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 Letter from the President
 The beginning of 2008 was dominated by 3 months of filming for the feature film “Bonobos” with French producer “Les films du Rêve”. This required significant efforts and dedicated work from each and every one of us. As a reward, we have offered our staff a brand new bus, indeed rather less impressively decorated than our old
 Mercedes, which drove through town like a giant canvas by local artist Beret. But at least it will not let us down as often! The unfinished constructions at Lola are now essentially completed, which has allowed to install the office there and to free several extra rooms for students and visitors. The second part of the year was dedicated to the preparations for the reintroduction. We were mobilized at every level: veterinary, administrative, but also and essentially at a social level. We have tightened our relationships with the people of the Equatorial forest. “Ekolo ya bonobo” was born; a partnership was signed with the Pôo people; the forest was mapped out and surveyed. The bonobos were prepared nearly on a daily basis as a means to choose the right candidates for reintroduction. We lived in rhythm with the IUCN “guidelines”. We now are in the last straight line before the goal… And we are confident that 2009 will be the year of the first return to the wild of a group of bonobo orphans of the bush meat trade! Thank you again to all of you who are accompanying us towards the fulfillment of this last dream of the bonobos of Congo!
 Claudine André Founding President.
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 Lola ya bonobo, bonobo Sanctuary in Kinshasa
 New bonobos Four new bonobos were received in 2008, all four little females and all four spontaneously donated: Waka, Lukuru, Masisi and Sandoa. Lukuru is the youngest; she’s only two.
 Two babies were born during the year at Lola, both males:
 The first objective of ABC is to fight against the illegal trade in bushmeat and bonobo babies by facilitating the enforcement of existing laws on trade and detention of endangered species by relevant authorities.
 Masisi, 3 years Received 11 May
 Lukuru, 2 years Received 10 May
 Waka, 3 years Received 9 March
 Sandoa, 2 ½ years Received 2 September
 Wa Ngolo ya Lola (« the strongest »),
 Born May 21st of Bandundu
 Nkumu ya Lola ( « the chief »), Born August 30th of Kisantu
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 Claudine & Malou
 We lost two bonobos this year, both killed by a disease with symptoms similar to those of EMCV, the terrible virus that took away 6 of our bonobos in 2002-03. Malou, the well known bonobo rescued at CDG Paris airport just before Christmas 2005, and Bolobo, a young male of 7 both died within two weeks of each other, in spite of all the best efforts of our medical to save them.
 LOLA YA BONOBO Sanctuary offers these services: Medical care for the new bonobos, who often arrive in a state of severe malnutrition and poor health; management of medical cases; and the follow up of every single bonobo. The sanctuary’s health team is comprised of Crispin, the Sanctuary Coordinator, Anne Marie, our nurse, and two vets, Patrick and Clémence.
 The nursery, with about ten bonobos—all newly rescued bonobos once their quarantine is completed and the youngest bonobos—is in the care of Mama Henriette, Yvonne, Micheline and Espérance.
 The three enclosures of the juvenile and adult bonobos, each with 15-20 bonobos living freely within a dozen hectares of forest under the discrete supervision of our teams of keepers and assistants: Stany, Jean Claude, Philippe, Amos, Ndombe and Kadogo.

Page 5
                        

Amis des Bonobos du Congo (ABC) – 2008 Annual Report page 5
 The LOLA YA BONOBO team at end 2008 Medical team Crispin Mahamba, Anne-Marie Ngalula, Patrick Monga, Clémence Kasoki
 Substitute moms, keepers & assistant-keepers Henriette Lubondo, Yvonne Vela, Micheline Nzonzi, Espérance Tsona Stany Mokando, Jean-Claude Nzumbi, Philippe Kunaka Amos Kisungu, Ndombé Luvualu, Kadogo Manzambi
 Food management & hygiene Benoit Mulenga, Didier Manzambi, Alain Miteti
 Upkeep & security Adolphe Zukuku, Jean-Claude Makabi, Nsiala Makiese Jean Mabesi, Jean Malonga
 The management of the food and hygiene of the enclosures are also crucial to the good health of our bonobos. ABC buys over 10 tons of fruit and vegetables every month, which represents a significant contribution to the local economy. This year, the bonobos’ food has been financed by the Brigitte Bardot Foundation, French association
 “30 millions
 friends”, and a generous donation from SOCO. Benoit is in charge of food purchases, storage and management. The substitute mothers, keepers and assistant-keepers supervise the food distribution to “their” bonobos.
