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Send A Friend Request
 2 Nature
 I’m Funny
 I Laugh All The Time
 I’m Unique
 I Like Adventures
 I Rock Because:
 I can be Russian
 and Azerbaijani
 at the same
 I Like to meet new friends
 I Climb on Rock
 I am Badass
 I can touch
 any Ceiling
 I’m a good
 Kisser
 I Love Adventures
 Many People Love Me
 I’m Hot
 I have a bottom like two
 Peaches in a napkin
 I Make
 People
 Smile
 I’m an Energetic Bomb
 I am Awesome
 I Follow My Dreams
 I Make People
 Feel
 Comfortable
 I’m Sexy
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Where we met Ana - Later referred to by Dan as “The
 Crazy One”
 9/09/2011
 First Day
 We arrived in England at around 6pm
 as the plane was delayed, what a
 surprise, Romania! Got the bus from
 Luton airport to London Victoria
 where we met Ana (later referred to by
 Dan as “The crazy one”). Romania was
 now a full team! Yay! After waiting for
 1 1/2 hours we somehow missed our
 bus! (Trust me, it’s possible!) We
 finally managed to arrive in Cardiff at
 1am. We then made our way to Portia’s
 house (by the way, thanks for letting us
 stay Portia!). We ate pizza, watched
 Kill Bill and slept. On the floor, next to
 Cristi for 5 hours.
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‘We visited the neighbor-hood
 and scared away 2 locals’
 10/09/2011
 Second Day
 Rise and Shine! After a lovely breakfast
 where we decorated Portia’s kitchen it
 was Cardiff time! We visited the neighbor-
 hood and scared away 2 locals. At 1pm we
 hit the bus station and met the
 Macedonians. So we now have 2 Victors, 1
 Viki, 2 Cristinas and 2 Christians—Weird!
 We hoped on the bus and got to Talgarth.
 By the way, beautiful mountains on the
 way. Here we met Dan (Smile!), Aysel, Ali,
 Qaid and Emad. The group is complete so
 now its time for dinner (what else?) and
 the ‘ice breaking’ games. (Yes, I’m the
 tallest one, used again!) A shower and
 finally a bed! Oh and before I forget, we
 have been split into 4 family groups to do
 the cleaning, Hrmpt!

Page 7
                        


Page 8
                        

“Welsh people know nothing (and I
 mean nothing) about
 Romania”
 11.09.11
 It’s a new day! I am very happy!
 Breakfast first then the games got
 started. A short Welsh quiz (my team
 won, ha!) then the Talgarth Challenge.
 Welsh people know nothing (and I mean
 nothing) about Romania, or how to say
 ‘I love you’ in Welsh. Weird.
 Photographed 2 animals, 4 locals
 smiling and imitated a sheep, so then we
 were ready for lunch. Then it’s
 evaluation time and of course, we win
 again! We then had an activity about
 stereotypes and prejudice’s. It turns out I prefer
 hanging out with Ukrainian students and a
 blind accordion player than a “cheesy” French
 peasant! The girls thought an Italian would be
 great company! What do they know? It’s
 Macedonian night now. “Zacusca Pululeti” (I
 don’t know the English term for that),
 Chocolate and Rakej were served to us. The
 Rakej was too strong, otherwise it was a good
 selection. The music wasn’t great and people
 started going to sleep so it
 was nap time for me too.
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12/09/2011
 Its breakfast time! (Us Romanian kids
 seem to have a problem with food, so
 we’re happy at meal time!) Then a little
 saving vs. killing the whales debate. I
 didn’t quite enjoy that because any
 problem has many unseen faces. I did it
 anyway. After packing lunch it was
 Brecon time. Went by bus and visited the
 sights of the town and complete a quick
 quiz (by the way Mada thanks for
 stealing our points with your photos!). In
 the evening, after dinner of course, most
 of us went to the pub, drank some beer
 and played some pool. End of day 4.
 Weird, once again.
 Us
 Romania
 n kid
 s seem
 to h
 ave a p
 roblem
 with
 food, s
 o we’re
 happy at m
 eal tim
 e!
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13/09/2011
 Yaaay!
 Most Exciting day of all. Walking in
 complete darkness and climbing all in
 the same day!
