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W E E K L Y T H O U G H T S NOVEMBER 20 , 2016
 Dear Friends:
 We gather this week with family and friends for the Thanksgiving holiday. This holiday, untouched by a consumeristic advertising campaign, allows us to gather with loved ones and give thanks to God for our many blessings. In a world where people still cry out because of hunger and hear the sound of gunfire, we pause on Thanksgiving to acknowledge that God is faithful to us. We renew our hope in the promises of Christ where those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied.
 As a parish community, we will gather for a Thanksgiving Mass on Wednesday, November 23rd at 6:30pm. We gather to give the heavenly Father our thanks and to praise him for the gift of His Son Jesus Christ. There is no greater gift; in humbleness, we come before our God to offer thanks and praise.
 As you gather with your family and friends, may your hearts be thankful.
 Peace, strength, and courage,
 ADVENT / CHRISTMAS / NEW YEARS LITURGY TIMES
 Feast of Immaculate Conception Thursday, December 8th 7:00pm
 Christmas Mass Services Saturday, December 24th 4:00pm
 6:00pm
 10:00pm
 Sunday, December 25th 9:00am
 New Year’s Mass Saturday, December 31st 4:30pm
 Sunday, January 1st 8:30am
 10:30am
 Taizé Services Sundays - December 4th, 11th, 18th at 6:00pm Gathered in the presence of Christ, Taizé is a meditative prayer service that incorporates simple, repetitive song and chant, scripture readings, and periods of group silence in a setting of peace and soft light that fosters communion with God.
 Taizé Prayer is a meditative common prayer. It is an ecumenical form of prayer meant to foster reconciliation and peace among all people. Christians of all traditions can share in this ecumenical prayer. Join us this Advent.
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Reading I: 2 Samuel 5:1-3 Responsorial Psalm: 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5 Reading II: Colossians 1:12-20 Gospel: Luke 23:35-43
 Image: Elías García Martínez, Ecce-Homo (Behold the man) 19th century
 F A I T H Q U E S T I O N S ?
 Question for Children: Jesus is always kind to those who love him. How do you show your love for Jesus? Question for Youth: This week we celebrate Christ the King. In the best sense of the word, a King is some one who cares for the people under his care, and also has authority over them. When have you felt Jesus’ care for you? How do you allow Jesus to have authority over you? Question for Adults: As you think about Jesus on the cross, having compassion on the “good thief,” what lesson do you draw from it for your own life?
 S P I R I T U A L I T Y O F T H E R E A D I N G S
 Christ: a King? Here is a story which might help us understand.*
 Once upon a time there was a king named Arthur. You remember him. He was the one who invented the famous Round Table and had Lancelot as his knight and Guinevere as his wife.
 Long before he became a king—in fact when he was just a baby in the cradle—the nurse stepped out for a moment. Quick as a wink Merlin the magician stepped in, then stepped out.
 Taking the child with him.
 Now, Merlin was a kindly old magician, so this was not really a kidnapping. Alright it was, but it was for a fond purpose. Merlin did not want the boy to grow up in a sumptuous court, spoiled, pampered, and “royal.”
 Christ the King, one with the people, one with God, took on all that suffering.
 So he whisked young Arthur to the bedraggled castle of a third-rate Lord, Sir Ector. This palace was dirty and run down, but the people who lived there were nice, and the nooks and crannies were perfect for a little boy to run around in and to hide in. All the servants and lords and ladies became his friends, naturally. There was no jealousy about his being heir to the English throne because, thanks to Merlin, no one knew. Even the boy did not know! He was now the foster-son of Sir Ector, and he was given the unpresumptuous name Wart (which in those days rhymed with Art, which is short for Arthur).
 Merlin, funny old character, decided to educate Wart in an odd, special way. He began to transform him into various and sundry animals, so that Wart would find first-hand the wonders packed into, say, the life of a hawk. Or a fish. In fact, especially a fish, because fishes go around in schools, and Wart the fish would be able to attend classes!
