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YELLOWMAGENTA CYANBLACK
 The real estate mar-ket for buyers and sellers in Iberia
 Parish is continuing to improve, local Realtors and brokers say.
 Realtor Michael Lam-perez of Caffery Real Estate said houses are not sitting on the market as long now as they were a year to 18 months ago.
 “It used to be a majority buyers market, but I think we’re seeing a shift in balance,” Lamperez said. “The scales are starting to even out, so to speak.”
 Angela Scott, branch manager and associate broker for Van Eaton Romero Real Estate, agrees. She said the local housing market is steadi-ly growing and “getting better every day.”
 “We see the strongest price range is the $150,000 to $200,000 price range,” Scott said, which also is the fastest-selling price range.
 She said sellers are mov-ing up — getting bigger homes, more land or both.
 Pat Caffery Jr., Realtor and owner of Caffery Real Estate, said that the overall market is “ex-tremely positive.” He said
 a 39-lot development his company had was sold completely over the past 24 months.
 “All of those people who
 are buying these lots are young families,” Caffery said. “It tells me that Iberia Parish can provide what buyers want … be-cause we have the land.”
 The land where new homes soon will be is because of an expand-ing commercial market, Caffery said. Development of commercial land and the health of single family dwellings go hand in hand.
 “We are rapidly expand-ing our commercial infra-structure,” Caffery said, which means over the next 10 to 15 years more people will be moving to Iberia Parish “and staying.”
 Local contractor Johnny Romero said the average person moving to New
 Iberia typically is looking for a family home around $125,000, and those homes are available.
 “Most people want the houses just over the $100,000 mark, but a few are looking for the big-ger properties at over $250,000.”
 Monique Taylor with Pelican Real Estate says the homes are more af-fordable in Iberia. She normally sells real estate on the south side of La-fayette Parish, where she says the average price for a three-bedroom family home is near $225,000.
 Freelance writer Leah Richard contributed to this report.
 DAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDETHURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014 10
 BY LEAH RICHARD
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Apartments, condos and rental homes are
 readily available in New Iberia without much searching. The rent for the area has steadily been rising said prop-erty manager Johnny Romero.
 “I’m now getting $800 a month for what I used to rent for $450 a month just a few years ago.”
 The problem, he says, is buyers who have dif-ficulty selling their homes oftentimes turn to renting. Romero, who’s been dealing in real estate for four decades, says there is no shortage of renters willing to pay what the market will bear.
 Romero deals mostly in rental homes. He says the average rent for a two to three bedroom home could run anywhere from $800 to more than $1,800 depending on how large of a space is being rented. He said there are also quite a few mobile homes for rent in the
 area, which usually rent for much less than the average family home, around $650 a month.
 According to multiple online listings, a major-ity of homes available for rent are within the city limits of New Iberia. The same is true for apart-ments and condominiums.
 A new renter looking at a single-family home can expect to foot the bill for their utilities and sewer fees in New Iberia. Most of the listings with agents and websites take care to mention those charges are not included in the rent. The average rent for a two-bedroom apartment is near the price of renting a house at $800 a month. The main difference is sewer tends to be included in the rent, but utilities and cable are separate at various properties.
 There are many ways to find potential properties to rent here. Renters often turn to websites like The Daily Iberian classifi eds online that deal with the property owner instead of a prop-erty management team.
 Rental pricescontinue spiraling
 METROCREATIVECONNECTION.COM
 Homes being sold aren’t staying on the market as long now as 18 months ago.
 Many options for home buyers
 Mike & Mary Ellen Andrus
 367-1498 • 715 S. Lewis St., New Iberia
 XNLV
 2705
 6
 Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM or By Appointment
 FlooringLaminate • Carpet • Ceramic TileVinyl & Wood Flooring • Paint
 RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTORS WELCOME
 EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
 CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
 Welcome To Life On
 The Teche!
 XNLV151271
 NEWCOMERS GUIDE 2014
 MAY 24, 2014
 INSIDE• New Iberia: A crucible of creativity; salute to Blue Dog artist .....Page 3
 • Food: There’s nothing like our local cuisine ................................Page 12
 • School options abound: Public, private schools offer choices ......Page 14
 • Things to do: City, parish offerings for children & adults. ...........Pages 16 & 18www.iberianet.com
 XNLV151713
 Agents are licensed in the state of Louisiana
 Main Offi ce: 337-365-9700Located behind Community 1st
 Bank on Emile Verret Road @ Old Jeanerette Road
 Teche Ridge is a development of: Teche Ridge, LLC
 1101 E. Admiral Doyle • 365-9700New Iberia
 www.vaneatonromero.com
 Call Angela Scott at 337-380-6530 or Allen Duhe at 337-254-7812
 Home Construction
 Begins Summer 2014!
