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 Board of TrusteesChairRobin McClendon, Monticello
 Vice ChairHugh McDonald, Little Rock
 SecretaryBelinda Shults, Little Rock
 TreasurerRitter Arnold, Marked Tree
 Fred Berry, YellvilleJohn Chamberlin, Little RockMichael Clark, BentonvilleMary Elizabeth Eldridge, FayettevilleJohn Fletcher, Little RockKevin Igli, SpringdaleLisenne Rockefeller, Little RockAnn Rosso, FayettevilleMark Saviers, Little RockTom Schueck, Little RockCraig Shackelford, MontroseBaxter Sharp, BrinkleyJD Simpson, Little RockDavid Snowden, Jr., Little RockWitt Stephens, Jr., Little RockDhu Thompson, Little RockGus Vratsinas, Little RockDr. Becky Wheeler, Little RockGay White, Little RockBrent Whittington, Little Rock
 DirectorScott Simon, Little Rock
 Welcome New Legacy Club MembersMembers of the Legacy Club have madea lasting commitment to conservationthrough a life-income gift or by naming TheNature Conservancy in their estate plans.Our deepest thanks to the 199 friends whobelong to the Legacy Club in Arkansas, in-cluding these new members or memberswho have made additional gift intentions:
 Leaving a LegacyIs Easy andRewardingAbequestis one of thesimplest waysto protectthe lands andwaters youcare about.You can eas-ily name theConservancy asa beneficiary of your will, trust,retirement plan, life insurancepolicy or financial accounts.Anyone can make a bequest andno amount is too small.
 For more information, contactSusan Borné: (501) 614-5071or [email protected] or visitnature.org/gift-planning. n
 Susan Borné
 59prescribedburns on11,831 acres
 2,000acres enrolled in wetland easements
 4,252acres oftrees planted
 77cavesurveyingtrips
 8acquisitionstotalling1,304 acres
 3new trails
 1new floatingcampingplatform
 9newunpavedroadsBMPprojects
 What You Made Possible This Year
 AnonymousJennifer BarnhouseRon BarronJohn D. BergerSusan and Robin
 BornéLeonard CraneRaeburn HughesGlenn JonesSherry LewisElvon C. LloydMartha McKayKendra RoesnerAnn Rosso
 Belinda ShultsScott and Angela
 SimonWilliam D. “Bill”
 Stanley
 Matured BequestsBreckenridge
 CampbellRobert G.
 ClearwaterDaniel C. FetherolfRuth Ann RacelyEarl StanekCaroline Triplett
 Cover photo by Michael Baxley Photography
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 On the cover
 The Maumelle Pinnacles andsurrounding rivers in CentralArkansas are a landscape ofgrand, exposed sandstone ridgestowering above sweeping oakand pine woodlands and broadriver valleys. In addition to spec-tacular views, they house a re-markable range of habitats andspecies as well as provide cleandrinking water to 600,000 peo-ple via Lake Maumelle. Thanksto an anonymous private donor,committed partners, a generouslandowner, and your sustainingsupport, a new public NaturalArea safeguards these treasures.Welcome to Rattlesnake RidgeNatural Area.
 Rattlesnake Ridge is a placefor rugged adventure. Co-ownedbetween the Conservancy andthe Arkansas Natural Heritage
 Commission, a division of theDepartment of ArkansasHeritage, the natural area con-sists of 373 beautiful acres of ma-ture woodland, rock outcrops,and steep valleys. Hike to thetop and you are rewarded withpanoramic views of PinnacleMountain State Park, LakeMaumelle, Pinnacle Valley, andthe Ouachita National Forest.There are opportunities formountain bikers and rockclimbers, and fishing. NowlinCreek flows through the prop-erty to Pinnacle MountainState Park.
 Rattlesnake Ridge NaturalArea is best described by long-time Conservancy member LeeBodenhamer, whose family sold
 Rattlesnake Ridge Natural Area
 What’s in a Name?This spot has been knownfor generations asRattlesnake Ridge. Thename is appropriate fortwo reasons: rocky out-crops form a distinctive,snakelike ridgeline, and itis the farthest east thatwestern diamondbackrattlesnakes are found. n
 Rattlesnake Ridge Natural Area has something for everyone.
