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 Thought for the Week
 I don’t usually take much notice of the adverts screened before a feature film – distracted no doubt by a tub of popcorn – but recently one caught my attention. It was for a high street bank and opened with a guide taking some tourists round ‘The
 Museum of Procrastination’.The first room featured a collection of gym membership cards that had only been used
 on a few occasions. The second room showed a pile of unfinished drafts of first novels and the third room showed musical instruments that had only been used to play Frère Jacques. We can have some fun suggesting some other rooms: a library full of those worthy novels we have always intended to read; diet sheets that we were going to follow but abandoned after a few days…
 There might well be some rooms devoted to Quakerly topics – perhaps a room full of microphones and loudspeakers emitting white noise to represent the hours and hours of Quakers talking the talk rather than walking the walk. Another might be a mound of agendas and minutes from our Meetings as a monument to pious hopes and, again, no actions.
 There are some wider questions that need to be considered. Why is it that we often fail to achieve our intentions? Is it because we are simply too busy with jobs and basic living? Are we naturally lazy? Are we persuaded into taking on projects though peer pressure and advertising or are we unrealistic in our aspirations, so we fail at the first hurdles?
 The other question to consider is what might be done to be more successful? The bank’s message was that creativity can be enhanced with some form of support and, certainly, having mentors to encourage us is important. But a more strategic and focused approach to deciding priorities, and taking incremental steps, can give a structure that develops self confidence.
 There may, however, be some virtue in pursuing the path of serendipity through simple enjoyment of a range of activities, achieving no great mastery but essentially having fun and happiness. The early retired are adept at taking this approach through classes, the University of the Third Age (U3A) and self-help groups.
 This is something of a luxury. In running a Meeting house, the effective conduct of a Business Meeting demands that Quakers take a more managerial role. We live in a busy world, people are impatient with delays and change is inherently part of the human condition. Procrastination is a wasteful indulgence; but, of course, we have all been there in the museum.
 It requires a robust effort to fulfill our dreams and it is good to have friends to help us on the journey. Risk and setbacks are inevitable but we have to keep moving on. Waiting until the next Local Meeting, referring matters to a focus group and declaring that the time is not yet right for action are common Quaker delaying tactics. We need to be more confident in proceeding. Discernment is not about putting off decisions. Let’s try to close down the Quaker rooms in the museum.
 The Museum of Procrastination
 Nick Tyldesley
 Eccles Meeting
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 As European Quakers, what is our vision for Europe? What needs to be changed? And how can we, as a continent-wide worshipping
 community, take action to translate our vision into reality? These were the questions considered by 110 Friends from twenty-three different countries gathered in Brussels at the start of December.
 The theme of the conference, ‘Castle or community?’, was chosen nearly twelve months ago but turned out to fit the situation Europe faces today perfectly. Friends arrived in a Brussels emerging from the ‘lockdown’ just a few days earlier, with the murders in Paris, and France and Britain’s militaristic responses fresh in their minds. The refugee crisis, along with the repercussions of the Greek crisis on the European Union, also contributed to thinking about whether Europe is becoming more open or closed.
 With so many Friends gathered together, there was never likely to be a single issue that dominated, though the subject of refugees, and how they are viewed in Europe, came closest. Rachel Bayani, Bahá’í representative to the EU, spoke of how the dehumanising rhetoric of ‘floods’ of migrants gives the sense that Europe is being overwhelmed. Too much focus, she said, is on the differences between races and cultures, rather than our primary shared identity as humans. The assumption is that we are so different we cannot live together, and that we have nothing to learn from those coming: they just have to conform to our, better, civilisation. The actions of citizens, said Doris Peschke from the Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe, has been both positive and powerful, in changing the reactions of governments that at first did nothing and then tried to stop people coming. We can look at the issue differently, she added: ‘Perhaps floods of working-age people coming to [a rapidly ageing] Europe could be an answer to our prayers’.
 The conference’s keynote speaker was Molly Scott Cato, one of two Quaker MEPs. She gave a broad-ranging speech covering her experiences of being an MEP, and how current European economic and
 trade structures fail to promote peace in the world. The current European Commission is pushing for economic growth in all sectors, including the arms trade, she said, despite the fact that destructive jobs that ‘lead to death are not equivalent to other jobs’. Yet, there are also some positives. Molly spoke movingly of the solidarity between French and German parliamentarians in response to the Paris shootings, which was a powerful reminder of the European Union’s clearest success: preventing war between its members since the end of the second world war.
 The Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA) and Quaker Peace & Social Witness (QPSW), the two Quaker agencies running the conference, left a lot of space for Friends to develop their responses to what they had heard and to consider the actions they were led to take. Participants formed small groups working on climate change, food, refugees, the arms trade, Quakers in Eastern Europe, the EU referendum and more. Each group was challenged to bring back at least one concrete action to the plenary session, whether they committed to set up a network, write an article or talk to their Meeting about the issue. We hope we will see the fruits of all these fledgling groups across Europe in the coming months.
 The conference was always intended as part of a wider process; as a waypoint along participants’ individual paths, and their collective one as Friends, allowing them to stop and reflect, establishing how to move forward together. The conference was shaped by events that came before it, and perhaps it might help shape some events that come after it. Friends parted energised and ready to act together to create positive change. We hope this energy can be sustained and spread throughout the European community of Friends, as we continue our work to build the Europe we would like to see.
 George is a conference organiser and QCEA sustainability project officer. Oliver is clerk of QCEA.
 Report
 Castle or community?
 George Thurley and Oliver Robertson write about a recent conference that considered the role of Quakers in building a new Europe
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 Social media campaigner Lucy-Anne Holmes, warden at Welwyn Garden City Meeting House, ran a popular workshop at the recent Quaker
 Activists Gathering at Friends House on her ‘No More Page 3’ campaign.
 Lucy-Anne talked Friends through many different aspects of the two-and-a-half-year-long campaign that she had set up and led. The ‘No More Page 3’ campaign, which was carried out primarily on social media, resulted in The Sun newspaper dropping its daily Page 3 photograph in January 2015.
 There were four key elements to the campaign: an online petition; Twitter; Facebook and a blog. Lucy-Anne also used YouTube, Instagram and Tumblr. She stressed that she had no previous campaigning experience, and in the pre-campaign period she had struggled to even upload a photo onto Facebook.
 The campaign began in an ad hoc manner, Friends heard. Lucy-Anne explained that she asked herself what she needed, came up with a title and had ‘No More Page 3’ T-shirts printed, something she described as ‘the best idea I will ever have’. She Googled ‘best online petition sites’ and chosewww.change.org. Lucy-Anne acknowledged that the online petitions market may be saturated, but described hers as ‘the beating heart’ of the campaign.
 It also worked as a database, she added, enabling her to email signatories. The visual tally was a good motivational tool, too, with campaigners celebrating every thousand new signatures. Each new signature prompted an automatic email to David Dinsmore, who was then editor of The Sun. Almost a quarter of a million people signed the petition. The online petition was promoted on both Twitter and Facebook, although it took longer to develop a community on the latter, Lucy-Anne said. Twitter’s strength, she found, was that it allowed the campaign to contact both high-profile people and potentially sympathetic charities.