 Teche Ridge, a Traditional Neighborhood Development, will offer Iberia Parish residents the opportunity to live, work and play without ever leaving home. With shops, restaurants, parks and professional offi ces all within a short walking distance of each home, this unique community will afford its residents more time for leisure.
 Smart Growth.Buy. SmartIberia’s Traditional Neighborhood Development
 TECHERIDGE.COM
 15 04.24.14 NEWCOMER’S GUIDEDAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDE THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 201411
 20 04.24.14 NEWCOMER’S GUIDE
 SUPERMARKETWe Welcome You To Our Hometown New Iberia
 & So Much More!
 WEOFFER
 207 North Lewis • 365-1176 • 365-9886www.bilo-supermarket.com • Store Hours: Mon-Sun 7:00am-8:00pm XN
 LV14
 9790
 We Are
 Locally Owned
 & Operated
 • USDA Choice Meats• Groceries• Produce• Frozen Food• Dairy• Wine• Beer & Liquor• Fresh Sliced Deli Ham
 • Fully Cooked Brisket• Fresh Rotisserie Chicken• Hot French Bread• Stuffed Potatoes• BBQ Back Ribs• Pastries
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 INDEX■
 A HISTORICAL LOOK AT ‘NUEVA IBERIA’■
 A unique blend of European history sets New Iberia,
 or “Nueva Iberia,” apart from the rest of Acadi-ana.
 Founded in 1779 by Malaguenos colonists led by Col. Francisco Boulig-ny, the area became home to Spanish families whose descendents still carry their original names.
 Historian José Manuel de Molina, who spear-headed the twinning between New Iberia and Spanish city Alhaurin de la Torre in Malaga in 2011, said the Segura, Lopez, Migues, Romero and Prado families were early settlers of the area. The historian noted last names Viator and Gary originally were spelled Garrido and Villatoro.
 A port town then, New Iberia built its commerce on the Bayou Teche, which was accessible to merchants traveling by way of keelboats, fl atboats and schooners,
 according to South Loui-siana historian Glenn R. Conrad.
 Steamboats churned up and down the bayou car-rying cargo and travelers until the introduction of railroads in 1880.
 Iberia Parish was established in 1868 with New Iberia named as the parish seat. The city’s fi rst courthouse was built on the location presently known as Bouligny Plaza.
 Conrad said several of the city’s landmarks used by mariners can be seen today, including St. Peter’s Catholic Church, which was built in 1837.
 During the 19th century, the city lost much of its population to yellow fever.
 According to Conrad, every family lost at least one member to the disease.
 New Iberia residents also felt the brunt of the Civil War, which brought Union soldiers into the city.
 SEE SPANISH, PAGE 3
 The city courthouse is framed by stately live oak trees. The Bayou Teche, which
 fl ows behind the courthouse, was used for commerce in the city’s earliest days.
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Spanish first settled in N.I.
 AT A GLANCE■
 • NEW IBERIA was founded in 1779.
 • THIS LOCALE was settled by Spaniard Col. Francisco Bouligny.
 • THE CITY’S rst court-house was built after New Iberia was named the seat for Iberia Parish.
 XN
 LV15
 1789
 Life Is Great...Braces Make It Better!!!
 1100 Andre St. Ste 205
 [email protected]
 Open Monday-Friday
 Dr. Chris Feldman
 Call Now for your Complimentary
 Orthodontic Consultation
 Braces and InvisalignFor All Ages
 Insurance AcceptedAffordable Payment Options
 Tune Ups • Shocks • Brake JobsOil Changes • Batteries • Alignments
 AC WorkALL WHEEL ALIGNMENT
 Helps prevent early tire wear with computerized accuracy, plus we
 inspect steering/suspension.$59 Most Vehicles
 Parts and rear shims extra, if needed.
 SPECIALPRICE
 OIL CHANGE & FILTERFrequent, vital engine maintenance includes
 refill of up to 5 qts. of quality 5W 30 oil.$3599
 Most VehiclesPrice includes oil disposal fee and chassis lubrication (if applicable).
 4-TIRE ROTATION &WHEEL BALANCE
 For smoother ride & longer tire wear. Plus weinspect tire tread, air pressure, valve stems.
 $2999Most Vehicles
 • NO PAYMENT FOR 90 DAYS+• NO INTEREST FOR 90 DAYS+• NO ANNUAL FEE TIRE & SERVICE
 M-F 7:30 am - 5:00 pmSat 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon
 406 E. Admiral Doyle Dr. (Across from Catholic High) (337) 364-1746
 from Rayne. St. Upery, whose husband, Ricky, is president of The Bayou Bow-men, fi elded a telephone call April 16 from a Loreauville woman whose 8-year-old son wanted to get into organized archery shooting.
