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Pave the Way

PAVE the WAY

Most Christians dont find their workplaces very supportive of
their faith. Generally, there is limited scope for explicit
Christian witness and action. Moreover, workers may feel pressured
to violate the ethical requirements of biblical standards. In a
pluralistic society, such limits may be appropriate, but they can
make the workplace feel like alien territory to Christians.

The books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther depict what it is like
for Gods people to work in unwelcoming workplaces. They show Gods
people working in jobs ranging from construction to politics to
entertainment, always in the midst of environments openly hostile
to Gods values and plans. Yet along the way they receive surprising
help from nonbelievers in the highest positions of civic power.
Gods power seems to pave the way for his peoples good in surprising
places, yet they face extremely challenging situations and
decisions, upon which they dont always agree.

EZRA AND NEHEMIAH

In 587 BC, the Babylonians, under the rule of King
Nebuchadnezzar, conquered Jerusalem. They killed the leaders of
Judah, plundered the temple before burning it to the ground,
destroyed much of the city, including its walls, and took
Jerusalems citizens to Babylon. There, these Jews lived for decades
in exile, always hoping for Gods deliverance and the restoration of
Israel. Their hopes were heightened in 539 BC when King Cyrus
issued a decree inviting the Jews to return to Jerusalem and
rebuild the temple and, therefore, their life as Gods people (Ezra
1:1-4). Ezra and Nehemiah were called to restore Gods kingdom (the
church), in the midst of a partially-hostile, partially-supportive
environment. Let us see how we can identify with these books as we
work out how our work may contribute to pave the way to advance the
gospel in todays world.

I pray as we journey through EZRA AND NEHEMIAH together, God
will open His windows of blessing to

you, your family as we learn from His Word.

Phil Cayzer (Senior Minister) TurningPoint Church
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Pave the Way

Day 1 THE TOTAL COMMITMENT

Monday June 1st

EZRA 1 & 2

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon controlled an empire and enriched
his capital with captive peoples and looted treasure. He had been
warned in a dream, interpreted by Daniel, to repent of his sins,
but instead he proclaimed: Is this not the great Babylon I have
built , by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty? God
responded with judgment for his pride.

Most of Gods people were sent off into exile in Babylon in
fulfilment of Gods judgment because of their sin, and the temple of
Solomon was levelled. The book of Ezra records the fulfilment of
this promise of restoration, as the first exiles returned to
Jerusalem in 538 B.C. A man named Zerubbabel was among this group
(Ezra 2:2) who was appointed governor of Jerusalem.

The main task of the returned exiles was to rebuild the temple
(the church), a job they began with great enthusiasm. But after the
temples foundation was laid, opposition from the people living in
Samaria caused Zerubbabel and the people to stop the work. The test
of commitment lies not in starting out but in following through
when difficulties arise. We dont evaluate the strength of a
marriage on the wedding dayits only possible after we see how a
couple respond to adversity and the passing of time. We dont award
medals for athletes who begin a race; they have to earn them by
completing the distance. When it comes to our spiritual
commitments, our continuing obedience reveals the state of our
hearts. If you need to renew your journey, remember that the Lord
equips you, take action todaywhether its prayer, serving someone in
need, or perhaps giving generouslyto live for Him.

The list of the people who returned might cause our eyes to
glaze over. Notice the main categories described after the
geographical list: the priests, the Levites, the singers, the
gatekeepers of the temple, the temple servants and servants of
Solomon. This return to Jerusalem had spiritual significance, men
and woman who were willing to pave the way for others to
follow.

Praise God that He knows our names! Jesus said, Rejoice that
your names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20). When you think of
friends, co-workers, and family members who dont know Christ as
their Saviour, do some names come to mind? Take time to pray for at
least three unsaved people you know, and ask God to give you a
divine appointment to witness and share and advance the gospel with
them.

Quote: The Greatness of a Mans power is the measure of his
surrender.

Prayer: Lord give me the opportunity to see how you have been
working in my heart preparing me for the words I have been given by
your Holy Spirit to speak to others.
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Pave the Way

Day 2 CONVINCED THAT GOD HAS COMMISSIONED

Tuesday June 2nd

EZRA 3 & 4

The exiles who returned to Jerusalem and saw the foundation of
the second temple laid in Ezras day felt a similar ambivalence. In
Ezra 3:3 they built the altar on the foundation of the original
despite their fear of the peoples around them. Faith is not
incompatible with fear. The two often coexist. When the time came
to lay the foundation of the temple itself, the builders did so to
the sound of trumpets and cymbals as the Levites sang a psalm. The
people shouted in responsebut not everyone cheered. The older
priests who could still remember Solomons temple wept so loudly
that it was impossible to distinguish the shouts of joy from the
sound of weeping.

The news of the rebuilding of the temple was met with hostility
by the people living in the land, mostly various tribes who had
been resettled into Samaria during the Assyrian Empire after Israel
had been taken captive (2 Kings 17:24-41). The peoples of the land
revealed their true motives by their actions. Instead of a desire
to participate in worship, they were opposed to the return of
Israelites, the restoration of the temple (church), and the
reassertion of faith and identity paving the way for true
restoration.

Zerubbabel declared: "You have nothing to do with us to build a
house unto our God." The words reveal a principle of perpetual
application, and persistent urgency. God must be our God, before we
can build a house for Him. Men who are not submitted to Him and who
are not willing to pay the price (Money & Time) can have no
part in doing His work. That is a false approach which proposes to
seek the aid of those in rebellion against God, in the doing of the
work which is in the interest of His Kingdom. Such inclusion of the
unyielded is, moreover, a wrong done to them, as it gives them a
false sense of security. To have done many works for the King is of
no value, so long as He has to say "I never knew you."