 Enclosure and night shed hygiene is under the responsibility of Didier and Alain. Makabi and Nsiala manage the electric fences. Adolphe and his team are responsible for the upkeep and beauty of the site. And the guards, Mabesi and Malonga, ensure everyone’s security….
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 Other developments at the Sanctuary: infrastructure improvements The rehabilitation of the building we call “Equateur”, a pre-existing unfinished construction, was completed this year. The construction work was partly financed by researcher Brian Hare. The new building will be used as accommodation for the Sanctuary director, researchers and long term volunteers and will house at least temporarily the administration’s offices. “Kivu” building, until now shared between offices (administration and finances) and rooms for visitors and students, will now be allocated solely to the latter, which will improve security and privacy. The Society for the Protection of Animals (SPA-France) has helped us install solar electricity for the medical ward, a major help against the regular power cuts in Kinshasa.
 The staff transport minibus, which was 40 years old and had driven 360,000 km, was replaced by a 25-seater Tata bus leased over 12 month. It is a sturdy vehicle; however, we do miss the magnificent paintings of the old one… ABC also had to replace Ms. Andre’s car this year, as the previous one did not survive the Sanctuary’s treacherous access road….
 The main sponsors of LOLA YA BONOBO Sanctuary in 2008 Arcus Foundation Colombus zoo and the Sulatalu Fund for Great Apes The World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) The Brigitte Bardot Foundation The Society for the Protection of Animals (SPA-France) 30 millions friends association The Margot Marsh Biodiversity Fund The Great Apes Trust of Iowa Soco ; Helping Hand Fund (Australia) ; and donations from many
 supportive individuals, in particular through our blog on Wildlife Direct
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 Conservation starts with Education
 School education program Pierrot and Blaise have done impressive educational work this year. Over 30,000 children and adults were reached by their messages for the protection of bonobos. About half of these were youth as part of ABC’ school visit program: organized visits at the Sanctuary for school groups (over 6,000 youth reached) and follow-up education visits by the ABC educators at schools (over 7,000 youth). Not to mention the thousands of children who visit LOLA YA BONOBO with their parents during the weekends. For the past two years, we have been distributing an educational booklet “Beni, the little bonobo” to school children in an attempt to reinforce the educational impact of their visits at the Sanctuary and to carry the message to the parents, siblings, friends and neighbors of our young visitors. The children of Kinshasa love this little booklet, nicely decorated with drawings by Florence Giraud and published in collaboration with French association Awely, which describes the story of every one of the orphans received at LOLA YA BONOBO. The educational program also involves the creation and support of “Kindness Clubs” where students learn to respect animals, whether domestic or wild, and commit to specific actions for animal protection. At the end of 2008, 29 Kindness Clubs were active in Kinshasa.
 The second objective of ABC is to contribute to a better knowledge of bonobos and to increased protection of the species through education programs and the facilitation of ethological studies at LOLA YA BONOBO.
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 Education with Civil Servants Youth are tomorrow’s decision-makers and potential bushmeat consumers…. But bonobos cannot afford to wait for the upcoming generation! As such, ABC’s education program also targets civil servants responsible for the enforcement of laws on the protection of bonobos and their habitat. Delegations from the Ministries of the Environment, Agriculture, and affiliated services often visit the Sanctuary. For many it is the first time they see bonobos!
 Education in the provinces (in support to the reintroduction program) With the planned reintroduction of a first group of bonobos rehabilitated at the Sanctuary in a natural habitat of the Congo Basin in June-July 2009, the ABC team under Pierrot’s leadership has placed particular emphasis on education and mobilization efforts targeting local authorities and populations living around the proposed release site, EKOLO YA BONOBO. Film projections about bonobos, formal presentations, informal discussions with vendors at bushmeat markets and in villages… All means have been employed!
 Awards for Pierrot! Pierrot received two awards this year for his work in conservation education for environmental protection, and bonobo protection in particular. The annual education award of the
 International Primatological Society (IPS), which he will share with the Pôo community, contributing to the rolling fund of their village pharmacy.
 An award from the Abraham Foundation (the award ceremony will take place in March 2009)
 Congrats Pierrot, you deserve these honors!
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 The Basankusu football (soccer) team, EFOBA, has accepted to become ambassadors for the bonobos. It renamed itself “the bonobos of Basankusu” and now proudly wears (thanks to PASA and Brevard zoo!) a splendid bonobo head accompanied with a conservation education message in the local language on their uniform shirts. And this new role seems to be giving them luck: the team played very well this year!
