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Christmas Issue December 2011

Friend to Friend Newsletter

The origin of the Christmas

Tree

Christmas will soon be with usonce more. Have you put your

tree up yet?

The Christmas Tree first cameto England with the GeorgianKings
who came from Germa-ny. At this time also, GermanMerchants living
in Englanddecorated their homes with a Christmas Tree. The
Britishpublic were not fond of the German Monarchy, so did not

copy the fashions at Court, which is why the ChristmasTree did
not establish in Britain at that time. A few familiesdid have
Christmas trees however, probably more from theinfluence of their
German neighbours than from the RoyalCourt. The decorations were
Tinsels, silver wire orna-ments, candles and small beads. All these
had been man-ufactured in Germany and East Europe since the
17thcentury. The custom was to have several small trees ontables,
one for each member of the family, with that per-sons gifts stacked
on the table under the tree.

TinselTinsel was invented in Germany around 1610. At that
timereal silver was used and machines were invented to pullthe
silver out into wafer thin strips. Silver was used for tin-sel
right up until he mid 20th century. One legend saysthat the Christ
Child first made tinsel by turning spider'swebs into silver after
taking pity on a poor family thatcouldn't afford any decorations
for their Christmas Tree!

Inside this issue:

The origin of the Christmas Tree,Tinsel

1

The Victoria and Albert Tree,Christmas Crackers, Mince
Pies,Boxing Day

2

Meltham November Lunch, Hon-ley Group

23

Holmfirth Project, Main MealDenby Dale Group, Trial Yoga

45

Netherton Group, Old MelthamHistory Group, Volunteer get
to-gether

6

Origin of the Christmas Carol 7

8-10

Answers to the previous quizAppeal for knitted toys

1111

Christmas Song quiz!

Try the two quizzes

about Carols at the

end of the newsletter.

There will be a small

prize for the first cor-

rect entry sent in to the

office!

GOOD LUCK!

Friend to Friend, Unit 8, Bridge Mills, Holmfirth, HD9 3TW
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Boxing Day

Boxing Day takes place on De-

cember 26th and is only cele-

brated in a few countries. It was

started in the UK about 800

years ago, during the Middle Ag-

es. It was the day when the almsbox, collection boxes for the
poor

often kept in churches, were tra-

ditionally opened so that the con-

tents could be distributed to poor

people. Some churches still

open these boxes on Boxing

Day.

History of the Christmas Cracker

Page 2 Friend to Friend Newsletter

Festive Christmas Crackers

Party crackers are a British tradition dating back to
Victoriantimes when a confectioner started selling sugared
almonds,each with a motto and wrapped in a twisted paper package,as
love tokens. One day a jet of resin from the confectionerslog fire
burst into flame with a loud 'crack'. Using this idea hedecided to
make a log shaped package that would produce asurprise bang and
inside would be an almond and a motto. Itsoon became a firm
favourite at parties with toys and hatsadded to each 'cracker'.By
the end of the century it was well established as a tradi-tional
holiday custom and now each year virtually everyhousehold in the UK
has at least one box of party crackers topull at meal times,
parties and family gatherings over the hol-iday season.In recent
years crackers have become essential ice breakersat all types of
parties, dinner parties, weddings and celebra-tions.

Place one at each place setting for decoration and then pull
itopen with a friend and share the fun.

The Victoria and Albert Tree

In 1846, the popular Royals, Queen Victoria and herGerman
Prince, Albert, were illustrated in the Illustrat-ed London News.
They were standing with their chil-dren around a Christmas Tree.
Unlike the previousRoyal family, Victoria was very popular with her
sub-jects and, what was done at Court, immediately be-came
fashionable - not only in Britain, but with fashion-conscious East
Coast American Society.The English Christmas Tree had arrived!

Victoria and Albert withtheir children by the

Christmas Tree.

Mince Pies were originally filled with meat, such as lamb,
ratherthan a dried fruit mix as they are today. They were also
first madein an oval shape to represent the manger thatJesus slept
in as a baby, with the top repre-senting his swaddling clothes. Now
they arenormally made in a round shape and are eat-en hot or cold.
A custom from the middle ag-es says that if you eat a mince pie on
everyday from Christmas to Twelfth Night you will

have happiness for the next 12 months. On Christmas Eve,
chil-dren in the UK often leave out mince pies with brandy or
somesimilar drink for Father Christmas and a carrot for the
reindeer.
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Meltham November Lunch

As our lunch was on Friday 4th

November we decided to have something warming& hearty. For
lunch we had Steak Pie, mashed potatoes & mushy peas. The
des-sert was Trifle. Tea & coffee was served whilst Arnold
Lodge and Richard Styancalled the raffle numbers out.

We would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to the 16 children and2
members of staff who walked from Helme School to entertainus with
their singing after our lunch.

The children had performed at The Meltham Memories Week-end with
a medley of war time songs which our members sangalong to. One of
the favourites of course was Vera Lynns WellMeet Again. The
children also sang Swing Low Sweet Chariotand When the Saints go
Marching In. The children did sign lan-guage to their last song
which was their Sports Day Anthem. The children and staffwhere
given some refreshmentsbefore walking back to Helme School.