 I loved doing the outdoor activities with
 my fellow Romanians, Ali & Aysel (by the
 way I like the two of them).
 Turns out I’m good at climbing, not a big
 surprise (I’m tall and have long arms),
 but still enjoyed it.
 Got home, dinner and movie time!
 Great Day!!! Most Exciting day of all.
 Walking in complete
 darkness and climbing all
 in the same day!
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14/09/2011
 First day of workshops. I love hiking so it was a
 pleasure for me to walk around the woods a
 collect stuff. A good pasta lunch (Thank you
 Sonja & co) and we’re ready for work. I’m not
 that good at creating stuff so I just sit there and
 try not to get in someone else’s way! I’m the
 only one without any ideas, that sucks!!!
 But the first day of workshops is finally over
 and it’s Romania time!!!
 Cakes, Zacusca and Twca plus a short
 movie about the world with out Romania!
 To get everyone started! We danced and
 danced and danced dome more. We tried a
 modern version of our traditional dance
 Permita and everyone was delighted. Lot’s
 of kissing involved!!! Mmmmm!
 Okay now it’s midnight and everybody
 who's not sleeping is just a little bit drunk! Dan
 is teaching us Welsh, weird again, but I loved
 the day!
 [And Dan, I love you too, we all love you.
 Signed: The Romanians]
 P.S. We all signed a Portia, you disappointed me
 ‘declaration’. We have to say we’re really
 sooooorrrieeeey.
 “Lot’s
 of kissin
 g
 involved!!!
 ”
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15/09/2011
 Creative Day.
 Big Words.
 I just stood in a corner and did what I was told. Surprisingly I was able to make a Christmas
 Crown! Thanks to Aysel, Milan, Viki and Cristina for helping me! One groups ‘house’ looks
 really great and the ballerina lost her head, life sucks sometimes! The stuff is done and no it
 is free time!
 Went for a walk and saw the sports centre. Tennis football and Rugby, it was great, I would
 like to live in Talgarth. Back home, dinner, and a movie. End of Day 7—Nos Da! (Good Night!)
 “The b
 alleri
 na lost
 her
 head, life
 suck
 s
 som
 etimes!
 ”
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16/09/2011
 The day started with different learning styles (actually it started with a big breakfast—thanks Dan for
 listening to our complaints). We completed some papers to determine our different learning styles. The
 results weren’t so surprising, I for one knew I was a reflector with its ups and downs—and proud of it!
 Turns out we are all reflectors here, I do not agree, but… as I was saying, weird! (for the 100th time).
 Then some annoying origami game trying to try different learning styles. I could only do the easiest of
 them, but at least I did it on my own, yeh right, like you believe that! Fair play to Cristina for helping me
 as I am lazy and got bored easily! Well done to Cristi and Bojan for trying their hardest to finish!
 Then it was free time so the whole group played some games. We (me, Adina, Mada & Ana) rocked! I
 rocked most of all! Thank god I’m Tall! Dinner time and a movie to finish!
 Turns
 out we are all reflectors here, I
 do not agree, but… as I was
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17/09/2011
 7:30 AM and we have to get up. I don’t care, because it’s
 mountain biking day! After a quick breakfast we get on the
 bus and leave the warm weather behind. We’ll be starting
 from the top of a mountain. It was really windy up there,
 but the landscape was breathtaking. A couple of photo’s
 and we start cycling. First we cycle uphill and it’s very
 hard, then downhill—even harder! A couple of bumps and
 my butt hurts. That is not nice a trail through the woods,
 we passed some houses and we reached the main road.
 Once here I sprinted and arrived first at Joe’s Lodge with
 Milan & Milos coming shortly after, congrats guys! When
 we got here we ate and watched some cartoons. In the
 time we looked at a ‘scared-of-rain’ second group and
 made fun of them! They left around 2 PM and shortly after
 Dan took Cristi, Mada, Victor and Myself for a walk you an
 old ‘fort’ (it was actually a hill with rock stacks on top). As
 mentioned before I love hiking, so this trip through rain,
 forests, fields, sheep and cows (run away Dan they’re
 coming for you!) really lifted up my moral. We got back in
 the evening just in time for dinner. The last part of the
 evening was Welsh night! Excellent drinks and great food
 delighted us after a few films about Wales, Yemen, Iran &
 Azerbaijan—Lovely. Then it was time for some weird (this
 word again) Russian roulette: you spin the bottle and
 either kiss or drink vodka. Sounds nice, but the image two
 certain guys (no names) kissing will haunt me forever!