The Lord does not promise us a life free from opposition or
obstacles, but He does promise to never leave us or forsake us
(Deut. 31:6; Heb. 13:5). The next time you are tempted to fear,
turn to 2 Timothy 1:7 and claim the truth of this great verse.
Courage comes when weve convinced that God has commissioned us to
path the way.

Quote: The B.I.B.L.E. stands for Basic Instructions Before
Leaving Earth.

Prayer: Lord when I feel down remind me that Christ died and
commissioned me to do great

things for Him.
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Day 3 STRUGGLES AND HEARTACHES

Wednesday June 3rd

EZRA 5 & 6

The Jews who had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple and
re-establish Israels obedience to the covenant also became
demoralized and needed someone to get them back on track. External
opposition and internal complacency had combined to stop work on
the temple. Finally, God sent the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to
challenge His people to turn from complacency and self-absorption
and to get back to work on the temple (church) buy giving of their
personal wealth and time (. 12,. Hag. 1:18).

Darius commanded that the governors (leaders) pay for the temple
construction expenses out of their own funds (v. 8). They also had
to provide for the sacrifices, from the animals to the drink and
grain offerings, directly paving the way for the Jews to be able to
worship God (v. 9).

Tattenai might have thought his appeal to Darius would be the
end of temple construction. But God used this to reverse the
situation from oppression to protection, and then even beyond, to
provision. The joy at the temples dedication is easy to understand.
The people as they responded to God financially saw God turn a
potential threat, to an outpouring of blessing.

God turned tough circumstances around for His people in days
past. Its not always easy to stay faithful to God and wait
patiently for Him when we are going through trials, when our
present circumstances arent so wonderful. God may want to change
the situation, or your response to the situation, by showing you
His power to sustain you.

Are you willing to wait for God to accomplish His will and bring
about His glory through your tough times? Anyone who doubts that
God can turn a negative situation around needs to spend some more
time in the book of Ezra to see how God can change things
around.

In the middle of struggles and heartaches, its comforting to
know that the Lord knows the whole story: beginning, middle, and
end. He understands your sorrow, and He also prepares your joy. You
see the past and the present, but He also knows the plans He has
for your future (Jer. 29:11). Just as He was faithful to His people
to protect and provide for them, He will be faithful for you.

Quote: A Company is not our provider, they are our employer. God
is our true provider.

Prayer: Lord remind me that I am an overcomer. In Christ I can
do all things through Him who strengthens me.
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Day 4 THREE Ts TIME, TALENT, TREASURE

Thursday June 4th

EZRA 7 & 8

Ezra understood that godly leadership is submission to the call
of God. Therefore he could say, I took courage (v. 28). No matter
what your gifts and talents are, you have been called to serve the
Lord. And where God has called, He will also provide. That means
that you can give and serve with confidence. Have you resisted
taking courage because you were distracted by worldly leaders?
Focus on what God has given you instead, knowing that no service or
gift for Him will be wasted.

Ezra had a different spirit being well versed in the Scripture,
understanding Gods word and explaining it to others. Ezra was not
being foolhardy here, taking an unnecessary risk and claiming that
God would protect and supply for him he just knew His God. The
decision to trust the Lord and commit their protection to Him led
to a further testimony about His goodness: He answered our prayer .
. . and he protected us from enemies and bandits along the way (vv.
23, 31). If we pave the way God will be faithful to us.

Ezra prepared himself and the people spiritually for the return
to Israel. He proclaimed a fast to seek Gods favour. Fasting is a
powerful ministry; when Gods people fast, we are telling Him that
He is more important to us than the food we need to sustain our
bodies. Ezra was determined to do things according to Gods
Word.

In Babylon there were three young men who had every
advantagethey were from elite families, handsome, smart,
well-educated, cultured, and well-liked. No wonder they were
fast-tracked into leadership positions, destined for success.
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were also hard-working, but they
drew the line at one order: they would not bow down and worship the
statue of the king. They placed their trust in God above loyalty to
the king, and God rewarded the threebetter known by their
Babylonian names Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednegowith a dramatic
rescue from Nebuchadnezzars fiery furnace (Daniel 1; 3). They had
to make a choice to follow the way of the land or to pave a new way
for generations to learn from .. and lean on.

How much can God trust you with? The three Tstime, talent, and
treasureare a good way to summarize the stuff of life that God has
given us. Are you using these gifts to bless Him and serve?

Quote: God will get His provisions to you if he can get them
though you to bless others.

Prayer: Lord all that I am is yours. Help me to remember that as
I plan my day, plan my commitment, plan my investments and my
giving.
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Day 5 MEANINGLESS APOLOGIES

Friday June 5th

EZRA 9 & 10

Except for the pause in building the temple (Ezra 4), the
account of the return from Exile had been moving along
beautifullythe people were obedient, The core problem was the
problem was religious impurity (vv. 11-12). Intermarriage meant
that the people began to blend worship of the true God with pagan
practices, including child sacrifice (2 Kings 17:17). No wonder
Ezra mourned, he knew the history of his people and the character
of God. The Lord had restored them to their land and to their
worshipand again, they had sinned against Him.

Someone has said that Gods people tend to have short spiritual
memories. Were usually pretty good at following God in tough times
because, after all, where else can we turn for strength and help?
But when times get better, its easy to forget His deliverance.

It seems almost inconceivable that the Israelites of Ezras day
could have fallen into the sin of intermarrying with the idolatrous
peoples around them. This was the one sin that, as much as any
other, led to Israels spiritual downfall and captivity. God had
strictly forbidden intermarriage with other religious faiths,
because He knew that His people would be led astray by unholy
unions. Just as Solomons wives turned his heart from the Lord (1
Kings 11:18), to the worship of idols.

Ezra demonstrates spiritual leadership by the conviction of a
godly example. While Ezra wept and prayed at the temple, the people
noticed and were spiritually moved (v. 1). Ezra took the bold step
of a public assembly with confession. The gravity of the assembly
was emphasized by the penalty for failure to attend (v. 8). The
whole assembly responded with a loud voice: You are right! We must
do as you say (v. 12). Ezras godly example gave him the authority
to pave the way for the people to repent before God.

