

    

        


        
        
                        
                
            
                    


        
            	
                    Bloomsbury Publishing
                
	
                    
                        Home
                    
                
	
                    
                        Comments
                    
                


        


        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                                                    
    
        

        


        
            
        

    





                                            

                

            

        


        
            
                
                
                
            

            
                

                

                
                    
                     Match case
                     Limit results 1 per page
                    

                    
                    

                

            

        
    


    
        
                            
                    


        

            
                
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                    
                    1

21
                    
                

                
                    
                    100%
Actual Size
Fit Width
Fit Height
Fit Page
Automatic


                    
                


                
                
                    
                    Embed
                
                
            


        

        

    




        

            

        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Home
                        

                        
                                            


                    
                        Newcomers' Lives

                        Mar 07, 2016

                        
                                                                                        Download
                                                        Report
                        


                        
                            Category:
                            
                                Documents
                            

                        


                                                    
                                Author:
                                Bloomsbury Publishing
                            

                        

                                                    
                                Description:
                            

                            
                                How the culture and life of the British people have been transformed by the contribution of immigrants in recent history.
                            

                        

                                                    
                                Tags:
                                
                                    copyright holders of
new york
combloomsbury publishing
fakenham prepress solutions
timesthis selection
new delhi
norfolk nr21
kind support

                                

                            

                        
                    



                    

                                    

            




            
                
                    
                                                    Welcome
                        
                                                    
                                Comments
                            
                        
                                            




                                            
                            Welcome message from author

                            This document is posted to help you gain knowledge. Please leave a comment to let me know what you think about it! Share it to your friends and learn new things together.
                        

                    

                                            
                                                            
                            
                            

                        

                    

                                    

            

        


                    
                
                    
                        Transcript

                        
                            Page 1
                        


Page 2
                        

Newcomers’ LivesThe story of immigrants as told in
 obituaries from The Times
 e D i T e D B y P e T e r U N w i N
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 3 22/01/2013 15:29

Page 3
                        

First published in Great Britain 2013
 obituaries copyright © The TimesThis selection and editorial material copyright © Peter Unwin, 2013
 The moral right of the author has been asserted
 No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission from the Publisher except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews. every reasonable effort has been made to trace copyright holders of material reproduced in this book, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked the Publishers would be glad to hear from them.
 A continuum book
 Bloomsbury Publishing Plc50 Bedford squareLondon wc1B 3DP
 www.bloomsbury.com
 Bloomsbury Publishing, London, New Delhi, New york and sydney
 Published with the kind support of the Pears Foundation
 First published in Great Britain 2013
 obituaries copyright © The TimesThis selection and editorial material copyright © Peter Unwin, 2013
 The moral right of the author has been asserted
 No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission from the Publisher except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews. every reasonable effort has been made to trace copyright holders of material reproduced in this book, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked the Publishers would be glad to hear from them.
 A continuum book
 Bloomsbury Publishing Plc50 Bedford squareLondon wc1B 3DP
 www.bloomsbury.com
 Bloomsbury Publishing, London, Berlin, New york and sydney
 Published with the kind support of the Pears Foundation
 www.pearsfoundation.org.uk
 A ciP record for this book is available from the British Library.
 isBN 978 1 4411 5917 510 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
 Typeset by Fakenham Prepress solutions, Fakenham, Norfolk Nr21 8NN
 Printed in. . .
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 4 03/07/2012 14:37
 www.pearsfoundation.org.uk
 A ciP record for this book is available from the British Library.
 isBN 978 1 4411 5917 510 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
 Typeset by Fakenham Prepress solutions, Fakenham, Norfolk Nr21 8NN
 Printed and bound by cPi Group (UK) Ltd, croydon, cr0 4yy
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 4 22/01/2013 15:29

Page 4
                        

v
 Contents
 Foreword by Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York � � � � � � � � � viiList of plates � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ixAcknowledgements � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � xi
 Prince Albert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1Karl marx . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3moses montefiore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4Jenny Lind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13Baron Paul de reuter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18carl rosa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21James Abbott mcNeill whistler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23Lady randolph churchill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29Joseph conrad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32John singer sargent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37Lord sinha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43sir Henry wellcome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49Lord rutherford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52walter richard sickert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59Ludwig wittgenstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63Lord cherwell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66melanie Klein. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70Nancy Astor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72marina Duchess of Kent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75Learie constantine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79Air chief marshal sir Keith Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83Lydia Lopokova . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86Nikolaus Pevsner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 5 22/01/2013 15:29

