)E&*&2? A.) (,*T,REStars ; cultural values and
attitudes ; audiences may share these belies ; e.g. he Jonas
?rothers ; wearing o purityrings2 star may initiate a ashion
trend/hairstyle/clothing/copied by audience ; e.g. Jennier 2niston
; Lhe !achelL in the-Ns

:orms o media dedicated to celebrity gossip where ans can catch
up with the lives o avourite stars.

% (3ARA(TER A.) ER+&.A*-T?0resented as 7real7 human
beingsStars support hegemony/dominant ideology o their time/
generation ; glorifed versions o 7us7Stars are representations o
the contradictions/reinorced ideas o the music industry."hen we see
a star7s lie in magaines ; we eel closer to them ;e.g. ?ritney
Spears7 troubled ew years ;brea'downs
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2nalysis o %5run'& by EdSheeran

http@//www.youtube.com/watch#vOGPumQ"FD

2amna
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echnical areas R- ; 1amera "or'(part -)

he close up o the cat used when thewriting o %pass that beer
over& isshown (superimposition) adds ahumours eel to the music
videobecause the idea o a cat drin'ing

alcohol will amuse the target audience.his ma'es the video down
to earth assome music videos try and add toomany things into it to
ma'e it appealingbut this has a simple techniAue whichcan entertain
the audience.$n this part o the music video+ a point o

view shot is used when Ed Sheeran isloo'ing at the te*t he has
received. hiswill help the target audience tounderstand what has
happened (hisgirlriend has bro'en up with him). hiswill then allow
them to easily fgure out

why he is getting drun'.
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1amera "or' (part P)

his two shot is used ater the man on the let ta'esa picture o Ed
Sheeran drin'ing. his could beinterpreted (by the target audience)
as aspects ocelebrity lie. his is because when you are a

celebrity there are generally cameras everywhere(paparai)
thereore that could be the connotation
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Sound he type o Sound used in this music video is diegetic
sound.

hat is the type o sound used throughout the music video+

however+ at the beginning and end o the music video no sound

is used and 9ust action is shown.

his type o song is classed as indie pop and ol' roc' and is
a

type o song which people would love to dance to. 2lso+ the

video is un and uses humour which ma'es the song
moreappealing.

Ed Sheeran also uses illustration in his video because when
his

lyrics state that he wants to %get drun' again& it shows
him

getting drun'. 2mplifcation is also used when he sings the
words

%all by mysel& he is shown to be on a bed by himsel but his
e*

girlriend is still going through his mind.

here is use o $nterte*uality as a lego house made in the shape o
a

love heart is bro'en. his represents and would remind the
audience

o Ed Sheeran8s other song+ %4ego ,ouse&. (illustration+
amplifcation and

interte*uality are some o the eatures stated in 2ndrew
Goodwin8s

theory)
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Editing (part P)

$n this part o the music video+ thecat playing on the controller
hasbeen sped up a little bit usingediting. his again adds ahumours
e>ect to the music video

and help the target audience toconstruct a narrative
andunderstand that he is so drun'that he is hallucinating.

2nother type o EditingtechniAue used is an eyelinematch. his
shows Edloo'ing at a glass o beerwhich lets the audience'now that
his drin'ing

amount is increasing. hisma'es him more relatable to
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echnical 2rea R ; Mise En Scene(part -)

ne o the types o mise en

scene used is the guitar. hisshows that although the ocus othe
video is Ed Sheeran gettingdrun'+ it still shows him playinghis
guitar. his shows how muchhe loves music and cares aboutit which
ma'es him a passionateartist.he guitars

here alsoemphasiesthe point

above.
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Mise En Scene (part P)

2nother one o the types o miseen scene used is Ed
Sheeran8scasual clothes and the gamecontroller in his hand.
hisma'es Ed loo' li'e a typical

teenage boy and lets theaudience 'now that he does notta'e
himsel seriously. $n othervideos other artists may haveleather
9ac'ets on and be in poshbars but in this video+ the bar isin a
home and he is notrepresented as living a roc' starlie. his will
ma'e the targetaudience relate to him as theywill eel 9ust li'e
him. hat is one

o the ways he is represented asan artist@ being relatable.
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Mise En Scene (part )

2nother type o mise en scene used is thephotographs on the wall.
his shows pictures oEd Sheeran8s relationship. he recurring theme
inthis video is that he is portrayed as beingrelatable+ emotional
and down to earth becausethese pictures show a normal relationship
and are

pictures that every teenage couple would ta'e.