Our culture promotes meaningless apologies: Im sorry if you took
that the wrong way; I apologize if anyone was hurt; Mistakes were
made. The reality of our sinfulness and Gods holiness doesnt allow
wriggle room for insincere confessions like, God, Im sorry if I
sinned in some way. When confronted with the reality of sinful
actions and attitudes, our only response should be like Ezra, to
throw ourselves before the Lord and pave a new way in repentance
and confession, knowing that He is gracious (v. 8).

Quote: Little can become much when God is in it.

Prayer: Lord I want to stand before you not as one who makes
excuse, but as one who knows that in Christ I am set free. I am
leaving the past behind

and pave the way for these to follow after.
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Day 8 - BAD NEWS! STAND ON GODS PROMISES!

Monday June 8th

Nehemiah 1:

Sometimes bad news catches us totally off guard and reduces us
to tears. We hurt so badly that we need time to nurse the hurt; we
need time away from distractions; we shun even physical sustenance.
News about the destruction of Nehemiahs beloved homeland evoked
such a response in him.

We dont have to search for bad news about our city. It is there,
up front and personal, all around us. God expects us to be
concerned. He wants our hearts to be broken as we consider those
who are experiencing pain and suffering. God wants us to act, but
he desires that we come to him first, in prayer, for guidance and
direction so we can pave a new way.

Nehemiah does not seek counsel from outside sources but goes
directly to God in prayer. Here, he pours out his heart,
acknowledging God as mighty and sovereign and one who is faithful
in upholding the covenants he makes.

In similar fashion, our own cities lie in ruins. Some of it is
structural decay where buildings are burnt out, vandalized and
unoccupied. At other times, it is moral and spiritual bankruptcy
where godly living, ethics, morality and civility have morphed into
everyone doing what is right in his or her own eyes. We have moved
far away from the tenets upon which the Founding Fathers
established our beloved country.

God keeps his promises. Nehemiah knew that godly repentance and
obedience would bring the people once again into right standing
with God. So, while in the presence of God, Nehemiah reminds God of
his promise to bring restoration. The road to restoration is paved
with the bricks of confession and repentance of sin.

Think what would happen if people all over the city would be
obedient to Gods Word. Think what would happen if Christians in
your city would kneel before God and remind God of his promises.
Nehemiah acted like a first responder in this crisis. Are there
beginning steps you can take? What responsibility do we take for
the shape the city is in? When was the last time you earnestly
prayed for the spiritual health of your city? What steps can you
take to address some of its concerns?

Quote: We are not cisterns made for hoarding; we are channels
made for giving.

Prayer: Lord God, I acknowledge you as ruler over all. My heart
bleeds for all of us in our communities. We, too, have ignored your
commands. Forgive us, Lord, as only you can, and put us back on the
path of righteousness.


	
9 | P a g e

Pave the Way

Day 9 - PLEADING AND INTERCEDING

Tuesday June 9th

Nehemiah 2

Nehemiah is saying, Do it again, Lord. Do it again for me. He
intercedes for the people back in Jerusalem. What a big heart! He
pleads with God to see Jerusalem (the church) restored.

Do you join others in praying for issues that are close to their
heart? The Bible says that when two or more gather in the name of
Jesus and petition him concerning their needs, he will be there to
bless them. What blessings are you seeking for your city and its
people? Are there other groups with whom you are sharing your
petitions?

Despite our greatest efforts, our authority, wealth, and power
cannot compare with receiving favour at the hand of God. In
Nehemiahs case, Gods favour multiplied exponentially, resulting in
Nehemiahs finding favour with the king who granted him everything
he requested. Note that even when the king asked what he wanted, in
an instant, before he responded, Nehemiah sent up a quick silent
prayer to God!

What do you want? Sometimes we are afraid to voice our
requestout of fearout of seeming greedyout of feelings of
unworthinessout of feeling our request is beyond Gods capacity to
deliver. Never doubt God nor limit his ability to bless you beyond
comprehension. The Bible tells us that Gods power at work in us can
do far more than we dare ask or imagine (Ephesians 3.20, 21) if we
would ask, seek, knock (Matthew 7.7, 8). When you have had your
audience kneeling in prayer before God, your King, and have found
favour, it becomes much easier to stand in the presence of
anyone.

Take the time to evaluate the needs of our city. When we pray,
if God were to ask, What do you want me to do? are you prepared, as
Nehemiah was, to give an answer?

What past victories can you recall? Will you ask God to do it
again for you? With whom are you seeking favour? Have you
petitioned God for help?

When you receive favour at the hand of God, remember to
acknowledge both the gift and the Giver.

Quote: Give God what is right, not what is left (over).

Prayer: Lord, thank you for your favour a priceless gift that
can only be obtained from you. I will be a grateful receiver and
seek to

share with others what you have given me.
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Day 10 - FINDING UNITY IN COMMUNITY

Wednesday June 10th

Nehemiah 3:

Like the iconic leader Martin Luther King Jr., Nehemiah had a
dreamthat of seeing his city Jerusalem (the church) restored. It
was the place where God had chosen to dwell. It had caused the
enemies of the Jewish people to mock them. Nehemiah had a plan and
there was no question that he believed it would succeed. We must
rebuild the city wall so that we can again take pride in our city,
he asserted. As he unfolded the plan, he credits Gods favour and
the kings benevolence for his.

Ever wonder why many of our ventures fail? Could it be that we
have not taken the time to carefully plan them from stage to stage?
An old proverb declares there is many a slip between the cup and
the lip, meaning plans can fail between the time we conceive them
and the time they are executed.

Nehemiah had a strategic plan to pave the way figured out, but
he told no one until he believed the time was right. After secretly
assessing the damage for himself at night, he returns home before
dawn to put his strategy to work. Nehemiah was assured that God was
backing his plan.

