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Nehemiah 6Dealing with direct Threats, Opposition and Intimidation

Page 2
                        

2 Corinthians 2:11
 2Co 2:11 KJV Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

Page 3
                        

IntroductionAbuse of power can be very effective at ensuring compliance. However, its success depends on the victims being uncertain of their own position. Nehemiah was so connected with God that he was not bothered by the threats and (increasingly) desperate methods of intimidation.

Page 4
                        

–NIV / NKJV
 “Read Nehemiah 6.”

Page 5
                        

Digging into the WordList all the efforts at intimidation in this chapter.
 1-4: Demand to meet in the plain of Ono FOUR times5 & 6: OPEN letter with FALSE allegations10: Use of insiders to try to cause Nehemiah to act badly – Note subtlety in use of the temple14: “the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who would have made me afraid.”

Page 6
                        

Implications“Respectable” people cooperating with the enemyOstensibly deeply spiritual leaders (the prophets) were in error“Nehemiah was not ignorant of Satan's devices. He knew that these attempts were made in order to weaken the hands of the builders and thus frustrate their efforts. “PK655

Page 7
                        

Insights - Refs
 PK 656:1, 2

Page 8
                        

Digging into the WordWere the participants in the build entirely committed to the cause?
 17. Also in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came to them. 18. For many in Judah were pledged to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shechaniah the son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. 19. Also they reported his good deeds before me, and reported my words to him. Tobiah sent letters to frighten me.

Page 9
                        

PK 657Here are seen the evil results of intermarriage with idolaters. A family of Judah had become connected with the enemies of God, and the relation had proved a snare. Many others had done the same. These, like the mixed multitude that came up with Israel from Egypt, were a source of constant trouble. They were not wholehearted in His service; and when God's work demanded a sacrifice, they were ready to violate their solemn oath of co-operation and support.

Page 10
                        

Digging into the Word
 What would have been the dangers associated with what we have read in verses 17 - 19?

Page 11
                        

Digging into the WordThe nobles of Judah who had become entangled in idolatrous marriages, and who had held traitorous correspondence with Tobiah and taken oath to serve him, now represented him as a man of ability and foresight, an alliance with whom would be greatly to the advantage of the Jews. At the same time they betrayed to him Nehemiah's plans and movements. Thus the work of God's people was laid open to the attacks of their enemies, and opportunity was given to misconstrue Nehemiah's words and acts, and to hinder his work. PK 658

Page 12
                        

Other insightsSatan's assaults have ever been directed against those who have sought to advance the work and cause of God. Though often baffled, he as often renews his attacks with fresh vigor, using means hitherto untried. But it is his secret working through those who avow themselves the friends of God's work, that is most to be feared. PK 659

Page 13
                        

SummaryAs the time of the end draws near, Satan's temptations will be brought to bear with greater power upon God's workers. He will employ human agents to mock and revile those who "build the wall." But should the builders come down to meet the attacks of their foes, this would but retard the work. They should endeavor to defeat the purposes of their adversaries, but they should not allow anything to call them from their work. Truth is stronger than error, and right will prevail over wrong. PK 659

Page 14
                        

ConclusionIn Nehemiah's firm devotion to the work of God, and his equally firm reliance on God, lay the reason of the failure of his enemies to draw him into their power. The soul that is indolent falls an easy prey to temptation; but in the life that has a noble aim, an absorbing purpose, evil finds little foothold. The faith of him who is constantly advancing does not weaken; for above, beneath, beyond, he recognizes Infinite Love, working out all things to accomplish His good purpose. God's true servants work with a determination that will not fail because the throne of grace is their constant dependence. {PK 660.2}

Page 15
                        

ConclusionGod has provided divine assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts. He provides opportunities and opens channels of working. If His people are watching the indications of His providence, and are ready to co-operate with Him, they will see mighty results.
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