 Our Lord did not go around being called “the Christ,” any more than Wart was called “King Arthur.” He was called “Jesus,” a name we would otherwise have known
 as Joshua, which possibly meant in Hebrew, “God is salvation.” He was a normal Jewish boy, playing with toys, helping his dad, getting his hands dirty and watching how birds fly.
 Like the Wart, Jesus identified with the lowliest, most ordinary people in the land. Granted, there was no Merlin to turn Jesus into a fish or a hawk, but there was something better. This man had come from God and he took on every aspect of our human lives (except sin). Even shame and humiliation. Even death.
 Pilate asked him if he were a king. He was, but not in a way that Pilate could understand. Smallness was his power. His Godly smallness characterized him as Christ the King!
 Maybe that is why Christ the King, one with the people, one with God, took on all that suffering. Because he was one of us. Why do we have to suffer? Because that is the way of the world. Why didn’t Christ the King change the world and make things perfect? He did. Only, in a way that a good parent would stay with a sick child. I almost forgot to tell you, I typed a wrong key when I began writing this reflection. I hit a “d” instead of a “g” at the end of the word King. It came out “Christ the Kind.”
 Come celebrate Christ the Kind.
 Fr. John Foley, S. J. of the Center for Liturgy
 * This story of Arthur is based on the book “The Sword in the Stone,” first of the series by T. H. White, called The Once and Future King (New York: Penguin/Putnam Inc., 1965). It is quite worth reading.
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Please remember the faithful departed…
 Max Beavers Father of parishioner
 Randy (Karly) Beavers
 Marilyn G. Schiltz Mother of parishioner
 Kathleen Schiltz
 … God grant them eternal rest.
 Knights of Columbus Breakfast There will be a Knights of C o l u m b u s B r e a k f a s t o n Sunday, November 20th after the 8:30 and 10:30 Masses. Join us for a delicious breakfast burrito, potatoes, cinnamon roll, fruit, milk, juice, & coffee. There will be a free will offering with proceeds to benefit the Knights of Columbus causes. See you there!
 NEW MEMBER COFFEE Welcome! If you are new to our Parish in the last 6 months, please come join us for Coffee & Donuts after 10:30 a.m. Mass in the Media Center of our School on Sunday, November 20th. Father Michael, our Welcome Committee, & Staff
 will be here to share a cup of coffee and visit as well as answer your questions about our Parish & the Beaverdale Community. We are blessed to have you worship with us....see you on the 20th!
 BAPTISM CLASS If you are interested in getting your child baptized at Holy Trinity, a Baptism Class is required. Our next Baptism Class is Monday, November 21st. If you would like to sign up please
 respond to this email or call the Parish Office at 255-3162 ext. 1128.
 Thanksgiving Dinner Desserts Needed The Knights of Columbus request donations of desserts for St. Joseph's Parish. St. Joseph serves the shut-ins & needy every year on Thanksgiving day. Dessert donations of pie, bars, cakes, & cookies will help make this Thanksgiving meal a winner. Please bring your donations to the Parish Office by 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 23rd. The Knights will then deliver the desserts. Questions, contact Bob Sheetz at 991-3823. Thank you for your generous donations!
 JOY TO THE WORLD - December 10th Tickets for JOY TO THE WORLD are now on sale at: www.HolyTrinityRespectLife.com. This is our Respect Life Committee’s 4th annual dinner and Broadway music review. Last year’s show sold out 3 weeks early. Buy a table for preferred seating. Questions? Call Karen Quiner at 689-9266.
 P A R I S H & D I O C E S A N N O T E S
 Call Early for Christmas Baskets Our Holy Trinity St. Vincent de Paul Society wants to provide Christmas Baskets for those families in need, especially within Holy Trinity parish. Please call the Church office at 255-3162 and leave a message for Gayle. She will call you to make arrangements to provide a food basket and toys for families. In order to qualify, Gayle must submit the toy order to the downtown office by Tuesday, November 22nd. Please call early to be eligible. To request a food basket, your calls should be made by that same Tuesday. Thank you!