Nehemiah devotes a whole chapter in which he lists the names of
those who helped to rebuild the wall and the gates of the city. For
a project as important as this, he creates a virtual Memorial Wall
of Fame.

Nobody was above getting their hands dirty. Not the priests, nor
those in business. Not the women who wanted to help out. Not the
men who oversaw town matters, nor the others whose titles did not
get mentioned. Some, having done a first stint, signed up to do an
additional job. They started at the Sheep Gate, continued in a
circle, and ended back at the Sheep Gate. Each place the wall
looped was a worker, diligently building and repairingunited by a
common causethe fortification of the wall.

According to Nehemiahs list, the work began with the high priest
(the church leaders). What do you see as the churchs role in
matters of paving the way for urban renewal? What have I given
personally (time, talent, and treasure) to see our city come under
the lordship of Jesus?

Quote: Giving 10% isnt the finishing line of giving, its the
starting line.

Prayer: Lord, thank you for giving us different gifts (time,
talent, and treasure). Let me be mindful that they function best
when used in the church and the community to benefit others.


	
11 | P a g e

Pave the Way

Day 11 - DODGING THE STONES OF THE ENEMY

Thursday June 11th

Nehemiah 4:1-9

Dont think that your enemies are going to stand back and watch
you progress. Whenever you do anything to further Gods kingdom, the
devil will be waiting for an opportunity to attack you at a point
you are most vulnerable.

As the workers laid stone upon stone, their enemies hurled
insults at them. The adage that says, Sticks and stones may break
my bones, but words can never harm me, is simply not true. Words
hurt. They hurt the shepherd boy David when he heard the giant
Goliath taunting Gods people. Those words made him spring into
action (1 Samuel 17.26-32). Now Sanballat and others used words to
hurt Nehemiah and the building crew. In todays language, such
people are called haters. Are you aware of haters around you?

If youve managed to avoid the enemy at one juncture, be sure
youll find him waiting for you at yet another. What started off as
insulting words by Sanballat escalated into a plan of attack. The
walls were at the halfway mark, a point at which the builders may
have been tired and needed encouragement to continue. Nehemiah
rallied the people to pray. But he also stationed a 24-hour guard
watching along the wall.

Its hard to keep your spirits up when youre tired and feeling
beaten down. The people who were recently filled with enthusiasm
about rebuilding the wall are now singing a mournful song because
of the mind games the enemy has been playing. Is it any different
today? Discouragement can quickly soak up enthusiasm leaving us in
a desert of despair. But wait! We serve a God of hope. We have Gods
Word on it. I will bless you with a future filled with hopea future
of success, not of suffering (Jeremiah 29.11,). Hold on. Hold out.
Dont give up. Dont give in to discouragement. Success is up
ahead.

What methods do you use to break away from seasons of
discouragement? Can you think of promises God has given us that
would break the stronghold of discouragement? As you pave the way,
take time to seek divine guidance and to wait on Gods response.
Make a concerted effort to focus on the tasks you have at hand and
ask God to let you not become distracted by those who are against
the work you do for Gods kingdom

Quote: He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that
which he cannot lose.

Prayer: Lord, when I call on You, place a shield around me and
protect me from my enemies. Guard my lips that I will not become
embroiled in petty arguments even though my feelings may be hurt.
Keep me steadfast in the work you have called me to do.
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Day 12 - THROUGH MANY DANGERS, TOILS, AND SNARES

Friday June 12th

Nehemiah 4:10-15

Thank God for people who are willing to thwart the plans of the
enemy (those who stand in prayer)! Jewish citizens who lived close
by warned Nehemiah of the enemys plan. It was indeed a clear and
present danger. This meant the people always had to be on the
alert. Like a military strategist, Nehemiah moves to secure those
areas of the wall which were vulnerable and he places armed guards
to defend them.

Then he gives the workers a pep rally and tells them not to be
afraid. Nehemiah knows that fear brings timidity. Fear brings
discouragement. Fear brings defeat. He reminds them that it is God
who is their commander-in-chief; it is God who leads them.
Furthermore, he tells them to hold a mental picture of God and use
that as an incentive to fight for their families.

It could have become an explosive situation when the enemy
discovered that their plans were being leaked. They could have
become more volatile or belligerent, but God intervened and
prevented the enemy from doing his people harm. Sounds familiar?
Remember the case of a young man who was thrown in a den of lions?
God shut the mouth of the lions so they would not devour his
servant, Daniel. God is our mighty fortress, always ready to help
in times of trouble. And so, we wont be afraid! (Psalm 46.1-2).

Confidence in God overrides fear. Yes, our circumstances are
very real. But even more so are the promises of our God. Nehemiah
was confident in Gods protection. He chose to depend on Jehovah
Nissi, the Lord our banner, who goes before us to give us victory.
So even in the midst of danger, Nehemiah and the builders chose not
to focus on the circumstances but instead turn their face to the
wall. The enemy tried at least 10 times to attack the Jews as they
worked on the wall in Jerusalem. What does this say about tenacity
in warfare? Why was it important for the workers to visualize God
leading them? What incentive do you use to keep on keeping on?
Whatever difficulties you are currently facing, turn them over to
God, and leave him to determine the results as you pave the way for
the gospel.

Quote: What makes the Dead Sea dead? It is always taking in, but
never giving out.

Prayer: Lord God, lead me to that place where my faith rests
securely in you, knowing you hold all the answers.
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Pave the Way

Day 15 - A SPEAR, A SHIELD, AND A TROWEL

Monday June 15th

Nehemiah 4:16-23

Nehemiah knew full well that his worker-cum-soldier team could
not effectively engage in warfare, but he also knew that if he did
not show the enemy that he was not intimidated, they would step up
their attacks, delay the re-building of the wall, and kill his
people. By using half of his crew and arming the workers with
armour and spears, he was able to make progress on the rebuilding
project, stave off the attacks of his enemies, and foster a
team-building atmosphere, one of interdependence against outside
forces.