 St. Upery, manager at Magic Video for the past 32 years, has been in the archery club since 1994. She and her husband also are in a hunting lease in North Louisiana near Winnfi eld with another local bowhunting enthusiast, Mike O’Brien of New Iberia, she said.
 The Bayou Bowmen’s membership fee is $100 per year per family ($75 per indi-vidual), St. Upery said, noting members get access to the indoor range all year. The archery club’s indoor range is open to the public on Thursdays, she said.
 Archery club members also shoot outdoors at ranges in Baton Rouge and Shreveport, she said.
 The Bayou Bowmen also play host to
 state and national tournaments, such as the recent National Field Archery Association Sectionals. Ricky St. Upery shot a 600 over 109, which means he missed hitting in-side only 11 of the 120 X’s the size of a dime.
 “He’s good. He shoots well,” his wife said.
 Joining the archery club is especially attractive to parents of young children, she said, because the sport can keep boys and girls off the streets.
 St. Upery noted that at least four mem-bers of the Jeanerette Junior Hunter Education Club also shoot regularly with The Bayou Bowmen.
 Hadaway, who moved here from Alaska, where he went on bowhunting trips for caribou on the Alaska North Slope in 1992, said the archery range helps him stay on top of his game with a bow and arrow. The veteran bowhunter got a doe with a bow and arrow this past season in Texas.
 “I used to go every Thursday. When I was in, I used to go every week,” he said.
 APeaceful Resting Place Among The Christian Community. Holy Family offers traditional ground and
 tomb burial in attractive, well-maintainedsurroundings.In addition, many types ofcremation memorials are available.
 Whatever your choice of burial option,Holy Family serves you and your familyfully and completely. Each burial planincudes the burial space and perpetualcare. Cemetery services may be held in theindoor chapel in the main mausoleumwhich is air conditioned and heated foryear round comfort.
 Six Reasons why Pre Planning is Important
 1. Informed decisions are easierto make underless stressful conditions.
 2. It assures that yourwishes will be carried out.
 3. Difficult financial burdens are eased through thoughtful pre-need planning
 4. There are countless otherdifficult duties that demand immediate attention on the day of the bereavement.
 5. It eliminates desperate haste & unchangeabledecisions.
 6. It eliminates wrong decisions by well- meaning “friends & relatives.”
 HOLYFAMILYCEMETERY&MAUSOLEUM ForMore Information With No Obligation Contact Deacon Wade Broussard, Deacon Steve Vancleve, orJohn Manes
 2807 Curtis Lane, New Iberia, LACall forappointment 364-1663
 Serving TheCommunity For Over
 40YearsCommitment
 ToCaring
 WHYNOW? PROTECTION, CHOICE,TERMS, and PRICE and
 PEACE OF MIND
 OpenTo People Of AllReligious
 Faiths
 APlace Of Peace &Tranquility ToCalm The Soul &Lift The Spirit
 Private Estate Mausoleums
 DAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDE THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 20149
 ARCHERY: Bowhunters, other club members shoot at indoor rangeFROM PAGE 8
 SUBMITTED
 Archers shoot at their own inside range, above, at the Port of Iberia.
 337-365-9700
 1101E. Admiral DoyleNew Iberia
 www.vaneatonromero.com
 OVER THE TOPREAL ESTATE AGENTS
 Let us put our Knowledge andExperience to work for YOU!
 2012 Platinum Team Award$15.8 Million in Production in 2012
 IBERIA PARISH’S Top Residential TeamIBERIA PARISH’S TopListing and TopSelling Team
 Linell LinellChampagne Champagne
 337-254-8891 337-254-8891
 Rebekah RebekahMcGee McGee
 337-579-0333 337-579-0333
 LLynette ynetteBagala Bagala
 337-256-3300 337-256-3300
 Zonnie ZonnieLabry Labry
 337-256-2971 337-256-2971
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 BY KARMA CHAMPAGNE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Family traditions, good food and celebrations are all part of the
 distinct culture that sets the Teche Area apart from any other place in the country. As Cajuns often say — “No food? No fun!”
 Much of that culture is refl ected in the diverse cui-sine that revolves around the many ethnic groups that make the Teche Area world famous for its cuisine. The infl u-ence of the Spanish, French, Creole, African American and Indian makes the cuisine special, refl ecting on the dif-ferent ethnic groups that have migrated through the area.
 The indig-enous ingre-dients used by cooks of the Teche Area, har-vested from the bounty of the land and waters, coupled with the fun-loving people of South Louisiana, have set apart the dining experience from all others.