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 the property to the Conservancyat a generous discount. “ThePinnacles are a rare treasure. Iloved this place instantly when Istarted looking for land 27 yearsago. It has given me a place ofreprieve and a way to instill inmy family a love and respect forthe land. I would like to seethese mountains and rivers re-main natural for the benefit ofall Arkansans.” With all of usworking together, RattlesnakeRidge can remain healthy andwild for generations to come.
 Over the next year, withyour support, we will work withpartners and neighbors to re-place existing roads with trailsand to create rock climbing
 areas that provide visitors withan uncrowded nature experi-ence. The area will also show-case important land manage-ment activities like prescribedfire. Thank you for helpingconserve this special place! n
 Ann RossoLeaves Her LegacyAnn Rosso’s family made the generousdonation of land that establishedRattlesnake Ridge Natural Area. Workingthrough that project with her threebrothers, her children, and her father, LeeBodenhamer, made her think about thefuture of conservation in a new light. Thethoughtfulness of the planning, culminat-ing in the dedication of the property tothe public in May, gave Ann insight intowhat a lasting gift could look like and howmany people could benefit from it.
 This inspired Ann to join the LegacyClub with a bequest gift. “I wanted to domy part to make sure the Natural Statestays natural for future generations,” shesaid. Many thanks to Ann and all LegacyClub members for planning for a bettertomorrow. n
 Special SpeciesSpecies of Conservationconcern at RattlesnakeRidge Natural Area:
 s Arkansas twistflowers Southeastern bats Western diamondback
 rattlesnakes Wright’s cliffbrake fern
 For several years, we have beenrestoring stretches of the LittleRed River’s upper forks that arethe only known home of the en-dangered yellowcheek darter.Last summer, we were set tostart on a section of the SouthFork that suffers from severeerosion, when a pre-construc-tion survey found the specieswhere we intended to dig. Itwas confirmation that we wereworking in the right place, butwe had to keep the fish safewhile repairing their home. Our
 friends at the U.S. Fish andWildlife Service and other part-ners helped us catch and relo-cate about 75 darters to calmerwaters nearby. The restorationis almost complete, thanks tosupportive partners, caringlandowners, and generousfriends like you. n
 Bucket Brigade to the Rescue
 Volunteers worked together to successfully transfer yellowcheek darters to their new home.
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 On Rockhouse Creek, atributary of the Kings River innorthwest Arkansas, decades ofhuman changes to the landscapehave taken their toll. One 1.5-mile stretch with erodingcreekbanks is dumping 10,000tons of sediment into the Kingseach year. Meanwhile, peopleliving on Rockhouse Road haveendured life-threatening delaysin emergency response becausethe low-water crossing over thecreek is often flooded andimpassable.
 Nadara and WayneWilliams lived on 550 acresalong this section of RockhouseCreek. With a desire to help thecreek and see their serenelybeautiful property conserved,the Williamses sold it to theConservancy at a deep discount.A grant from Acres forAmerica, a program of Walmartand the National Fish andWildlife Foundation, helpedwith the purchase of what willbe the first Arkansas HeritageStream Partnership project.
 Now thanks to you andsome generous neighbors, weare on our way to installing abetter, safer bridge, healing thecreekbanks, and stopping theerosion. Fish migration will alsobe vastly improved by removingthe old crossing.
 The property connectsmore than 20,000 acres of pro-tected lands in the MadisonCounty Wildlife ManagementArea, Bear Hollow NaturalArea, the Ozark NaturalScience Center, and theConservancy’s Kings RiverPreserve, creating the potentialfor new recreational opportuni-ties in northwest Arkansas anda healthier Kings River.
 “There is so much potentialhere for promoting bestpractices in river care and forinvolving people in hands-on
 conservation,” said WatershedRestoration Program DirectorJohn Chapman. “We are justgetting started.”
 If you would like to learnmore about how you can help,contact Jennifer Barnhouse,Director of Philanthropy, at(501) 614-5091 [email protected]. n
 A Long-Awaited Rockhouse Revival
 Work to heal the creekbanks along Rockhouse Creek will begin this winter.
