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 Commentary by Ron Thomas Questions by John C. Sewell
 Final Efforts Made by Nehemiah’s Enemies
 Nehemiah 6:1-19
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 Final Efforts Made by Nehemiah’s Enemies Text: Nehemiah 6:1-19, 1. Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates:) 2. That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. 3. And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? 4. Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner. 5. Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand: 6. Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. 7. And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, there is a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. 8. Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of thine own heart. 9. For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 10. Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. 11. And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. 12. And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13. Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. 14. My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear. 15. So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 16. And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 17. Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto them. 18. For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law of Shechaniah the son of Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. 19. Also they reported his good deeds before me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear. Introduction: I. This chapter is a chapter of persistence.
 A. As men and women of God, we are to persevere in the way of righteousness.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 B. There is a simple reason for that: those who have no interest in righteous things will persevere in order to throw us off the path we chose to walk (John 14:6, Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.).
 Commentary: Nehemiah 6:1-4, Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates:) That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner. I. The Plains of Ono.
 A. The wall was nearly complete except for the doors on the gates. Nehemiah 6:1, Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates:) B. A proposed meeting that Nehemiah realized was to his harm. Nehemiah 6:2-3, That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 1. The plains of Ono. Both Yamauchi and Williamson said it was probably a border town, the western most city resettled after the return of the Jews from Babylon. 2. Nehemiah saw that it was a trap and refused to go.
 C. Continued attempts to meet. Nehemiah 6:4, Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner.
 1. Those who opposed the rebuilding of the wall, Temple and city, were not going to be defeated without a struggle. In this verse (and the following), we see this occur. 2. Often times “persistence pays off.” When we persevere much good happens. This principle also works in favor of evil people. 3. Perseverance is an attitude of “I won’t be defeated!” 4. Those who stand for that which is right must have strength of faith and commitment to God that he (she) will not be moved (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:58, stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.).
 Nehemiah 6:5-9, Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand: Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, there is a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore, and let us take
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 counsel together. Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of thine own heart. For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. II. An Open Letter
 A. An open letter of threat. Nehemiah 6:5-7, Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand: Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, there is a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together.
 1. Sanballat was working through his servant; he did not make these trips himself.
 a. The rumors were swirling and an open letter would suggest suspicious activity on Nehemiah’s part. b. In part, Nehemiah was in a no-win situation.
 2. These rumors will be reported. Of course, this was a threat to Nehemiah because he would surely know the king would put a stop to any threat he perceived whether real or imagined.
 a. Sanballat even asserted (lied) about Nehemiah’s hiring false prophets to proclaim his reign. b. This was not an unknown occurrence.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 c. In 1 Kings 11:29-31, (And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two were alone in the field: And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces: And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee☺ and 2 Kings 9:1-3, (And Elisha the prophet called one of the children of the prophets, and said unto him, Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramothgilead: And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among his brethren, and carry him to an inner chamber; Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not., we have similar occurrences.
 3. Come let us meet together. B. Nehemiah denies the open threat. Nehemiah 6:8-9, Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of thine own heart. For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.
 1. Nehemiah’s denial. He knew he was in a predicament; what could he do?
 a. He could only do what he did and suffer the results that, perhaps, would be forthcoming.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 b. He knew this was nothing more than a fabrication for the sole purpose of weakening the hands of the people.
 2. It is interesting to note that few people, in today’s climate, want to pass judgment upon another.
 a. Nehemiah was not handicapped by such silly thinking. b. The Scriptures teach that one is known by his fruit. Sanballat was known by his fruit as well. c. Nehemiah judged correctly.
 3. Nehemiah’s prayer for strength.
 Nehemiah 6:10-14, Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear. III. The House of God.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 A. A proposed meeting in the house of God. Nehemiah 6:10, Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee.
