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Four DefensesOF FARMING AND CONSUMING
 ANIMAL PRODUCTS(MEAT, DAIRY, EGGS)
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I. The Replaceability Defense
 1. A perfectly humane, pain-free animal farm would add more happiness to the world than a plant farm feeding the same number of people.
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(continued)
 2. Every animal painlessly killed on a perfectly humane farm would be painlessly replaced with another, so net animal happiness would never decrease.
 DAISY IS SOON TO BE KILLED
 BESSIE WILL REPLACE DAISY

Page 4
                        

(continued)
 3. Replacing Daisy with Bessie causes no harm to Daisy because (a) Bessie will be just as happy and (b) Daisy has no desires at all for her future. (Humans do have desires for the future so aren’t replaceable.)
 ZILCH Next week is fall break!
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(continued)
 THEREFORE,4. Perfectly humane, pain-free animal farming is
 morally acceptable.

Page 6
                        

(continued)
 5. But Polyface type farms are very close to being perfectly humane (there’s minimal suffering).

Page 7
                        

(continued)
 THEREFORE 6. Real world ultra-humane animal farming is
 morally acceptable. There’s no moral problem at all with eating meat from that type of farm.

Page 8
                        

All on one page!1. A perfectly humane, pain-free animal farm would add more happiness
 to the world than a plant farm feeding the same number of people.2. Every animal painlessly killed on a perfectly humane farm would be
 painlessly replaced with another, so net animal happiness would never decrease.
 3. Replacing Daisy with Bessie causes no harm to Daisy because (a) Bessie will be just as happy and (b) Daisy has no desires at all for her future. (Humans do have desires for the future so aren’t replaceable.)
 4. Perfectly humane, pain-free animal farming is morally acceptable. 5. But Polyface type farms are very close to being perfectly humane
 (there’s minimal suffering).THEREFORE,6. Real world ultra-humane animal farming is morally acceptable. There’s
 no moral problem at all with eating meat from that type of farm.

Page 9
                        

Credit
 1. This argument, up to premise 4, is Peter Singer’s.2. He thinks this argument applies to species without
 any awareness of the future. 3. Singer thinks some farm animals (pigs?) may have
 awareness of the future.4. And Singer thinks real world humane farms are
 usually quite far from being perfectly humane.5. So he doesn’t buy the whole argument but is
 responsible for the key concepts (replaceability, etc.).
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II. The Till Kill Argument (Steven Davis)
 STEP 1 –Assume animals have rights (Regan).STEP 2 – Assume “least harm principle” – if we must kill, we should kill the fewest we can.STEP 3 – Calculate which diet kills fewest.

Page 11
                        

PLANT FARMINGEQUIPMENT KILLS FIELD ANIMALS – MICE, RATS, VOLES, RABBITS, BIRDS, ETC.

Page 12
                        

VEGAN DIETUse all 120 million ha of US cropland to produce vegan diet for all
 Assume 15 animals killed/ha/year
 15 X 120 million = 1.8 billion killed
 TOTAL: 1.8 BILLION KILLED

Page 13
                        

VEG + PASTURED BEEF DIETVEGETABLES PASTURED BEEF
 60 million ha used for pastured beef (cattle do their own harvesting—so less equipment used)Assume 7.5 field animals killed/ha/year7.5 X 60 million = .45 billion killed74 million cattle killed
 60 million ha used to produce plant foods.Assume 15 animals killed/ha/year15 X 60 million ha = 9 billion killed
 TOTAL 1.424 BILLION KILLED

Page 14
                        

WHICH DOES LEAST HARM?VEGAN DIET VEG + PASTURED BEEF
 TOTAL: 1.424 BILLION KILLED
 TOTAL: 1.8 BILLION KILLED

Page 15
                        

CLARIFICATIONThis defense does not apply to—• regular beef (finished at a feedlot)• pork (not a ruminant)• chicken (very small)
 This defense does apply to—• pastured beef• pastured lamb? (small)

Page 16
                        

Two Questions
 1. If Davis has his facts right, is this a good defense of eating pastured beef?
 2. Does Davis have his facts right?

Page 17
                        

Agricultural Productivity(Davis’s assumption)
 WIKIPEDIA ARTICLE
 1.8 billion killed 1.424 billion killed
 PEOPLE FED
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edible_protein_per_unit_area_of_land
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Same area, less animal protein
 1.8 billion killed > 1.424 billion killed
 PEOPLE FED
 ?
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III. The Unfairness Argument(Kathryn Paxton George)
 1. Ethical vegetarianism is impartial and egalitarian only if it imposes the same burdens on all people.
 2. The rule against consuming animals imposes greater burdens on women, children, and the elderly.
 THEREFORE3. Ethical vegetarianism is not impartial and
 egalitarian.

Page 20
                        

(continued)
 According to George, Regan and Singer do grant some exceptions--people who may eat animal products. George says that's not enough, because it makes these non-vegetarians/vegans a "moral underclass." (p. 278)

Page 21
                        

(continued)
 George says diets in developing countries are often close to vegan, but nutritionally deficient. Improving nutrition is easier, cheaper, safer, and "greener" if it involves animal products rather than only vegan products.
 Heifer International Videos
 http://vimeo.com/heifer/videos

Page 22
                        

IV. Causal Impotence (RG Frey)
 1. Meat industry is too huge to be sensitive to small fluctuations in demand
 THEREFORE2. Not eating meat has no effect on number of
 animals killed.3. If not eating meat has no effect, there can be no
 obligation not to eat meat.THEREFORE4. There is no obligation not to eat meat.
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