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Spirituality is big business!Spirituality is big business!
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Genealogy Genealogy
 No essential meaning to termsNo essential meaning to terms
 Construction always in power Construction always in power relationsrelations
 Post-structuralist analysisPost-structuralist analysis
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CritiqueCritique
 ““the most troubling aspect of the most troubling aspect of many modern spiritualities is many modern spiritualities is precisely that they are not precisely that they are not
 troubling enough”troubling enough”
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The Two “Phases” of the The Two “Phases” of the Privatisation of ReligionPrivatisation of Religion
 Phase 1 – Liberalism and the EnlightenmentPhase 1 – Liberalism and the Enlightenment
 separation of church and stateseparation of church and state
 ““religion” treated as distinct sphere religion” treated as distinct sphere from economics and politicsfrom economics and politics
 Religion located in the private sphereReligion located in the private sphere
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The second “privatisation”The second “privatisation”
 Neo-liberalism Neo-liberalism (late 20(late 20thth century): century): freedom of the market – freedom of the market – deregulation; pursuit of individual deregulation; pursuit of individual /corporate profit/corporate profit
 Neo-liberalism is an economic Neo-liberalism is an economic ideology ideology but but it is also a CULTURAL it is also a CULTURAL PHENOMENONPHENOMENON
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Carrette & King Carrette & King Selling Spirituality Selling Spirituality (2005: 123)(2005: 123)
 ““Spirituality has Spirituality has become the become the primary means primary means facilitating the facilitating the corporate corporate takeover of takeover of religion.”religion.”
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Spectrum Model of SpiritualitySpectrum Model of Spirituality
 1.1. Revolutionary or Anti-Capitalist Revolutionary or Anti-Capitalist Spiritualities Spiritualities
 2.2. Business-Ethics/Reformist Business-Ethics/Reformist SpiritualitiesSpiritualities
 3.3. Individualist/Consumerist Individualist/Consumerist SpiritualitiesSpiritualities
 4.4. Capitalist SpiritualityCapitalist Spirituality
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Features of Capitalist SpiritualityFeatures of Capitalist Spirituality
 1.1. AtomisationAtomisation2.2. Self-InterestSelf-Interest3.3. CorporatismCorporatism4.4. UtilitarianismUtilitarianism5.5. ConsumerismConsumerism6.6. QuietismQuietism7.7. Political myopiaPolitical myopia8.8. Thought-control/AccommodationismThought-control/Accommodationism
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The Silent TakeoverThe Silent Takeover
 1. Marketing and Advertising1. Marketing and Advertising
 2. Business Ethics2. Business Ethics
 3. Corporate Religion3. Corporate Religion

Page 11
                        

1. Marketing and Advertising1. Marketing and Advertising
 Three ages in branding:Three ages in branding:
 1.1. ‘‘trademark’ (c.1900)trademark’ (c.1900)2.2. ‘‘aspiration’ (1930s-1950s)aspiration’ (1930s-1950s)3.3. ‘‘new traditions’ (1990s)new traditions’ (1990s)
 ““Brands shape people’s lives…”Brands shape people’s lives…”
 John Grant John Grant The New Marketing Manifesto (2000)The New Marketing Manifesto (2000)
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Brands as New TraditionsBrands as New Traditions ““The new marketing approach is to offer The new marketing approach is to offer
 brand ideas as a way of negotiating with brand ideas as a way of negotiating with new life situations. It means acting as the new life situations. It means acting as the new traditions new traditions – not simply an addendum to – not simply an addendum to the old ones. That is why I call it the old ones. That is why I call it ‘mythologizing‘mythologizing’. It sounds a subtle ’. It sounds a subtle distinction but I think it is quite a big shift distinction but I think it is quite a big shift to a more constructive role for marketing in to a more constructive role for marketing in society.”society.”
 John Grant John Grant The New Marketing Manifesto The New Marketing Manifesto Texere, 2000: 12, 48.Texere, 2000: 12, 48.
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The New CitrThe New Citroën:oën:Roland Barthes Roland Barthes Mythologies (1957)Mythologies (1957)
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Essence & ActualityEssence & ActualityBarthes identified three processes in the semiotics of the
 Citroën car:
 1. spiritualisation
 2. mediatisation
 3. actualisation
 ‘spirituality’ has no essence = politics of representation
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2. Business-Ethics2. Business-Ethics
 business and religion = business and religion = complex relationship.complex relationship.
 (1) businesses that seek to (1) businesses that seek to use “ethical” values in use “ethical” values in their practicetheir practice
 AndAnd
 (2) the marketing of (2) the marketing of “spirituality” within “spirituality” within business as a form of business as a form of product-enhancementproduct-enhancement
 alliance between religion alliance between religion and capitalismand capitalism
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3. Corporate Religion 3. Corporate Religion
 “ “[M]any people [M]any people crave a spiritual crave a spiritual and goal-and goal-directed attitude directed attitude in their in their companies.”companies.”