I would also like to say a BIG THANK YOU to all the volunteers
who have helpedme during the last 12 months to prepare and serve
our lunches.

May we, the Meltham Members, take this opportunity to wish all
Friend to FriendMembers a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS.

Jenny

Honley group November

I bow my head in shame. I thought that I had made arrangements
for our amazingsugar craft lady, Sheila to come to Honley on our
usual Thursday. We were all wait-ing in anticipation of her arrival
but it became obvious that Sheila who is well-organised and an
excellent time-keeper was not coming.

Suzanne to the rescue; she dashed home and collected a picture
quiz and somecardboard box formats. Once the quiz was over we
started on the boxes. Notenough glue or scissors but Joan the
manager of Trinity, Anchor Housing to the res-cue this time.

We finished with the Moon Game and everybody had a goodtime
despite my mistakes.

Shirley Simmonds

Vera Lynn

A completed boxWilliam Morris

design.


	
8/2/2019 Friend to Friend Newsletter December 2011

4/11

Holmfirth Project

One of our members, Dorothy Ackroyd died recently in her
96th

year.She had asked to donate the money collected at her funeral
to Friend toFriend. She also had several jackets that were
virtually new and herdaughter Caroline thought that our members
might like them. We had a

fashion parade and four very satisfied ladies took home a new
jacket.

The theme over the last few weeks had been autumn and Sheila
camewith her sugar craft to produce squirrels. These were not easy
to com-plete but members managed and took them home with
pleasure.Thanks again to Sheila.

For our second session, Margaret Martin kindly arranged for
TrinaGreen, a stained glass specialist to come along to demonstrate
her

techniques. In the event the members made a glass Christmas
treedecoration. Trina brought some of the items she made to show
us. Wewere very impressed by her nativity scenes and the
photographs shebrought of the stained glass windows she had
completed for churches.Thanks to Trina and her mother and
Margaret.

Main Meal

Once more our cook Mike, his assistant Ann and our volunteers
serveda cheerful band of members with an enjoyable meal
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Denby Dale Group

A truly enjoyable last meeting of the year with Denby Dale
Together. The re-nowned local pianist, Margaret Dutton came with
her keyboard to celebrate Armi-stice Day and took us back to the
40s and 50s with songs to sing along to. Shestarted with a
selection of songs that made a game of Consequences. The first

one had a boy's name, the second, a girl's name, then he said to
her and she saidto him ...well you know the rest. It was certainly
different working out the vers-es. Then we had a series of songs
with a colour in somewhere and then we could

just sing along to "We'll meet again" which we knew most of the
words to. Very en-joyable.

Then we had to earn our tea and cakes by making some 'icicles'
out of aluminiumfoil for the Churches Together to put on their
Christmas tree. Hazel Fletcher made

a lovely fairy for the top of the tree but unfortunately her
halo wouldn't stay on, butsomeone may be able to stick it on.

Then it was back to use it or lose it, as Jean tested our brains
with a set of ana-grams. The people who came first in the test were
Gladys Kendal, Marjorie Brown,Hazel Fletcher and Margaret Dyer.
Raffle Prize winners were Mavis Aveyard, Ha-zel Locke, David Lunn,
Joan Noble and Ken Briggs

Julie Barber

Trial Yoga

We have had two sessions of Sit Down Yoga and very enjoyable
they weretoo. Claire kept us going for an hour and I didn't look at
my watch once! Arms,

shoulders, fingers, legs and ankles were all gently exercised
and our co-ordinationtested and improved (?) by squeezing a plastic
egg and throwing and hopefullycatching it. It was a good job they
were not proper eggs as there would havebeen a right mess on the
floor!

Really looking forward to the Trial Zumba sessions. If you wish
to join us the ses-sions take place at The Darby and Joan in
Skelmanthorpe, but write to the officefor more information.
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Netherton Groups November Newsletter

We had a small group of people that joined us from Sharing
Memories for two ofour meetings. Sharing memories is a group of
older people who share their memo-ries of the past with each other
and with the wider community and to use thesememories as a basis
for creating high quality art works. The group are supported

by two artists who kindly provided us with an art activity. In
the first session we alltackled drawing images from postcards and
on the next meeting we made Christ-mas cards.

Old Meltham History Group

At todays meeting we had a two guest speakers. The first
speaker,Cynthia Phillips is a volunteer from the Friend to Friend
Marsden

Activity group. Cynthia Phillips very kindly came to speak to
usabout their scrapbooking project. Scrapbooking is a method
forpreserving personal and family history in the form of a
scrapbook.Typical memorabilia include photographs, printed media
and art-work. Cynthia bought along her scrapbooks as an example and
spoke to us abouthow we too could start our own books, which we all
found very inspiring.

Over the break we shared around photos that our mem-bers had
brought in to include in their books and then wefinished with
another guest, Linda Dunbar the Friend toFriend, Charity
Co-ordinator. Linda came to show us the

calendar that she has been putting together. The calendaris
partly the result of a years research from the OldMeltham History
group and also images of buildings in andaround Meltham, drawn by
the artist Leonard Craven. Thecalendar will be on sale soon for
2.50, available from theFriend to Friend office or from your
groups. All proceedswill go towards the Old Meltham History
group.