 “The cuisine of South Louisi-ana is unlike that of any other area of our country and takes
 its uniqueness from our Acadian ancestors.
 Though they were exiled
 from Nova
 Scotia with little be-long-ings,
 they brought
 with them a ‘Joie de
 Vivre’ or ‘Joy of Living,’ which was
 celebrated in religious, family and seasonal events,” said Catherine Wattigny, a longtime contributor to the Cajun Sugar Co-op and the
 Daily Iberian Cajun / Creole Cookbook and contributing col-umnist for The Daily Iberian Teche Life food section.
 “They created meals with what was on hand, and this new home provided them withfertile land for planting crops and raising farm animals, as well as seafood from its waters.”
 The result was a melting pot of gourmet food prepared with wild game, glistening sugar processed from the areas’ sugar cane fi eld, the freshest of local fruits and vegetables straight from the fi elds and succulent seafood. Locally made seasonings, spices and hot sauces all
 Seafood and more tantalize taste budsTHE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Boiled crawfi sh are favorites in and around New Iberia.
 SEE SEAFOOD, PAGE 13
 ■ BEST PLACE TO GET CAR REPAIRS
 1ST: Dugas Auto Repairs■ BEST REAL ESTATE1ST: Angela Scott (Van Eaton
 & Romero)■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MEN’S HAIRCUTS1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 WOMEN’S HAIRCUT1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 CHILD’S HAIRCUT1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MANICURE/PEDICURE1ST: Linda’s Nails■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
 1ST: Lowe’s Home Improve-ment
 ■ BEST PHARMACY1ST: L&M Pharmacy■ BEST CATERING SER-
 VICE1ST: Brent Dugas Catering■ BEST PLUMBING
 SERVICE1ST: Beano’s Plumbing■ BEST HEATING/AC
 SERVICE1ST: Fox A/C■ BEST PLACE TO WASH
 YOUR CAR OR TRUCK1ST: Get Wet Car Wash
 ■ BEST BANK TELLERS1ST: IberiaBank (Admiral
 Doyle Drive branch)■ BEST CHILDREN’S
 DAY CARE1ST: Cathy’s Day Care Center■ BEST GROCERY
 CHECKOUT SERVICE1ST: Bi-Lo Supermarket■ BEST DRY CLEANING
 SERVICE1ST: Derouen’s Cleaners■ BEST PLACE FOR
 TIRES/SERVICE1ST: Delta World Tire■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 FLOWERS1ST: Paul’s Flower & Plant Shop■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 OUTDOOR PLANTS1ST: Hebert’s Garden Center■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 CHILDREN’S CLOTHES1ST: For the Little Ones■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 APPLIANCES1ST: A&A Appliance Center■ BEST PLACE FOR APPLI-
 ANCE REPAIRS1ST: A&A Appliance Center■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SPORTING GOODS1ST: Lipari Sporting Goods
 and Specialties■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 FURNITURE1ST: Foti Furniture■ BEST AUTO MECHANIC1ST: Larry Louviere at Dugas
 Auto Repair■ BEST BOAT MECHANIC
 1ST: Carroll Perez at Perez Marine Service
 ■ BEST PLACE TO BUY JEWELRY
 1ST: Allain’s Jewelry■ BEST PET GROOMER1ST: Tammy Talley (Reaux’s
 Animal Clinic)■ BEST PLACE FOR PET
 CARE1ST: Reaux Animal Hospital■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRESH PRODUCE1ST: Super 1 Foods■ BEST PLACE FOR SPE-
 CIALTY MEATS1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SNOWBALLS1ST: Snowball Factory■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SANDWICH1ST: Subway Sandwiches■ BEST PLACE FOR PIZZA1ST: Paradise Pizza■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MEXICAN FOOD1ST: Tampico Restaurant■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SALAD BAR1ST: Ruby Tuesday’s ■ BEST PLACE FOR
 ASIAN FOOD1ST: Golden Wok■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SUSHI:1ST: Bojangles Sushi & Oyster
 Bar■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BARBECUE1ST: Bon Creole Seafood
 ■ BEST PLACE FOR HAMBURGER
 1ST: Duffy’s Diner ■ BEST PLACE FOR
 STEAK1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRIED CHICKEN1ST: Popeye’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 POBOYS1ST: Bon Creole Seafood■ BEST PLACE FOR
 DONUTS1ST: Meche’s Donuts■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BOILED SEAFOOD1ST: Jane’s Seafood & Chinese
 Restaurant■ BEST PLACE FOR PRE-
 PARED SEAFOOD1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST SEAFOOD MAR-
 KET1ST: Mike’s Seafood
 ■ BEST PLACE FOR RED BEANS & RICE
 1ST: Popeye’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 GUMBO1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRENCH BREAD1ST: LeJeune’s Bakery■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BOUDIN1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE FOR
 CRACKLINS1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE TO MEET
 FOR BREAKFAST1ST: Victor’s Cafeteria■ BEST PLACE FOR
 DESSERTS1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BUSINESS LUNCH1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 KIDS FOOD1ST: McDonald’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BUFFET1ST: Golden Wok■ BEST PLACE FOR
 HOMESTYLE COOKING1ST: Victor’s Cafeteria■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BAKERY ITEMS1ST: Super 1 Foods■ BEST PLACE FOR DINING
 ATMOSPHERE1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE TO GO
 DANCINGClementine Dining, Spirits &
 Catering■ BEST TECHE AREA
 FESTIVAL(Tie): Louisiana Sugar Cane Fes-
 tival and Fair; World Champion-ship Gumbo Cookoff
 ■ BEST PLACE TO PLAY GOLF
 Squirrel Run Golf Club
 Building A New Home Or Upgrading Old Appliances?
