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Why have Ethnicities been transformed into nationalities?

Page 2
                        

Rise of Nationalities• Nationality
 ▫ Definition: identity with a group of people who share legal attachment and personal allegiance to a particular country
 ▫ From the word “nasci” –to be born in Latin
 • A nation or nationality is a group of people tied together to a particular place through legal status and cultural tradition
 • Ethnicity: ▫ shared cultural traits
 such as religion, language, material culture
 • Nationality: ▫ shared cultural traits
 such as voting, obtaining a passport, performing civic duties

Page 3
                        

Rise of Nationalities• United States:
 ▫ Nationality: American – identifies
 citizens born in America or immigrants that have become citizens
 ▫ Ethnicity: identifies groups with
 distinct ancestry and cultural heritage Example: African-
 American▫ Race:
 distinguishes skin color Genetic traits/ biological
 ▫ NOT ALL AMERICANS IDENTIFY WITH AN ETHNICITY!!!
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Issues• Immigrants
 nationalities are recorded as their country of birth▫ Most immigrants
 consider ethnicity more important and preserve through social customs
 • Descendants of 19th century immigrants identify by ethnicity not nationality▫ Example: no Czech
 Republic when Czechs migrated to America

Page 5
                        

America• America became a nation in
 late 18th century through sharing values expressed in:▫ Declaration of
 Independence, US Constitution and the Bill of Rights
 ▫ Not through traditional means initially Passport, voting
 • Belief in “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”
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Difficulty in determining Nationalities• Quebecois
 ▫ Distinct from Canadians in language, religion, and other traditions
 ▫ Are they a separate nationality?
 ▫ If so, justifies seceding from Canada
 • Outside North America distinctions between ethnicity and nationality even muddier
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Nation-States
 • Nation-State:▫ a state whose territory
 corresponds to that occupied by a particular ethnicity that has been transformed into a nationality
 • Self-determination: ▫ belief that an ethnicity has
 the right to govern themselves. Led to ethnicities
 becoming nationalities Wanted to preserve and
 enhance distinct cultural characteristics
 • To preserve and enhance distinctive cultural characteristics ethnicities seek to govern themselves without interference
 • Ethnicities transformed into nationalities during 19th century▫ Example: France, French
 Revolution
 • Most of west Europe made of nation-states by 1900▫ Disagreed over boundaries▫ Competed to control Africa
 and Asia
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Eastern Europe
 • Mixture of empires and states that did not match ethnicities
 • Following WWI Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires were broken apart and redrawn according to principle of nation states▫ Ex: Yugoslavia
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Denmark• Denmark- good
 example of a nation-state▫ Territory occupied by
 Danish Ethnicity corresponds to
 state of Denmark
 ▫ Strong sense of unity Derives from shared
 cultural characteristics Shared culture and
 history more than 1,000 years
 ▫ Speak same language Problems: border with
 • Problems:▫ Not 100% homogeneous
 10% minorities Turkish guest workers Refugees from
 Yugoslavia
 ▫ Germany does not divide Danish and German nationalities precisely
 ▫ Denmark controls two territories that do not share Danish cultural characteristics Faeroe Islands Greenland
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Nation-states in Europe• Ethnicities were transformed into
 nationalities throughout Europe during the 19th century▫ Most of Western Europe was made
 up of nation-states by the early 20th century
 • Germany▫ 1871
 Prior to 1871 a patchwork of states 300 during 17th century Prussia forced neighbors to
 merge• WWI
 ▫ Lost territory• Rise of the Nazis
 ▫ During 1930’s Nazi’s believed that all German-speaking parts of Europe should be combined
 ▫ Forced Austria, Poland, and part of Czechoslovakia to become part of Germany
 ▫ Resulted in WWII
 • Again, boundaries were redrawn after WWII▫ Divided into two countries from
 1949- 1990
 • Today▫ German Federal Republic
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Nationalism• A nationality must hold
 loyalty of citizens to survive• Governments try to instill
 loyalty through nationalism▫ Definition: loyalty and
 devotion to one’s nationality• Promoting symbols
 ▫ Flags▫ Songs
 anthems▫ Ex: Hammer and sickle of
 Communism▫ Holidays (legal)
 • Media▫ Can both promote and
 hinder nationalism▫ Independent source or
 government controlled
 • Sense of unity sometimes created through negative images of other nation-states▫ Can lead to conflict
 • Nationalism an example of centripetal force. ▫ Definition: an attitude that