 ‘Most will ignore you, some will surprise you,’ she added. Having attracted a team of fellow campaigners, Lucy-Anne put together a set of guidelines for using
 Twitter. Positivity and an authentic voice were key factors, she said. Tweets should show passion without sounding like a sales pitch, while victories needed to be celebrated and supporters thanked. Twitter was especially valuable in the early stages of the campaign.
 Facebook required more policing, but the campaign benefited from supporters keen to produce content such as poems, cartoons and songs. Facebook activities and discussions were promoted on Twitter, and vice versa.
 ‘One of the things I am most proud about is that we kept the conversation going for two and a half years. We kept very single-focused,’ Lucy-Anne said.
 She saw the campaign as part of ‘a long, long race’. She referred to politician Clare Short as ‘one of those who ran with the baton’. The end of Page 3 came without any fanfare. The Sun did not release a statement about the decision, simply dropping the daily photograph.
 Friends asked Lucy-Anne whether she had urged people to boycott The Sun. No, she said, but she did contact its advertisers. She spoke of the organisations that had backed the campaign, among them the Girl Guides, women’s refuges, and teaching and nursing unions.
 Workshop attendees were keen to hear how Lucy-Anne found her core group of supporters. She relied on instinct, she said, starting with her niece and a family friend, before bringing on board others who shared the campaign’s ethos or had useful skills, such as legal training. A closed Facebook group enabled supporters from various parts of Britain to work together. Operating as a team made the campaign slower to respond to events, as statements had to be agreed by all, but it also meant that abusive messages, among them death and rape threats, were easier to deal with.
 A Friend asked Lucy-Anne why this campaign succeeded where others failed. She said: ‘Because we became really annoying, and a source of bad PR.’
 Tara is the part-time journalist for the Friend.
 A long, long race
 Tara Craig reports on a workshop held at Friends House on the ‘No More Page 3’ campaign
 Report
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 I recall reading of a conversation between an anthropologist and a journalist concerning a primitive South American tribe that worshipped a
 stone idol as a god. ‘What does this god do?’ asked the journalist. The anthropologist shrugged and replied: ‘What does any god do – answers prayers, makes rules, lends muscle.’ It struck me that this is how many people regard God today – albeit somewhat nuanced.
 As spiritual mentor Elizabeth Cronkhite writes, in The Acim Mentor Articles: ‘Traditional Christianity is very much like the pagan religions it has sought to replace. Pagan religions developed to give people a sense that they had some control over their lives in the world.
 ‘They believed that unseen forces controlled the physical world, and they made rituals that would help them to appease these forces. Later, these forces were called gods, and people petitioned and sought to appease these gods, through prayers, rituals, behaviours and attitudes. They had stories for how the world was made by a god or gods. They developed religious laws and rules to live by to please their gods. Abraham came along and revealed that there is only One God, but not much else about religion has changed from paganism.
 ‘In Christianity God is an outside creator of the world, a Power that you must pray to (petition) and Whose laws you must obey (appease) in order to have some control over your world and, eventually, to be saved from hell when you die.’
 Christianity
 Christianity is really a fabricated religion, which was originally invented by the apostle Paul, who never knew Jesus personally and who grew up outside Judea in a Greek-speaking city replete with classical (that is, pagan) influences. Paul was a Roman citizen and even his name is the Greek version of his original name of Saul.
 Paul’s new religion was eventually high-jacked by the pagan Roman emperor Constantine, who turned it into a Romanised, politicised, militarised, state religion, taking an emblem shunned by the early Christians, the sign of the cross – which symbolized sacrifice, a concept highly valued in pagan religions – and with rituals borrowed from pagan Egypt, even down to the giving of rings in marriage.
 The Eucharist (eating the flesh and drinking the blood) was the principal rite in the most ancient religions and the Resurrection, a spiritual event, was turned into a bodily one, as pagan religions have
 Reflection
 Anthony Boulton considers paganism and Christianity
 Jesus… never founded a religion or a church but his life and times have been
 manipulated to fit ancient mythsP
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 always worshipped the human body – despite it being a limited vehicle with a short shelf life!
 Supernatural powers
 Hierarchies of priesthoods with supposed supernatural powers also feature prominently in pagan religions, along with ancient manuscripts – often of unknown authorship and doubtful origins – which are used as punitive ‘rule books’ leading to heated dissension over ‘interpretation’, as the blood-soaked past confirms – as well as today.
 This reliance was denied by Plato, who stated: ‘Anyone who leaves behind him a written manual… on the supposition that such writing will provide something reliable and permanent must be exceedingly simple-minded.
 ‘[Written words] seem to talk to you as though they were intelligent, but if you ask them anything about what they say… they go on telling you just the same thing forever’ – which may be why Jesus never put pen to paper!
 In AD 325, in order to impose conformity throughout the Roman Empire, Constantine ordered the Council of Nicea. On a rigged vote, it made Jesus into a saviour-god, like many pagan saviour gods in the past. New words were substituted for old ideas that for centuries had been used in pagan theology. In AD 527 Jesus was even ‘given’ the same ‘birthday’ as the pagan sun god Mithra.
 The life of Jesus
 Quite apart from contradicting his own words, turning Jesus into a saviour god born of a virgin, in effect an idol, nullifies the whole purpose of his life and teaching, which was to set an example for everyone to follow – not to set him apart from us on a pedestal as a deified being. As well-known author and speaker Marianne Williamson has said: ‘If Jesus is special and different from us, what are the rest of us – chopped liver?’
 Jesus was born, lived and died a Jew. He never founded a religion or a church but his life and times have been manipulated to fit ancient myths and prophecies. The key feature of paganism is the attempt to manipulate the external world and, in this sense, nothing has changed because, just as pagan religions used rituals, sacrifices and supplications, we use modern methods such as science, politics and militarism.
 This methodology must ultimately fail because it is an attempt to adjust the cinema screen of the world while ignoring the distortion in the lens of the projector – our mind, with its false values and flawed perceptions.
 God within
 Jesus, on the other hand, completely overturns millennia of pagan religious thinking with his dramatic statement: ‘The Kingdom of God lies within you’ (Luke 17:21). This has been echoed in more modern times by the renowned physicist Werner Heisenberg, who stated in 1946: ‘Quantum Mechanics has taken man from his knees in the cathedral and placed him at the centre of the universe.’
 By emphasizing the ‘God within’ Jesus reveals our essential sameness and therefore our oneness, and that our perceived external differences are so superficial as to be inconsequential.
 The life of Jesus exemplifies his teaching. He pays scant regard to the external world of social conventions and politics and eschews the trappings of ‘religion’. He walks the highways and byways, encountering people where he finds them, often in the open air, and speaks to them in a language they can understand. In doing so he thereby debunks that bulwark against God so beloved of both Christianity and paganism – the idea of ‘mystery’!