 Bestof theTeche
 Readers’ Favorites
 2013
 364-0495
 We Feature:
 www.aaappliancecenter.com
 Celebrating Over 67 Years In Business!
 Locally Owned & Operated
 XN
 LV15
 1790
 Go To A&A Appliance Center...they offer low price name brand
 products & the best service around!
 Protect your worldAuto • Home • Life • Retirement
 1550 E. Admiral DoyleNew [email protected]
 Jimmy Champagne337-365-0914
 7771
 8
 Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Insurance Co.. Life insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL, and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL. In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.
 Call me today to discuss your options.Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And the more of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.
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 BEST OF THE TECHE: THE ABRIDGED LIST■Each year, The Daily Iberian asks
 its readers to select the best people, places and things in its Best of the Teche publication. Here’s a sampling of No. 1s:
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YELLOWMAGENTA CYANBLACK
 early years.“I feel like I’m discover-
 ing him again,” Jacques Rodrigue said. “I just got a watercolor from 1968. It was a painting in Delcambre of a bunch of shrimp boats.”
 Rodrigue said he never knew his father painted with watercolors until the work arrived at the Foun-dation in New Orleans. The watercolor of the shrimp boats was typical of George Rodrigue, who was painting scenes from Cajun culture in the 1960s at a time no one else was.
 Typical, however, did not mean it lacked creativity. The Foundation’s director said one of the things that impressed him most about
 his father was the ability to keep things fresh. No matter how many times George Rodrigue painted his Blue Dog, he was able to keep it fresh for so many years.
 The person was just as impressive, though it wasn’t because George Rodrigue fi lled the room. He was “just George,” high school classmate John Pharr said after Rodrigue died in December.
 “We could talk to him like a regular guy, and we just thought it was phe-nomenal someone from New Iberia could achieve what he did,” Pharr said.
 His achievements included humanitarian aid, especially to New Or-leans following Hurricane
 Katrina’s devastation, and helping schools, like the grant the foundation gave
 to Episcopal Day School in Rodrigue’s hometown, af-ter it was selected to be in
 the Louisiana A+ Schools Program.
 School Head Kathleen O’Shaugh-nessy said the goal of the foundation’s program is to use artful thinking as tools to engage pupils in math, English, science and social studies.
 Yet, in all of George Rodrigue’s travels, meeting with
 heads of state and painting presidents and celebrities, Jacques Rodrigue said
 his father remained a man who never forgot his South Louisiana begin-nings.
 “He was so himself in any situation,” Jacques Rodriguesaid. “He was a guy from New Iberia who loved to have a good time. It didn’t matter who you were, he treated everyone the same.”
 The younger Rodrigue said his family was touched by the outpouring of condolences from peoplein New Iberia. So, too, was the family touched when downtown was dressed up with blue ribbons in honor of the artist who died aftera long bout with cancer.
 “I just want to publicly thank everyone for doing that for us,” Jacques Ro-drigue said.
 Available at participating offices. OBTP# B13696 ©2013 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
 We understand you don’t think about taxes all year – but we do. At H&R Block, we’re available year-round to discuss the tax implications of your life-changing events. From wedding bells, babies and new homes to medical issues and natural disasters, we’re here to put our expertise to work for you.
 HRBLOCK.COM
 WE’RE HEREALL YEAR – AT TAX TIME, OR ANYTIME.
