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NehemiahGod’s Plan for RenewalNehemiahGod’s Plan for RenewalNehemiahGod’s Plan for RenewalNehemiahGod’s Plan for Renewal
 Prayer ה Compassion ו Sacrifice ה Leadership י Purity
 NehemiahNehemiahGod’s (( יהיה והוה )) Plan for Renewal
 NehemiahNehemiahGod’s (( יהיה והוה )) Plan for Renewal
 Chapter 1 & 2: Prayers, Patriotism, Pathways, & Plans
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REVIEW: Who, What, When & Where
 Nehemiah (“Yahweh comforts”): A Hebrew born in Persia Possibly great-grandparents taken
 into captivity when Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians
 Cupbearer in the court of Artaxerxes I, King of Persia (reigned 464-423 BC)
 Time Period: 444-425 BC (19 years) Layman Intelligent, educated, courageous,
 compassionate, man of integrity & godliness, selfless, strong leadership
 Contemporary of Ezra, a Hebrew Priest; descendent of the first High Priest, Aaron
 Together they restore Judah politically and spiritually
 Nehemiah becomes Governor of Jerusalem
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REVIEW: Who, What, When & Where
 Persian Empire & Judah Persian Empire; capital: Susa Judah (the southern Kingdom);
 capital: Jerusalem
 Nehemiah’s Trip:
 900 MILES
 4 MONTHS

Page 4
                        

REVIEW: Who, What, When & Where
 Some 1,000 years after the time of Moses and some 400 years before the birth of Jesus, the nation of Israel and the Jewish people were in a desperate state.
 Their nations were destroyed, First the northern Jewish kingdom of Israel and then the southern Jewish kingdom of Judah. The city of Jerusalem was completely conquered by the Babylonians and the once-glorious temple of Solomon was destroyed.
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REVIEW: Who, What, When & Where
 Jewish Exile to Babylon
 Jewish Exile Route:
 Babylonian Empire:
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REVIEW: Who, What, When & Where
 When the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem, in 587 BC they deported almost everyone from the city and the region. Then in 538 BC, the Persians conqured the Babylonians. For some 70 years, Jerusalem was a ghost town, with the potential to end up like many ancient cities - completely forgotten except to history.
 But after 70 years of captivity, they were given the opportunity to return to their homeland, the Promised Land. Out of the some two or three million Jews deported from the land, only 50,000 decided to return to the Promised Land. That's only something like 2%! But they did return, and in the days of Ezra, they rebuilt the temple and laid a spiritual foundation for Israel once again.
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REVIEW: Who, What, When & Where
 The Book of Nehemiah begins 15 years after the Book of Ezra ends; almost 100 years after the first captives came back to the Promised Land; and some 150 years after the city of Jerusalem was destroyed. After this long time, the walls of the city of Jerusalem were still in rubble.
 Before this, citizens of Jerusalem had tried to rebuild the walls but had failed. In Ezra 4:6-23, we see that some 75 years before they tried to rebuild the walls, but were stopped by their enemies. No one thought this obstacle could be overcome, so the walls lay in ruin and the people stayed in trouble.
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Discovering the Walls are Broken
 “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.”When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. Neh. 1:3-4
 Nehemiah opens with…
 "Captain's Log, Stardate 41209.3. The USS Enterprise is in an orbit around Susa, in the Galaxy of Persia. First Officer Spock [Hanani] brings Captain Kirk [Nehemiah] news from Earth that the city of Washington, DC is in a state of great dispair and the citizens are fearing for their safety as the city’s defenses are broken down and the gates have been burned by the enemies of the nation.”
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Nehemiah’s Prayer: A Grieving Heart
 “Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments,  let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.” Neh. 1:5-7
 Describe the heart of Nehemiah.
 How does Nehemiah pray?
 How often does Nehemiah pray?
 How does Nehemiah regard God?
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Nehemiah’s Prayer: Reminded of God’s Promises
 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’Neh. 1:8-9
 What does Nehemiah remember? (Lev. 26:33; Deut. 30:1-3)
 What does this say about God?
 How does Nehemiah approach God?
 “Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God drives you, and you return to the Lord your God and obey His voice, according to all that I command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and with all your soul, the Lord your God will bring you back from captivity, and have compassion on you, and gather you again from all the nations where the Lord your God has scattered you.” Deut. 30:1-3
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Nehemiah’s Prayer: A Servant’s Heart
 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand. Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man.” Neh. 1:10-11
 How does Nehemiah speak to God?
 What does Nehemiah ask for?
 How does Nehemiah view himself?
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I had not been sad in his presence before, so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart.”I was very much afraid, but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” Neh. 2:2-3
 How does Nehemiah address the Emperor?
 The king said to me, “What is it you want?”
 Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild it.” Neh. 2:4-5
 What does Nehemiah do before answering the King?
 Nehemiah Approaches the Emperor
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How did God set the stage?
 “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” Neh. 2:7-8
 Why is Nehemiah so bold?
 How did God direct Nehemiah’s words?
 Nehemiah: “If it pleases the King…”
 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. Neh. 2:6
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What did God do?
 “And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my requests. So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king had also sent army officers and cavalry with me.” Neh. 2:8-9
 Do we believe that God will answer prayer, “do the impossible”, give more than we ask or think?
 Nehemiah: God Gives Nehemiah Favor
 “Now to Him Who, by the [action of His] power that is at work within us, is able to [carry out His purpose and] do superabundantly, far over and above all that we [dare] ask or think [infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes, or dreams]” Eph. 3:20 (AMP)
 “And my God will liberally supply (fill to the full) your every need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:19 (AMP)
 “Give, and [gifts] will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will they pour into [the pouch formed by] the bosom [of your robe and used as a bag]. For with the measure you deal out [with the measure you use when you confer benefits on others], it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:36 (AMP)
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When God moves among His people, who rises up to create problems?
 “When Sanballat the Horonite [the Klingon] and Tobiah the Ammonite [the Romulan] official heard about this, they were very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites.” Neh. 2:10
 Nehemiah: Opposition Arises
 Can you relate to Nehemiah?
 Sanballat: Gov. of Samaria Tobiah: Persian Official
 “Be sober, be vigilant; because
 your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
 may devour.” 1 Peter 5:8
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Sites Inspected: Valley Gate Jackal Well Dung Gate Fountain Gate King’s Pool
 Nehemiah Arrives in Jerusalem
 God provides him with a “mount”, and he strikes out on his own.
 After 3 days in Jerusalem, Nehemiah sets out to inspect the wall (at night), but he doesnot tell anyone what God has prepared for him to do…yet.
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The Midnight Ride of Nehemiah “Revere”
 Why do you think Nehemiah did not tell the Jews, Priests, Nobles or Officials (the “Church Council”) about his plans until after the ride?
 “Finally, I turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate. The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work.
 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had said to me.” Neh. 2:14-18
 They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.
 What did Nehemiah tell the “Church Council”?
 How did they respond? Do you think 100% were on board with the work?
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The “Red Coats” Respond…and bring in reinforcements
 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab [the Borg] heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you rebelling against the king?” Neh. 2:19
 I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it.” Neh. 2:20
 Enter villain #3: Geshem the Arab, who joins in the chorus of attackers, criticizers, mockers
 Geshem: Arab Military Commander
 How did Nehemiah respond?

Page 19
                        

Prayer Changes Things…when God is consulted & exalted!
 "Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain" Psalm 127:1
 “The God of heaven will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build”
 Neh. 2:20
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