Page 5
                        

vi Contents
 Professor Peter medawar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92Alec issigonis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96c. L. r James. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99Berthold Lubetkin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101Freddie mercury. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104Friedrich von Hayek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107sam wanamaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112ralph miliband . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116Karl Popper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118Hugo Gryn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123Georg solti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127isaiah Berlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133yehudi menuhin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140maria Hollan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146eva Neurath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148Bernie Grant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152Paul Hamlyn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156ernst Gombrich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161w. G. sebald. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166martin esslin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171stewart steven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175mary Henderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179maurice wilkins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182Joseph rotblat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186Zaki Badawi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191charles Forte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196michael Hamburger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200clement Freud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204ralf Dahrendorf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209squadron Leader mahinder singh Pujji . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215Lucian Freud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218Basil D’oliveira . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 6 22/01/2013 15:29

Page 6
                        

vii
 Foreword
 Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York
 i am delighted to contribute a foreword to this book. in it are assembled fifty-five obituaries of immigrants to Britain that have been published in The Times over the last 150 years. The first, which appeared in 1861, records the death of Prince Albert, Queen victoria’s consort and counsellor, the second that of Karl marx. At the other end of the scale come obituaries, both published in 2011, which describe the careers of two very different immigrants, one of them Lucian Freud, who was when he died Britain’s foremost artist, the other Basil D’oliveira, the cricketer of colour whose exclusion on apartheid grounds from the england team due to tour south Africa in 1968 led to an international scandal and the abandonment of the tour. These four men, and the other men and women whose lives are recorded in this book, have two things in common. All were born outside this country but decided, for an immense variety of reasons, to make their homes here. And all of them achieved through their lives and work the distinction that an obituary in the pages of The Times denotes. Lady randolph churchill, for example, gave birth to Britain’s greatest prime minister. Basil issigonis designed the mini. The music of Georg solti and yehudi menuhin delighted millions. Lord sinha became the first indian to sit in the House of Lords. Air chief marshal sir Keith Park defended London and malta from air attack in the second world war. Freddie mercury set the pop scene alight. melanie Klein pioneered child psychiatry and Ludwig wittgenstein logical positivism. Joseph conrad settled in Britain to write some of the greatest novels of the twentieth century in what was not his native tongue.
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viii Foreword
 one can identify three sources in particular for this flow of talent into Britain. many of the people whose obituaries appear here came from what was the British empire and is now the modern commonwealth. several others exchanged their American citizenship for residence in this country. But the most pressing reason that brought immigrants here in the early decades of the twentieth century was fear of what awaited them at the hands of tyrants on the european mainland. By no means all were Jews but many were, bringing a particular kind of central european genius and intellectual sophistication with them. immigrants are rarely popular; they steal jobs, hide their faces, bring unfamiliar cooking smells into British suburbs; and some are thought to harbour dangerous extremists, even terrorists. These are fears which deserve to be given due weight. But beside them we need to put other considerations. migration has always been with us. Britons settled or occupied half the world, but there has always been traffic in the opposite direction. An infinitesimal proportion of the population apart, all the inhabitants of this country have immigrant blood in their veins. medieval england witnessed Jewish pogroms. Queen elizabeth i ordered that ‘blackamoors’ should be removed from the country. in the late seventeenth century the persecution of the Huguenots brought many thousands of Frenchmen and women to Britain. The Dutch came with william of orange, Germans with George i. French aristocrats crossed the channel to escape the guillotine. Uncounted irishmen and women came here in the hungry 1840s; dispossessed Belgians in 1914. Polish soldiers and their families who feared to go home to communist Poland made their homes here, so did Hungarians after the 1956 revolution. And now, licensed by european Treaty, Poles, Lithuanians and Bulgarians earn their keep and make their homes, temporary or permanent, in Britain. All these people bring skills as well as problems with them. This book celebrates the contribution of just a few of them. it provides salutary documentation of the ability, wisdom and sometimes even genius that strangers can bring to us, and of what they can do for Britain.