 337-364-2150 1102 E Admiral Doyle Dr, New Iberia, LA 70560
 XNLV
 151768
 XNLV150912
 Call us at 364-1166
 1110 E. St. Peter St. New Iberia
 Mon-Fri 8am- 8pm Sat & Sun 9am-5pm
 A Great Alternative to the ER “Our providers have more than 50 years of experience”
 WALK-IN CLINIC & OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE
 From injury to illness, we do it all!Dr. Bee Well, Kenley Nonato, Clayt HulinFrank Garber, Riley Hulin
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 BLUE: The late George Rodrigue’s son is director of art foundationFROM PAGE 3
 The late George Rodrigue, a New Iberia native, paints in his studio in New Orleans. Rordigue’s ‘Blue Dog,’ shown above, became internation-ally known and a trademark of the artist.
 COURTESY OF GEORGE RODRIGUE FOUNDATION OF THE ARTS
 BY JEFF ZERINGUE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 An important part of building an art community is a
 support system, says lo-cal artist Paul Schexnay-der. That is an aspect of New Iberia that is help-ing to build its reputation as a city open to creative people and their talents.
 Many kinds of art are evident here, from the performance of musical groups that visit to the Iberia Performing Arts League, but the visual
 arts also are evident all around town.
 Schexnayder, a native of New Iberia, left for about eight years for college at LSU and a stint living on the East Coast. He was living in the Northeast before return-ing to the Queen City on the Teche, eventually opening the A&E Gallery at the corner of West St. Peter Street and Railroad Avenue.
 “Dialogue with other artists is so important,” Schexnayder said.
 Artists can critique
 each other’s work, talk about what techniques they use and feed off one another’s creativity, he said. Any kind of artist can participate in a group simply called The Artists
 Group, he said. Although his business often keeps him too busy to attend the monthly gatherings now, when he returned to
 BY JEFF ZERINGUE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Blue was the trademark color of one of New Iberia’s most famous sons. It’s also the color that describes how many family and friends might still feel four months after his passing.
 Artist George Rodrigue left his mark on his hometown and the world with his iconic Blue Dog, but he also left his George
 Rodrigue Foundation of the Arts that will continue to help students as they hope to reach the heights of fame this graduate of Catholic High School and University of Southwest-ern Louisiana, now the University of Louisiana at Lafayette did.
 Rodrigue’s son, Jacques, 32, is a lawyer who studied extensively the laws of intellectual trade. He also is executive director of the Foundation. Since his dad died, the younger Rodriguehas been going through the artist’s works, most recently some from the
 For all yourflowerneeds!
 Breaux’s Flowers1212 Center St. (Across from Freezo)
 364-6467 or 1-800-490-9935www.breauxsflowers.com
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 Conrad said the city was used by the Union to cut off supplies to Confeder-ates.
 Disease, war and a massive fi re ravaged the area with no signs of recovery until the railroad system was introduced in 1880. Lumber, sugar and cotton were easily exportable and provided a boost to the parish and the city’s economy. The oil and gas industry
 offered even more of a jump start to the region.
 New Iberia’s history has been per-manently displayed on bronze plaques throughout its historic district and at the Bayou Teche Museum.
 The city started getting in touch with its Spanish roots with the creation of the Spanish Heritage Festival held each November and with the creation of nonprofi t organization La Asociacion Espanola de Nueva Iberia Inc.
 SPANISH: Bronze plaquesFROM PAGE 2
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 Rodrigue
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 ArtWalks attract many people and artists, such as the artist and women, above, to participating stores in downtown New Iberia.
 SEE BLUE, PAGE 6
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 BY DANIEL HOLMES
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Promoting health, family enrichment, youth and elderly activities and just
 plain ole enjoying life all lie at the heart of programs at Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation sites, covering more than 400 acres of green space for use by local residents.
 And with spring kicking in, being followed by the summer months and waves of new folks migrating here for that “South-ern touch” of the lighter side of life, Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation Departments offer a bevy of activities to meet the recreational needs and wants of everyone, from the babies to the senior citizens.
 Recreation planners are
 gearing-up this year for their newest public free program, “Fun on the Run!” It’s a one-day event, held over six days, at six different recreation sites in New Iberia and Jeanerette. It’s basi-cally designed for children, but planners say that it promises to be a big hit with the adults, too.
 “It’s a program for kids and their families to come and spend a day of great fun,” said Kalyn Landry, Recreation Program coordinator at Wil-low Wood Park. She said the day (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) will be fi lled with fun, food, games, food trucks, fi eld day, water day, outdoor carnival, fi tness day and retro day, in addition to assortment of interesting activities that can include the entire family But you can call 365-6197, and Kalyn said she’ll
 be happy to tell anyone more about the department’s premier attraction this year. Or, you can get details on the newly established website, www.iberiarecreation.com.
