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CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments

Page 2
                        

By the end of this lesson, you would be able to:
 ! " Recognise common types of fallacies
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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Definition:
 ! " an error in reasoning.
 a factual error
 (which is simply being wrong about the facts.)
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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Can you find the common flaw in these
 arguments?
 ! " You should never gamble. Once you start gambling you
 find it hard to stop. Soon you are spending all your
 money on gambling, and eventually you will turn to
 crime to support your earnings.
 ! " If teenagers are taught how to use contraceptives, they
 will be encouraged to engage in pre-marital sex, given
 their curious nature.
 ! " If society does not censor violence in computer games,
 our children will be influenced and crime rate will
 increase.
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! " Slippery slope
 ! " Generalization
 ! " False Dilemma
 ! " Appeals to common
 Practice
 ! " Straw Man
 ! " Begging the Question
 ! " Ad Hominem
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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The slippery slope argument assumes that a proposed
 step will inevitably set off a chain of undesirable events.
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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! " In the last year, a total of four students opened fire and
 killed their schoolmates and teachers in separate
 incidents. Investigators found a common factor
 amongst them – high Internet usage. Therefore, using
 the Internet frequently will lead to violent tendencies
 in teenagers.
 ! " Tattoos are part of a code system which tell one gang
 from the other. All people who have tattoos are part of
 a gang.
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! " An argument which is over-generalized assumes that all
 things/people mentioned have traits which are found
 in a small sample of the same group.
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! " Smith, who is from England, decides to attend graduate
 school at Ohio State University. He has never been to the US
 before. The day after he arrives, he is walking back from an
 orientation session and sees two white (albino) squirrels
 chasing each other around a tree. In his next letter home, he
 tells his family that American squirrels are white.
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments

Page 13
                        

Where is the common flaw in these arguments?
 ! " You should join us in the offensive against the
 terrorists. You are either with us or with the terrorists.
 ! " If we continue to ban parents from choosing the
 gender of their children, Singapore will never be a
 democratic country. Therefore, we should lift the ban.
 ! " You can be pro-choice and think that women should be
 allowed to kill babies. Or you could be pro-life and
 allow babies to live and grow to their fullest potential.
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The false dilemma argument assumes that there are only two
 possible options, one of which is obviously the better.
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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! " If you claim that an argument involves false dilemma,
 however, the burden of proof is on you to show why
 the dilemma is false.
 ! " Be prepared to identify at least one additional, relevant
 option which is omitted that creates a false dilemma.
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Where is the common flaw in these arguments?
 ! " You advocate that homosexuals have the rights to be
 free from discrimination in the workplace. I don’t
 think we should be promoting a promiscuous lifestyle.
 ! " Those who agree to abortion just want our teenagers to
 indulge in sexual relationships freely.
 ! " If you are in favour of the invasion of Iraq, you must be
 a warmongering lunatic
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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The straw man fallacy
 occurs when one attacks a
 weak/distorted version of
 the original argument.
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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! " creating a false scenario and then attacking it.
 ! " e.g. Evolutionists think that everything came about by
 random chance.
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! " Bill and Jill are arguing about cleaning out their closets:
 Jill: "We should clean out the closets. They are getting a bit
 messy."
 Bill: "Why, we just went through those closets last year. Do we
 have to clean them out everyday?"
 Jill: "I never said anything about cleaning them out every day.
 You just want too keep all your junk forever, which is just
 ridiculous."
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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Simply put, the pattern of flawed reasoning is as follows:
 ! " Person A has position X.
 ! " Person B presents position Y (which is a distorted
 version of X).
 ! " Person B attacks position Y.
 ! " Therefore X is false/incorrect/flawed.
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Where is the common flaw in these arguments?
 ! " You should drive on the right side of the road because
 that is what the law says, and the law is the law.
 ! " Genetically-modified foods are dangerous because they
 are after all genetically modified.
 ! " Good manners and proper behaviour define what a
 civil society is. In many societies which are considered
 civil, there is no lack of people who have good manners
 and who behave graciously.
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! " The “begging the question” fallacy assumes that the
 conclusion IS the reason. This type of flawed reasoning
 is also known as “circular argument”.
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
 “This is true because I think it’s true!”
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Where is the common flaw in these arguments?
 ! " I disagree with what Mr Tan said about increasing the
 goods and services tax. He has to say that because he is
 an active grassroots member.
 ! " Prof Tan’s theory cannot be true. He is prone to mood
 swings and his behaviour in class is always erratic.
 ! " Your argument for women’s rights is not strong. You
 are after all a woman. Of course you would argue for
 your own rights.
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! " Translated from Latin to English, "Ad Hominem“
 ! " means "against the man" or "against the person. This
 fallacy assumes that the argument is the same as the
 person.
 ! " Among the most frequent ad hominem are attacks on:
 1) personality, traits, or identity
 2) affiliation, profession, or situation
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments

Page 26
                        

CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments

Page 27
                        

Where is the common flaw in these arguments?
 1." How can file-sharing be wrong when so many people
 are doing it?
 2." In a survey done, it was found that many teenagers
 have tried smoking. Therefore, it is fine to allow them
 to smoke.
 3." The speed limit in Singapore expressways should be
 raised to 100km/h. No one observes the current
 90km/h limit anyway.
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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There is an assumption that just because the majority is doing something, this becomes the evidence for supporting that action.
 CRS Unit 2 - Fallacies: Errors in Arguments
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