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Nehemiah 5Trouble from Inside

Page 2
                        

IntroductionWhat impact do selfish motives and greed have on people’s ability to perceive and abide by an organisation’s mission and strategy?
 What happens when the rot starts from within rather than from outside the organisation?
 What are the dangers associated with greed among the most influential members of an organisation?
 This chapter of Nehemiah gives us some answers

Page 3
                        

“Read Nehemiah 5.”

Page 4
                        

Exploring the Word
 List the challenges to the vision of rebuilding the wall seen in verses 1-5
 Verses 1&2: Some Jews feeling treated less fairly because they do not have enough for their numerous family membersVerse 3, 4: Being forced to mortgage lands, vineyards and houses for food & the king’s tributeVerse 5: Being forced to sell their children into slavery because they no longer have lands

Page 5
                        

Exploring the WordHow had some Jews contributed to the crisis?
 Verse 5: for other men have our lands and vineyards
 Verse 7: Ye exact usury, every one of his brother.
 Verse 8: will ye even sell your brethren?
 The nobles took lands from their fellow Jews as security for loans. The charged interest for these loans. When their brethren failed to pay back the loans plus interest, they took them/their children into slavery and sold them to the Gentiles

Page 6
                        

Note about the poverty
 In the unsettled state of the country, tillage had been to some extent neglected. … Furthermore, because of the selfish course pursued by some who had returned to Judea, the Lord’s blessing was not resting upon their land, and there was a scarcity of grain. – {PK 646.1}

Page 7
                        

What was the motive?In order to obtain food for their families, the poor were obliged to buy on credit and at exorbitant prices. They were also compelled to raise money by borrowing on interest to pay the heavy taxes imposed upon them by the kings of Persia. To add to the distress of the poor, the more wealthy among the Jews had taken advantage of their necessities, thus enriching themselves. – {PK 646.2}

Page 8
                        

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
 pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
 (1 Timothy 6:10)
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What were Nehemiah’s actions by Contrast
 And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen…(Nehemiah 5:8)
 I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money and corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury. … (Nehemiah 5:10) [i.e. “We have had the option of charging usury, but we haven’t. You should follow our example of not charging usury.” ]
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What additional examples did Nehemiah give?
 Moreover, from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second year—twelve years—neither I nor my brothers ate the food allotted to the governor. But the earlier governors—those preceding me—placed a heavy burden on the people and took forty shekels of silver from them in addition to food and wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of reverence for God I did not act like that. (Nehemiah 5:14-15 NIV)
 Moreover there were at my table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, beside those that came unto us from among the heathen that are about us. (Nehemiah 5:17)
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To what did Nehemiah challenge the nobles?
 Also I said, It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies? (Nehemiah 5:9)
 I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money and corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury. (Nehemiah 5:10)
 Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them. (Nehemiah 5:11)
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Notes
 He points out the sin
 He outlines correct behaviour
 He calls for a restoration of not only the principal, but also the interest that had been charged
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What’s the Scriptural basis for Nehemiah’s call?
 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God. (Leviticus 23:22)
 And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with thee. Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with thee. Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for increase. (Leviticus 25:35-37)
 And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant: (Leviticus 25:39)
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What was the response?
 Then said they, We will restore them, and will require nothing of them; so will we do as thou sayest. Then I called the priests, and took an oath of them, that they should do according to this promise. Also I shook my lap, and said, So God shake out every man from his house, and from his labour, that performeth not this promise, even thus be he shaken out, and emptied. And all the congregation said, Amen, and praised the LORD. And the people did according to this promise. (Nehemiah 5:12-13)
 Why do you think Nehemiah responded this way?

Page 15
                        

ConclusionEven among those who profess to be walking in the fear of the Lord, there are some who are acting over again the course pursued by the nobles of Israel. Because it is in their power to do so, they exact more than is just, and thus become oppressors. And because avarice and treachery are seen in the lives of those who have named the name of Christ, because the church retains on her books the names of those who have gained their possessions by injustice, the religion of Christ is held in contempt. Extravagance, overreaching, extortion, are corrupting the faith of many and destroying their spirituality. The church is in a great degree responsible for the sins of her members. She gives countenance to evil if she fails to lift her voice against it. {PK 651.2}

Page 16
                        

ConclusionThe customs of the world are no criterion for the Christian. He is not to imitate its sharp practices, its overreaching, its extortion. Every unjust act toward a fellow being is a violation of the golden rule. Every wrong done to the children of God is done to Christ Himself in the person of His saints. Every attempt to take advantage of the ignorance, weakness, or misfortune of another is registered as fraud in the ledger of heaven. He who truly fears God, would rather toil day and night, and eat the bread of poverty, than to indulge the passion for gain that oppresses the widow and fatherless or turns the stranger from his right.
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