With the whole armour of God we can stand up against the devils
offenses (Ephesians 6.11). Like the crumbling wall, at times our
own lives lie in ruins. Without the enabling power of Gods Word, we
are mere dust lying in a heap. It is imperative, then, that we get
fully dressed for battle, paying heed to the sound of the trumpet
so we will know when the reinforcement of prayer is needed.
Nehemiah gives God total credit for what has transpired so far. He
assures the people that God would help them fight.

Why did the people continue to pave the way by building the
wall? It was a sacrifice of love. It was love for their country,
love for their families, love for their leader, love for their God
that they paved the way!

More often than not, people learn about us by how we live rather
than by our credentials or the things we say. Our willingness to
sacrifice on behalf of others can become our real life biography.
Are those traits qualities your associates would add to your rsum?
Do you keep your arsenalprayer and the Word of Godclose by you?

Are you willing to make those sacrifices God is laying upon your
heart whether it be in giving or serving? Work in such a manner
that those to whom you minister are eager to emulate you. In our
personal life, who is our first line of defence when we are faced
with a problem? Have you ever proved that God comes to your rescue
when you call on him? Do you ever doubt that God will come through
for you? What erases those doubts?

Quote: The world asks What does a man own? Christ asks, How does
he use it?

Prayer: Lord, let me not be high-minded and stand on ceremony
with those I serve. Let me kneel and wash their feetone foot at a
time and remain determined to uphold Gods commands in the face of
opposition. God, let me come to you first in everything I attempt.
Secure victory for me, especially when I am trying to help those
who are in need of a helping hand.
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Pave the Way

Day 16 - FORGIVE US OUR DEBTSUNFAIR POLICIES

Tuesday June 16th

Nehemiah 5:1-13

It was bad enough that Nehemiah had to contend with outside
hostility, but in his very own camp the people were complaining
that the rich were taking advantage of the poorer Jews by charging
them exorbitant interest rates on money they borrowed. Taxes were
high and with mounting bills, and the threat of foreclosure, many
families were forced to sell their children into slavery just to
survive.

What do you do when your team appears to be rooting for the
opposition? Thats the way it must have seemed to Nehemiah as the
rich Jews oppressed the poorer ones until they were so impoverished
they were being sold into slavery. So he spoke to the accused
privately. But, because it was not something which should be swept
under the rug, he held a public hearing.

Today, such practices are still rampant in our society,
mortgagees find themselves unable to pay and within a short period
of time their homes were foreclosed and they lost the money they
had invested.

By calling a meeting, Nehemiah sends a clear message that usury
will not be condoned and that he will not quietly slap the hand of
the offending rich with the hope that they will correct
themselves.

Nehemiah does not sugar-coat the problem. The rich have become
even richer because they have put liens on the property that the
poor owned. The Bible tells us that it is wrong to act unfairly
with the poor, and further, Nehemiah tells them that it gives
Judaism a black eye. When the Gentiles look on and see that Jews
treat fellow Jews harshly, they will believe that the Jews religion
is of no effect.

As a leader, Nehemiah not only gives counsel, but he sets the
example. He tells the lenders to return the properties they have
taken; the leaders agree, without argument, to Nehemiahs demands.
This is why TurningPoint has started conducting CAPS (Christians
Against Poverty) courses. We need to pave the way for finical
freedom. God requires that justice and fairness flow like a river
that never runs dry (Amos 5.24).

Quote: Your financial records and calendar are theological
documents, they tell who and what you worship.

Prayer: You, Lord, give me all I need. Keep me from covetousness
and greed. Lord, in all my dealings let me be fair. Let me forgive
those who have wronged me so they can see the light of God shining
in me.
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Day 17 - LEADING BY EXAMPLE

Wednesday June 17th

Nehemiah 5:14-19

Living in community (church) requires that we place
self-interest aside and make a commitment to seek the good of the
whole. God is grieved when we take advantage of one another, and he
sends this message: Warn the rich people of this world not to be
proud or to trust in wealth that is easily lost. Tell them to have
faith in God, who is rich and blesses us with everything we need to
enjoy life (1Timothy 6.17).

While prayer was a huge part of Nehemiahs life, he had several
character traits that made him the wise and disciplined leader that
he was. Proverbs says: Respect and obey the LORD! This is the
beginning of wisdom (9.10a). Nehemiahs position warranted various
food, wine, and monetary entitlements which certainly would have
made his life easier. He chose, however, to forgo those perks
because he respected God.

Nehemiahs decision, no doubt, made an impression on the people.
Nehemiah worked alongside the people as the wall was being built.
His goal was to complete the wall, and he kept that task in the
forefront of his mind. The people who worked for him saw his
steadfastness and emulated him. As Nehemiah prays, he asks God to
remember the good that he has done and to bless him for it.
Nehemiah tells them that the task God has assigned him to do is far
too important to allow distractions to interfere with its work.

When God calls us to giving and service we should be steadfast
and single-minded in our approach to undertake this work. The enemy
is crafty and will stop at nothing to undermine the work of the
kingdom. We must be on our guard against anything that would
side-track us from the paving the way and cause us to wander away
from the task at hand.

Young people in our community often fall victim to various
temptations and addictive behaviours such as underage sexual
activities, drinking and smoking. The way we live our lives gives a
pathway for others to take strength from. Are we generous? Honest?
Compassionate? Humble? Do I give to the work and service of the
Lord? Do our lives represent a page of Scripture?

Quote: Sometimes God increases our income not to increase our
standard of living but to increase our standard of giving.