 Jesus is our ‘Redeemer’ in that he liberates us from the enslavement of a paganism that would imprison us in an endless ego-driving cycle of futility and illusion. Instead, Jesus points us to an inner world where we can discover our God-created True Self.
 After two thousand years, perhaps we ought to give the teachings of Jesus a try. They might just work!
 Anthony is an itinerant Quaker from Leicestershire.
 Jesus… pays scant regard tothe external world of socialconventions and politics…
 eschewing the trappings of ‘religion’
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 All views expressed are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the FriendLettersSyrian bombingLike Andrew Hughes Nind (11 December 2015) I, too, believe that there are situations in which the use of physical force is justified. I am, therefore, also not a pacifist in the sense of holding to the principle in all situations. I suspect that, if I had belonged to a different generation, I would have regarded it as my duty to fight Nazism during the second world war.
 However, I also believe that the number of occasions in which a military intervention has made a situation safer or more just are extremely few. So, in practically all cases, I abhor the use of violence because of pragmatic considerations rather than the adherence to a principle or testimony.
 Further, while I have the deepest respect for those who embrace and bear witness to the pacifist principle, I feel it has little place in a debate such as BBC Radio 4’s Moral Maze (‘Just war and Syria’, 25 November 2015). An allusion to a principle does not constitute an argument unless that principle has been established and agreed by the others in the debate. Where this is not the case, I fear that its rhetorical force may be to create the appearance of naivety.
 However, I remain conscious of George Fox’s response to William Penn when he asked his advice about wearing a sword. Fox replied: ‘I advise thee to wear it as long as thou canst.’ I hope I am open to new light on this matter.
 Graham [email protected]
 Andrew Hughes Nind says that he is ‘arguably not a Quaker…’ because he might shoot (if he had a gun) to save innocent victims. He is not, therefore, an absolute pacifist.
 Absolutism is arguably something foisted upon us by conscientious objection tribunals. It is a test not generally applied to other moral characteristics. Does a truthful person forfeit the right to strive to be truthful if they can be forced to admit that they might lie to a murderer to save his intended victim? Honesty and pacifism, I submit, are both reasonable and desirable characteristics for an individual to seek to live by.
 Truthful people may lie under severe duress, but this does not invalidate truth or imply that the best default is to lie. An honest fear that we might lapse into violence under extreme provocation is not a reason to reject pacifism. And that honest fear should certainly not stop anyone from becoming a Quaker.
 T Roger S WilsonBlue Idol Meeting, East Sussex
 In response to Andrew Hughes Nind, I think the point is that the words ‘gun-toting terrorist’ could equally well apply to the American drone operator sitting in a
 ‘playstation’ directing fire at ‘targets’ on the ground in Iraq. Four former drone operators have now spoken about their work. [A documentary film, entitled Drone, was released in November 2015. The director was Tonje Hessen Schei.]
 Some drone operators apparently refer to children as ‘fun-size terrorists’. So, if we catch the operator in the act of killing civilians should we shoot him? Every death makes the next death. Every war makes the next war. It will only stop when we stop, here, now.
 Helen [email protected]
 Are Area Meetings necessary?Meeting for Sufferings’ recent consideration of ‘the challenges and opportunities facing Area Meetings [AMs] today’, did not include the possibility of laying them down altogether (11 December 2015). Do we need them?
 The geographical organisation structure created by the first generation of Friends was a brilliant invention, which has enabled us to survive to the present day. It made complete sense when travel and communication were arduous and depended on physical movement. But many people now know the streets of London or Paris as well as those of the market town up the road, and can talk in their own homes to relatives and friends on the opposite side of the globe.
 The seventy-one AMs in Britain are of widely differing shapes and sizes. Their boundaries enclose, but also separate, neighbouring Local Meetings (LMs). AMs struggle to find people to serve, or even to attend, and their role has been blurred and diminished by the transfer of responsibilities to trustees. Their deliberations can seem arcane and tedious to busy attenders. They do not operate, primarily, as worshipping communities.
 AMs currently own the properties and hold the money; they admit members and appoint elders and overseers. But, appointments could be local, and membership national. Groups of LMs could form cooperatives to look after property. In these post-horseback days, LMs could join networks radiating across the country to make common cause together.
 Ian [email protected]
 When to stay silentA press release was sent out from Friends House on 2 December. It announced a Britain Yearly Meeting statement opposing the vote in the House of Commons to extend air strikes to Isis targets in Syria. The press release contained these words:
 ‘Quakers call for a creative nonviolent response, respecting the humanity of all in the region. Bombing
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 The Friend welcomes your views.
 Do keep letters short (maximum 250 words).
 Please include your full postal address, even when sending emails, and specify whether you wish for your postal or email address or Meeting name to be used with your name.
 Letters are published at the editor’s discretion and may be edited.
 In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty,
 in all things charity.
 and continued arms sales only fuel the war and lead more people into the hands of extremists. Invest in peace, not war.’
 Absolutely, who wouldn’t? But then there is the awful reality – the graves of
 murdered women, the torso of an octogenarian scholar tied to a lamp-post in Palmyra. Specifically, what response, from whom, do Quakers call for, to address the immediate and genocidal depravity of Isis?
 Sadly, Quakers have nothing useful to say about how, in extremis, the weak and harmless should be protected from the strong and violent. So, we should stay silent.
 Colin Rendall17 Moor View, Melkridge, Northumberland NE49 0LS
 Meeting our MPOur Bury St Edmunds Local Meeting has set up a small ‘Media and Parliamentary Liaison Group’. It is a rather grand title, perhaps, but our aim is to monitor current affairs and, where appropriate, to contact the local press and radio, or our local MP, to give a Quaker response on a subject of concern.
 We recently invited our new MP, Jo Churchill, to discuss with the Group our concerns about current issues, especially the government’s decision to carry out bombing missions in Syria. Jo Churchill is a Conservative and explained to us, in an honest way, her personal reasons for voting in favour of military action. We expressed our views about the negative consequences of aggression and our wish that much more effort should be made to seek peaceful solutions to conflict. Although it was apparent that Jo Churchill and ourselves were probably on opposite sides of the ‘political divide’, we felt encouraged by the fact that we had all listened respectfully to each other and that an open and honest dialogue had taken place. We hope to have further meetings with her in the future.
 Perhaps other Meetings have similar contacts with their MPs. ‘Speaking truth to power’ is the responsibility of us all.
 Graham GoslingBury St Edmunds Meeting, Suffolk
 Simplicity and complexityOur Friend Derrick Whitehouse writes movingly (11 December 2015) of simplicity and complexity and I felt it apt to recall Matthew 18:3: ‘Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.’
 It seems to me there is one point in everybody’s lives when we are totally at one with creation – when we have absolutely no previous experience through which to perceive. It is perhaps the only ‘immediate’ (in the sense of ‘unmediated’) experience we ever have.
 This might be the real simplicity for which Quakers strive. The endeavour to return to that kind of simplicity in the silent stillness of worship – and any subsequent partial achievement of it – may be what influences all the rest of our lives, our thoughts and actions, be they ever so complex.