 Happy Rivers
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 Restoring Habitat Here and Around the World
 Quail Habitat on the RiseWith your help, theConservancy and ourpartners are restoringquail habitat in the cen-tral sandhills of southwestArkansas. (And statewide,our partners burned morethan 340,000 acres thisyear.) Your supporthelped increase pre-scribed burning onConservancy preserves,Poison Springs StateForest, state natural areas,and state parks in thesandhills from 300 acres afew years ago to 3,000acres this year. That’sgreat news for quail andother animals that dependon healthy, diverse plantlife for food and shelter. n
 Since 2012, the Conservancy’sArkansas fire team has culti-vated an annual exchange pro-gram with land managers inZambia to promote best prac-tices in prescribed fire. Wordspread about the success of theexchange, sparking a similar re-lationship with Colombia.Thanks to your support thisyear Arkansas fire professionalsvisited the new 180,000-acreManacacias National Park andhelped park managers develop acomprehensive fire strategy for
 this landscape that, along withsurrounding private lands,burns every year. The managersthen came to Arkansas to workalongside our burn crew, tourthe state’s national forests, andmeet with conservation leadersto learn more about successfulfire management in protectedareas. Now a new exchange pro-gram with Nigeria is takingshape. Thank you for support-ing international cooperationthat leads to better conserva-tion practices at home andaround the world. n
 More Benefitsfrom Prescribed Fire
 Fire profession-als fromColombia andZambia visitingArkansas.

Page 7
                        

7
 Your Support Feeds a Nation
 The Mississippi Riverquenches our thirst, nourishesour crops, powers our homes,and transports the goods weneed. It provides critical wildlifehabitat and sustains robust fish-eries, which bring food, jobs, andeconomic security to millions ofpeople. The Conservancy andpartners share a bold vision tosustain the entire MississippiRiver Basin from its headwatersto the Gulf of Mexico. It is oneof our most ambitious undertak-ings. The annual reforestation ofthousands of acres and thestream restorations you are help-ing make possible here inArkansas feed directly into it.
 InnovativeConservationFarmers in the upper Cache Riverwatershed were having problemswith eroding ditches, and theywere looking for solutions.
 The Arkansas Farm Bureauconnected the Conservancywith the landowners, and aftersome evaluation, we decided tobuild two-stage ditches. Theseare ditches with an extra shelfthat forms a mini-floodplainwithin the water channel. Themodified ditches function aswetlands during the winter—great for waterfowl—and theycatch sediment and nutrientrunoff from farm fields, keepingthem out of the water.
 With your support, grantsfrom the National Fish and
 Wildlife Foundation and theCache River Drainage District,and innovative irrigation tech-nologies from Delta Plastics, Inc.,the project has begun, adding anew tool to help achieve flood-plain restoration and clean water.
 Back at Benson CreekBenson Creek was theConservancy’s first ditch-to-stream restoration in theArkansas Delta, made possibleby generous members years ago.With your help, more ofBenson Creek has been re-stored as part of a five-year col-laboration with the ArkansasNatural Heritage Commissionand U.S. Fish and WildlifeService to improve water qual-ity and wildlife habitat.
 Benson Creek is part of anextensive system of waterwaysconnecting to Bayou DeViewand the Cache River. Our firstproject under the new partner-ship involved plugging theditched creek, reconstructing its
 natural, meandering channeland floodplain, and redirectingthe water into the new channel.As all restorations do, this onefaced its share of challenges,from heavy spring rains to veryactive beavers. But in the end,thanks to you, the area was re-stored. The waters are clearingas the floodplain traps sedi-ment. Bluegill and largemouthbass are using the creek again.Ducks circle above.
 Thank you for making itpossible. n
 Healing the Waterways of the Delta
 Two-stage ditches, like this one, create mini-floodplainswithin the channel.
 Benson Creekrestored to itsnatural mean-dering channeland floodplain.
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 People are at the heart of conser-vation! The Conservancy is com-mitted to providing more oppor-tunities for you and others toexplore the places you make pos-sible and connect with nature.Give yourself and the planetsome peace of mind on your nextgetaway. We invite you to visitone of these spots and supportconservation while you escape!
 Kings RiverThe modern rustic Deck Housenear Eureka Springs sleeps upto 20 people and is perfect for afamily reunion, business retreat,or long weekend with friends.With panoramic views of theKings River, a trail behind thehouse, and the river only min-utes away, adventure awaits.Reservations atKingsRiverDeckHouse.org.
