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Mesopotamia:Mesopotamia: the Land between the rivers the Land between the rivers
 Continent:Continent: AsiaAsia
 Rivers:Rivers: TigrisTigris, , EuphratesEuphrates
 Time:Time: 3000 to3000 to
 1500 BC1500 BC
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Mesopotamia: the LandMesopotamia: the Land
 Two rivers: Tigris and EuphratesTwo rivers: Tigris and Euphrates Brought water for farmingBrought water for farming Brought floodsBrought floods
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 keep the gods happy and prevent floodskeep the gods happy and prevent floods
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Mesopotamia’s ReligionMesopotamia’s Religion
 PolytheisticPolytheistic ““poly” = manypoly” = many ““theis” = godstheis” = gods They believed in many godsThey believed in many gods
 They feared their godsThey feared their gods Wanted the gods to stop Wanted the gods to stop
 the floodsthe floods
 They built They built ZIGGURATSZIGGURATS to worship their godsto worship their gods
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 World’s 1World’s 1stst Writing Writing SystemSystem CuneiformCuneiform Used a Used a stylusstylus Wrote on Wrote on wet wet
 clayclay tablets tablets, , which were then which were then drieddried
 Men who did the Men who did the writing were writing were called called scribesscribes
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 World’s first World’s first literatureliterature, , written storieswritten stories EPICEPIC
 A VERY, VERY long poemA VERY, VERY long poem Title was Title was GILGAMESHGILGAMESH
 Story of a hero who Story of a hero who wants to be like the wants to be like the gods and live forevergods and live forever
 The gods tell him NO! The gods tell him NO! He must die because he He must die because he is not allowed to live is not allowed to live foreverforever
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 InventionsInventions PlowPlow
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Mesopotamia’s AccomplishmentsMesopotamia’s Accomplishments
 Astronomy, knowledge of the moon, Astronomy, knowledge of the moon, planets, starsplanets, stars
 Developed calendarDeveloped calendar Gave the planets names as godsGave the planets names as gods
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