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Religions of the WorldWhy is religion/spirituality
 necessary?
 Why do people feel the need for spirituality or religion?

Page 2
                        

The Questions of Religions
 Why do good things happen to bad people and bad things happen to good people?
 What happens when one dies?Why do we live?Is there good and evil? How do what know
 which is which?Why is there emotional pain?

Page 3
                        

In The Beginning!!
 Early ManNeanderthal/Cro-
 MagnonMaking sense out of
 the world
 EnvironmentHot/ColdAnimalsNatural
 Phenomenon

Page 4
                        

Hunters and GatherersIndo- European tribesSpread languages and religions
 Tribal Unit is the basis for religions and governments
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Movement
 Language, Ideas, Technologies, Cultures, Religions move
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Ancient Religions The religions that superseded modern mainstream religions. Often considered paganism or mythology. Animistic, Shamanistic, Totemic
 Religion: a set of beliefs concerning the cause, nature, and purpose of the universe, esp. when considered as the creation of a superhuman agency or agencies, usually involving devotional and ritual observances, and often containing a moral code governing the conduct of human affairs.
 a specific fundamental set of beliefs and practices generally agreed upon by a number of persons or sects: the Christian religion; the Buddhist religion
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Ancient Religions
 Meant to explain/control natural phenomena
 Local to tribes or groups
 Used to control behavior, mores, and values of tribe
 Verbal; no written texts
 Ceremonies important
 Based on visual and emotional experiences

Page 8
                        

Paganisma person holding religious beliefs other than those of the main world religions
 Pagan means rustic or those of the country
 Polytheistic- many gods or spirits
 Animistic- The nature of the soul and animals
 Totemic- Entity that watches over person or tribe ex: Wolf clan
 Shamanism-Intermediaries between spirits and people
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Polytheism, Monotheism, Pantheism

Page 10
                        

Monotheism vs. Polytheism vs. Pantheistic
 The use of many gods
 Why one god over many gods?
 God is everything and everywhere (Pantheism)
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Mythology
 Greek: meaning “a story telling”
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxoRWD-RwtU
 a body of folklore/myths/or legends that a particular culture finds meaningful in explaining the nature of reality or mysteries in life
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Great Flood
 Noah v. Babylonians
 Book of the Dead
 Native American – The Cree Turtle
 Greece – Deucalion and Pyrrha
 China - Fuhi Family
 Many more
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BABYLONIAN BIBLE Take the seed of all creatures aboard the ship
 Gen. 6:19 And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring.
 I boarded the ship and closed the door.
 Gen. 7:1 Come into the ArkGen. 7:16 The Lord shut him in.
 I sent out a dove . . . The dove went, then came back, no resting-place appeared for it, so it returned.
 Gen. 8:8 He sent out a dove...But the dove found no resting-place . . . and she returned.
 Then I sent out a raven . .it was the waters receding, it ate, it flew about to and fro, it did not return.
 Gen. 8:7 He sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up from the Earth.
 I made a libation on the peak of the mountain.
 Gen. 8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord (on the mountain) and offered burnt offerings.
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Shamans
 Treat the sick
 Intervene with spirits
 Fortune telling Story telling

Page 15
                        

Zoroastrian
 Concept of an afterlife of paradise
 Concept of an afterlife of hell
 A virgin birth
 Creation/good v. evil/purification
 First recognized monotheistic religion and first to connect with a standing government Cyrus of Persia
 Founded by ZarathrushtraReligion of ancient Persia 2500 bcSacred Text:“The Avesta” GathasDeity: Ahura Mazda priests: MagiAntithesis: Angra-ManyuGood versus EvilInfluenced other monotheistic
 religions that followedIslam’s influence in Persia caused
 movement.