Prayer: Lord, guide our youth as they make decisions that can
adversely affect their lives. Give them the wisdom which comes only
from you. Lord, make me a person of integrity who can be trusted,
not only with financial matters, but advancing the gospel and be a
godly witness to others.
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Day 18 - DISCERNING DECEIT

Thursday June 18th

Nehemiah 6:

It becomes terribly frustrating when you are constantly being
dogged by your enemies. In one instance, it is insults. In another,
it is petty skirmishes and in yet another, it is lies, deceit and
intimidation. Many of us would crack under such relentless personal
and physical attack. Nehemiah, however, holds fast. God has given
him the gift of discernment and he can spot deception a mile
away.

Nehemiah does not fall for the intimidating tactics of his
enemies. He recognizes them for what they are, and as is his
practice, goes to God in prayer, appealing to God for strength.
Nehemiah needs strength for the physical task of building the wall.
What are some other reasons he might need strength?

Nehemiah is offered a plan of escape from his enemies, but it
involves hiding in the most sacred place in the temple, a place
where only the high priest was allowed to enter on special
ceremonial days. While the plan seemed innocent enough, God
revealed its treachery. God had protected Nehemiah so far, so there
was no reason he should cower and hide from the enemy. Besides,
doing the wrong thing even to achieve a good purpose is sin. Gods
people should never be wilfully caught up in illicit behaviour.

We can trust God to keep his promisesthey have no expiration
date. They are good forever! We can be confident when we are told
in Gods Word, The Lord will keep you safe from secret traps and
deadly diseases (Psalm 91.3). He has promised, and he will do
it.

Is it ever appropriate to do the wrong thing for the right
reason? How did Nehemiah come to the realization that Tobiah and
Sanballat were behind the plot to ruin his reputation?

Based on the way Nehemiah handled this problem, what are some
other character traits you recognize? Emulate him when you find
yourself in similar situations. Deceit is pandemic in our society.
Speak out against it when it occurs, knowing that Gods power will
back you up.

Quote: Little can become much if God is in it.

Prayer: Lord, let me be prudent in my response to those who
attack my credibility and also Lord, to discern your will even
among the traps that have been set to ensnare me.
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Day 19 - IT TAKES ALL OF US TO MAKE IT WORK

Friday June 19th

Nehemiah 7:

Sometimes success seems to be protracted. There are physical and
spiritual battles to be fought, enemies to be routed and fears to
be conquered. Yet, when the people of God put their trust in him,
God proves faithful and grants them success in their endeavours. In
the midst of ridicule, bitter attacks by the enemy, back-breaking
work to clear the rubble and restore the wall of the city, Nehemiah
and the people have finally finished the task God put on his heart.
Their enemies hurled taunts that insulted their faith, but still
the wall builders pressed on. Now, against all odds, the wall was
completeda monumental task accomplished by many with the help of
oneGod. No one could have imagined that the work could be done,
much less in 52 days! It was a God moment. And even their enemies
knew it!

Today, many people shy away from giving large sums of money to
the church because they are sceptical as to how the funds are being
used. In Nehemiahs account, we see that the people joyfully gave to
help pay for the rebuilding of the temple, they saw it as a way to
pave the way. It started off with a gift from Nehemiah himself. The
people watched their leader give and pitched in to contribute as
well. The idea was to make the temple a place worthy for God to
dwell. If there were major donors or if some of the gifts were
sacrificial, we will never know. We do know, however, that many
people gave to rebuild and refurbish their place of worship. What
is important is not how much they gave, but rather that it was the
communal effort to do something special for God.

The people brought gifts that included gold and silver for the
temple, as well as robes for the priests. What does that say about
how they valued those who taught them Gods Word? What significance
might it hold for us today?

What can you offer up to God? Would you give your time? Your
talent? Your financial resources? How can you encourage others to
give in support of the work of the church?

Quote: God will get his provision to you if he knows he can get
them through you to bless others.

Prayer: Lord God, bless those who impart your Word to us, and
enlighten those of us who receive it. Lord, remind us that every
victory we achieve comes from your gracious hand. Make us grateful
and humble as we celebrate our successes.
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Day 22 - SEEKING & LISTENING TO GODS WORD

Monday June 22nd

Nehemiah 8:

God had given the people success in restoring the wall of the
city. This physical restoration was a great and mighty featone that
would be talked about for years to come. Now the people were ready
and willing for spiritual restoration. They were eager to know God
in a more intimate way, eager to hear how he cared for and nurtured
their ancestors. When Ezra praised God, the people were moved to
respond. And, as Ezra opened the book of the Law, they stood up,
and in reverence, bowed low to worship God.

In our communities, many worship services are carefully timed to
include a few minutes of devotion, homily, and singing. Are we like
the people of Nehemiahs day, listening carefully to Gods Word? How
would our lives be transformed if we were to spend more time
listening to God speak to us through his Word?

Sometimes people can read or hear the Word of God but not truly
understand it (cf. Acts 8.29-31). The Scriptures tell us that we
are blessed if we hunger and thirst for Gods Word (Matthew 5.6). We
are fortunate that modern technology has given us myriad ways to
access Gods Wordfrom MP3 players to the Internet to iPhones. All
this, so Gods people can enter into Gods presence.

Gods Word had now become a lamp to the feet of the people and a
light for their path. His grace had bypassed their shortcomings,
and his mercy had blotted out their sins. It was a time when he had
washed their eyes with tears so they could see and appreciate his
Word even more. It was this Word that would bring them strength
when difficulty came into their lives; it was this Word that
brought them joy; it was this Word that would make them know that
nothing would be able to separate them from the love of God.

Think of ways to share your resources for the kingdom of God.
Think of other ways to show Christs love. Could we stand before God
for such a long period of time and yet be attentive to his Word?
What distractions do you think we may fall victim to and how could
we minimize their effect?

Quote: Matthew 6:21 Where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also and there you will end up.