 Education for the general public: books and media… A crew from Films du Rêve productions, under the direction of Alain Tixier, spent nearly 4 months shooting at LOLA YA BONOBO and in the rainforest of the Congo Basin. A team of 17 people at LOLA and a lot of work for Claudine, the keepers, and the bonobos. The star? Beni!!!! The movie will come out in the cinemas in France in autumn or winter 2009. Sister association OKA (“let’s go!” in Gabonese) has produced a beautiful photo album on LOLA YA BONOBO. It is sold for €10 a piece, of which €1 is donated to ABC.
 ABC’s Education Team: Pierrot Mbonzo and Blaise Mbwaki, assisted by Bruce and Benoit on week-ends
 Our main education partners in 2008 (except reintroduction related education activities) SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund Margot Marsh Biodiversity Fund With in-kind support received from French association Awely
 and a project co-sponsored by PASA, Brevard zoo and the Rotary Club
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 Our French website faced a serious technical problem during an upgrade by the host server during the spring… and as a result all its contents were lost! We had to start from scratch, with the help of Alasdair of the Great Ape Handshake. This setback is an opportunity to upgrade the site on the model of the English one, including a blog, a photo and video gallery, and a secure page for online donations and adoptions. Discover the site at www.lolayabonobo.org !
 The media coverage of the ceremony is an invaluable opportunity to introduce the British public to bonobos:
 Newspaper (November 08) Radio Heartland Evening News 2 Bonobo House of Lords Ashby Times OAK FM Coalville Times BBC Radio Leicester Swadlincotre Times BBC Cov and Warks Tamworth Herald Touch Radio Tamworth Times Lancashire Evening Post internet Leicester Mercury PA Wire 25th/26th Nov Hinckley Times Heartland Evening Web The Messenger BBC News 24 Tamworth Herald BBC.co.uk The Mail Coalville
 TV ITV Central Bham and Notts 2 East Midlands Today E and W
 Conferences Claudine is at the French Senate on March 6th at the invitation of WWF- France. The event was organized to discuss legal protections and international conventions in charge of guaranteeing justice, compensation and restoration of living habitats in the case of conflicts. Claudine was invited to present the association’s
 Claudine wins honors at the House of Lords! On November 28th Claudine received the Badham- Evans award for women in conservation, presented to her by Twycross Zoo in a ceremony at the House of Lords.
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 collaboration with the Congolese armed forces in the context of the war in the DRC (she is the “godmother” of their Environmental committee).
 Research & publications
 Behavioral scientists have an important role to play in support of ABC’s conservation and welfare objectives. People protect what they respect and they respect what they understand. Researchers can help us understand more about the hidden details of bonobo life and this understanding can then be used to catch the imagination of people of all ages. When people learn fascinating facts about bonobo life that careful research uncovers, people want to protect bonobos. Therefore, LOLA YA BONOBO welcomes scientists wishing to conduct behavioral observations and other non-intrusive research.
 Brian Hare just wants a little saliva… but his new headdress is what Eleke is most interested in.
 A new fashion in the making at LOLA? The following research teams conducted studies at LOLA in 2008: Comparative study of behavior, emotions and cognition in bonobos, chimps and
 humans by Brian Hare, Esther Herrmann, Suzy Kwetuenda, Evan Maclean, Alexandra Rosati, Michael Tomasello, Victoria Wobber, Vanessa Woods, Richard Wrangham (Universities of Duke and Harvard, USA, and Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology - MPI-EVA, Germany).
 Compared communication in bonobos and other primates by Susanna Clay and Klaus Zuberbühler (University of St Andrews, UK).
 Bonobos genetics and evolution by Anne Fischer, Michel Halbwax and Svante Paabo (MPI-EVA).
 Malaria in bonobos by Sabrina Kreif (Museum of Natural History, France).
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 Henriette is not the only one interested in what’s written about bonobos…
 Articles published in 2008 Andre, C., Kamate, C., Mbonzo, P., Morel, D., Hare, B. 2008. “The conservation value of Lola ya Bonobo Sanctuary.” Furuichi, T., Thompson, J. (Eds) The Bonobos: behavior, ecology and conservation. Springer, New York. 303-322.
 The article posits that sanctuaries play an important role in the conservation of great apes. The existence of LOLA YA BONOBO allows for example the confiscation and rescue of orphaned bonobos, the education of Congolese on environmental protection and the bush meat trade and, ultimately, the reintroduction of bonobos in the wild.
 McIntyre, M., Herrmann, E., Wobber, V., Halbwax, M., Mahamba, C., de Sousa, N., Atenica, R., Cox, D. & Hare, B. in press. « Bonobos have more human-like second-to-fourth finger length ratio (2D:4D) than chimpanzees: a hypothesized indication of lower prenatal androgens. » Journal of Human Evolution.