 tends to unify people and enhance support for a state “directed toward the
 center” Opposite of centrifugal
 force▫“To spread out from
 center”
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Multinational States• Multi-Ethnic State:
 ▫ contains more than one ethnicity
 ▫ Sometimes all ethnicities contribute to cultural to create a single nationality Example: United States
 Has numerous ethnic groups, all of whom consider themselves as belonging to the American nationality
 • Multinational States: ▫ contain two ethnic groups
 with traditions of self-determination that agree to coexist peacefully by recognizing each other as distinct nationalities
 • A multinational state contains two or more nationalities with traditions of self-determination
 • Relationships among nationalities vary in different multinational states▫ In some states one nationality
 tries to dominate the other
 • United Kingdom▫ Contains 4 nationalities
 Scotland, England, Wales, and Northern Ireland
 ▫ All conquered by England▫ Considered distinct mainly due
 to historical experiences ▫ Main distinct national identity
 comes from sports (Soccer and Rugby)
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Former Soviet Union• Contained 15 republics based
 on the 15 largest ethnicities▫ Less # of ethnicities not given
 same level of recognition
 • After collapse of Soviet Union 15 republics became 15 independent countries ▫ 3 Baltic States:
 Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,▫ 3 European:
 Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine▫ 5 Central Asian:
 Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan
 ▫ 3 Caucasus: Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia
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New Baltic Nation-States• Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania• Post WWI
 ▫ Independent between 1918-1940
 • WWII▫ Annexed by Soviet Union after
 agreement with Nazi Germany• Best example of nation-states• Of the three, Lithuania most
 closely fits the definition of a nation-state with 85% of population comprised of ethnic Lithuanians▫ Estonia- 69%▫ Latvia- 59%
 • These three small neighboring Baltic countries have clear cultural differences and distinct historical traditions
 • Religion▫ Estonians- Protestant
 (Lutheran)▫ Lithuanians- Roman Catholic▫ Latvians- Protestant
 (Lutheran)• Language
 ▫ Estonians- Uralic▫ Lithuanians- Baltic▫ Latvians-Baltic
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New European Nation-States• To some extent, the former
 Soviet republics of Belarus, Moldova, and Ukraine now qualify as nation-states
 • Ethnic population▫ Belarus- 81%▫ Moldova- 78%▫ Ukraine- 78%
 • Language▫ All speak similar East Slavic
 languages
 • Religion ▫ All predominantly Orthodox
 Christians Some Western Ukrainians are
 Roman Catholic
 • Belarusians and Ukranians became distinct ethnicities ▫ they were isolated from the
 main body of Eastern Slavs (the Russians) during the 13th and 14th centuries Consequences of Invasions
 Mongols, Poles, Lithuanians Conquered in 1700s by Russians Five centuries of exposure to
 non-Slavic influences led to different ethnicities
 • Moldova different▫ Indistinguishable from
 Romanians▫ Part of Romania until seized by
 Soviet Union in 1940 Increased Moldova’s size Included part of Ukraine
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New Central Asian States
 • The five states carved out of the former Soviet Union display varying degrees of conformance to the principles of a nation-state
 • Can be an important reminder that multinational states can be more peaceful than nation-states.
 ▫ Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 85% Turkmen, 80% Uzbeck Both are have Muslim
 ethnic groups who speak Altaic language
 Conquered by Russia in 19th century Russians only
 compromise 4% in T, 6% in U
 Example of ethnicities split into more than one country Turkmens live in
 Turkmenistan and Russia Uzbeks live in
 Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
 ▫ Kyrgyzstan 69% Kyrgyz Muslim, speak Altaic Resent Russians from taking
 the best farmland when they seized the country
 Ethnicities 14% Uzbek 13% Russian
 ▫ Kazakhstan Twice as large as the other
 four countries combined Recipe for ethnic conflict Divided between:
 Kazaks 67%: Muslims who speak Altaic
 Russians 18%: Eastern Orthodox, speak Indo-European language
 ▫ Overall peaceful
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Tajikistan• Ethnicities
 ▫ 80% Tajik▫ 15% Uzbek▫ 1% Russian
 • Civil War▫ Suffers from civil war
 among Tajiks who are Muslim and speak a branch of Indo-Iranian (Indic)
 ▫ War between Tajiks, former communists, and unusual alliance of fundamentalists and Western-oriented intellectuals 15% of population
 homeless due to war
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Russia
 • Largest Multinational State▫ Officially recognizes 39
 nationalities Many eager for independence
 ▫ Russian ethnicities clustered in two areas: Near Mongolia border Near Azerbaijan and Georgia
 ▫ 20% of population is non-Russian
