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                            Page 1
                        

RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITYJust as a candle cannot burn without fire, men cannot live without a spiritual life.-Buddha

Page 2
                        

REMINDERS: BIO IA today History IA Friday You’re doing a great job getting VV’s done!
 Keep it up!
 Truth and Wisdom: We will begin right after break—you will have KI/Quotes/Vocab before you leave. Is anyone gone before Friday?
 Music Today: Handel’s Messiah, sung by the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge

Page 3
                        


Page 4
                        

WRITE A MINUTE…OR TWO…1) What purposes do religion and spirituality
 serve?

Page 5
                        

POSSIBLE PURPOSES: To answer the unanswerable.
 Why do people suffer? Is death the end? What is the meaning of life? Where can I seek comfort? Does the universe hold meaning? Are our lives significant?

Page 6
                        

WORDS, WORDS, WORDS… Faith Spirituality Religion Sacred Holy Prayer Worship Divine Miracle
 Jot down your connection or reaction to each of these words--

Page 7
                        

THOMAS JEFFERSONQuestion with boldness even the existence of God; because if there be one, he must more approve of the homage of reason than that of blindfolded fear.
 What is he saying?
 http://www.ted.com/talks/questions_no_one_knows_the_answers_to.html
 http://www.ted.com/talks/questions_no_one_knows_the_answers_to.html
 http://www.ted.com/talks/questions_no_one_knows_the_answers_to.html

Page 8
                        

METAPHYSICAL BELIEFS Theism: the universe is governed by an
 omnipotent (all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving) creator. (Islam, Christianity, Judaism)

Page 9
                        

Pantheism: God is everything and everything is part of God. (Hinduism, Buddhism). Popular with scientists—God is nature and nature
 is God. Does that mean God’s will is also natural?

Page 10
                        

Atheism: denies the existence of a creator “God.”

Page 11
                        

Agnosticism: Neither asserts nor denies the existence of God or a higher power, but keeps an open mind about it. Some see this as the ultimate form of sacrilege…
 waffling, as it were.

Page 12
                        

Intelligent Design: There is too much coincidence in how things “work”; order and harmony could not have come about by chance, but must have been made by an intelligent creator.

Page 13
                        

PASCAL’S WAGER

Page 14
                        

PHYSICS Scientists of physics agree that it is quite
 mysterious that the universe is not only orderly, but orderly in such a way that it can be mostly understood by human beings with their limitations of knowledge.

Page 15
                        

DOES THIS LEAVE US THEN WITH ONLY TWO OPTIONS?1 Intelligent Design
 2Infinity of universes, earths, beings, possibilities.

Page 16
                        


Page 17
                        

BIG BANG IDEAS TO PONDER What caused the Big Bang? Could this
 connect to intelligent design, or at least an instigator?
 “Nothing can come from nothing.” The universe has always existed? Shrink and
 grow, shrink and grow….repeat. The first “uncaused cause”—from there,
 everything since has had a cause.

Page 18
                        

ATTEMPTING TO GRASP RELIGION Anthropomorphism: God looks like a human. Metaphor: God as a ‘father’. Parable: understanding religious values by
 the stories told within that religion. Example: “Good Samaritan”

Page 19
                        

PARADOXES/COUNTERCLAIMS1. Paradox of omnipotence2. Paradox of change3. Paradox of Suffering4. Paradox of Free Will
 *See page 407 in your text book for more explanation.

Page 20
                        

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE Are all religions founded on a bedrock of
 personal experiences? Is this data, then, considered empirical? Do we not consider empirical data the closest to ‘truth’?

Page 21
                        

THEN A SYLLOGISMEmpirical data is the most trustworthy and least skewed by bias.Religions are based on empirical data.Religious experiences are based on the most trustworthy and the least skewed data.
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