 There is a lovely story about a four-year-old boy who couldn’t wait for his new baby sister to come home. The boy tiptoed into her room, stood next to his sister’s crib and said: ‘Tell me about God – I’m starting to forget.’
 Noël StaplesPeterborough Meeting, Cambridgeshire
 Many Friends struggle with the letters of saint Paul in the Bible. I suggest this is partly because he often asserts values that we now reject, partly because he is caught up in disputes that we have long forgotten, and partly because he thinks in a typically Greek way, like Plato, using abstractions to convey his ideas.
 It is very easy to slip into abstractions as a way of expressing what cannot actually be put into words. Paul does it repeatedly. Occasionally he manages to do without abstractions, as in Romans chapter twelve, and then there is no mistaking what he means: in simple language, based on verbs, he tells it exactly how it really is. And it is wonderful.
 Friends do not have a tradition or culture of rigorous philosophical analysis so they go into semantics individually at their peril, yet they are not impervious to the temptations of abstraction and can easily get entangled by it, leaving themselves and those with whom they are trying to communicate confused and often put off.
 Roger SealSpalding Meeting, Lincolnshire
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 When Blue Idol Friends first discovered, back in 2012, that our ancient Meeting house had serious problems with the roof, we were
 all devastated. We had only just resolved to apply for planning permission to have a new kitchen, toilets and a large room for Children’s Meeting and for hiring out. A Friend had drawn up preliminary plans and a model of the proposed new-build.
 The Blue Idol was built around 1580 and was originally a farmhouse. William Penn, together with other Friends, bought it in 1691 and turned it into a Meeting house. Although some work was done over the years, major repairs were now needed. This required highly specialised craftsmen, particularly for the roof, which is made from slabs of a unique local stone – ‘Horsham Stone’ – and is incredibly heavy.
 Some Friends greeted this news with a mixture of shock, denial, sadness, frustration, fear, worry (particularly about the cost) and depression. West Weald Area Meeting acted quickly to avail of a non-Lottery-sourced grant from English Heritage. Members of the premises committee and other Friends felt side-lined. This led to anger among some and, initially, to a lack of enthusiasm to cooperate with trustees.
 My belief was that we should sell the building to an organisation like the Landmark Trust, and use the money to purchase or build a suitable building in the nearest small town. There we would be visible and more able to carry out ‘Quaker work’. The Blue Idol is down a narrow lane some miles from any town or village,
 and this seems to have constrained Friends in the past from making much of an effort to engage with the local community and beyond.
 Shock, horror! Sell the Blue Idol? How could you think of such a thing? It’s part of our heritage! William Penn began this Meeting! I believed that Quakers shouldn’t love or revere buildings – it is the work and the worship that matters. I felt that it was not appropriate to spend upwards of £400,000 just so we could sit under a new roof for an hour a week. How could we possibly justify that? But by then the process had begun.
 A long journey
 Slowly, over the months and – ultimately – years, all Friends worked together to restore the building and to raise the funds, and the efforts of the trustees were recognised and appreciated. It’s been a long and enlightening journey. We have sometimes felt like pilgrims, venturing forth to discover ourselves. At first we hired a local village hall for our Meetings for Worship, but it was cold in the winter and the children had to meet in the kitchen. Then we moved to a second, more substantial, hall in a nearby small town. Interestingly, while we’ve been ‘in exile’ new people have joined us, one has become a member, and, importantly, they have all been younger than the average age of existing members.
 Some months after the beginning of the restoration, the builders walked off the site one day, announced they
 Quaker life
 Restoring Blue IdolKim Hope writes about one of England’s oldest Meeting houses
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 were going into liquidation and never came back. We were left with a roofless building, unsafe scaffolding, a vast amount of bubble-wrap and unpaid suppliers. The trustees began a desperate search for a new building company.
 Worse was to come: once the new builders arrived they discovered that the west wall was, quite literally, moving back and forth. The sole plate that should have supported it was rotten. The only thing that had been holding the wall vertical was the weight of the roof and, now that was off, it was in danger of collapsing. All this added another £50,000 to the cost.
 A springboard
 Throughout the two-and-a-half years since we left the Blue Idol, we have met frequently to consider how we might use the Meeting house and the Meeting as a springboard for the future and to enhance our Quaker work in the local area. We have had workshops and discussion groups, and have tried to think adventurously. Reports have been written, collages made, and budgets created. We came up with a ‘Model of Care to Create an Evolving, Developing Meeting’, questioned our nominations process, and considered whether Friends might volunteer themselves (or be volunteered) for certain roles.
 During all this, we have been conscious of three things: firstly, that the Blue Idol is a historic building, and we have a duty to preserve it; secondly, that the Blue Idol Meeting House has significance for many Friends across the world; and thirdly, when we eventually returned, we, ourselves, would be changed. We became increasingly aware that a spirit was moving among us as we contemplated how we might move forward as Quakers and as a Meeting once we were back in the Blue Idol.
 We have come up with a ‘mission statement’:
 In this twenty-first century of increasing speed, noise, uncertainty, complexity and technology, our vision for the future sees the Blue Idol providing an even more meaningful service to the local community and the wider world. We will adapt and grow. We will not be afraid of change but will remain true to our Quaker values and testimonies which we believe can provide a significant balance to the stresses of modern day living.
 As stepping stones for the next 300 years of the Blue Idol, we will:
 • Continue to provide a special place for spiritual nourishment and peace
 • Provide a warm welcome and a listening ear to all who come here
 • Enhance our outreach into the local community, and beyond, so that those who might find benefit from what we can offer are aware of our existence
 • Maintain our garden such that it can play a valuable and recognised role in the Quaker Quiet Garden scheme
 • Continue to play a meaningful role with the William Penn school
 • Provide an appropriate venue and encouragement for youth activities
 • Play our part in the wider Quaker community• Take time each year to reflect on our progress
 We returned to the Blue Idol during the weekend of 26-28 June 2015, when we held three days of celebration and thanksgiving. This began with a concert, which included music from the time of William Penn, and featured the playing of a Stradivarius that was almost exactly the same age as the Meeting house. On the Saturday we held a tea party to which all our generous funders were invited, together with representatives from English Heritage, the local members of parliament, the media, and Sheila Hancock; an exhibition of ‘all the creative things we Quakers get up to’ (which showcased fine art, quilting, ceramics, sculpture, paintings from the children at the William Penn School, writing, crochet – and not forgetting our Blue Idol Runners) was featured in the Hovel Barn.
 Discovery
 As we worked together to achieve the celebration of our return after more than two years in the wilderness, we rediscovered our own strengths, and began to understand and appreciate the strengths of others. The whole process has been one of discovery, communion and thankfulness.
 I know now that I was wrong when I believed the Meeting house should be sold.
 In August Blue Idol Friends met and reflected on our personal journeys throughout the process. Someone said we had become more grounded and grown closer to each other: ‘the Blue Idol is a community, not just a building.’ We asked ourselves what work we might do as a Meeting.