 1. Perseverance: Since one plan failed, another was attempted. 2. This time there was a secret informer within the camp trying to persuade Nehemiah into entering the temple. What makes this even more remarkable is the religious icons used to set the trap! 3. Shemaiah called for Nehemiah and Nehemiah went to him. What position Shemaiah held is uncertain though in Nehemiah 6:12, (And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.) some thought of him as a prophet. 4. A good lesson here: sometimes we may be slow in learning an important fact. Once we learn it, however, we are to act upon it.
 a. It is not said that Nehemiah had any distrust of Shemaiah before he went though, perhaps, he went with some caution.
 1) When he learned of there being a secret informer is not stated.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 2) It is possible that Nehemiah spoke of this “after the fact” just as it is easy to understand that he knew of the informant before he went.
 b. Once he learned (perceived) of the impropriety, he left.
 B. Nehemiah’s response. Nehemiah 6:11-14, And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear.
 1. He refused and detected a trap. Conservative Bible scholars say there are two reasons for Nehemiah’s refusal.
 a. First, he was the leader of the people and his running away was just “out of the question.” There is much to be said for this.
 1) When we accept positions of responsibility, which will bring with it much that is positive, we must also accept the obligations that come to us that can be interpreted as harmful. 2) Nehemiah was truly a godly leader!
 b. Second, Nehemiah understood that he was not allowed to go into the Temple for that was a place reserved by God only for those authorized to go in.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 Nehemiah was not going to compromise God’s standard/authority for his own benefit.
 2. Shemaiah was not sent from God, but was a hireling for those who opposed the wall’s building.
 a. “Because he advised to that which was against the cause of God and true religion” (John Gill, E-Sword). b. When another invites you to compromise God’s expressed will that should give you warning of one of two things: either that person is misguided or just plain a servant of Satan – even today this applies! c. Jeremiah 14:14, Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. d. Jeremiah 23:16, 25, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord. I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. e. Jeremiah 28:15, Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The Lord hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 f. 1 John 4:1, When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,
 3. Those who persevere in opposing God will go to great lengths. Sanballat and Tobiah hired false prophets. One was a male and another a female. In the Old Testament the Lord recognized three female prophets: Miriam (Exodus 15:20, And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances.), Deborah (Judges 4:4, And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time.), and Huldah (2 Kings 22:14, So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;) and they communed with her). 4. Nehemiah’s prayer.
 Nehemiah 6:15-19, So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto them. For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law of Shechaniah the son of Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. Also they reported his good deeds before me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear. IV. The Finished Wall.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 A. The wall was finished in 52 days. Nehemiah 6:15, So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days.
 1. The estimated date ranges from the months of August-September (Barnes) to 27 October 445 B.C. (Yamauchi), to December 437 B.C. (Josephus). 2. Williamson focuses less on the precise date and more on the time frame of Nehemiah’s arrival to the wall’s completion. A remarkably fast paced accomplishment.
 B. Those opposed to the building of the wall were discouraged at the completion of it. Nehemiah 6:16, And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God.
 1. With the opposition that was set forth, those opposed to the wall recognized its completion was because God wanted it completed.
 a. The NKJV says they were disheartened in their own eyes. b. The NIV reads that they lost their self-confidence. c. The point is that Nehemiah’s determination overcame their strong opposition.
 1) They no longer had confidence in their ability to overcome a foe with equal determination. It was more that that.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 2) They recognized that Nehemiah’s determina-tion, as great as it was, was not the only factor in the wall’s completion. 3) Nehemiah received help that Sanballat, Tobiah, and others could not overcome. 4) God.
 1. The opposition was intense.
 a. There was mockery and intimidation (Nehemiah 4:1-3, But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth,a nd took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned? Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down their stone wall.) b. There was conspiracy and confusion.
 1) Nehemiah 4:8, 11, 12, And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all places
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you.
