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NetworkingNetworkingIt’s Not Just For ComputersIt’s Not Just For Computers

Page 2
                        

What Networking Isn’t
 A way to “use” friends and colleagues
 Shameless self-promotion
 Your moment in the sun
 A time to be timid

Page 3
                        

What Networking IS
 A time to meet (mostly) interesting people
 An opportunity to learn more about others
 Most of all, a time to connect

Page 4
                        

Before You Get ThereBefore You Get There

Page 5
                        

Dress For Success
 Look professional - no sweats, shorts, jeans - no matter what you do
 Check hygiene & grooming
 Name tag high and on the right
 Attitude: positive

Page 6
                        

Your Opening Line
 Practiced and confident
 Short, with a hook
 Natural

Page 7
                        

Your Follow Up
 Designed to draw out the other person
 Tell what you do and why you’re the one to go to for this product or service
 Short and sweet
 Practiced and natural

Page 8
                        

Consider A “Wing Man”
 Someone who knows people in the group; someone who can introduce you
 Someone who can come to your rescue if you’re in trouble
 Someone to evaluate your performance

Page 9
                        

Walking In The DoorWalking In The DoorHow to “work the room”How to “work the room”

Page 10
                        

Greet the Greeter
 There to get you started
 NOT the person to start a dialog with - he or she has a job to do during the first part of a meeting

Page 11
                        

Some Ground Rules
 This is not a social event!
 Don’t monopolize anyone’s time
 Don’t let anyone monopolize your time
 Find a way to remember the folks you want to follow up with

Page 12
                        

Who Do You Look For?
 Low-hanging fruit, but be careful...
 Other power networkers
 Small, open groups
 Exhibitors

Page 13
                        

The Art of the Handshake
 Initiate if possible
 Web to Web
 Firm but not crushing
 Confident

Page 14
                        

The Conversation
 Try to initiate the exchange
 Draw the other person out whenever you can
 Avoid the tendency to interrupt
 Keep it relatively short

Page 15
                        

Ending the Conversation
 Ask for the person’s card (or give them yours)
 Ask if it would be OK to contact for a follow-up meeting
 Explain that you’re trying to meet as many people as possible
 Introduce them to someone else

Page 16
                        

OK, But What Do I Say?
 OK, But What Do I Say?

Page 17
                        

Five “Commercials”
 Five- to 10-second “hook”
 30-second “elevator speech”
 One minute “infomercial”
 Three- to five minute “overview”
 Ten minute “drill down”

Page 18
                        

The Hook
 Designed to get a “tell me more” response
 Will immediately gauge the interest of the listener(s)
 Makes a great segue into your longer commercials

Page 19
                        

Reticular Activation
 Controls our ability to pay attention
 Is rarely consciously controlled
 Has definite physical manifestations
 Can be an outstanding tool when building your commercials

Page 20
                        

Building A Commercial- The BasicsStart with your name and a hook
 Give your business name
 What pain or problem do you resolve?
 Who is your perfect customer and why?

Page 21
                        

Building A Commercial- Adding Plug-insA short story about a successful transaction or funny situation
 Products or services you’re looking for
 Upcoming events
 Recent achievements
 Involve your listeners

Page 22
                        

Build A Library
 Mix up the elements of your commercials
 Prevents premature shutdown of RAS
 Allows you to assemble a 3 - 5 minute commercial on the fly

Page 23
                        

Create A “Non Selling” Commercial
 Establish yourself as an expert
 Gets you in front of many people
 Can get you lots of Google hits
 Can be developed into a side product

Page 24
                        

Commercial Summary
 Grab the listeners attention in the first 10 seconds
 Make it sound natural
 Be flexible in content
 Practice, practice, practice!

Page 25
                        

Making ConnectionsMaking ConnectionsIt really IS about who you know: the six degrees of
 separation.It really IS about who you know: the six degrees of
 separation.

Page 26
                        

What Is “Six Degrees”Six degrees of separation is the theory that anyone on the planet can be connected to any other person on the planet through a chain of acquaintances that has no more than five intermediaries. The theory was first proposed in 1929 by the Hungarian writer Frigyes Karinthy in a short story called "Chains."

Page 27
                        

Be A Resource
 Give more than you get
 People will seek you out if you are a “connector”
 The more people you know, the more people you can connect

Page 28
                        

Last But Certainly Not Least:Follow Up!
 Last But Certainly Not Least:Follow Up!

Page 29
                        

Good Solution - Thank You Card or NotePersonal
 Can add cards or promotional items
 May stick out in a person’s mind
 Expensive (relatively)
 Time consuming
 No response mechanism

Page 30
                        

Better Solution - Email
 Can be done quickly
 Take advantage of technology (scanners, mailing lists, etc.)
 Can be done by an assistant
 Easy for recipient to respond
 Not so personal
 Other than sig, no way to easily provide contact info
 Could get lost in spam folder

Page 31
                        

Best Solution - Pick Up the PhoneVery personal
 Easy to gauge the person’s interest level
 Can convert to a meeting immediately
 Can activate RAS
 Could be seen as “pushy” by some
 Time consuming
 When do you stop?

Page 32
                        

Who to Follow Up With?
 Someone you definitely connected with
 Someone whose product or service you (or someone you know) can use
 Someone who asked you for a referral
 Someone who offered a referral
 Someone who would make a good partner

Page 33
                        

But Public Speaking Scares Me!
 But Public Speaking Scares Me!

Page 34
                        

You’re Not Alone
 •Americans’ second greatest fear (next to death) is public speaking

Page 35
                        

Butterflies Are Normal
 •The trick is to get them to fly in formation!

Page 36
                        

One SolutionOne Solution

Page 37
                        

Bottom Line
 Find a smaller, supportive group by visiting several
 Accept that it will be difficult at first
 Find a mentor that can honestly evaluate your performance

Page 38
                        

Wrapping It UpWrapping It UpWhat have we really covered here?What have we really covered here?

Page 39
                        

What You Should KnowHow to prepare for a networking opportunity
 How to engage people’s attention
 The importance of listening
 How to avoid wasting time
 The power of connections
 How to craft an effective commercial
 How to train those butterflies
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