 Nestled along Rockhouse Creeknear the Kings River is a charm-ing log home, Whispering Wings,that sleeps 17 of your closestfriends. Comfortable and off thebeaten path, it is the perfectOzark escape. Reservations atRockhouseCreekPreserve.org.
 If large cabins aren’t your thing,check in with Ernie Killman atKings River Outfitters. He has avariety of cabins to rent, plus hecan set you up to fish or paddlethe best spots on the Kings River.
 Bluffton PreserveIf a tent is more your speed,primitive camping along thebanks of the Archey Fork of theLittle Red River near Clinton isa great way to spend a night ortwo. Enjoy floating and hikingamong beautiful bluffs! Spotsare first come, first served. Asalways, we ask that you have funbut leave no trace. For direc-tions, visit Places We Protect atnature.org/arkansas.
 Camping PlatformsIf you want to take camping tothe next level, the platform atthe William Kirsch Preservewithin Ranch North Woods(Little Rock) and the CohenFamily platform at Bayou
 DeView (near Cotton Plant)might be your new favoritespots. Only accessible by canoeor kayak, the floating platformsare just big enough for a coupleof people to sleep beneath thestars. To reserve your spot visitArkansasWaterTrails.com.
 Hike Electric IslandThanks to the Arkansas Gameand Fish Commission, there is anew two-mile trail to exploreon Lake Hamilton. A gift to theConservancy from Entergy inthe early 1980s, Electric Islandis a quick paddle from theAndrew Hulsey Fish Hatcheryand a great place to experiencenature all year long.
 Rattlesnake RidgeNatural AreaThis newly conserved slice ofnature near Little Rock’sPinnacle Mountain came with ahouse that we’re sprucing up forvacation rentals. We hope to behosting guests by summer 2019,so watch nature.org/arkansasfor updates. In the meantime,the natural area is open for dayuse. Directions atNaturalHeritage.com. n
 Spend the Day or Night with UsGive yourself
 and the planet
 some peace of
 mind on your
 next getaway.
 We invite you
 to visit one of
 these spots and
 support
 conservation
 while you
 escape!
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 With the Brownes, conser-vation is a family affair. Asmembers of the Conser -vancy’s Last Great PlacesSociety, Hank, a formertrustee, and his wife, Cathy,have championed conserva-tion in many ways over theyears. Generous financial sup-port, land donations, and giftsof their time and talents haveadvanced the Conservancy’swork across the state, includ-ing the Delta, where they callhome. Perhaps their greatestcontribution is passing theirlove of the outdoors down tothe next generations.
 Hank’s daughter, MaryBrowne Allen, has been a
 leader in engaging youngprofessionals in theConservancy’s mission. Andwith two boys of her own, shecontinues her family’s legacyby connecting them with na-ture. Soon her dedication willextend to other youngsters,too. Mary’s ideas, coupledwith start-up funding fromthe Browne family and othervisionary donors, are behinda new youth engagement ef-fort that will take shape atthe Conservancy in the com-ing year. Stay tuned!
 We applaud everyone outthere who is taking time toshare your love of nature withthose around you. You aremaking a difference! n
 Generations of Conservation
 Members of the Last Great Places Society make gifts of$10,000 or more annually to advance our mission andprotect the natural world that inspires us all. To learn more,please contact Jennifer Barnhouse, Director of Philanthropy,at (501) 614-5091 or [email protected]. n
 We applaud
 everyone out
 there who is
 taking time to
 share your love
 of nature with
 those around
 you. You are
 making a
 difference!
 VolunteersExtraordinaireVolunteers Paul and MelanieNorris with Central ArkansasTrails Alliance work tirelessly toprovide new outdoor experiencesfor Arkansans. The Conservancyhas been the beneficiary of theirtrail building talents at half adozen preserves, includingBluffton Preserve and the KingsRiver Deck House. If you seethem out working, or if you enjoyone of the trails they’ve helpedbuild, be sure to thank them! Weare grateful for all the dedicatedvolunteers who give so gener-ously of their time and servicesto the Conservancy’s mission. n
 Hank Browne with his grandsons Rory and True.