 We know that we have the love and support of the Religious Society of Friends as we continue the journey. This became apparent during our fundraising activities, and we give thanks for Friends’ generosity. It will be exciting to see how the Blue Idol moves forward into the future.
 Kim is a member of Blue Idol Meeting.
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 Towards the end of 2015 The Spectator reviewed a book on the life of the great cricketer W G Grace (1848-1915). It described his last year as
 wanting: he ran to fat and was miserable. ‘Old age is a shipwreck’, it said. Indeed, the late John Mortimer entitled an autobiography Clinging to the Wreckage; the question is: in old age, how to adjust to that, to cling?
 Perhaps changes in personality itself are necessary to make a go of being ancient (I am eighty-three). For me one jolt, one prompt, was the realisation that I was no longer sure-footed enough to be driving. Twice last December I put my foot on the brakes, missed and hit the accelerator, and shot backwards into parked cars with interesting results. I was not a ‘careless’ driver: but lack of skill had made me a bad one. (When did you last hear a male admit to being a bad driver?)
 Maybe the answer is not to reduce this or cut out that, a kind of belt tightening – that would be humiliating and anyway does not really work – but to redesign one’s aims so they are small and realistic, so each may be done with grace, such as the very act of tying shoe laces. (Hint: use leather laces and the battle of the undone lace is over). Each tiny action can be elegant.
 Now that I have no wheels, a problem for me is distance. The nearest Meeting, Strawberry Creek, Berkeley, is eighteen miles away. This is not just an inconvenience. It really, really, does not work. Small groups (such as Business Meetings, Bible study groups, meetings of overseers) are the life of any religious gathering; rides that coped with this for me were left wanting, kindly though everyone was.
 What, au fond, I had to ask, do I actually want of a congregation? Frankly, what I want really is that they
 are followers of Jesus. At nineteen I read the Gospels in the Ronald Knox translation right through at a sitting. I got the message. Were there no followers where I live? I live in a well-known small town with a rich cultural life.
 Two blocks from my house is a large Episcopal [Anglican] church with an enthusiastic congregation of about ninety. It has a charismatic rector, and a well run and interactive service. I am comfortable with Anglicanism. At Cambridge I actually got permission from the bishop of Ely to be both a Quaker and a member of the Church of England; but I did not pursue that as I thought Friends would feel it weird.
 I am also drawn to the congregation because in 1549 archbishop Thomas Cranmer, a fellow of my own College (Jesus) wrote the Book of Common Prayer. He could not later go back to Popery. He was burnt to death under queen Mary, famously shoving his right arm into the fire for first having signed recantations.
 My family has been Quaker since 1724, when Katherine Mylbourne, daughter to the reverend Francis, chaplain to the earl of Sussex, declared her conversion, giving very modern reasons. Deeds show he ‘walked in his sleep o’nights for the rest of his life’.
 The attachments of my lifetime are not easily thrown aside, nor should they be. But I feel that in some sense I must ask Friends, as I am saying goodbye, for their forgiveness, and their understanding, as I bond with the nearby church.
 ‘Change course while there is still a wind’, the late Charles Kohler once said to me. I have found this article very hard to write.
 Keith lives in Mill Valley, California.
 Reflection
 Clinging to thewreckage
 Keith Wedmore says goodbye to his Friendly community
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 By your sideThere is peace,A quiet placeOf beauty and realisation,Where wisdomSeeks reason and understanding,Where myth is laid to restBy the reality of knowledge.
 By your sideThere is hope,That arrogance and greedWill not destroy,That selfless loveWill prevail.
 By your sideLife is sacred,A futureFor the childrenTo unfold.By your sideIn your presenceThere is love.
 Poetry
 Old Man
 Chris RoeSilent Flight Publications
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 The second volume of Richard Dawkins’ autobiography is entitled Brief Candle in the Dark: My Life in Science and is more interesting
 than the first. As Dawkins has engaged in a herculean contest with religion, now, near the end of his life, one would expect his view of it to come through loud and clear.
 It does: ‘Religion comes from the period of human prehistory where nobody… had the smallest idea of what was going on.’ The human being has worth and dignity, he argues, ‘when not debased by the infantile babblings of religion’.
 What lies behind all this is that the scientific method reveals nothing about religion. However, we should be careful about ‘the’ scientific method. A scientist once remarked to me that there are as many scientific methods as there are scientists. But it is not quite that various. It is more like a big fuzzy ball. In his television series The Ascent of Man, Jacob Bronowski said that Galileo practised the scientific method – in other words he built the apparatus, did the experiment and published the results.
 That would satisfy many scientists, but not all. Peter Medawar, Dawkins’ mentor at Oxford and, if anything, a crueller controversialist, followed the philosopher Karl Popper in arguing that the scientific method consists of the hypothetico-deductive method. This is not as formidable as it looks. It means that if a theory or a conjecture has a consequence, and the consequence turns out to be false, then the theory, or conjecture that implies it, is also false. This inference has a name – modus tollens – and is a matter of pure deduction. That is the logic of falsification, but it says nothing about the logic of confirmation, which is more complex, as the arguments about climate change
 illustrate. It also says nothing about data collection, which is what many scientists spend their time doing. Nor does it mention quantification, which some people allege is central to science.
 So, his ‘paean to the scientific method’ should be taken with some reservations. Richard Dawkins also discriminates between scientific methods himself: ‘There are mathematicians and physicists who sashay into biology, thinking they can clean up its act in a week. They can’t; they lack the intuitions and knowledge of a biologist.’ It is necessary, he writes, ‘to reason constructively in the particular ways required by the subject’. Exactly. The method of investigation has to be appropriate to the subject under investigation.
 When we want to find out about a person, we ask about them and then question them ourselves. When the person is spiritual in nature, we do the same and, in the end, we address them. Spirit calls to spirit, as in the Psalms. The reply, when it comes, may be Spirit becoming present to spirit. This is something that happens within the person; it is private to them. It is inconvenient from the point of view of publicly available evidence, but it is the nature of the case.
 Dawkins has had an interesting life and, after a slow start, makes it interesting to the reader. There are scientific sections towards the end which some may find tedious. If so, skip them and return to the text at ‘Models of the World’. It contains great comic writing.
 Reg is a member of Canberra Meeting, Australia.
 Brief Candle in the Dark: My Life In Science by Richard Dawkins, Bantam Press, 2015, ISBN: 9780593072554, £20.
 A life in science
 Reg Naulty writes about a new book by Richard Dawkins
 Books
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 This book is a rant. But what a rant! It is unputdownable. This is extraordinary for a piece of non-fiction, much as was Will Hutton’s
 The State We’re In, written twenty years ago. How Good We Can Be: Ending the Mercenary Society and Building a Great Country reads like a pacy thriller and, indeed, that is what it is.
 Will Hutton has created his best, most pertinent, analysis and comment yet on our condition. His book is an intellectually challenging and stimulating, yet entirely pragmatic, analysis of our present situation. It does not shirk from stating what the author thinks are our problems, nor what we need to do to rectify them.