Page 16
                        

Judaism (Yehudah)Patriarch : Abraham of Ur Prophet: Moses
 Sacred Texts: Torah (Old Testament) 613 (commandments)
 Deity: YHWH (Orthodox)Adonai (prayer) Elohim (conversation)
 Main Theos: The Covenant
 David established Jerusalem as Cultural Center
 Olam Ha-Ba (The life After)
 Monotheistic
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Jewish Diaspora

Page 18
                        

Christianity Protestantism
 Jesus ChristSacred Text: New
 TestamentDeity: TrinityConstantine: Edict
 of Milan 313Great Schism
 Martin Luther95 Thesis at Diet of
 WormsPeasant FiresBeginning of later
 denominational faiths
 Universalizing
 Christianity

Page 19
                        

Types of Christianity
 Early Christianity
 Council of Nicaea
 Catholicism
 Roman Catholic v Orthodox
 Protestantism
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Christian Expansion

Page 21
                        

ISLAMProphet: Quraysh Muhammad 7-16 622 ad
 Jibra ‘il - “Recite”
 Holy Text: Qur'an
 Deity: Allah
 Five Pillars of Islam
 Sunni v. Shiite
 Caliphs

Page 22
                        

Five Pillars of Islam
 Muhammad is the messenger of God (Shahada 0r Creed)
 Prayer 5 times a day (Salat)
 Fasting (Sawm)
 Give to the poor-alms (Zakat)
 Pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj)
 Universalizing
 http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/places/culture-places/beliefs-and-traditions/saudiarabia_mecca.html
 http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/places/culture-places/beliefs-and-traditions/saudiarabia_mecca.html
 http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/places/culture-places/beliefs-and-traditions/saudiarabia_mecca.html
 http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/places/culture-places/beliefs-and-traditions/saudiarabia_mecca.html
 http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/places/culture-places/beliefs-and-traditions/saudiarabia_mecca.html
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Shia: descendants of Ali
 Sunni: Abu Bakr
 Sunni V. Shia
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Islamic Expansion

Page 25
                        

Eastern Religions

Page 26
                        

Hinduism
 4000 years old part of Indo-European invasion
 Religious Texts: Oldest of any religion :The Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita
 Pantheistic
 Deity : All encompassing Brahma
 Siva the destroyer Visnu the protector
 Karma to achieve Dharma

Page 27
                        

Hinduism
 Caste system:

Page 28
                        

Jainism
 Jainism: From Jani sanskrit for victorious
 Prophet: 6th century BC Mahavira contemporary of Siddhartha Gautama
 Jainism rejects the caste system and the ritual sacrifice from the Veda’s

Page 29
                        

SikhismFormed 15th Century in N. India
 Formed by Guru Nanak
 Guru: means teacher
 Monotheistic -Nam (God)
 Sacred Book: Guru Granth Sahib
 Reject some beliefs of Hinduism and Islam
 Cultural convergence: believe in Karma
 Reincarnation: cycle of life to reach Gurmuhk

Page 30
                        

Sikhism
 Founding Fathers : Ten Gurus
 The Khanda Swords/Circle
 Protests against British Rule and a wish for sovereignty led to the first Amritsar massacre 1919
 Second Amritsar massacre in 1984 after Indian troops open fire

Page 31
                        

BuddhismNorthern India 563 bc
 Prophet: Siddhartha Gautama upon reaching enlightenment renamed Buddha “Awakened One”
 Holy Text: Oral - Sutras or Tripitaka
 “The middle Path”
 Nirvana

Page 32
                        

Taoism (Daoism) and Confucianism
 Daoism- Traditional Chinese reaction to Confuscianism philosophy 100 bc
 Compassion , Moderation, Humility
 Ancestor Worship
 Confucianism- Religion based on the philosophy of Confucius 500 bc

Page 33
                        

Kong Fuzi Says….
 Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in getting up every time we do.
 What the superior man seeks is in himself; what the small man seeks is in others.
 If a man takes no thought about what is distant, he will find sorrow near at hand.
 Learning without thought is labor lost; thought without learning is perilous.
 http://listverse.com/2009/02/27/top-20-wise-quotes-of-confucius/
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Shintoism
 From Shin Tao
 Means “Way of Kami”
 Symbiotic with Buddhism
 No founder , no ancient text
 Polytheistic
 Worship of ancient spirits and gods
 Originated in Kyushu
 2nd century bc
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