 2) Nehemiah 6:17, 18, Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto them. For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law of Shechaniah the son of Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah.
 c. There was internal corruption (Nehemiah 5:6-11, And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words. Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly against them. And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell your brethren? or shall they be sold unto us? Then held they their peace, and found nothing to answer. Also I said, It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies? I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money and corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury. Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredeth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them.) d. Poverty brought discontent (Nehemiah 5:1-5, And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews. For there were that said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and live. Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth. There were also that said, We have borrowed money for the king’s tribute, and that upon our lands and vineyards. Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as their children: and, lo, we bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are brought unto bondage already: neither is it in our power to redeem them; for other men have our lands and vineyards.) e. There was an open letter of threat (Nehemiah 6:5-7, Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand: Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, there is a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. Also they reported his good deeds before me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear.). f. There was an attempt to use God’s house to get one to sin and slander his name (Nehemiah 6:10, Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee.).
 C. Traitors within Judah. Nehemiah 6:17-19, Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto them. For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law of Shechaniah the son of Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. Also they reported his good deeds before me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear.
 1. These verses are more parenthetical than chronological. Note the first few words of verse 17, “Also in those days…” (NKJV). 2. The letters to and from Tobiah were indicative of a strong conspiracy and partisanship on the part of some of those who lived in Judea. 3. It is interesting that generally few people see things as they actually are. When one does, the many stand opposed because:
 a. People don’t want to believe it, b. It seems too unlikely and out of character to be believable, c. Many believe, surely, one would not stoop to such a low-life activity to do such a thing, d. This is my land and I don’t like your actions, e. Loyalty runs deep.
 Landmark Publications, Inc., 1045 Maynor Street, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor.
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 Questions
 Nehemiah 6:1-19
 (Questions are based on NIV text.) 1. When ________________________ came to ___________________, _______________, ________________ the _______________ and the _______________ of our _______________ that I (_______________) had ____________________ the ___________________ and not a ___________________ was _______________ in it – though up to that ___________________ I had not set the _________________ in the _______________ - _______________ and _______________ sent me this _______________: “_______________, let us _________________ _________________ in one of the __________________ on the _________________ of _______________.” 2. Where was the plain of Ono located? _________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 3. Why did Nehemiah’s enemies propose this conference? ___________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 4. What response did Nehemiah make to his enemies’ call for a conference? ________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 5. How many times did the enemies of Nehemiah ask for a conference? Did Nehemiah’s response change? ______________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 6. How did the last request for a conference differ from the others? Why was the letter unsealed? ______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 7. Describe the character of Nehemiah’s enemies. __________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 8. What response did Nehemiah make to Sanballat’s letter? __________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
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 9. What was the psychological reasoning behind Sanballat’s letter? Why did he write such a letter? _____________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 10. In time of crisis Nehemiah prayed. For what did Nehemiah pray? How long was Nehemiah’s prayer? Are we heard for our much speaking? _________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 11. What connection was there between Nehemiah’s enemies and Shemaiah, Noadiah and certain of the rest of the prophets? Why did they do what they did? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 12. What advice did these people give Nehemiah? _________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 13. What response did Nehemiah give to Shemaiah, Noadiah and certain of the rest of the prophets? ____________________________________
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 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 14. How can we tell the difference between sheep and wolves in sheep’s clothing? How important is it that we are correct in making this determination? _____________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 15. Nehemiah prayed again. For what did he pray in verse 14? _______ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 16. List all of Nehemiah’s positive traits. ________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 17. List all of Nehemiah’s negative traits. ________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
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 18. List all the positive traits of Nehemiah’s enemies. _______________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 19. List all the negative traits of Nehemiah’s enemies. ______________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 20. How long did it take to rebuild the wall? _____________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ When was the wall finished? __________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ To what month of our calendar did this Jewish month correspond? ____ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 21. What factors led to the completion of such a monumental job in less than two months? ___________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
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 22. What reaction did Nehemiah’s enemies have to the completion of the construction of the walls? Why did they have this reaction? _________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 23. The nobles of Judah had among them hypocrites who sided with Nehemiah’s enemies. What did the nobles and Nehemiah’s enemies continue to do? Why did they do this? Were they really nobles? _____ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 24.What influence does marriage have on conduct? . . . on our eternal destiny? (see verse 18). ______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________ 25. What lessons are there in Nehemiah 6 for us in today’s world? ____ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
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