 Perhaps the most impressive thing about this book, which should be compulsory reading for all politicians, and Friends, is that the author places his premise within the scope of current institutions and organisations.
 What Will Hutton seems to be saying is that if we can change our mind-set, alter our sense of what is best, from the individual to society as a whole – and recognise that we are part of one, which Margaret Thatcher denied – we can accommodate the moral imperative and need for equity and justice that most of us share. We can inure our financial institutions against disaster, diminish the growing levels of inequality that exist and return to government by leaders rather than populists. We can reduce, if not remove, the level of cynicism that abounds alongside our natural and normal human attributes and failings, and achieve a level of success far beyond present expectations.
 Will Hutton does not hedge his commitment or his beliefs. His words are rare today in their optimism but, despite his constant assertion that we can all do better, he demonstrates a realistic acceptance of the human condition that allows all of us room, with the usual exceptions, to find solutions that are acceptable to both right and left within our current capitalist institutions.
 He postulates that the enemy is largely within, that the solutions lie with us all but, if they are to work, then we must be led by people who have a purpose other than shareholder return, who can imbue us all with the need to change from exploitation to investment; in short, those who hold and can sustain the moral high ground that Will Hutton inhabits.
 The author is an evolutionary, not a revolutionary. He sees technology as a positive force for good; yet his proposals and prognosis require changes in his fellows’ outlook that will turn our world on its head. They will also demand a complete re-evaluation of attitudes and concerns to be successful. He demands, perhaps above all, that we share this purpose: that the ultimate responsibility of a capitalist society is to society itself, not, primarily, to shareholder returns and individual enrichment.
 Although an optimist myself, I find Will Hutton’s approach breathtaking. His own belief in mankind, whilst infectious, I cannot share. But what if he is right? What if men and women in this country can find the true way, if we really can be as good as we can, then what a world Will Hutton conjures up.
 This is a fine book: well written; full of pungent analysis and judgements; and worth its price. Whether Will Hutton’s diagnosis is correct is arguable. Whether his solutions will work is perhaps even more questionable, but the true leaders amongst us are already suggesting that we must achieve at least some of the changes Hutton advocates if we are to survive as a nation. What he proposes could work, but only if the minority who move us, and shake us, can get rid of their addiction to greed and self-enrichment. I don’t think they will do so voluntarily.
 Don is an attender at Harpenden Meeting.
 How Good Can We Be: Ending the Mercenary Society and Building a Great Country by Will Hutton, Abacus, ISBN: 9780349140087, £9.99.
 Books
 How good can we be
 Don Atkinson reviews an analysis of contemporary capitalism
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 [email protected] look at the Quaker world
 Your blue eyes feel It this waymy brown eyes feel It that.
 It is neither of theseand both.
 It is all eyesin Its no eyes.
 Yet in Its one eyeIt is
 simplyIt.
 Sabina TzikasWellingborough Meeting
 What is It? Rhetorical
 A FRIEND from Southern Marches Area Meeting has been plugging electric energy to the public.
 Jamie Wrench, vice-chair of Stretton Climate Care, starred in a short film to mark Stretton Climate Care’s third Electric Car Day, which can be seen at: http://strettonclimatecare.org.uk/2015/12/4624/.
 The Day saw a variety of electric cars on display in Church Stretton to inquisitive drivers. There were also demonstrations of how to charge vehicles up.
 Whilst taking Philip Dunne, MP for Ludlow, for a ride, Jamie said:
 ‘If we’re going to keep this kind of green and pleasant land, we have got to do something about climate change – reduce our use of fossil
 fuels, in particular where transport is concerned.’
 An electric atmosphere
 CRACKER-PRODUCING Quaker characters have appeared in a book written by bestselling author Trisha Ashley.
 The romantic comedy, A Christmas Cracker, was published in October 2015.
 Rachael Milling, of Swarthmoor (South West Cumbria) Area Meeting, discovered this feel-good read and told Eye: ‘The
 heroine [Tabby] is sent to prison for something she didn’t do, and meets a Quaker prison visitor, who arranges for her to stay with another Quaker [Mercy] who owns a cracker factory [Friendship Mill], where the workers are all ex-prisoners. Meeting for Worship is described, and Quakerism given a generally good press. Watch out for enquirers…’
 Quaker crackers
 A NEW HERITAGE ORCHARD has been planted by students at Sibford School in Banbury.
 Fifteen trees, covering a number of apple varieties originating in Oxfordshire and neighbouring counties, are taking root at the edge of the school’s campus.
 The seed of the idea was planted by Bill Crabtree, a local villager who uses the field, known as Holly Tree Field, to graze his sheep.
 Andy Newbold, director of studies at the Quaker school, explained: ‘Bill noticed that two apple trees that grew in the field had come to the end of their natural life. We talked about replacing them but the idea quickly took root so that in the end, rather than having a couple of new trees, we have instead created a whole new orchard.’
 Fear not, trusty Eye readers! The sheep have not lost their grazing ground – each tree has been individually fenced to protect it from over enthusiastic nibbling.
 Core valuesBill Crabtree with some of the pupils who planted the new orchard.
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 Friends&Meetings
 Diary
 Friends & MeetingsPersonal entries (births, marriages,deaths, anniversaries, changes ofaddress, etc.) charged at £25 incl.vat for up to 35 words and includesa copy of the magazine. Meetingand charity notices (changes ofclerk, new wardens, changes tomeeting, diary, etc.) £21.15 zerorated for vat. Max. 35 words. 3Diary or Meeting up entries £50(£42.30h if zero rated); 6 entries£87.50 (£72.90 zero rated).Notices should preferably be pre-paid. Cheques payable to ‘TheFriend’. Deadline usually Monday.
 Entries are accepted at the editor’sdiscretion in a standard house style.A gentle discipline will be exertedto maintain a simplicity of styleand wording that excludes termsof endearment and words of trib-ute. Ask for our Guidelines.
 The Friend, 54a Main Street,Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL01535 630230/[email protected]
 BYM SUSTAINABILITYCONFERENCE 18-20 March 2016,Swanwick, Derbyshire. Practical,spiritual and community dimensionsof becoming low carbon and sustain-able. Ensure your area meetingsends someone. Book by 29 Januaryat www.quaker.org.uk/events.Details from 01865 244193 [email protected]
 Lewes Quaker MeetingVoluntary Resident QuakersWe are looking for two Resident Quakers who want to be part ofour Meeting. Can you offer us approx. 20 hours a week of vol-untary service? We offer a rent-free, two bedroom, furnished flatabove our lovely Meeting House in the heart of Lewes, Sussex.
 If you are interested and able to make a year’s commitmentto our Meeting, beginning May 2016, please email Paul Bazely:[email protected] for further information by 22 January.
 Arthur WRIGHT 10 December.Peacefully at The Seaton NursingHome. Husband of Pat and father ofMatthew and Alastair. Sidcot SchoolOld Scholar. Former member ofQuakers Friars meeting in Bristol.Aged 86.