 The article compares the length of the phalanxes of bonobos at LOLA with those of chimps at Tchimpounga sanctuary and concludes that bonobos have finger lengths more similar to those of humans than chimps. This result suggests that in utero, bonobos receive levels of prenatal androgens similar to humans, whereas chimps receive higher levels.
 . Halbwax, M , Mahamba, C, Ngalula A & André, C. "Placental retention in a bonobo (Pan paniscus)" Journal of Medical Primatology, Volume 38 Issue 3, Pages 171 - 174
 This case report describes the first placental retention in an 11-year-old female bonobo (Pan paniscus) following the delivery of a healthy infant. After unsuccessful medical treatment with oxytocin, the placenta was manually extracted. Both the mother and infant survived.
 Four more articles were submitted for publication in 2008…
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 Ekolo ya bonobo: reintroduction project
 The year 2008 was crucial for the reintroduction project: identification of the site of EKOLO YA BONOBO, mobilization of the populations living around the site, signature of a partnership agreement with the Pôo community, registration of the forest by the Environment Ministry, and all year round veterinary preparation of the group of bonobos to be released…. EKOLO YA BONOBO: the land of bonobos
 Once the potential site identified, the first part of the year was dedicated to the education and mobilization of the leaders and population of the Pôo community, traditional owners of the forest where the site is located. As long as the project did not involve armed
 guards, the Pôo quickly gave their agreement, offering to themselves be the guardians of the bonobos. In partnership with the African Wildlife Foundation (AWF), we conducted a rapid survey of the fauna and flora of the site and then established, together with the local population, a map of the forest area proposed for EKOLO…
 ABC contributes to the survival and protection of bonobos in their natural habitat with the reintroduction of socially stable groups of bonobos in a specially created reserve in the primary forest of the DRC.
 Thanks to funding from the French Social and Development Fund, ABC was able to equip all the schools serving Pôo villages with text books and black boards in time for the start of the 2008-09 school year. The release of the bonobos must also translate into real changes in the lives of the local people…
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 In August, Claudine André was signing the partnership agreement with the Pôo community during a colorful traditional ceremony.
 In December, the Environment Ministry officially authorized the transfer of the bonobos from LOLA to EKOLO YA BONOBO, the “Center for the re-adaptation of bonobos to life in the wild”, and endorsed the proposed registration of the forest. The constructions and logistics preparation for the transfer of the bonobos could start… In the meantime, at LOLA YA BONOBO… The entire medical team, assisted by Michel, was conducting thorough veterinary preparations: vaccinations, tests, search for viruses and parasites, and genetic mapping of the Sanctuary’s bonobos, behavioral observations of the potential groups of bonobos to be released. The veterinary preparations for the release benefited from the support and collaboration of many, including the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology (MPI-EVA), which provided lab equipment and materials, and the Biomedical Primate Research Center (BPRC) who conducted the virology tests for free… The release preparation would not have been possible without the renewed support from WSPA-Africa and from US Fish and Wildlife Services. The release is scheduled for mid June 2009.
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 Suzy observes the bonobos
 Pierrot, Chacal and Yvon, on the River Lopori….
 Basankusu support staff Yvon Swekalo, Head of office Thomas BONDOLA (Chacal), logistics Thomas LONGONGO, guard
 The reintroduction team Claudine André (coordination & leadership,
 negotiations with authorities) Volunteer vets Michel Halbwax & Marie-Laure
 Doppagne and the LOLA health team Pierrot & Blaise (community mobilization &
 education) Suzie Kwetuenda
 (behavioral observations)
 Our main sponsors and partners for the reintroduction
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) – Africa France’s Social and Development Fund African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) Max Planks Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology (MPI-EVA)
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 Capacity Building Francois Mulowayi, financial manager in an international NGO in Kinshasa, kindly agreed to assess our accounting systems and practices and to help us address the weaknesses identified. Since June, he has been training our small team and accompanying the implementation of new accounting procedures and the development of a new accounting software. Francois has also accepted to serve as ABC’s internal auditor starting in 2009.
 The support team: administration and volunteers The effective implementation of all these programs also depends on the unwavering support of our small administrative team: Helene our accountant, assisted by Sylvie our new petty cash manager; Jean-Lambert attending to the houses and visitors; the drivers Sadico, Douglas and Freddy; and many volunteers who often work in the shadows but without whose support we would not have achieved these successes…
 Impossible to work at Lola! Valéry would love to finish the finances ….