 After all it was a fantastic evening, and Dan, Thanks for a
 great day!
 P.S Adina, why didn’t I get another beer!
 P.P.S The girls all fancied the mountain bike instructor
 and Ana asked for his email. Like Dan says: “Stop
 harassing the locals!”
 P.P.S I notice that as days pass I write more and more.
 Maybe its because we leave on Monday and I really like it
 here...
 First we cycle uphill
 and it’s
 very hard, then downhill—
 even harder!
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18/09/2011
 It’s the last full day here, I’m kind of sad. I miss home, but I am sad. Not for long because today
 we visit Cardiff!!! A quick shower & breakfast and we jump on the mini-bus with our favourite
 driver! Arrived in Cardiff at 10 AM, visited the museum and changed our bus tickets. Checked
 out the Millennium Stadium, did a random flash-mob and bought presents for the family. That’s
 the short version of Cardiff!!! We didn’t stick to the treasure hunt, (Sorry Dan!), bit long version
 includes me spending a whole hour in just one shop helping Cristina & Cristina pick up cloths
 and shoes! I hate shopping with girls, but that was quite entertaining! We left Cardiff at 4 PM,
 got home and packed our bags. It was dinner time and now I’m waiting for the evaluation to
 start, maybe I will get back with a quick note tomorrow.
 P.S I couldn’t forget about the poor guy in the pub at dinner. He was on the table next to us
 reading. Ana & Adina jumped on him “ at first sight”. I really felt sorry for the guy, he had no
 idea what was going on and accepted an invitation to our Farwell party. We’re a bunch of
 really crazy people!.
 Ana & Adin
 a
 jumped on him
 “ at
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19/09/2011
 Quick note.
 I feel sorry to leave.
 I loved it here.
 I’d come back anytime.
 Last note in the blog book, hope you like what I wrote
 in here.
 Let’s hope it all works out for the best.
 The End!
 Notes by Victor “The Tall One” Popescu
 I feel sorry to leave-I loved
 it here. I’d come back
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Final Notes
 I didn’t expect to enjoy writing this blog, I took this assignment as a punishment at first, but
 grew to love it in the end.
 To any wannabe writers I couldn’t finish these notes without one last look into the life and
 minds of these people.
 I do hope that the last note in here will say “lived happily ever after” , but I cannot
 guarantee that. What I can do is try and get back to this in a few years.
 For now I have to apologize for being impatient. I know that it’s not fair for the Macedonian
 or Welsh groups, but I wrote honestly about how I felt at that time. I’m gonna miss you guys,
 but now it is the end.
 As much as I hate it I now have to say goodbye. No, nor goodbye, but “see you soon” to all of
 you. Love, Victor!
 As much as I hate it I now
 have to say goodbye. No,
 nor goodbye, but “see you
 soon” to all of you.
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Boooring
 Challenging! I like it!
 I enjoyed the rock climbing! Than you, Dan! Dan, you should be more professional with the participants.
 I Have Liked Everything
 I liked to go with the bus—I felt like a local!
 I enjoyed the day!
 Misho and Magde’s
 game show!
 It was a nice day!
 Their house looks great, that sucks :|
 Brecon
 Rules!!!!
 Great Disscussion on Whaling game.
 Flower,
 WOOD,
 NATURE
 Learning &
 Playing
 Team
 Work
 It was a
 relaxing
 day!
 I a
 m
 H
 appy!
 Nice Day as Always & the Food was Nice.
 I like the locals
 because they were
 really friendly!
 I Liked The Stuff
 We Did Today. We
 Interacted With
 Local People And
 Got Information
 While Having Fun
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A ‘How Are You Guys Functioning’ Publication
 With support from:
 Cardiff YMCA
 Communities first: splott &
 tremorfa
 Young partners: romania
 Centre for intercultural dialogue
 And
 The british council
 Every next day is
 better than the
 previous. Thank you.
 What a beautiful
 day! Lots o
 f
 adventures, lots o
 f
 fun, lots o
 f new
 experience! Love it!!! Great outdoor
 activities and very good for
 group team building.
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