 + Sentamu Ebor
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1
 Prince Albert
 Queen Victoria’s consort and counsellor
 December 16, 1861
 The news of the serious illness of the late Prince consort alarmed and amazed all england on saturday. To the attentive readers of the court circular it was only known that his royal Highness was slightly indisposed, and the bulletin which on saturday announced that his illness had taken an unfavourable turn spread dismay and astonishment throughout the country. Then, all at once, the fearful affliction which threatened Her majesty was seen, and on every side information as to the state of his royal Highness’s health was sought for with the most intense eagerness. The announcement which we published in our third edition of saturday, that a change, slightly for the better, had taken place in the illustrious patient’s condition, was welcomed as almost a relief from the state of feverish anxiety under which all had waited for news. Unhappily, this slight improvement, which raised such ardent hopes wherever it was known, proved to be but a precursor of the fatal issue. During saturday morning – at least in the early part – his royal Highness undoubtedly seemed better, and, notwithstanding that his condition was in the highest degree precarious, the change, though sudden, was marked, and almost justified the strong hopes which were then entertained that he would recover. This change was but for a short time, and, in fact, but one of those expiring efforts of nature which give delusive hopes to the mourners round so many death-beds. soon afterwards his royal Highness again relapsed, and before the evening it became evident that it was only a question of an hour more or less. The Prince sank with alarming rapidity. At 4 the physicians issued a bulletin stating that their patient was then in “a most critical condition,” which was indeed a sad truth, for at that time almost every hope of recovery had passed away. Her majesty, and the Prince of wales (who had travelled through the previous night from cambridge), the Princesses Alice
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 1 22/01/2013 15:29
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2 Newcomers’ Lives
 and Helena, and the Prince and Princess of Leiningen, were with their illustrious relative during all this mournful and most trying period. The approach of death from exhaustion was so rapid that all stimulants failed to check the progressive increase of weakness, and the fatal termination was so clearly foreseen that even before 9 o’clock on saturday evening a telegram was forwarded from windsor to the city, stating that the Prince consort was then dying fast. Quietly and without suffering he continued slowly to sink, so slowly that the wrists were pulseless long before the last moment had arrived, when at a few minutes before 11 he ceased to breathe, and all was over. An hour after and the solemn tones of the great bell of st. Paul’s – a bell of evil omen – told all citizens how irrepa-rable has been the loss of their beloved Queen, how great the loss to the country. During yesterday the intelligence was received everywhere with a feeling so painful that it would really be difficult to exaggerate the amazement and grief manifested. The first fear – a wide, deep, and general fear – was, that the great and keen affliction with which it has pleased Heaven in its wisdom to visit the royal Family might prove too much for the strength of Her majesty, and that she herself might sink under her irreparable bereavement. A bulletin, however, posted at Buckingham Palace, stating that the Queen, though overwhelmed with grief, bore her loss with calmness, and had not then suffered in health, was soon known everywhere – such was the eagerness with which news of the Queen at such a heavy time was sought for. Prince Albert died on December 14, 1861. He was born in 1819.
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 2 22/01/2013 15:29
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3
 Karl Marx
 Prophet of the collapse of capitalism
 March 17, 1883
