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Page 2
                        

Basic sentence patterns
 • There are 5 basic sentence patterns.

Page 3
                        

Pattern 1
 subject + verb
 The students learned.

Page 4
                        

Pattern 2
 Subject + verb + direct object
 The students read a book.

Page 5
                        

Pattern 3
 Subject + verb + indirect object + direct object
 The teacher read them a story.

Page 6
                        

Pattern 4
 Subject + verb + direct object + object complement
 The students named the substitute bird-lady.

Page 7
                        

Pattern 5
 Subject + linking verb + subject complement
 Mr. Szalkowski is a teacher.

Page 8
                        

Phrases
 • A phrase is a group of words that can function as a single unit in a sentence. Some phrases are…
 1. Noun phrases
 2. Verb phrases
 3. Verbal phrases
 4. Prepositional phrases
 5. Gerund phrases

Page 9
                        

Noun Phrase
 • A noun phrase consists of a main noun and any accompanying modifiers.
 • The heavy frost killed many fruit trees.
 • My cousin is an organic farmer.

Page 10
                        

Noun Phrase
 • Those apples looked delicious.
 • Those five beautiful shiny apples looked delicious.
 • Those five beautiful shiny Arkansas Black apples sitting on the chair looked delicious.

Page 11
                        

Noun Phrase
 • They ate peaches.
 • They ate the fresh Georgia peaches.
 • They ate the fresh Georgia peaches sitting on the wooden cart.

Page 12
                        

Verb Phrase
 • A verb phrase is an essential part of the predicate and can contain helping verbs.
 • The trees blossomed.
 • The fruit has ripened.

Page 13
                        

Verbal Phrases (gerund, participial, infinitive)
 • A verbal phrase includes verb forms that may be used as nouns or as modifiers.
 • He wanted to finish the task quickly.

Page 14
                        

Gerund Phrases
 • Gerund phrases function as nouns and contain –ing verb forms.
 • Writing a bestseller was her only goal.
 • My neighbor enjoys writing about distant places.

Page 15
                        

Participial Phrases
 • Participial phrases function as modifiers and may appear at the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence.
 • Planning her questions carefully, she was able to hold engaging interviews.
 • Known for her interviewing skills, she was asked to host her own show.
 • The reporter providing the most accurate account of the war was a soldier.

Page 16
                        

Infinitive Phrases
 • Infinitive phrases serve as nouns or modifiers. Infinitives use the word to followed by the base form of a verb.
 • The company intends to hire twenty new employees.
 • To attract customers, the company changed its advertising strategy.

Page 17
                        

Prepositional Phrases
 • Prepositional phrases provide information about time, place, cause, manner, and so on. They are generally used as modifiers.
 • With great feeling, Martin Luther King expressed his dream of freedom.
 • King delivered his most famous speech at a demonstration in Washington.
 • Everyone in the class was upset.
 • After dinner is too late.

Page 18
                        

Common Prepositions
 • About
 • After
 • Around
 • As
 • By
 • During
 • except
 • For
 • From
 • In
 • Into
 • Of
 • On
 • To
 • Under
 • Upon
 • With
 • Since
 • Through
 • Despite
 • Beside

Page 19
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