 ▫ Movements for independence have been growing since downfall of Soviet Union Russia less willing to
 suppress Chechnya a troublesome
 issue
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Ethnicities in Russia
 Figure 7-18
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Chechnya
 • Group of Sunni Muslims who speak a Caucasian language and practice distinct social customs
 • History▫ Brought under Russian control
 in 19th century after a 50-year fight
 • 1991▫ Chechnyans declared
 independence with fall of Soviet Union and refused to join newly-created Russia Russia ignored declaration and
 sent army in 3 years later Wanted to ensure other
 ethnicities wouldn’t follow suit▫ Contained deposits of
 petroleum
 • Russia viewed political stability in the area as essential for promoting economic development and investment by foreign petroleum companies.
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Turmoil in the Caucasus• Size of Colorado• Situated between Black sea and
 Caspian Sea▫ Gets its name from the
 mountains • Home to several ethnicities:
 ▫ Most numerous Azeris, Armenians, Georgians
 ▫ Other ethnicities Abkhazians, Chechens,
 Ingush, Ossetians, Kurds and Russians
 • When the entire Caucasus region was part of the Soviet Union, the Soviet government promoted allegiance to communism and to the state▫ By force if necessary
 • Break-up of the region led to long-simmering conflicts between to ethnicities emerged▫ Each ethnicity has history and
 grievances with each other▫ Each wants a nation-state
 Have had varying success
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Turmoil in the Caucasus• Azeris
 ▫ Roots from Turkish invaders Merged with Persians
 ▫ 1828 treaty gave northern Azeri territory to Russia and the south to Persia (Iran)
 ▫ 1923 Russian portion became a republic within the Soviet Union
 ▫ 1991 Azerbaijan became independent Large portion of Azeris now
 live in Iran, 24% of population
 ▫ Represents a fragmented state, western part of country is separated by a corridor belonging to Armenia
 • Armenia▫ 3000 years ago controlled
 independent kingdom in the Caucasus
 ▫ Converted to Christianity in 303 C.E. Lived isolated under rule of
 Turkish Muslims▫ During late 19th and 20th
 centuries, hundreds of thousands were killed in a series of massacres by Turks Others forced to migrate to
 Russia▫ After WWI independent state of
 Armenian conquered by Turkey and Soviet Union by 1921 Divided Armenia between them
 ▫ Independent in 1991 98% Armenians Most ethnically homogeneous
 country in region
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Turmoil in the Caucasus
 • Both Armenians and Azeris have wanted to become independent nation-states▫ At war with each other since
 1988 over boundaries between them
 • Conflict over a 5,000 square-kilometer enclave within Azerbaijan that is populated by Armenians
 • Seize fire in 1994▫ Left area technically part of
 Azerbaijan, but acts as an independent republic
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Georgians• Most diverse in Caucasus• Cultural diversity creates
 unrest between:▫ Georgians (84%)▫ Azeri (7%)▫ Armenian (6%)▫ Russian (2%)▫ Abkhazian, Ajar, and
 Ossetians (3%)
 • Issues between Ossetians and Abkhazians▫ Abkhazians want
 northwestern Georgia, declared it independent state
 ▫ Ossetians want South Ossetia transferred from Georgia to Russia and united with North Ossetia in Russia
 • 2008▫ Ossetians fought a war with
 the Georgians that resulted in the Ossetians declaring the South Ossetia portion of Georgia to be independent
 • Russia has recognized Abkhazia and South Ossetia as independent countries and sent troops there▫ Only a handful of other
 countries recognize their independence
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Revival of Ethnic Identity• Europeans thought that
 ethnicity had been left behind as insignificant relic▫ Karl marx
 • Until break up of Soviet Union, government suppressed ethnicity and stressed nationalism▫ Used centripetal forces to
 discourage ethnicities from expressing uniqueness Writers forced to used
 “socialist realism” Russian language Suppression of religion
 • Break-up of Soviet Union led to opportunities for ethnicities to remerge▫ Ethnicity more important
 than nationality
 • In Eastern Europe, the breakup of the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia during the 1990s gave more numerous ethnicities the opportunity to organize▫ Less numerous ethnicities
 found themselves minorities in multi-national states
 • Problems in Balkans▫ Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia,
 Bulgaria, Slovenia
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Revival of Ethnic Identity• The Soviet Union,
 Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia were dismantled largely because minority ethnicities opposed the long-standing dominance of the most numerous ones in each country▫ Russians- Soviet Union▫ Serbs- Yugoslavia▫ Czechs- Czechoslovakia
 • Some peaceful – Slovenia• Some not- Bosnia
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