 our Paris correspondent informs us of the death of Dr. Karl marx, which occurred last wednesday, in London. He was born at cologne, in the year 1818. A the age of 25 he had to leave his native country and take refuge in France, on account of the radical opinions expressed in a paper of which he was editor. in France he gave himself up to the study of philosophy and politics. indeed he made himself so obnoxious to the Prussian Government by his writings, that he was expelled from France, and lived for a time in Belgium. in 1847 he assisted at the working men’s congress in London, and was one of the authors of the “manifesto of the communist Party”. After the revolution of 1848 he returned to Paris, and afterwards to his native city of cologne, from which he was again expelled for his revolutionary writings, and after escaping from imprisonment in France, he settled in London. From this time he was one of the leaders of the socialist party in europe, and in 1866 he became its acknowledged chief. He wrote pamphlets on various subjects, but his chief work was “le capital”, an attack on the whole capitalist system. For some time he had been suffering from weak health. Karl marx died on 14 march, 1883. He was born on 5 may, 1818.
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4
 Sir Moses Montefiore
 Financier, philanthropist, protector of his Jewish co-religionists and centenarian
 July 29, 1885
 sir moses montefiore passed away peacefully yesterday afternoon at his house of east cliff, near ramsgate. it would be out of place to use the conventional terms of regret with regard to one who has died so full of years and honours. His life has gradually and painlessly waned away since his neighbours and friends, the latter to be found in the most diverse ranks, religions, races, and climates, celebrated on october 28, 1884, the completion of the 100th year of his singularly prolonged and memorable existence. He retained intermittently to the last great mental clearness and activity which he enjoyed alternately with long periods of passive expectancy waiting for the end; and it is satisfactory to know that he was cheered and positively sustained by being told from time to time how the good works he had set on foot prospered, and by learning the universal interest felt in his health and the long continuance of his days. He was, in particular, greatly cheered to hear Dr. Hermann Adler’s good report of the well-being of the tenants of the dwellings which he had promoted in and about Jerusalem; and he was much occupied with the wedding present which he was privileged to present to Princess Beatrice. on this he caused to be engraved the verse from Proverbs, “many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all,” which he had never tired of applying to his own wife. when he no longer possessed the energy for conversation he was sometimes heard repeating under his breath verses in Hebrew from the Psalms, and it may truly be said that his last thoughts were occupied with the duties of piety, loyalty, and benevolence, which it had been his aim during the century to fulfil. To the Jews it may well seem as if with him the central pillar of their temple had fallen; but those who calmly
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 4 22/01/2013 15:29
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Sir Moses Montefiore 5
 contemplate his life will understand that the example of his useful and benevolent career has done its work. moses montefiore was born, the eldest son of a not very wealthy merchant, on the 24th of october, 1784. His ancestors had dwelt in Ancona and Leghorn, cities in which by special, and then exceptional legislation, Jews had been permitted to trade. His grandfather, moses Haim montefiore, had settled in england, where he had nine sons and eight daughters and was a near neighbour and associate of Benjamin Disraeli, the grandfather of Lord Beaconsfield. Joseph elias, fourth son among the 17 children, married a daughter of the house of mocatta, a family of moorish or spanish Jews, who had left their tombs in the Lido at venice and in the graveyard of Amsterdam. Joseph montefiore’s wife accompanied him to Leghorn whither he went to buy for the english market, and there in the via reale she gave birth to the first of her eight children, moses Haim, the subject of this notice, whose name was registered as born on october 24 (the eve of Heshvan 9th), 1784, in the books of the synagogue. returning to england with his parents, moses montefiore was educated privately, articled to mr. robert Johnson, a wholesale tea merchant in eastcheap, and afterwards entered the stock exchange, where his uncle purchased for him for £1,200 the right to practise as one of the 12 Jewish brokers. No greater number than that was permitted by the city of London, although a more enlightened body than most of the english communities of that day, to compete with the stock-brokers of the orthodox confession. moses montefiore joined a surrey volunteer regiment (he lived at Kennington Terrace), and rose to the rank of captain. He became very popular on the stock exchange, and much consideration was shown for him when, in consequence of the default of another person, he had to ask for a few days’ time, which was cheerfully accorded him, to deliver some exchequer Bills. He began the publi-cation of a regular price-list of securities, was joined in business by his brother Abraham, and became connected in business and by marriage with Nathan mayer rothschild, whose name is still signed on the cheques of the great house in New court. The two friends married sisters, daughters of Levy Barent cohen, a merchant of Dutch descent, greatly respected for his wealth and benevolence. Abraham montefiore wedded Henrietta rothschild, sister of the great financier, and thus established
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 5 22/01/2013 15:29
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6 Newcomers’ Lives