 A cursory look at the pro-grams offered at the parish’s 14 park sites virtually eliminates just about every barrier for any young person who wants to take advantage of the numerous and varied recreational opportuni-ties throughout the parish.
 “And where there are still lingering defi ciencies, we’re working hard to eliminate them,” said Katie Landry, director of Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation.
 “Transportation is still some-what of an issue,” Landry said. “But it’s linked to our location. We serve, basically, rural commu-
 nities. Our moms work. Kids are at home. But if you can get them to us, they can stay with us all day.”
 “Everyone recreates in their own way,” she said. “And we’re trying to accommodate as many as we can, in as many ways as we can.”
 Katie Landry pointed out that the department’s baseline objective is to promote fi tness, being active, boost self-esteem and morale and instill in young people an appreciation for play, being engaged and being healthy physically and mentally.
 For young people, recreation program activities include soft-ball, baseball, soccer, football, swimming, basketball, vol-leyball, tennis, year-round day camp and summer programs.
 This year, for the fi rst time in
 the spring, Iberia Recreation and the Iberia Soccer Associa-tion have teamed-up to spot-light the 2014 Spring Youth Soc-cer Clinic. It’s the fi rst event of its kind for the department, open to persons ages 4 to 18. It will feature special instruc-tions for those interested in learning basic soccer skills.
 This instruction is designed for persons who have not played soccer but who want to learn its elementary skills.
 The Clinic will be conducted by Louisiana State Licensed Instructors. Clinic days are 9 a.m. to noon today and Friday. The site is Pepperplex on Su-crose Drive in New Iberia. The cost for this particular class activity is $20 per person. For more information, call Kalyn at 365-6197.
 Parish recreation program appeals to families
 the city by Mother Katharine Drexel, who was declared a saint by Pope John Paul II in 2000.
 It was run by the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, the religious order Mother Drexel founded. It was integrated in the 1970s with desegregation and became
 the kindergarten through third grade feeder school for Catholic High.
 It was led by the sisters until 2004, but day-to-day operations of the school “continue to focus on the school’s mission of ‘Living the Eucharistic Reality that All are One in Christ,’ ” according to the school’s website.
 St. Edward has more than 360 students who are taught by teachers under the di-
 rection of school principal Karen Bonin.Contact the school at 369-6764 for regis-
 tration information, or visit the website at www.saintedwardpandas.com. Registration information is under the “Admissions” tab.
 Epiphany Day School was founded in 1982 by members of the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany in New Iberia to “offer a challenging curriculum within a Chris-tian environment to young students,” ac-cording to the school’s website.
 The school serves more than 150 students in grades pre-kindergarten through fi fth. The school prepares its students for grades six through 12 at the Episcopal School of Acadiana in Cade.
 Visit the school’s website at www.eds-ni.com or call Kathleen O’Shaughnessy, head of school, at 364-6841 for more information about admissions.
 Assembly Christian School was estab-lished in 1984 by First Assembly of God, said Nancy Richard, dean of secondary educa-tion. The fi rst year, classes were held in the cafeteria in the church building. Now the school has about 315 students a year from
 grades pre-kindergarten three to 12.Assembly Christian School offers a
 Christian-based education to families,Richard said, and now is an outreach ofthe church, Assembly Christian Center.
 The school has chapels every month andteaches the Bible every day, Richard said.
 Visit http://www.acsni.net/#/home/admissions or call 364-4340 for more in-formation about admissions.
 Highland Baptist Christian School wasfounded in 1996 by the Highland BaptistChurch to provide students in the NewIberia area with an excellent educationand the opportunity to know Christ, saidschool counselor Deanne Denton.
 The school averages about 500 studentsa year, Denton said, and still is a placewhere the faculty, staff and students areclosely connected.
 “It still is a family-type atmosphere,” Den-ton said. “We’re still able to invest in ourstudents at that level. We’re able to provideacademic excellence but really able toprovide them with spiritual guidance.”
 Call the school offi ce at 364-2273.
 value of the program,” Henderson said. “Many have gone on and expanded their studies. It’s amazing that the students were able to test out of two French programs.”
 Henderson said the program not only provides an academic benefi t, but also a cultural benefi t, and it provides stu-dents with an “excellent foundation.”
 “The time to learn that second lan-guage is in the early years,” Henderson said. “It’s an opportunity for kids and parents to take advantage of something that is really a unique experience.”
 The Iberia Parish Career Center attracts high school students from the fi ve high schools in the area. It offers programs and courses for careers or education. It also offers industry-based certifi cations, state-approved skills certifi cations and dual enrollment with post-secondary educa-tional institutions in many classes.
 Courses offered include auto body re-pair, early childhood education, custom sewing, emergency responder, nursing, welding, carpentry and many more.