 Paul and Melanie Norris working hard tobuild more trails.
 Donor Profile
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 Last Great Places Society$100,000+AnonymousRobyn & John HornWalton Family FoundationWindgate Charitable Foundation
 $50,000–$99,999Mr. & Mrs. Hank BrowneTodd & Glenda DannenfelserThe David Snowden Family
 $10,000–$49,999Mr. & Mrs. Robert AllenMr. & Mrs. Ritter ArnoldBAPS Charities, Inc.Margaret A. BarteltBeaver Watershed Alliance Fred A. BerryMr. & Mrs. Richard W. BoothMr. & Mrs. John ChamberlinMr. & Mrs. Michael ClarkMr. & Mrs. George Davis
 Rev. & Mrs. Christoph Keller, IIIRobin McClendon & Tom WingardMr. & Mrs. Hugh T. McDonaldMurphy FoundationMr. & Mrs. Don NelmsLisenne RockefellerThe Ross FoundationVicki & Mark SaviersMr. & Mrs. Thomas SchueckBelinda H. ShultsMr. & Mrs. James D. Simpson, IIISmith Holloway Patton
 Foundation/Mr. & Mrs. WilliamPatton, Jr.
 Roy & Christine Sturgis CharitableTrust, Bank of America, N.A.,Trustee
 Mr. & Mrs. Dhu ThompsonIrene & Gus VratsinasThe Rob & Melani Walton
 FoundationDrs. Becky & Gary Wheeler
 Nature Guardians$5,000–9,999Anonymous (2)Mr. & Mrs. James BiblerDr. Brenda M. BoothNancy E. DickinsMr. & Mrs. Greg FeltusMr. & Mrs. John P. FletcherEmmabell C. HerakJerome & Harriet JansmaMr. & Mrs. Emon Mahony, Jr.Elise RoenigkThe Margaretha and John L. Sauer
 FoundationThomas L. ScottMr. & Mrs. Craig ShackelfordJ. Baxter Sharp, IIIRebecca SlavenMr. & Mrs. Jim WaltonMr. & Mrs. Brent Whittington
 You Are Our Conservation Hero!Thank You for helping Arkansas’ land, waters and wildlife thrive! (Gifts received July 1, 2017–June 30, 2018)
 Every gift you
 make is a
 victory for the
 lands and
 waters on
 which all life
 depends. While
 we can’t list
 everyone, we
 celebrate each
 and every
 generous
 donor—YOU are
 the driving
 force behind
 conservation.
 Visionaries$50,000+Southwestern Energy CompanyTarco, Inc.
 Catalysts$25,000–$49,999Delta Plastics of the South, LLCWindstream Communications
 Leaders$10,000–$24,999 Cooper Communities, Inc.Simmons Foods, Inc.
 Protectors$5,000–$9,999Eastern NationalMahco, Inc.Moots CyclesPratt & Whitney
 Friends$1,000–$4,999Arkansocks, Inc.AT&T, Inc.Bank of Little RockC.B. Foundation/Crow-Burlingame
 Bumper-to-Bumper Auto PartsStores
 Calion Lumber CompanyCedar Crest Lodge and Cabin/
 Den & Sheilah RoenfeldtDeloitte Tax LLPDomtar Industries Inc.Dover Dixon Horne PLLCEntegrityEvergreen PackagingFlake & Kelley CommercialFTN Associates Ltd.Green Bay Packaging, Inc.Harness Roofing, Inc.