 TAIZE SERVICES We will have serene Taize Services from 6:00-6:45 PM on Sundays during Advent beginning December 4th. Join us for the simple Taize prayer, song, and silence as a way to experience Advent as a period of joyful expectation. For more information contact Doug Renze at 515-710-4168 or [email protected].
 10th ANNIVERSARY EVENT Iowa Catholic Radio is celebrating 10 years on December 8th and everyone is invited to our anniversary event! The evening begins at St Ambrose Cathedral for Mass at 5:30 pm celebrated by Bishop Richard Pates. A social time begins at 6:30 pm at the Embassy Suites Downtown followed by dinner at 7:00 pm. Radio personalities Jack Williams from EWTN and Iowa Catholic Radio’s own Jon Leonetti will serve as emcees for the evening with the keynote address presented by Gary Zimak. Register now at iowacatholicradio.com or call Iowa Catholic Radio at 515-223-1150. Buy a ticket or buy a half or full table (4, 8 or 10) with your friends and family.
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DCHS Performing Arts Department Presents The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, December 2nd & 3rd at 7:30pm in the Dowling Catholic Auditorium (enter thru the new chapel). Tickets: $5 (adult) -- $3(child/SAT pass)
 Mass at the Cathedral Bishop Pates will preside and preach at the 10:30 am Thanksgiving Day Mass at St. Ambrose Cathedral, 6th & High Street, Des Moines, Iowa on Thursday, November 24th. This later Mass time may allow opportunity for many in the area to pray with us in gratitude for all God’s bounty.
 ST. THERESA CHURCH LADIES 2016 STARS BAZAAR The Annual Altar & Rosary Society (STARS) Church Ladies Bazaar will be Saturday, December 3rd from 9:00 am – 3:30 pm. There will be over 25 vendors, Cookie Walk, raffle and lunch available. Back by popular demand will be “Breakfast with Santa.” We will have two seatings at 9:00 am and 10:00 am. Children will have a small breakfast, participate in an activity, and some time with Santa. Photos will be taken. Seating is limited, so make reservations by calling Mary Stearns at 515-255-2876. We will be selling Cookies by the Bucket for $15 and $10 and prepackaged plates for $5. Please, come shop and bring all your friends.
 Drake’s madrigal dinners are simply magical! This holiday celebration is absolutely unique and is the perfect way to share an evening of great food, drink, music, and laughter with friends, co-workers, or family. Tickets for the event (Saturday, December 3, 7:00 p.m.; Sunday, December 4, 5:00 p.m.; Olmsted Center Parents Hall) are $55 per person and include a six-course meal. Online reservations and more d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n c a n b e f o u n d at www.drake.edu/madrigaldinners or you can call the Drake Fine Arts Box Office, 271-3841. Drake’s Chamber Choir, under the direction of Aimee Beckmann-Collier, will transport you and your guest to a glorious place and time!
 P A R I S H & D I O C E S A N N O T E S
 20th Anniversary Celebration at All Saints In honor of Fr. Harris' 20th Anniversary of Ordination, we are adding our Adult Choir to our Youth Choir for our Annual Christmas Program on December 10, 2016 after the 4:00 PM Mass in the Church. In addition to the choirs, we have invited our talented members for solos and duets. Also, immediately following at 6:00 PM, please join us in celebrating and honoring Fr. Harris on his 20th Anniversary of Ordination in the Parish Hall(650 NE 52nd St. Des Moines). Light refreshments will be served. Please join us for this beautiful season of music and celebration!
 Advent Morning of Reflection Saturday December 3rd, 9am to noon at Emmaus House, 1521 Center Street, Des Moines. The beauty and power of Advent often gets lost amid the busyness of preparing for Christmas, distracting us from the purpose of this holy preparatory season of looking forward and waiting for something greater. Join us at Emmaus House as Cindy Shaw leads us in a morning of prayer and reflection on Waiting and Longing Throughout the Ages; what it is for which we wait and long for? The cost of the retreat is $25 and seating is limited, so register and reserve your seat today! Register online at http://www.theemmaushouse.org/upcoming-events or email at [email protected]. The cost of the retreat includes a continental breakfast and snacks!