 QUAKER AFRICA INTERESTGROUP 20 February 2016. PrioryRooms, QMH, 40 Bull Street,Birmingham. 9.30 for 10am to 4pm.Refreshments/lunch bookable. Allwelcome, to network and learnabout Quaker witness in Africa.Contact: [email protected]
 Stanley Charles TWEEDIE-WAGGOTT 4 December. Husbandof Ann (deceased), brother of JohnWaggott (deceased) and MargaretChandler. Member of Oast HouseMeeting, Cambridge. Aged 86.Funeral at Jesus Lane FMH, Cam-bridge, 11am Monday 4 January,followed by burial in the Parish ofthe Ascension Burial Ground,Huntingdon Road, Cambridge.
 QUAKER TAPESTRY IN NEW-CASTLE UPON TYNE 7-21 Mayat the Literary & PhilosophicalSociety Library (the 'Lit & Phil').Easy access by train. Have a citybreak and/or visit the castles andcoast. Come to Meeting, too!
 Changes to meetingILMINSTER LOCAL MEETINGFrom Sunday 3 January Meeting forWorship will be held each Sunday10.30-11.30am at: The WarehouseTheatre, Ilminster until furthernotice. Enquiries MargaretStenhouse (clerk) 01460 234442.
 Changes of clerkILMINSTER LOCAL MEETINGClerk from 1 January: MargaretStenhouse, tel. 01460 234442. Email:[email protected]
 SUTTON LOCAL MEETINGClerk from 1 January: Marian NobleTelephone: 020 8715 2205Email: [email protected]
 the FriendsQuarterlyQuakerism andJudaism issueThe issue is free to newsubscribers, £20 UK, £22
 overseas. Single copies £5+70pUK post. Copies to share or
 for study group use availableat just £2.50 a copy for 5 ormore copies, incl. UK post.
 Friends QuarterlyQuakerism & JudaismPlease send me ....... copies ofthis issue. Cheque enclosed for£............. payable to The Friend,at £2.50 per copy, minimum 5copies, to include UK postage.
 I am a new subscriber pleasesend me my free copy. Chequefor £......... enclosed.
 Single copies £5+70p UK postage.
 Name......................................
 Address...................................
 ...............................................
 Postcode.................................
 Please return to: Penny Dunn,The Friend, 173 Euston Road,London NW1 2BJ.
 1 Jan 21/12/15 15:49 Page 7
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 Classified advertisements54a Main St, Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL T&F: 01535 630230 E: [email protected]
 For how to advertise please contactGeorge Penaluna, address below.
 B&B AT WOODBROOKE, BIRMINGHAM.Explore Birmingham and the Midlandsor relax in 10 acres of gardens andwoodland. Close to Bournville and publictransport. Wonderful library, deliciousmeals, Friendly welcome. Great value.Book at www.woodbrooke.org.uk or call0121 472 5171.
 EDINBURGH. City centre accommodationat Emmaus House. Tel. 0131 228 1066.www.emmaushouse-edinburgh.co.ukEmail: [email protected] charity SC042957.
 THE DELL HOUSE, MALVERN. Regencyhouse in two acres garden. B&B and Self-catering. Groups of 6-20 welcome.www.thedellhouse.co.uk 01684 564448.
 A WARM PEMBROKESHIRE WELCOMEawaits you in 2 cosy well equippedcottages each sleeps 4. Woodburners,sea views, coastal path 2 miles. 01348891286. [email protected]
 COTSWOLDS. Spacious barn conversionin Charlbury near Woodstock. Sleeps 2+.Woodburner. Lovely walking. 01608811558. [email protected]
 SIMPLE PEACE AND QUIET. Cornwall,cottage on smallholding. Sleeps two. Seaview. Phone 01736 763803.
 AIRTON MEETINGRESIDENT FRIEND
 In the heart of the Yorkshire DalesVoluntary position for a Resident Friendor couple, with cottage accommodation
 provided, to help support and sustain oursmall Meeting and be part of our spiritual
 and social life.Also involves helping with local Quakeroutreach and managing use of The Barn
 for community purposes, overnightaccommodation, etc.
 Further details from Wilf Fenten,Appointments Committee Convenor
 [email protected] date: 29 January 2016
 CORNWALL, 14TH CENTURY COTTAGEoverlooking sea. £190-220 pw. Shortbreaks. www.wix.com/beryldestone/cornishcottage 0117 951 4384.
 WRITING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY?Books typeset for your family’s pleasure.Photos and other graphics can be included.Contact Trish on 01223 [email protected] printed material also prepared.
 OVERSEAS HOLIDAYS
 TRANQUIL NORFOLK VILLAGE. Artist’scottage, near Blakeney. Accommodates 5.Beamed sittingroom, three bedrooms.Sunny garden. Orchard. Sailing, fishing,walking, great birdwatching. Available allyear. 07731 842259. www.thornage.com
 STUDY TOURS
 LIVE ADVENTUROUSLY! Join QuakerService and Study Tour 17 July - 1 August2016; meet some of Bolivia’s 30,000+indigenous Quakers experiencing dramaticlife changes. See projects of QuakerBolivia Link (qbl.org). Volunteer withstudents of Bolivian Quaker EducationFund (bqef.org). Talk with leaders. Learnand grow. Machu Picchu option.www.TreasuresoftheAndes.com00 1 707 823 6034 (8 hours behind GMT).
 1652 COUNTRY, HOWGILL, SEDBERGH.Comfortable 4 star holiday cottages inYorkshire Dales National Park overlookingFirbank Fell. Walks and Quaker trails fromthe door. Bed & Breakfast also available.www.AshHiningFarm.co.ukJim Mattinson 07774 281767.
 QUAKER MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES,Partnerships, commitments, notices andother calligraphy. Liz Barrow 01223 369776.
 OPEN WING TRUST. Reg. charity 1149773.We encourage individuals who needfinancial support while they take steps to-wards working with and for those in need.To apply for funding or make a donationplease visit www.openwing.org.uk
 ACCOUNTING SERVICESCharity Accounts prepared.
 Independent Examinations carried out.Bookkeeping Services.
 Contact David Stephens FCCAon 07843 766685.
 Email: [email protected]
 QUAKER FRIENDLY Homeopathy andHypnotherapy in Sussex, flexible fees,please visit www.chantryhealth.com
 meeting roles
 where to stayGUESTHOUSES, HOTELS, B&BS
 COTTAGES & SELF-CATERING
 miscellaneous
 RETREATS
 HEALING AND RELAXATION RETREATSClaridge House Quaker Centre in beautifulSurrey countryside. Vegetarian/special diets.See www.claridgehousequaker.org.uk orcall 01342 832150.
 ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT &CONSULTANCY
 Bookkeeping, Wardening Cover, Lettings,Outreach & Project Management forQuaker Meetings & small businesses.