Volunteer Get together - 7th

November

Twenty one Friend to Friend volunteers attended our get together
to meet with oth-er volunteers from our groups to share views over
a cup of coffee and cake. Wegained some excellent ideas to work
upon and the general feedback from everyonewas that we should have
more get togethers.The next get together should be in February.
Could you let us know your prefer-ences as to where and when we
should meet?
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The Story of the Christmas Carol

Carols were first sung in Europe thousands of years ago, but
these were notChristmas carols. They were pagan songs, sung at the
Winter Solstice cele-brations as people danced round stone circles.
The word carol actuallymeans dance or a song of praise and joy.
Carols used to be written and sungduring all four seasons, but only
the tradition of singing them at Christmas has really survived.

When Oliver Cromwell and the Puritans came to power in England
in 1647, the celebration ofChristmas and singing carols was
stopped. However, the carols survived as people still sangthem in
secret. Carols remained mainly unsung until Victorian times, when
two men called Wil-liam Sandys and Davis Gilbert collected lots of
old Christmas music from villages in England.

Before carol singing in public became popular, there were
sometimes offi-cial carol singers called 'Waits'. These were bands
of people led by im-portant local leaders (such as council leaders)
who had the only power inthe towns and villages to take money from
the public (if others did this, theywere sometimes charged as
beggars!). They were called 'Waits' because

they only sang on Christmas Eve. This was sometimes known
as'watchnight' or 'waitnight' because the shepherds were watching
their sheep

when the angels appeared to them.

Also, at this time, many orchestras and choirs were being set up
in the cities of England and peo-ple wanted Christmas songs to
sing, so carols once again became popular. Many new carolssuch as
Good King Wenceslas were also written.

New carol services were created and became popular, as did the
custom ofsinging carols in the streets. Both of these customs are
still popular today.One of the most popular types of carol services
are Carols by Candlelight ser-vices. At this service, the church is
only lit by candlelight and it feels veryChristmassy. Carols by
Candlelight services are held in countries all over theworld.
Perhaps the most famous carol service, is the service of Nine
Lessonsand Carols from King's College in Cambridge, UK. This
service takes place onChristmas Eve and is broadcast live on BBC
Radio.

Now try the quiz on the next pages and see how many of Christmas
songs and carols you recog-nise. There will be a small prize for
the first correct entry received at the Friend to Friend office
inthe New Year.
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Christmas Quiz (1) Get your brains in gear!

Can you identify the 15 Christmas carols or songs or ex-cerpts
from carols or songs from the unusual descrip-tions below?

Examples: O Tiny hamlet in the far east = O Little Town of
BethlehemSlumber in ethereal quiet = Sleep in heavenly peace (from
Silent Night)

Quadruped with crimson proboscis =

...

I simply want a pair of incisors =

Fantasies of a colourless December 25th =

Monarchial Trio

Adorn the vestibules =

A dozen 24-hour Yule periods =

5pm to 6am without any noise =

Exuberance directed to the planet =

I spied my maternal parent embracing a fat man in red =

.
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Boppin whilst circling the tannenbaum =

Harmony on the planet, kindness to Homo Sapiens =

Perambulating through a December solstice fantasy =

On the commencement of Yuletide my honey bestowed on me =

O sacred darkness the asterisks are brilliantly shimmering =

Its fixin to appear extremely similar to December 25th =

Send to: Friend to Friend, Unit 8, Bridge Mills, Holmfirth, HD9
3TW

Name: ..

Telephone Number:

Address: ..
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Christmas Quiz (2)

Do you know your Christmas Carols?

Eg AIAMNCFAB = Away in a manger no crib for a bed

1. O I R D C ..

2. G R Y M G

3. A F T R O G ..

4. D T H W B O H

5. T F N T A D S ...

6. O L T O B ..

7. T H A T I ....

8. A W G M O O ...I9. C U T M C ....

10. C A S T H M .

11. J B J B J A T W ...

12. D D M O H ...

13. I T B M W F W M M

14. G K W L O

15. G C M R .

Send to: Friend to Friend, Unit 8, Bridge Mills, Holmfirth, HD9
3TW

Name: ..

Telephone Number:

Address: ...
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Answers to the Flower Quiz:

1. Carnation2. Sweet William3. Lavender4. Broom

5. Forget me not6. Iris7. Wallflower8. Stock9. Viola (or
Bugle)10. Cornflower11. Canterbury Bells12. Thyme13. Rose

14. Cowslip

Unfortunately, this time, no-one got all the correct answers but
the highest scorewas 13 out of 14 achieved by Gladys White of
Netherton and Jessie Richmond ofHonley. Well done ladies and to all
who took part!

Merry Christmas to all our readers

Urgent appeal! Your help is need-

ed!We need knitted TOYS for ourCraft Fayre in Spring/Summer
of2012. Can you help? Please sendyour knitted toys to the Friend
toFriend office, Unit 8, Bridge Mills,Holmfirth.Many thanks!
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