 another bond of union between the families. it is fitting that in sir moses’s will this time-honoured connexion is still recognized. Lord rothschild, whose elevation to the peerage during the last few weeks of sir moses’s life was a sign of the completeness of the emancipation for which the rothschilds and montefiore battled so long, is named as one of the executors, the others being mr. Joseph sebag, mr. Arthur cohen, Q.c., and Dr. Loewe. mr. Joseph sebag, the senior surviving nephew, is the senior executor; mr. Arthur cohen is a nephew of the late Lady montefiore; and Dr. Loewe is the linguist and orientalist who accompanied sir moses and Lady montefiore on their journeys to the east. moses montefiore married in 1812. it was in 1813 that mr. rothschild brought out the British loan for £12,000,000 for warlike operations against Napoleon Bonaparte; and henceforward the brothers montefiore were associated with the transactions of the house of rothschild. He lived next door to mr. rothschild, and has himself described how “N. m. rothschild,” as sir moses was wont to call his brother-in-law in speaking of him to other persons, roused him at 6 o’clock in the morning to give news of the escape from elba, which mr. rothschild was able to communicate to the ministry. The carrier, on being told the message he had brought in a sealed despatch, cried “vive l’empereur” and his interlocutors were able to frame from his enthusiasm a shrewd estimate of the temper of the French. in 1824 mr. montefiore had retired from business and settled in Park Lane, mr. rothschild removing at about the same time to Piccadilly, where he long occupied a house now the property of the savile club. “Thank God, and be content,” was his wife’s behest to mr. montefiore, and he was henceforth only occupied with duties of a semi-public nature, as in founding, in conjunction with his friends, the Alliance Fire, Life, and marine insurance office, the imperial continental Gas Association, and the Provincial Bank of ireland. The Alliance office was successful from the first, profiting as it did in its life department by the greater average of longevity among its Jewish clients, who were admitted at the ordinary rates, based on actuarial calculations embracing both Jew and Gentile. The Gas Association, though its shares stand now at a high premium, had as hard a struggle for existence as the electric light companies which are now striving to soften the heart of the Board of Trade. in connexion with the irish banking business sir moses went twice round ireland, and was presented with the freedom of
 9781441159175_txt_print.indd 6 22/01/2013 15:29
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Sir Moses Montefiore 7
 Londonderry. He was for a short time a director of the south-eastern railway, and in memory of this connexion received in 1883 from the then directors a gold pass, a purely honorary distinction in the circumstances. it was in 1827 that mr. montefiore undertook the pilgrimage which coloured the whole of his future existence. He had been known as a pious and benevolent man, and as one who, while reverent of tradition, controlled it by good sense, as in seeking his wife from among the “German” Jews, although himself a member of the sephardic or spanish synagogue. But his life-long devotion to the cause of his oppressed brethren in the east dates from his visit to Palestine in 1827. The way to Palestine then lay through egypt, as that to cairo now passes by constantinople. The record of the journey, as told by mrs. montefiore in her diary, is interesting. mr. and mrs. montefiore drove to Dover, had their travelling carriage placed on the Boulogne steamer, and posted to Turin. At radicofani mr. montefiore, a man of 43, and ignorant that he himself would exceed a century of existence, gave the curate a dollar for the oldest person in the place, who, writes Lady montefiore, “had only the heavens for his covering and the earth for his couch.” They were rowed from messina to malta, and took in their convoyed ship which they chartered for Alexandria three poor Greek women, whose husbands had fallen at missolonghi. The meeting with mehemet Ali laid the foundations of a lasting friendship, but mr. salt, the British consul, warned the travellers strongly against proceeding to Palestine. They would be sold for slaves; he trembled to think what would become of mrs. montefiore. This pair of travellers, however, were not easily frightened. They sailed to Jaffa and rode into Jerusalem, “a fallen, desolate and abject” city, as Lady montefiore describes it. They found the Jews very poor and miserable, dwelling like conies in the clefts in the rocks, oppressed by officials, paying £300 a year for the melancholy privilege of weeping at the wall which is called the wailing Place of Jerusalem. After administering bountiful alms, and making still more fruitful inquiries into the possibility of a permanent amelio-ration of the condition of the people by stimulating industry, the montefiores returned to Alexandria, where they heard Arab women lamenting in the street the defeat of Navarino. Afterwards they themselves brought home some of codrington’s despatches.
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8 Newcomers’ Lives