 Jesper Kunde Jesper Kunde Corporate Corporate ReligionReligion Prentice Hall, 2000: xii.Prentice Hall, 2000: xii.
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Corporate ReligionCorporate Religion
 ““Brands will become religions and Brands will become religions and some individuals, who are seen as an some individuals, who are seen as an expression of their brands, will expression of their brands, will themselves become religions.”themselves become religions.”
 Jesper Kunde Jesper Kunde Corporate ReligionCorporate Religion, Prentice Hall, 2000: 6., Prentice Hall, 2000: 6.
 concept of “religion” = problematic concept of “religion” = problematic taxonomic category taxonomic category
 mythologised for business culture.mythologised for business culture.
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Jesper Kunde Jesper Kunde Corporate ReligionCorporate Religion, , Prentice Hall, 2000: 8.Prentice Hall, 2000: 8.
 ““What takes a company to success is What takes a company to success is its philosophy, articulated by a its philosophy, articulated by a “spiritual” management….Spiritual “spiritual” management….Spiritual management is set to become the management is set to become the most important management tool of most important management tool of the future, because it provides the the future, because it provides the only protection against the only protection against the complexity of new products and the complexity of new products and the speed of market change ”speed of market change ”
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Corporate Belief Corporate Belief ““emotional” values emotional” values
 = success of a = success of a product and product and companycompany
 Microsoft, the Coca-Microsoft, the Coca-Cola Company, Cola Company, Nike, Harley-Nike, Harley-Davidson, Virgin, Davidson, Virgin, Walt Disney and the Walt Disney and the Body ShopBody Shop
 Brand loyalty = Brand loyalty = “belief”“belief”
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Faith and Business LeadersFaith and Business Leaders ““Bill Gates is an Bill Gates is an
 outstanding outstanding example of a example of a spiritual leader who spiritual leader who uses the media to uses the media to control both his control both his company and the company and the business area in business area in which Microsoft which Microsoft operates.”operates.”
 Jesper Kunde Jesper Kunde Corporate Corporate ReligionReligion (Prentice Hall, (Prentice Hall, 2000: 8)2000: 8)
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Business FaithBusiness Faith
 faithfaith traditions = traditions = faith in capitalfaith in capital (the corporate (the corporate religion)religion)
 Globalisation = Globalisation = spread of ‘world spread of ‘world religion’ of religion’ of capitalismcapitalism
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Capitalist SpiritualityCapitalist Spirituality
 ““We are now seeing the We are now seeing the corporatisation of spirituality, that is corporatisation of spirituality, that is the tailoring of those individualised the tailoring of those individualised spiritualities to fit the needs of spiritualities to fit the needs of corporate business culture in its corporate business culture in its demands for an efficient, productive demands for an efficient, productive and and pacifiedpacified workforce.” (page 29) workforce.” (page 29)
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Critical Responses to the BookCritical Responses to the Book
 Paul Heelas, Paul Heelas, Spiritualities of LifeSpiritualities of Life Gordon Lynch, Gordon Lynch, The New SpiritualityThe New Spirituality Vincent Miller, Vincent Miller, Consuming ReligionConsuming Religion
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‘‘Sufficient’ Critique (Paul Sufficient’ Critique (Paul Heelas, Heelas, Spiritualities of LifeSpiritualities of Life))
 ““Normalized inhabitants of market Normalized inhabitants of market capitalist society presuppose its capitalist society presuppose its ruling values as the inherent ruling values as the inherent structure of ‘the real world’.”structure of ‘the real world’.”
 John McMurtry John McMurtry Value Wars: The Global Value Wars: The Global Market Versus the Life Economy Market Versus the Life Economy (Pluto, 2002) p.xvi. (Pluto, 2002) p.xvi.
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Structures, Practices & ValuesStructures, Practices & Values
 Critique: Critique:
 who benefits?who benefits?
 Profit and efficiencyProfit and efficiency
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Religion and Global Politics Religion and Global Politics
 ““Neo-liberal ideology is creating a Neo-liberal ideology is creating a globalising context in which a single globalising context in which a single model of the world – one dominated model of the world – one dominated by economics and the by economics and the valuesvalues of the of the marketplace - is taking root”marketplace - is taking root”
 Carrette & King Carrette & King Selling Spirituality Selling Spirituality (2005: 128)(2005: 128)
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A new world religion?A new world religion?
 ““Spirituality” is the new frontier for Spirituality” is the new frontier for the missionary expansion of the missionary expansion of capitalism as a new ‘religion’.capitalism as a new ‘religion’.
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