Prayer: Lord, I rejoice at each opportunity to share your Word.
Help me to be a beacon of light to those who still remain in
darkness, unaware of the power of your Word. Lord Jesus, here am I,
send me. Let me be one who would open your Word to those who have
never heard it. Let me uncover the sweet blessings of God so they
will be filled.
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Day 23 - SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER

Tuesday June 23rd

Nehemiah 9:

The Word of God is useful for teaching and helping people and
for correcting them and showing them how to live (2 Timothy 3.16).
As the people of Israel heard the Word of God, it convicted them;
in response, they fasted and confessed their sins. When our hearts
are being cleansed by Gods Word, time does not seem to matter.
Hours pass, but an audience with God, through prayer, transcends
the form and function we are often exposed to during our regular
worship experience. Such a fellowship allows us to bare our souls
before God; to lay prostrate before him until repentance gives way
to a renewed relationship and the pursuit of holiness.

Overwhelmed by the awesome and inexplicable power of Gods love,
the people were encouraged by the priests to praise God. What
freedom believers experience when their sins are forgiven and their
hearts are clear! Praise demonstrates Gods presence in the life of
the believer who then seeks ways to have the experience replicated
in others. The psalmist understood this well as he extols Gods
goodness and proclaims, All of you faithful people, praise our
glorious Lord! Celebrate and worship. Praise God with songs on your
lips (Psalm 149.5, 6).

Effervescent. Indescribable. Unadulterated. Thats praise! The
people begin at the beginning deifying Godacknowledging him as the
one true God, the Creator of all Gods handiwork. They proclaim God
as the source of all life. Wherever they look, God is there. His
imprint is on everything from the one-celled amoeba to the complex
human body, God created it all. He arranged the stars in groups,
and made laws that govern the heavens and the earth. God, the Alpha
and the Omega, the First and the Last, is worthy of all praise.

Standing in awe in the presence of God, its hard to contain
praise. Like an overflowing dam, it breaks open, anointing those
who come within range of its healing flow. The people echoed David,
when he said: I will always praise the LORD. With all my heart I
will praise the LORD.Honour the LORD with me! Celebrate his great
name (Psalm 34.1-3).

Quote: Proverbs 17:16 Of what use is money in the hand of a
fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?

Prayer: Lord, let others see you through my worship. Let my
praise overflow its banks. With all my heart I praise the Lord, and
I am glad because of God my Saviour. God has done great things for
me. I will praise his holy name. Search me, O Lord, and know my
heart. Cleanse me from any hidden sins

and set me free.
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Day 24 - MAKING A COVENANT WITH GOD

Wednesday June 24th

Nehemiah 10:

A covenant is a binding agreement which should not be entered
into lightly. All the people, from the priests to the youngest
child, declared before God that they would keep Gods commandments:
they would obey his laws as recorded in the book of Moses; they
would give a tithe of grain harvest, and would contribute to the
upkeep of the temple. The people understood that this was a sacred
undertaking and vowed a curse on themselves if they reneged on
their promise.

It is difficult to accuse someone of wrongdoing if they are
ignorant of the rules. Here, the people, acting as one body, make a
sworn deposition that they enter into an agreement with a complete
understanding of what [they] are doing. They state they are not
ignorant, nor are they coerced into making this decision. They made
this covenant with God with a clear conscience and a free will.

Nehemiah and the people had restored the city wall. Now, what
was needed was people who would live in that city, defend it and
pave the way for the future generations. Jerusalem was still a
dangerous place to live, one that was still prone to attack from
neighbouring factions. Nehemiah had decided the nations leaders and
their families would live there, and the remaining spaces were to
be given to people who volunteered or those who drew lots. The
people cheered those who stepped up to the plate to voluntarily
reside there, knowing that they were taking on a task that requires
much courage.

Serving God takes much courage. Yet, we do so because as
Christians we know the cause is just and that God is a rewarder of
those who diligently seek to serve him. People generally fall in
two groups: the ones who volunteer to attempt the difficult tasks
for God and the ones who applaud those who do. To which group do
you belong? Most people believe actions speak louder than words.
Would you be willing to move to the poorest part of town, if it
would be a witness to others that God provides for and protects his
people wherever they are?

Quote: Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD
Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room
enough for it.

Prayer: Lord, I seek to do your will, and in doing so, let me
draw others to you. Help me to keep the vows that I have made.
Lord, let me be willing to demonstrate my faith by moving out of my
comfort zone into extravagant

giving and into your hand of provision.
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Day 25 - DEDICATING THE CITY TO GOD

Thursday June 25th

Nehemiah 11:

When we dedicate something to God, we are to give it all to Him.
We hold nothing back. It is given in full and joyful surrender. It
is all for Gods pleasure, all for his use, all for his glory. In
the case of the city wall (the standard of the church), the Levites
not only purified the gates and the wall itself, but they also
purified themselves and the people. Similarly, when we dedicate our
lives to God, we need to step away from anything and everything
that would prevent us from being holy.

Gods desire is for us to be like himholy! (1 Peter 1.14-16). If
we want to restore our city, we must first ask God to help us walk
in holiness. Then, we will become living stones being used to build
a spiritual house (1 Peter 2.5). What does it say about the nature
of the celebration when were told in v.27, Levites from everywhere
in Judah were invited to join in the celebration with songs of
praise.?

We usher in Gods presence when we worship God, forgetting about
ourselves and lifting our eyes, hands and voices to our Creator.
Nehemiah, the priests and the people pay homage to God with songs,
music, shouts of praise and with their financial offering. The
Scriptures say, Shout praises to the LORD, everyone on this earth.
Be joyful and sing as you come in to worship the LORD! (Psalm
100.1, 2) The people of Jerusalem offered God a concert of
praise!

Were these the wall builders, the brick layers, the plasterers,
the sanders, the tilers? Yes, they were. Whoever we are, God can
use us. Is there anything we can offer God? Lets give him
praise!

Work with TurningPoint and the other churches in our community
to pray about and plan a campaign that would revitalize
neighbouring communities and then commit to it in manpower and
finances.