 immediately on his return from this visit to the east, mr. montefiore joined the Board of Deputies of British Jews, a body of representatives elected by the synagogues, and this council for many years afterwards under his direction took a lively interest in the welfare of its foreign brethren. The english Jews had, however, on their own part a struggle to maintain for political emancipation. wealthy, well-educated, and often honoured socially, they were excluded by their religion from sitting in either House of Parliament and from most public offices. The battle for the privileges and duties of citizenship had to be won by showing themselves conspicuously worthy of these rights and able to fulfil these duties. David salomons, the friend of montefiore, being a candidate for the shrievalty, was told that if a criminal were reprieved from hanging on a saturday, his sabbath, his religion would prevent him from announcing the commutation of the sentence. He refuted so absurd a charge and was elected sheriff of London and middlesex, but was unable to take the qualifying oath, and accordingly exercised but an imperfect jurisdiction, till Lyndhurst passed a Bill to relieve him. This was in 1835; in 1837 montefiore came forward and became the second Jewish sheriff. A year before, he had been elected a Fellow of the royal society. As sheriff at the coronation moses montefiore was knighted by the Queen, to whom as Princess victoria he had already been enabled to offer the courtesy of the use of his grounds at ramsgate, the agreeable gardens attached to his house at east cliff at which he lived for over 60 years and at which he ultimately died. By his energy, popularity, and his own munificence, sir moses montefiore made unprecedentedly large collections for the city charities during his year of office as sheriff. He was also able to secure the pardon of the only criminal whom it would have been his duty to cause to be put to death. immediately after he had served his year sir moses and Lady montefiore departed on their second pilgrimage to the Holy Land. They visited on the way the seven synagogues of rome, making benefactions to the congregations; and while they fulfilled the responsibilities of life did not forget its graces. They met Prince coburg and the Duchess of sutherland at a reception at the Duke of Torlonia’s, saw severn’s pictures, Gibson’s statues, and the museums, bought works of art, entertained a Papal monsignor and a French abbe, and sent Passover cakes to their friends.
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Sir Moses Montefiore 9
 At malta, where Prince George of cambridge (now his royal Highness the Field-marshal commanding-in-chief) arrived during their stay, news met them that the plague was raging at Jerusalem. sir moses accordingly proposed to proceed alone. “This”, writes Lady montefiore, “i peremptorily resisted, and the expressions of ruth furnished my heart at the moment with the language it most desired to use: ‘entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee ; for whither thou goest i will go, and where thou lodgest i will lodge.’” This time they were received in Jerusalem with the most brilliant ceremony as the friends of the egyptian ruler, and the benefactors of all. After distributing funds entrusted to him by the chief rabbi, sir moses returned to Beyrout impressed with the necessity of introducing agriculture among the Jews of the Holy Land. He obtained from mehemet Ali a decree authorizing the Jews to acquire land, and was preparing an extensive scheme for farming the soil of Palestine by the descendants of those who anciently possessed it, when political disturbances overturned all the plans formed, and rendered valueless the privileges acquired. The sultan sent his armies against syria, Acre was bombarded, and the rule of mehmet Ali was destroyed. in 1840, the blood accusation, the terrible and lying charge that the Jews offer up human sacrifice, was stirred against them in rhodes and Damascus. in both these places the populace demanded the blood of the Jews, and the local authorities were not averse to imprisoning such as could afford ransom. some of these victims perished in captivity. sir moses montefiore called upon his fellow-citizens to express their disbelief in the charge and their sympathy with the oppressed israelites. The Lord mayor presided over a public meeting at the mansion House, Lord Palmerston received a deputation, sir moses montefiore proceeded to Alexandria and constantinople to demand a fair trial for the accused. Political complications made a public hearing at Damascus impossible, but the surviving prisoners were released; the rhodian charge fell to the ground; and the sultan, in response to sir moses’s appeal, issued the firman of 12th ramazan, 1256, which discusses the inveterate calumny, refers to the Biblical maxim which prohibits Jews from using the blood even of animals, and dismisses as groundless the charge that they employ human blood. The firman goes on to declare the equality before the law of the Jewish nation with the other subjects of the commander of
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10 Newcomers’ Lives