 Beginning Experience What if the worst thing you think could happen does and you are w i d o w e d , s e p a r a t e d , o r divorced? What if life changes in the blink of an eye? How do you cope? How do you deal with the grief, loss and pain? Beginning
 Experience can help, you do not have to suffer alone. We know how you feel; we have gone through the same things you are going through. Join us for three open houses on December 9th & 16th, and January 6th at St. Augustin Church at 42nd and Grand Ave. From 7-8:30 You are not alone, let us show you how we got through our grief. You can still have a good life and Beginning Experience can help. Questions contact Dana Reed at 515-975-3745 or Mike Losee at 515-360-8268, Father Bob 515-418-1938.
 Follow Holy Trinity School
 facebook.com/htschooldm @htschooldm
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O U R S C H O O L C O M M U N I T Y
 Honoring Our Veterans On Veteran’s Day several of our 8th grade students took time to place flags at Glendale Cemetery at the graves of both World War II and Civil War veterans. The project was led by 8th grade students Ella Hollander, Isaiah James, Grady Robinson, and Jacob Wilbeck. They planned a community movie night to raise money to purchase flags for the gravesites. They were joined by several other 8th grade students along with Mrs. Winston and Miss Brott to place the flags on Veterans Day. We are so proud of the faithful citizens they are becoming!
 Girls on the Run Congratulations to our Girls on the Run participants for completing the program and running a 5K last weekend! These 3rd, 4th & 5th grade girls have worked hard over the last 10 weeks to prepare for this event. Thank you to their parent volunteer coaches Colleen Murphy, Erin Strawn, and Megan Hennis for your time and dedication.
 Transportation Reimbursement Due Dec. 1st! Holy Trinity Kindergarten through 8th grade parents are eligible to receive transportation reimbursement from their school district of residence. If you live more than 2 miles from Holy Trinity School, you are eligible for this reimbursement. Parents MUST submit the reimbursement form to their school district twice a year. The first deadline for the school year is December 1st. The transportation reimbursement form is available on our website under School Resources-School Forms. If you have questions, please contact the school office.
 Gift Giving made easy with SCRIP Watch those backpacks next week for our latest SCRIP promotion – Gift Giving with SCRIP! The PTO and SCRIP committee has been hard at work planning gifts for the special people in your lives: teachers, babysitters, grandparents, aunts/uncles and more. We are pleased to offer gifts ranging in price from $10-unlimited. You choose the theme and add as many SCRIP gift cards as you want – the PTO does all of the shopping and hard work. What better way to give gifts to those who mean the most to you this Christmas season – it’s a win-win for you, the recipient, and for Holy Trinity!
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S A I N T O F T H E W E E K & D I O C E S A N N O T E S
 Miguel Agustin Pro, Priest and Martyr, 1891-1927
 Often, if we think at all about martyrs in modern times, we r e m e m b e r s a i n t s l i k e Maximilian Kolbe or Edith Stein, victims of the Nazi Holocaust. But others also gave their lives for their faith in the 20th century, even in the western hemisphere. Miguel Agustin Pro was one of these.
 Born January 13, 1891, at Guadalupe, Mexico, to Miguel
 Pro Sr. and Josefa Juarez, Miguel might not have impressed people with his saintliness as a child. From an early age, he was a practical joker whose mischievousness sometimes got him into trouble. Nevertheless, he maintained his sense of humor throughout his life.
 Sadly, like many young people in our time, Miguel drifted away from his faith and the sacraments for a time as a teenager. However, when an older sister entered the convent, Miguel began to give some serious thought to his own calling. In 1910, nearing the age of 20, Miguel applied to and entered the Jesuit novitiate in El Llano, Michoacan. Unfortunately, this coincided with the beginning of the Mexican Revolution which soon led to the persecution of the Catholic Church, beginning with the overthrow of Porfino Diaz, the Mexican leader in 1911.