 Wendrie Heywood07881 220829
 Wendrie@mindfulbusinessservices.comwww.mindfulbusinessservices.com
 CAUTLEY, SEDBERGH, 1652 COUNTRYCross Keys Temperance Inn (formerlyhome of early Quaker Gervase Benson).Quality en-suite B&B £42.50pppn.Evening meals available. Friendly Quakerhosts. 015396 20284. [email protected]
 PERSONAL RETREATS, FRANCE. Makespace to reflect and be still. Beautiful oldfarmhouse in rural Auvergne offerssupportive, nurturing environment forindividual retreats. Simple daily rhythm:meditation; silence; contemplative/artisticactivities. Walking. Organic vegetarianfood. www.retreathouseauvergne.com
 DO YOU FEEL ABLE TO SHARE YOURspiritual/psychic experiences and questionswith Friends in your Meeting? If not,Quaker Fellowship for Afterlife Studiescould be for you. Contact Angela Howard(clerk), Webb’s Cottage, Woolpits Road,Saling, Braintree, Essex, CM7 5DZ. [email protected] or www.quakerfellowshipforafterlifestudies.co.ukFree magazine “Reaching Out”.
 DYSLEXIA, DYSPRAXIA AND ADHDin adulthood. Comprehensive information,including books, at www.sylviamoody.com
 SOUTHERN FRANCE Centre QuakerCongénies. Walk, cycle, lovely valley. Sharecamaraderie/worship with Friends. Relaxin our pleasant garden. S/C Kitchen.www.centre-quaker-congenies.org or call+33 466 71 46 41, +33 466 35 27 16.
 OLDSHOREMORE, North West Scotland.Friends’ holiday cottages, sleep 5/6, well-equipped. Wonderful beaches, hillwalking,birds, flowers, peaceful surroundings.Dilys and Michael, crofters. 01971 [email protected]
 SUNDERLAND MEETING would like toappoint a Meeting House Manager tolook after lettings and support our meet-ing outreach programme. This is a new,non residential position initially for oneyear. If you are interested then pleasee-mail [email protected] fora full job description, person specificationand salary terms and conditions.Applications close 31 January.
 1 Jan 21/12/15 15:49 Page 8
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Start 2016 witha subscription tothe Friend!Make time for the Friend, let reading itweek by week enrich and inspire yourQuaker life right through 2016, and helpyou stay in touch with the Quaker world.£7 a month by direct debit for 51 issues a year - that’s just£1.65 a copy. You can add Friends Quarterly and TheFriend 1914-18 Digital Archive for just £1 a month each.
 At only £1.65 a copy delivered to your door by first classpost, it has to be better value than a bar of chocolate!
 “I would urge you to consider subscribing to this truly value-for-money gem of a publication, justfor the price of a weekly bar of chocolate.” – Sue Holden, Leyburn Meeting
 The Friend and Friends Quarterly UK subscription form - free book offerI would like a direct debit subscription to the Friend at £7 a month. I have completed the DD form below
 Add Friends Quarterly at a further £1 a month (standalone UK subscription £20, by cheque only)
 Add personal access to The Friend 1914-18 Digital Archive at £1 a month
 Add a personal internet subscription at £5 a year, my email address is below (standalone price £63)
 I would like an annual subscription to the Friend at £82. Cheque enclosed payable to the Friend Publications
 Name.............................................................................Address.....................................................................................
 .................................................................................................................................Postcode.........................................
 Email.......................................................................................................................Tel...................................................Return to: George Penaluna, The Friend, 54a Main Street, Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL.
 The Friend Publications is a registered charity, no. 211649. This form expires 30 June 2016.
 the Friend, 1 January 2016 19
 Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit
 Originator’s Identification Number8 3 8 4 9 5
 Name and full postal address of yourBank or Building Society
 To the Manager......................................
 Address..................................................
 ..............................................................
 Postcode................................................
 Reference (office use only)
 8 3 8 4 9 5 0
 Instruction to your Bank or Building SocietyPlease pay RSM2000 Ltd re The FriendPublications Ltd Direct Debits, from the accountdetailed in this instruction subject to the safe-guards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.
 I understand that this instruction may remainwith RSM2000 Ltd re The Friend PublicationsLtd and, if so, details will be passed electron-ically to my Bank/Building Society:
 Signature(s)
 x.................................................................
 x.................................................................
 Date..............................................................
 Names of Account Holder(s)
 ..........................................................
 ..........................................................
 Bank/Building Society Account Number
 ....../....../....../....../....../....../....../......
 Branch Sort Code
 ....../...... ....../...... ....../......
 Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account.
 Free copy of
 ‘A Speaking Silence,
 Quaker poets of today’
 for orders received by
 31 January 2016.
 Happy New Year!
 1 Jan 21/12/15 15:49 Page 9
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EDITORIAL173 Euston RoadLondon NW1 2BJT 020 7663 1010F 020 7663 11-82E [email protected]
 Vol 1
 74
 No 1
 ADVERTISEMENT DEPT54a Main Street
 CononleyKeighley BD20 8LL
 T 01535 630230E [email protected] the Friend
 Quaker Peace & Social WitnessProgramme Manager - East Africa PeacebuildingSalary £38,002 per annum. Contract: Fixed Term – 9 months (Sabbatical Leave Cover)Hours: Full Time - 35 hours per week. Location: Friends House, Euston Road, London NW1
 QPSW is seeking a dynamic, informed and experienced individual to take on the role of InterimProgramme Manager, Peacebuilding in East Africa for 9 months from April 2015. The candidatewill deliver the permanent Programme Manager’s work programme, whilst she is on sabbatical.
 You will oversee active nonviolence projects in Kenya, Rwanda and Burundi, implemented in part-nership with local peace organisations and through this work, you will support community changeagents to challenge corruption and social injustices. You will need to be adaptable, creative, culturallysensitive, and able to work on your own initiative. You should have an understanding of locallydriven peacebuilding and experience of conflict analysis, strategic planning and project management.
 The post requires occasional travel to the region.
 Closing date: 25 January 2016. Interviews: 4 February 2016.
 For further details on QSPW and the Peacebuilding Programme visithttp://old.quaker.org.uk/faith-action and for details and information abouthow to apply visit www.quaker.org.uk/jobsRegistered charity no: 1127633.
 Quaker LifeOutreach Development Officer Salary: £31,407pa. Contract: Permanent. Hours 35 hrs per weekLocation: Friends House, Euston Road, London NW1
 An exciting opportunity has arisen to work with Friends and meetingsto support and encourage them in their outreach, manage the deliveryof Quaker Week and a range of other key outreach projects. You willalso oversee the development and distribution of a range of leafletsand resources to enable and encourage Quaker outreach.
 We are seeking an enthusiastic colleague with a thorough knowledgeof and sympathy with the aims and values of the Religious Societyof Friends. The successful applicant will be a good communicatorwith excellent facilitation, presentation and administrative skills whowill make a creative and imaginative contribution to the work of theOutreach team.
 Closing date: Monday 4 January 2016 - 5pm.Interviews: Friday 22 January 2016
 For further details and information on how to apply visitwww.quaker.org.uk/jobsRegistered charity no: 1127633.
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