 Maxwell Hardwood FlooringMountaire CorporationPack Rat Outdoor CenterPotlatch CorporationPrice Services, Inc.Riggs Benevolent FundShell Oil Company FoundationSouthwest Power Pool
 In-KindHank’s Furniture, Inc.Ozark Ecological Restorations, Inc.Rebsamen Investments Limited
 Partnership
 Corporate Council for Conservation
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 Conservation Partners$1,000–4,999Drs. Lee Abel & Eleanor KennedyMr. & Mrs. Bruce AllenJohn & Ruth AndreDrs. Tracy & Kathy BaltzMr. & Mrs. Michael BarrierHank Bates & Barbara MilesSteven D. BlumreichPatrick M. BourkeMr. & Mrs. Thomas BrownC. Louis & Mary C. Cabe Foundation Patricia Stovall CanadaMr. & Mrs. Dabbs CavinHelena L. ChumJames B. ConnerCarolyn & Scott CrookMr. & Mrs. Mark DavisPeter S. DupreMr. & Mrs. Kyle EvansJose Pedro FigueiraMr. & Mrs. Curtis Finch, Jr.Judy W. FletcherLouise & Joe FoxDr. Deborah K. FulbrightMr. & Mrs. John GillCharles GlasierDr. & Mrs. David GrambortThomas K. HeauDr. & Mrs. John HendersonDr. Morriss and Ann HenryClarice HunterBen & Walter HussmanMr. & Mrs. Kevin IgliW. F. JamesJenByRo Charitable Fund/Arkansas
 Community FoundationJim & Ellen KaneMr. & Mrs. Drew KelsoKevin & Dr. Elicia KennedyMr. & Mrs. Robert LanfordMr. & Mrs. Clifford LyonWilliam & Sabra MartinJames & Letitia MayeDr. & Mrs. Jay McDonaldMr. & Mrs. John David McFarland, IIIH. Chap McGaughyRoberta A. MittelstaedtMr. & Mrs. Don Munro
 Munro FoundationJustice David & Carolyn NewbernDr. Terrence A. OddsonGeoff & Leslie OelsnerDr. & Mrs. James PappasCurt & Susan PattonDan & Sandy PhillipsJoan C. RabjohnZ. ReederBeverly J. ReevesDr. & Mrs. Robert RichardsonDavid & Caron RobertsDr. & Mrs. Porter Rodgers, Jr.Natalie C. SandersonKathy SauerKaren S. Seale, M.D.Bill B. SiglerDr. Mark O. SimonScott & Angela SimonDr. & Mrs. L. Gene SingletonW. David SlaymakerMr. & Mrs. David Snowden, Sr.Spencer FamilyBill & Dana StewardSteve StraussSusan F. StraussJim & Libby StrawnJohn SturgisKay Suen, D.V.M.Drs. Charles & Jan SullivanDr. Barbara Taylor & Forrest GoddardDr. & Mrs. Barry TedderElizabeth K. TerryTony & Audra ThomasMr. & Mrs. Randall ThompsonRichard L. ThompsonBert TurnerBronson & Mary Lynn Van WyckGay WhiteTheodore E. WilliamsKirk N. WilsonMr. & Mrs. Glenn YaffeDarlene W. Yohe
 In-Kind GiftsAnonymousBank of the Ozarks, ClintonMr. & Mrs. Hank BrownePatrick CouchCindy DeClerkDr. G. O. GraeningJH Land, Inc.Lost Forty BrewingPhillips Family Living TrustRiggs CATDr. John Simpson
 Farewell to aLifelongConservationistFriends and former colleagues mournedthe passing of Lance Peacock in September.Lance joined the Conservancy’s Arkansasstaff (all four of them) in 1983 as the solescientist. A master birder, he was a leader inearly acquisitions that conserved criticalbird habitat along the Mississippi Flywaymigration corridor. He retired in 2006 asDirector of Science and Stewardship, hav-ing built a robust statewide conservationprogram and added volumes to our knowl-edge of Arkansas’ unique plant and animalcommunities.
 Lance’s legacy lives on in the places hehelped protect and the conservationistshe inspired. Many thanks to everyonewho has made gifts in his memory.Lorance Creek Natural Area was one ofhis favorite places; we encourage you takea stroll along the boardwalk, listen forbirds, and think of Lance. n
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 nature.org/arkansas
 NON-PROFIT ORG.U.S. POSTAGE
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 © TNC 2018
 Recycled paperProcessed chlorine free100% post-consumer content
 Office Locations:
 Arkansas Field Office601 N. University Ave.Little Rock, AR 72205(501) 663-6699
 Ozark Highlands Office38 West Trenton Blvd. Suite 201Fayetteville, AR 72701(479) 973-9110
 Worldwide Office4245 N. Fairfax Dr.,Suite 100Arlington, VA 22203
 Member Care CenterToll-free (800) 628-6860
 facebook.com/NatureConservancyArkansas
 Follow us online.
 Instagramnature_arkansas
 Thank you for having fun with us in 2018.
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