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Sentence Patterns
 Christy Grigsby East Region Literacy Academic Coach
 Directions: Right side of interactive notebook: Add sentence pattern and examples, then write an original sentence about the picture using the pattern. Left side of interactive notebook: Find real world print example of an author using this pattern, cut out and paste. Then, explain why/how the sentence matches the pattern you are learning.

Page 2
                        

Sentence Patterns Directions: Add sentence pattern and examples to the right side of your
 interactive notebook, then write an original sentence about the picture using the pattern.
 Pattern #1: Use strong , active verbs avoid TO BE verbs (am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been) Ex. #1: The cloud darkened the moon over the metropolitan area. Ex. #2: The group toured Disney World while reliving the majesty of childhood.
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Pattern #2: Ask a question (who, what, when, where, why, or how) Ex. #1: Why do you continuously procrastinate when you know the product will be insufficient? Ex. #2: Why do we write questions that could have been written during our elementary years?

Page 4
                        

Pattern #3: Use an exclamatory sentence
 Ex 1. This class is going to be extremely successful in Mrs. Grigsby’s class!
 Ex 2. The class completed their standards mastery assessment and was rewarded with a PARTY!
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Pattern #4: Open with an adverb Ex 1. Wisely , Helen
 made her course choices based upon careful consideration with her advisor.
 Ex 2. Angrily, the student leaped to his feet and accosted the persecutor.

Page 6
                        

Pattern #5: Open with the prepositional phrase. (A preposition may describe direction ( from the hill), describe position (above the door), tell time (at dinner time), describe means(with pen or pencil), or show some abstract relationship (except Jack).
 Ex 1. After a moment of suspense, I revealed the contents of the box.
 Ex 2. With a song in her heart, she recalled the moment he had proposed.
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Pattern #6: The verb precedes (comes before) the subject
 Ex 1. Higher and higher rose the floodwaters.
 Ex 2. Over the cabin flew a white flag.
 Ex 3. Under my bed are enormous dust bunnies.
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Pattern #7: Use conversation or a quotations Ex 1. “Ellen,” she said, “I want
 to take the two young lady's for a ride on the donkeys.”
 Ex 2. One of Canada’s great prime ministers , Mackenzie King, summed up the dilemma when he said “If other countries have to much history , we have to much geography.”
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Pattern #8: Use apposition (appositives extend the meaning of the preceding noun or pronoun) Ex 1. My father, a
 wise and grave man, gave me excellent counsel.
 Ex 2. Penicillin, a powerful drug, has won medical acceptance.
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Pattern #9: Open with an adverbial clause (punctuate properly) Ex 1. Because he reads
 faster, he finished the book before I did .
 Ex 2. When his eyes fell upon me, my blood ran cold.
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Pattern #10: Use parallel structure Ex 1. He drew her to him,
 he whispered in her ear, and he kissed her.
 Ex 2. The few. The proud. The marines.
 Ex. 3. I like swimming, dancing and horseback riding.
 “You is smart. You is kind. You is important” (The Help) (no s/v agreement)
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Pattern #11: Open with an adjective
 Ex 1. Exhausted, Christy drifted off
 into a deep slumber. Ex 2. Self-conscious,
 Anthony stumbled to his feet.
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Pattern #12: Open with an adjective phrase Ex 1. Passionate about the
 subject , he spoke for an hour.
 Ex 2. Distracted by his deep blue eyes, she stumbled down the stairs.
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Pattern #13: Open with a present infinitive Ex 1. To reduce expenses, the
 newspaper has had to trim its editorial staff.
 Ex 2. To get into my car , I had to break the window.
 Ex. 3. To pass the COMPASS exam, the students had to work hard in Mrs. Grigsby’s class.
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Pattern #14: Open with a perfect infinitive Ex 1. To have gone
 by train, I would have needed a reservation.
 Ex 2. To have purchased that coat, I would have had to spend a fortune.
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Pattern #15: Open with a present participle (functions as an adjective) Ex 1. Singing softly, Keshia
 wandered around the house she once called home.
 Ex 2. Gazing at the roses, Jessica couldn’t stop thinking about him.
 Ex 3. Jumping over the chair, he managed to get to his cell phone before he missed the call.
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Pattern #16: Open with a past participle
 Ex 1. Impressed by the ceremony and deeply moved by the speeches, we all left the auditorium in silence.
 Ex 2. Bewitched, bothered, and bewildered, I fell in love.
 Ex 3. Uninterested with the assignment, Keiana began to drool on her desk.

Page 18
                        

Pattern #17: Open with a perfect participle
 Ex 1.Having kissed his forehead, she returned with a buoyant step to the window.
 Ex 2. Having slipped the backpack from his shoulders, he sat quietly.
 Ex 3. Having made an “A” on the paper, he grinned from ear to ear.

Page 19
                        

Pattern 18: Open with a direct object
 (the doer of the action is the subject; the receiver of the action is the direct object. By using the direct object as the
 sentence opener, the writer gives more emphasis to the receiver of the action)
 Ex 1. A better date Samantha had never had.
 Ex 2. The new album Julie had never heard anything better than.

Page 20
                        

Pattern #19: Open with a verb
 Ex 1. Whispered Robert, “I think I hear a footstep.”
 Ex 2. Declaimed Marc Anthony over Caesar’s body, “I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.”
 Ex 3. Shouted Jennifer at her now ex-boyfriend, “You are a liar!”

Page 21
                        

Pattern 20: Open with a present
 gerund (function as a noun)
 Ex 1. Opening the heavy gate took longer than we thought.
 Ex 2. Driving recklessly could put you in the hospital.
 Ex 3. Procrastinating in Mrs. Grigsby’s class could cost you a chance at CSU.