 the Faithful, and forbids any molestation of them in their religious or temporal concerns. During his visit to constantinople sir moses found that few of the Jews could read or write the language of the country, although they were by no means illiterate so far as concerned Hebrew and the strange dialect compounded of spanish and Hebrew which their ancestors had brought away in exile from the iberian Peninsula. He conferred with the leaders of the congregations, and suggested that the Turkish language should be taught in their schools. “i am quite satisfied” he writes “it will be greatly useful, as it will fit our people for employments and situations from which they are now excluded.” This expectation has been signally fulfilled. At that time no Jew was in the public service. Now many have attained high military or civil rank. The result of the mission of 1840 was felt to be so momentous that it was proposed in Germany to institute a new Purim in its honour. in england the Queen granted to her Knight-errant, who had ridden abroad redressing human wrongs, the right of bearing supporters, an honour usually reserved to peers and the knights of orders. sir moses montefiore’s next mission was to russia. in the wintry weather of February and march, he travelled to st. Petersburg to induce the czar to recall a ukase which he had issued ordering the removal into the interior of all Jews living within 50 versts of the frontier. with the good offices of the court of st. James, and the commercial results of the measure being foreseen, it was recalled. Great risks had been run from wolves and ice during this journey. And the eloquence, or rather the sincerity of sir moses montefiore, and the effect of his bearing as a representative israelite, and at the same time an english gentleman of high standing, had entirely prevailed. on his return several members of the royal House attended a reception given in his honour by the late charlotte Baroness de rothschild, at Gunnersbury, and the Queen conferred upon him a baronetcy. in 1858 sir moses travelled to rome and had his unsuccessful encounter with cardinal Antonelli, who refused to give up the child mortara, surreptitiously baptized by a nurse and stolen from his mother, who died of grief. The refusal, perhaps, hastened the fall of the temporal power. in 1860 montefiore headed the subscription for the relief of the misery of the christians of syria, who had been attacked by the
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 Druses of mount Lebanon. His letter appeared in our columns on July 12, and resulted in the collection of more than £22,500. we cannot describe all his journeys to the Holy Land, which he visited seven times in all, on the last occasion when he was more than 90 years of age. whole cities went out to meet him on the way, sermons were preached, odes composed in his honour. in Palestine he endowed hospitals and alms-houses, set on foot agricultural enterprises, planted gardens, built synagogues and tombs. Besides his own benefactions he was often chosen to administer the charities of others, as, for example, by Juda Touro, of New orleans, who left large sums at his disposal for improvements in Jerusalem. He pleaded with a later czar (Alexander ii) in st. Petersburg and with the King of romania at Bucharest for his brethren, “crossed the great desert on a litter to the city of morocco” and procured a milder treatment for Jews tortured by barbarians. From his bedroom at east cliff he sent letters to every member of the Hungarian Legislature exposing the iniquity of the false blood accusation at Tisza elsa, and corresponded with Lord Beaconsfield and the present Prime minister on the subject of the Jews of roumania, whose condition he believed in vain to have been permanently regulated and improved by the Treaty of Berlin. Judith, Lady montefiore, the dear companion of his travels died in 1882. He built in her memory a college at ramsgate, where rabbis maintained by his benevolence pass their days in prayer and study of the law. He also founded in her memory scholarships and prizes for girls and boys. The mausoleum at ramsgate in which she at present lies alone is a model of the building called the tomb of rachel on the road from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, which he had often visited with her who was as dear to him as rachel was to his ancestor. sir moses’s entry into his 100th year on the 8th of November, 1883 (corresponding with 8th Heshvan, 5643), was celebrated as a public holiday at ramsgate, where his liberal but discriminating charities, administered by the local clergy of all denominations, and his unfailing courtesy and hospitality, had made him most popular, The occasion became, by reason of the widespread public interest aroused, one of national significance, and the Queen herself telegraphed, “i congratulate you sincerely on your entering into the hundredth year of a useful and honourable life.” The Prince of wales, the Duke of edinburgh, the city of London, and hundreds of representative bodies sent similar messages. At
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12 Newcomers’ Lives
 Jerusalem and among the Jewish congregations throughout the world special prayers were offered up and services hold. The Lord mayor attended the special service held last year (october 20, 1884) in London on the completion of sir moses’s century of existence, and the commemorations at ramsgate and throughout the country and the world in churches and synagogues were still more striking than that of 1883. The excitement of receiving so many congratulations was great for a centenarian, but on the whole it had a beneficial effect upon his health. sir moses had ardently desired to see his hundredth year, and that wish had been fulfilled. we have since then chron-icled in Dr. woodman’s bulletins his gradual and peaceful decline. He passed away without a struggle yesterday at 4. 30 p.m. His nearest relations had been summoned by telegraph early in the morning. The funeral has been appointed to leave east cliff Lodge, ramsgate, precisely at 2 on Friday for the mausoleum already described, where sir moses will be laid beside the body of Judith, his wife. sir moses montefiore was born on october 28, 1784. He died on July 28, 1885.
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