 The administrative support team Helene Ndongo, Sylvie Kwaba, Jean-Lambert Boeke Sadico Kashi, Douglas Ibanda, Freddy Mavusu
 The volunteers Valéry Dhanani – finances & procurement Dominique Morel – project management Florent Matheron – multimedia productions
 and many others…..
 Magic of the internet, Dominique is never very far… loin…
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 Our friends and sponsors! ABC members in 2008 Claudine André, Marion Armand, Georges Aubry, Eléna Bersacola, Chantal Bollen, Alice Bontyes, Francois Bouchard, Benjamin Bronne, Jean-Christophe, Laurence and Véronique Charnal, Sophie Colas, Aurore and Gaétan Colibert, Pauline Dageois, Anne-Sophie Demay, Valéry Dhanani, Max Fawaz, David Fernandes, Nathalie Gabet, Claude Giraud, Catherine Gillieron, Pascal Goffin, Félicia Isidro, Jocelyne Kersuzan, Petra Kohler, Coralie Legendre, Christine Le Tenier, Chloe Lescaut, Victor Minesi, Dominique Morel, Colleen Moritz, Alix Ortéga, Célia Pirollo and Arnaud Damagnée, Odile Procksch, Laurence Rivoalan, Patricia Roere, SATICO company, Christiane Scopelitis, Diane Smilie, Adèle Valentin, Van den Brink The adoptive parents of the bonobos at LOLA (including adoptions via “Amis des Bonobos en Europe” (ABE) and Friends of Bonobos) Dimitri, Adrien, Siméon, Maël and Idriss ; Anne-Marie Arduin ; Marion Armand ; Solange Ayral ; Mahtis Boudes ; Magali Boularouah ; Marc Brossolo ; Guy Buelens Vanhamme ; Louise Cassiers ; Lorna Chamagne ; Josiane Chaminade ; Christophe Chateauneuf Ramos ; Henri & Catherine Clermont ; Célia Coulon ; Raphel Courreau ; Elke Deistler ; Joan Deknuydt ; Anne Dethier ; Josyane Delcroix ; Marie-Hélène Dorléans ; Annie Durand ; Fabienne Folch ; Chantal Garnier ; Rodrigo Gatica-Rocco ; Frédéric Gaveau ; Martine Gérard ; Marie-Christine Golano ; Ludovic Giuly ; Elina Hoss ; Ferdinand Hofstadter ; Anne Housseau ; Véronique Huens ; Josiane Jaubert ; Petra Koehler ; Ilona Langer ; Coralie Legendre ; Chloé Lescaut ; Christine Le Tenier ; Isabelle de Meerleer ; Joseph Ohlmann ; Michael de Platter ; Séverine Renard ; Marie-Odile Revel Lescuyer ; Philippe Mercier ; Laurence Sauvage-Lebreton ; Patricia Scheer ; Baudoin Schinker ; Cléa Stettler ; Corinne Tailly ; Marianne Theis ; Magali Vaultier ; Renard Willemaerts ; Baerbel Winkler and his friends at Wilhelma zoo...
 We hosted 64 resident visitors this year, representing 11 different nationalities, not including the students or the Film du Rêve film crew…
 Our friends at Wilhelma zoo (Stuttgart)
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 In-Kind donations Aside from the sponsors mentioned in the report, many local businesses have also been contributing to our efforts, month after month, with gifts in-kind. Among our primary corporate sponsors this year, we would like to give special thanks to the following: Vodacom & Vodanet (mobile telephone cards & equipment) Achour Group (rice, milk) Bralima (equipment & furniture for our new refreshment stall) Nova product (soap) G.P.G.P.P. (fuel for our vehicles) TRC (maintenance & repairs for our vehicles) SHAMKA (office supplies & services) Fujifilm (print work - photos, posters, calendars) Maison d'Ivoire (living-room furniture for “Equateur” house) Cilu (cement for the constructions) FAMECO (reinforced iron bars for the constructions) Air France (excess luggage credit for shipment of books and material) DHL (courier)….
 Last but not least, many visitors also brought us in their suitcases various medicines and other materials that are often impossible to find or unaffordable in Kinshasa. We cannot thank them all individually, but this was also highly valued.
 ABC’s Board of Directors
 President: Ms. Claudine André Vice president: Ms. Dominique Morel Treasurer: Ms. Valéry Dhanani Secretary: Ms. Angélique Busine Legal advisor: Me Roger Masamba Advisor: M. Victor Minesi Internal Audit: M. Albert Busine
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