	
8/9/2019 Ed Sheeran Analysis Music Vid

36/51

arget 2udience

he target audience o this video is mostly teenagers as itshows
Ed getting drun' and having a party which is whatteenagers
=sterotypically8 mostly do.

his is how the narrative o the storyline relates to themusic
video (because it represents teenage problems)however+ the target
audience is also people who li'e hisgenre o music (acoustic+ ol'+
grime). his particular songcan be classed as indie pop and ol' roc'
thereore this

target audience can also be people who li'e indie music.
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3arrative

he narrative o this video is that Ed has 9ust been dumped by a
girlwho he really li'ed+ by a te*t message.

,e is hurt and upset+ because o that so he tries to get drun' in
orderto ma'e him eel better and to orget about his problems.
5uringthis he hallucinates as his cat is %tal'ing& to him. he
video

basically shows the process o him trying to eel better by
usingalcohol. Message H 5rin'ing is good/ ?ad#

Enigma

2ction codes H con
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!epresentation

$n this video+ Ed Sheeran has been represented as a normal

teenager. his is because he is getting drun' in the music
video

because o a problem he is having with his girlriend. ,e has
9ust

bro'en up with her and many people tend to use alcohol as a way
to

try and ma'e them eel better which is what Ed is trying to
do

thereore he is shown to be relatable. he other ways that he is
shown tobe

relatable is the pictures on the wall at the beginning o the
video. he way

that he is dressed (casual clothes) show that he is down to
earth and doesnot

ta'e himsel seriously. his type o a clothing is a recurring
theme in his

music videos. 2t some points o the video+ he also has his guitar
with

him and decides to play it.his shows that although the

main ocus o the video is him getting drun' and trying to
orget

about a relationship+ he still cares about his music.
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"hat we have learnt rom this video

:rom this video+ conventions o an indie genre music video(such
as guitars+ perormances+ dar'er colours and someuncommon
conventions which Ed has used such as humour)but we have also
learnt di>erent types o techniAues such assuperimposition to
create humour+ a graphic match to create

lin's+ and speeding up certain bits to also create humour."e
have learnt how to represent an artist to be relatable by

using mise en scene techniAues such as pictures on the walland
the type o clothing used (everyday clothing such as 9eansand a
9umper rather than ancy clothing). 2dditionally+ $n order

to convey passion ; emphasis on instruments such as guitars.Ed
appeals to his target audience ; conventions o an indie

genre+ relatability and editing techniAues
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Small ?ump ; "atch

Audience

emales+ who might be able to relate to thetragedy o losing a
child and who might be

able to associate to the lyrics. :anso theartist would be
e*cited to hear this trac' by Edi there are already his ans. Men;
,e givesthe opportunity or people to thin' about a

deep meaningul matter which would be toosensitive to bring up in
normal conversationbut in the orm o a song the sub9ect can
bediscussed.
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Genre

2s is typical in Ed Sheeran songs+ theclosing lines always leave
the listener witha lasting impression that sums up the

overall message he opening shots are a series o cuts

showing di>erent things you would fnd inan 2TE (iconography)
area o a hospital+

all o the shots are dar' and out;standingshowing the seriousness
o the song.Drban gritty realism/hemes; genre)
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3arrative

o this song is about his riend losing her child

:or the purpose o the song+ Ed imagined thatit was his child+
allowing the trac' to become

rac'ed with tear;9er'ing lines and imagery. Ed is great at
drawing on reality to create

acoustic masterpiecesli'e this. $t8s relativelysimple+ bac'ed by
a slow beat+ piano+

acoustic guitar and it %tells you nothing buttruth&. Ed8s
vocals are pure with a touch oinnocent maturity to his tone.
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4ego ,ouse

"atch

2nalyse ( G ! 2 $3)

!ead
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,"

,ow do your chosen te*ts reinorce orchallenge typical genre
conventions#

,ow stereotypical are the representations

o gender in your chosen te*t# ,ow do your chosen te*ts attract
their

audiences#

!eer to a 15 Music video o Ed Sheerans

!esearch !ichard 5yers Star theory and apply
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0art o Sheeran7s popularity seems to stem rom his ans7 beliethat
he represents something authentic and unspun in the world

o pop. L$ was on some U shows with 4ady Gaga the otherwee'+ and
you could see the di>erence in reaction between herans and my
ans outside. She comes out and she loo's li'e astar and the
reaction is 9ust tears+ crying+ people going+ h myGod+ h my God. My
ans are li'e@ 72lright+ Ed.7 $ dress li'e them+$7m not in a wig and
a load o glitter+ $ spea' li'e them+ use the

same slang words+ watch the same U programmes+ do all thenormal
shit.L
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http@//webcache.googleusercontent.com/search#AOcache@[email protected]/music/PN-P/eb/-W/ed;sheeran;i;apologise;or;my;ansTcdO-hlOenctOcln'glOu'

http@//www.theguardian.com/music/PN

--/sep/N/ed;sheeran;plus;review
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