 In 1914, when the seminary in Mexico was forced to close, Miguel began a trek which would lead him through Jesuit schools in California and Spain before he was finally ordained in Belgium in 1925. Around this time, Miguel suffered from severe stomach disorders which did not respond to several surgeries. In 1926, his superiors allowed him to return to his native Mexico despite the severe persecution taking place there.
 Miguel was not initially known to be a priest and so, with several disguises, he was able to minister to Mexican Catholics. While, with the help of these Catholics, he had escaped detection, the ring was closing in around him. In one case, while being chased by the police, Miguel asked a young woman
 who happened to be walking along the street to help him. The police ran right by the arm-in-arm lovers.
 Time began to run out for the priest when, in November 1927, a bomb was thrown from a car at the newly elected president of Mexico. The car had once belonged to Miguel’s brother and, while none of them had anything to do with the attempt, Miguel and his brothers were falsely charged with the assassination attempt and arrested.
 On November 23rd, Miguel and his brothers were led out to be executed. The arresting policeman quietly asked his forgiveness which Miguel gladly granted as he also did for the firing squad. When stood up before the firing squad, Miguel refused a blindfold. He said in a loud voice, “Viva Cristo Rey!” (Long Live Christ the King!), spread his arms in the manner of Jesus on the cross, and was shot.
 The government, hoping to intimidate the people away from the practice of their religion, allowed Miguel Pro’s execution to be covered by the press and pictures of his death appeared in the papers and became widespread among Catholics. The opposite effect of the government’s aim occurred and it soon became illegal to possess copies of the picture.
 Miguel Pro was beatified by Pope John Paul II on September 25th, 1988. A memorial to this saint’s life is celebrated on November 23rd.
 Miguel's message today: Few of us are born with a faith strong enough to withstand the kind of pressure applied to Catholics in Mexico to abandon their beliefs during the early 20th Century. Attending Mass often, serving in a parish ministry, and frequent personal prayer will all help to strength our faith.
 Pray daily that God will give you the strength to stand up for your faith if ever called upon to do so.
 Respect Life Corner
 “We’re all human, aren't we?
 Every human life is worth
 the same, and worth saving.”
 - J.K. Rowling
 www.holytrinityrespectlife.com
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P A R I S H A N D S C H O O L C A L E N D A R
 SUNDAY 11/20
 MONDAY 11/21
 TUESDAY 11/22
 WEDNESDAY11/23
 THURSDAY 11/24
 FRIDAY 11/25
 SATURDAY 11/26
 HT School All School Mass hosted by
 7th grade 8:30 am
 NOON Dismissal
 NO SCHOOL KC Closed
 NO SCHOOL KC Closed
 Faith Formation
 RE
 Celebrate
 Adult Faith Formation
 NO RCIA Sunday Readings Groups 7:30 am
 Misc. K of C Breakfast after both
 Masses
 New Member Welcome
 after 10:30 am Mass
 Baptism Class 7:00 pm MC
 Mass of Thanksgiving 6:30 pm CH
 Parish Office Closed
 Parish Office Closed
 CH - Church
 6N, 6H, 7R, 7P, 8W, 8G Classrooms DC - Day
 Chapel Gym -
 Gymnasium K - Kitchen MC - Media
 Center PO - Parish
 Office Conference
 Room SR - Social
 Room SL - Staff Lounge
 Mass and Liturgy Schedule and Intentions
 Sunday, November 20th 8:30 am Mass For the Parish
 10:30 am Mass Kathy Coleman Monday, November 21st 8:00 am Mass Communion Service Tuesday, November 22nd 8:00 am Mass Marilyn Schiltz Wednesday, November 23rd 8:30 am Mass Gene Kane 6:30 pm Mass Mary Bleimehl Thursday, November 24th 8:00 am Mass No Mass Friday, November 25th 8:00 am Mass Ron Nielsen Saturday, November 26th 4:30 pm Mass David Michael Stehl
 †Give the spiritual gift of a Mass. Offer it for the soul of a loved one or someone special in your life.