Quote: Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money
and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never
will I leave you; never will I forsake you."

Prayer: Lord, you are the one who unites us in ways we cannot
comprehend. Make us a community of believers whose aim is to pave
the way for others to come to you, so together, we can give you
praise. We want to uplift your name among the people. Help us to
dedicate ourselves and our city for your glory. Give us the
encouragement we need, and remind us that you are always with
us.
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Day 26 - THE JOY OF RESTORATION

Friday June 26th

Nehemiah 12 & 13

Gods restoration of the ruined walls of the city and Gods
restoration of the hearts of his people paved the way for an
indescribable joy. The people showed a renewed interest in the Word
of God and his commands, and the desire to follow Gods Word. Their
celebratory worship began with the prayer of one man, Nehemiah, and
ended with the prayers of hundreds of families.

When we have been restored to right standing with God and seek
fellowship with him, everything changes and joy enters our lives.
Such expression of wholeness can permeate entire communities.
Attempting great things for God starts with a small step of faith
and the knowledge that God is with us always.

Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem roughly 12 years after the
restoration of the wall. He finds that the citizens have broken
their vows and have fallen back into sinful practices that would
surely displease God. In this passage, the Sabbath is being
desecrated as merchants, including fishmongers, from other towns
peddled their wares in Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Even when told
this is wrong, some merchants arrived on the Sabbath with their
good, and stayed outside the city gates all night, waiting for the
Sabbath to be over to begin selling.

In addition, the high priest has allowed Tobiah, one of their
enemies, to live in a portion of the temple where the tithes were
to be stored; the people were no longer faithful in bringing their
tithes, so the Levites who should have been serving full-time in
the temple had to find regular jobs. Nehemiah responded harshly and
quickly to these infractions. He threw out Tobiah and all his
furniture from the temple and ordered it to be cleansed, he
reinstituted the tithes, and enforces that the Sabbath would be
kept holy.

Examine each of the four infractions Nehemiah corrected on his
return. Can you see how disobeying Gods laws, even in the simplest
ways, will eventually lead to committing a full-blown offense? We
need to make sure we are fully committed to the work of God via the
church before we can assume we have any right to commit to other
areas.

Quote: 1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Prayer: Lord, may we not be lukewarm in our worship, our
obedience, our serving and giving to you. Set my hearts on fire
that we might follow your precepts with zeal. Lord, we rejoice in
our salvation. Give us the desire to see others experience the joy
you have given us.


	
PAVE THE WAY A Dream for TurningPoint

I dream of a Church of a healing fellowship where the unchurched
(hundreds, even thousands), where the raw/broken/beaten/ and hurt
can be healed. I dream of a place where the discouraged can be
lifted up a place where people looking for love can find the
unconditional love and grace of God.

I dream of a Church that will totally outgrow our worship centre
2,3,4,5 services every weekend, services full of believers and
seekers alike who are learning to become worshippers and who are
growing together in the knowledge of God. AND - who are being
equipped & empowered to live life and to go out into the world
and dispense the grace of God that they have just received

I dream of buildings that house our Youth Ministries Places
where hundreds of Youth pile into throughout the week And find a
place where they know a God in heaven who loves them and who thinks
theyre pretty special. A place that brings hope, healing, power and
purpose to this next generation.

I dream of a Church that has become an authentic Acts 2
community - A Church that not only worships together on Sunday but
a Church that does life together. A Church of 20-30-50 or more of
Connect Groups and other small groups, that meet in homes,
restaurants, schools, office buildings, parks, class rooms,
hallways wherever real communitiesthat grow more like Christ. Real
communities where we can ask the tough questions and become fully
devoted followers of Christ!

I dream of a Church full of people who are no longer hungry or
thirsty ever again, because they came to Christ and springs of
living have welled up inside of them you can see it their face you
hear in the way they talk and you observe it in the way they
live!

I dream of a Church where the burden for the lost is so real
that instead of lying awake at night worrying about how to pay the
gas bill or if well pass some test lay awake at night worrying
about reaching the people who we know that are lost. Where the most
important thing in the lives of every believer is to seek and save
the lost it consumes us - we see their faces before us constantly
we know their need we feel their pain and we tremble at the thought
of them leaving this life without Jesus!

I dream of a Church with a burden like that a place where we
people pull me aside not to talk about who hurt their feelings or
what they dont like but a place where people pull me aside in tears
and ask me to pray for their lost family and friends!

I dream of a Church that breaks out of the walls of this
fortress and becomes a visible force in this community Meeting real
needs healing real hurts in the name of Jesus Christ. Divorce
ministries, substance abuse and recovery ministries, crisis
pregnancy centres, Abuse recovery a Church that has such in an
impact on this community that if we were ever to close the doors
the hurting, the lost, the seeking of this community would not only
notice but rise up in protest

I dream of a Church where every member has found his or her
God-given talent and is using it with passion and joy to build up
the kingdom of God. A Church that takes risks, steps out, that puts
it all on the line that prays bold prayers, fears God, is open to
the Spirit and lives courageous lives of adventure for God A Church
that willingly Gives and keeps on Giving to Missions releasing
Leaders and planting Churches 5 - 10 - 20 - 25 and more in Casey;
Victoria; Australia and other countries.

I dream of a Church full of people who like Abraham say; Lord
even if I dont know all the details, even though I dont really know
where I am going yes I will leave all I have - to go with you..
people who, like Joshua and Caleb, realize that Gods Church was not
meant to merely exist in the wilderness of mediocrity people who
see the land of promise and want to conquer and fear no giants a
place full of people like the little boy who gave up his lunch -
who even though the need is so great bring all they have to Jesus
trusting him to multiply itand feed the multitudes

I dream of being a Church that when the world looks at us, they
know there is something different here that something is going on
that cannot be explained by human reasoning or effort To be a
Church where God adds to our number daily those who are being
saved. Lets pave the way for the Dream.
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