Page 22
                        

Pattern 21: Open with a perfect gerund (having + past participle) Ex 1. Upon having
 reached the age of twenty-one, he received his inheritance.
 Ex 2. By having gone through such an ordeal, I felt better about dealing with future problems.
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Pattern #23: Use a non-restrictive adjective clause Ex 1. He introduced
 me to his wife, whom he obviously adored.
 Ex 2. The author, whom many critics blasted, has written several best sellers.
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Pattern #22: Use a restrictive adjective clause
 ( necessary or essential to meaning)
 Ex 1. The man who stole the horse will be hanged.
 Ex 2. Claire dated a boy whom I have never seen before.
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Pattern #23: Use a non-restrictive adjective clause
 Ex. 1: Old Professor Legree, who dresses like a teenager, is going through his second childhood. Ex. 2: The suspect in the lineup, who owns a red car, committed the crime.
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Pattern #24: Open with a noun clause Ex 1. Whatever they
 could lay their hands on, they took.
 Ex 2. Where we will hold the graduation has become a matter of much confusion.
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Pattern #25: Open with a predicate adjective
 (must use a linking verb)
 Ex 1. Soft her skin was, like that of a baby.
 Ex 2. Sweet the music sounded on that balmy summer evening.
 Ex 3. Delicious the pear tasted.
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Pattern #26: Write a compound sentence, using a comma and a
 FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or,
 yet, so) Ex 1. I will not go to the
 dance, nor will I buy a ticket. Ex 2. She can get a passing
 grade, yet I know she can do better.
 Ex 3. Peg stuffed the turkey, and Jaime made the stuffing.
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Pattern#27: Write a compound sentence, using a semicolon and no conjunction. Ex 1. The cry for the
 freedom stops at no border; it echoes endlessly in the hearts of all men.
 Ex 2. He can get a passing grade; I know he can do better.

Page 30
                        

Pattern #28: Write a compound sentence
 using a semicolon before the coordinating
 conjunction. Ex 1. He was always the
 smartest in his class; however, the new student began to make him work harder than he had ever done.
 Ex 2. Jasmine loved her boyfriend; moreover, she would do anything in the world for him.
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Pattern #29: Write a compound-complex sentence (use comma and fanboys AND use a dependent clause.) Ex. 1. Because she was the first to
 the finish line, Haley won the competition, and she made her high school’s varsity team.
 Ex. 2. Forgetting that today was her mother’s birthday, Samantha spent the entire day at the mall with her best friend while her mother sat at home alone, so Samantha attempted to make it up to her mother the following day by returning her items to the mall and getting her mom her favorite perfume.

Page 32
                        

Pattern #30: Write a compound sentence with elliptical construction (refers to omission-the comma indicates the omitted verb
 Ex. 1: The father and son each had a goal; the father, educational, the son, recreational.
 Ex. 2: His girlfriend told him to rent a car; his sister, to pack the suitcases.
 Ex. 3: For many of us, the new poster was a savior; for others, a pain.
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Pattern# 31 :Write a compound sentence with an introductory or general statement followed by a colon and a specific or explanatory statement (colon signals something important to follow) Ex. 1: The empty coffin in the
 center of the crypt had a single horrifying meaning: Dracula had left his tomb to stalk the village streets in search of fresh blood.
 Ex. 2: Remember what the old saying prudently advises: Be careful what you wish for because you may actually get it.
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Pattern #32: Use a parenthetical expression between the subject and the verb (may use commas or dashes to punctuate) Note: Press the hyphen key twice to form a dash
 Ex 1: The startled youngsters, seeking escape in another direction, bolted off on a new track. Ex. 2: Caesar’s spirit, ranging for revenge, shall cry, “Havoc!” Ex. 3: In reality, the whole idea of a specifically feminine-or, for the matter of that, masculine-contribution to culture contradicts culture.
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Pattern# 33: Open with an introductory series of appositives followed by a dash and a summarizing subject Ex. 1: To struggle, to exist, and to create his own soul – this becomes man’s great task. Ex. 2: An old photograph, a haunting fragrance, a sudden view of a half-forgotten scene – something unexpectedly triggers our nostalgia for the past. Ex. 3: The trees and the earth and the green water on the lakes, the near-hills and the far-off hills – all told their stories.

Page 36
                        

Pattern #34: Use an emphatic appositive at the end of a sentence, following a colon. Ex. 1: Airport thieves have a common target: unwary travelers. Ex. 2: Anyone left abandoned on a desert should avoid two dangers: cactus needles and rattlesnakes.

Page 37
                        

Pattern #35: Use an emphatic appositive at the end of a sentence, following a dash. Ex. 1: The judge asked for acquittal—not conviction. Ex. 2: We are here to learn—not socialize.

Page 38
                        

Pattern #36: Use an internal series of appositives or modifiers, enclosed by a pair of dashes.
 All the scholarly disciplines and especially all the sciences – physical, psychological, and social – share the burden of searching for the truth.
 Many aspects of nature – the trees and the earth and the green water on the lakes – told their stories.
 Famous lovers – Anthony and Cleopatra, Romeo and Juliet, Lancelot and Guinevere – predominate in literature.

Page 39
                        

Pattern #37: Open with a nominative absolute Ex 1: The weather
 being rainy, we decided to postpone the trip
 Ex. 2: High heels clattering on the pavement, the angry women marched toward the mayor's office.

Page 40
                        

#38: Use periodic sentence (effective for emphasis or suspense. Despite the blinding snow,
 the freezing temperatures, and the heightened threat of attack from polar bears, the team continued.
 When I was shopping in the town yesterday, I saw Mike.
 Because she knows the filing system, has more experience than the rest of the team, and can get into work at a moment's notice, Sarah will be in charge next week.
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