 Contact the Parish Office at 255-3162 to schedule a mass intention
 Liturgical Ministers and Altar Servers
 Saturday, November 26th at 4:30 pm
 Altar Server St. Benedict Team Lectors Lorraine Riseley Jenn O’Tool EMHC Team 1 Cantors Eileen Denner Organist/Pianist Janice Weast Sunday, November 27th at 8:30 am
 Altar Server St. Thomas Team
 Lectors Tom Henderson Doug Gross EMHC Team 2 Children’s Liturgy Holiday Cantor John TeKippe Organist/Pianist Janice Weast
 Sunday, November 27th at 10:30 am
 Altar Server St. Stephen Team Lectors Billy Howe Kimberly Boggus EMHC Team 3 Children’s Liturgy Holiday Musical Coordinator Jim Shutt
 Financial Blessings Ending Week of October 30, 2016
 Yearly goal (July 16-June 17) $1,019,700 Weekly offertory collected $6,787 Year to date offering $305,441
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HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 Rev. Michael A. Amadeo, Pastor 
 2926 Beaver Ave  
 Des Moines, Iowa 50310  
 PARISH OFFICE      
 Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm  
 (515) 255‐3162 ext. 1128  
 SCHOOL OFFICE 
 Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm  
 (515) 255‐3162 ext. 1116 
 Fax: (515) 255‐1381  
 RELIGIOUS FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 
 (515) 255‐3162 ext. 1124  
 For a Staff Directory, Calendar, or a List of Ministries 
 and Groups, please go to www.holytrinitydm.org  
 PARISH REGISTRATION 
 Registration  forms  are  available  in  the  pews,  at  the 
 Parish Office or call 255‐3162 ext. 1128.   
 SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
 Contact Melissa Heller  at  255‐3162    ext.  1115  or  email 
 [email protected]  
 MASS TIMES 
 Weekend 
 Saturday: 4:30 pm 
 Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am 
 Weekdays 
 Monday: 8:00 am‐ Communion Service 
 Tuesday/Thursday/Friday: 8:00 am  
 Wednesday: 8:30 am‐All School Mass 
 Adoration 
 Thursday: 2:00 pm‐10:00 pm 
 Reconciliation 
 Saturday: 3:00 pm  
 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  
 Baptism:  Class is held once a month on a Monday at 
 7:00 pm.  Contact the Parish Office to register.  
 Matrimony:   Contact the Parish Office at least 6 months 
 prior to the wedding date.  
 RCIA: The Rite of Christian  Initiation of Adults  (RCIA) 
 is  the  process  adults  go  through  to  come  into  full 
 communion  with  the  Catholic  Church.,  contact  Jim 
 Wilwerding at 771‐1847 or [email protected]  
 FACILITIES SCHEDULING & RENTAL 
 Parishioners  may  call  Andy  Negrete  at  255‐3162  ext. 
 1129 for more information.  
 PASTORAL CARE 
 Anointing of the Sick:  Contact the Parish Office at  
 255‐3162.  
 Communion  to  the Sick:  If you are aware of  someone 
 who is homebound or in the hospital or nursing home 
 and would like to receive communion, contact Sandy at 
 255‐3162 ext. 2202.  
 Prayer Chain:  In  the event of a crisis or serious  illness 
 of  a  family  member  or  friend,  your  party  will  be 
 included  (with  their permission)  through a phone  tree 
 of parishioners who offer prayers daily.   
 BULLETIN ARTICLES 
 Submit no later than noon, Friday (10 days before date of 
 Sunday bulletin).  Email: [email protected] 
 Articles will be subject to edit and available space. 
 Advertisers of the Week:
 To advertise your business, please contact Andy Negrete in the Parish
 Office 255-3162 ext. 1129 or [email protected]
 P A R I S H C O N T A C T S
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