 “The Iberia Parish Career Center is the jewel of the school system,” Henderson
 said. “It’s our career and technical educa-tion center and offers opportunities for kids in the area of career and tech ed that just are unmatched.”
 To register for pre-kindergarten, a child must be 4 years old on or before Sept. 30. To sign up for kindergarten, your child must be 5 years old on or before Sept. 30.
 Kindergarten is mandatory for chil-dren. Pre-k is based on required qualifi -cations and guidelines.
 French Immersion Class at North Lewis Elementary School is available to all kindergarten students, regardless of zone. Parents interested in the immersion class should contact North Lewis Elemen-tary Principal Tim Rosamond at 369-6132.
 Required documents for registration in-clude a state-issued birth certifi cate, Social Security card, immunization record and proof of residence (utility bill, such as gas, water or telephone). Parents or guardians of pre-k students also must show proof of household income (check stubs).
 For more information about registra-tion, contact the public school where you are zoned, Roger Hamilton at 365-2341 or Pamela F. Landry, Jennifer Joseph or Rebecca Allain at 364-7641.
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 PRIVATE: Catholic, Assembly of God, Episcopalian, Baptist represented
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YELLOW MAGENTACYAN BLACK
 his home parish, partici-pating in the group was a big help.
 Darnelle Delcambre teaches beginners at Schexnayder’s gallery, as well as giving private les-sons at home. The Jeaner-ette native said she belongs to L’ Acadien Art Guild, which meets monthly for artists to view each other’s work and offer critiques.
 “I started painting when I retired,” Delcam-bre said. That was 2001, when she started with watercolors.
 Delcambre has enjoyed the guild, but she also enjoys the opportunity to show and sell her works
 through events like the New Iberia ArtWalk, a semi-an-nual event sponsored by the city of New Iberia through its Main Street Program. For three hours on a Sat-urday, in the fall and in the spring, artists of all kinds line Main Street and set up in galleries for the public to view and, if inspired, buy art work.
 The art walk event can give a boost to artists’ pocketbooks, too, said Jane Braud, director of the Main Street Program, because the city offi cially has designated cultural districts.
 “If you’re a recognized cul-tural district, which we have two, then artists who sell their work, are exempt from sales taxes,” Braud said.
 A support system and sales tax breaks are good, but Braud said the pictur-esque Bayou Teche and its surroundings also draw artists from all over the country. The lifelong resi-dent of New Iberia said it wasn’t until she was almost 30 before she realized how much Iberia had to offer.
 “I guess if you live here and are accustomed to seeing it. You don’t appre-ciate what we have here,” she said.
 Delcambre agreed that the scenery in and around New Iberia is a natural draw for visual artists, but it also holds potential for a “plein air,” or open air, art exhibit like some cities hold on the East Coast that is a
 contest for the artists. The artists could win cash prizes.
 Until New Iberia advances to that level,
 Chestee Harrington, who does three-dimensional art work, including the use of wood, said New Iberia will continue to
 be a “crucible of creativity.” Harrington was born and raised in New Iberia, but spent about 30 years away from Iberia. She has more than 50 one-woman shows of her work since she began showing in 1968. But she has returned to New Iberia and is living near the place where she grew up.
 “It was time to have a home
 base,” she said.And that place is where
 many visual artists also can fi nd a home.
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 Artists and onlookers admire the many types of art at an ArtWalk.
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 BY DANIEL HOLMES
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 New Iberia Parks and Recreation Department features more than its
 15 parks throughout the city, where people, and some ani-mals, come to “chill out.” It’s also a special kind of partner-ship, “a team effort,” between the Recreation Department and New Iberians, promoting health, fun and family.
 And the department features a slate of programs and activi-ties for adults and seniors that is impressive, comprehensive and inexpensive.
 “The best way for New Iberi-ans to fi nd out how their taxes are being used is to come to the Recreation Department,” said Tony Migues, superin-
 tendent of New Iberia Parks and Recreation. He said the “tax dollars — about a mil-lion plus — run this place.” But the total cost of what the department does far beyond the million-dollar budget. Migues indicated that the operational cost for what the department does for youth and adults rises to much more. But those costs are borne by the personal contributions and in-kind services provided by private citizens.
 “The community is getting more involved in the develop-ment, support and costs of many of the programs we of-fer,” he said.
 For instance, Migues ex-plained that a $200,000 play-ground was built and com-pletely paid for by the citizens
 of New Iberia. Additionally, he said, a $9,000 dog park got built. And “it didn’t cost the city a penny.”
 “The citizens are getting involved with helping the rec-reation department achieve what we’re doing, as a depart-ment,” Migues said. “It’s a team effort.”
 He said much of the parks’ resurfacing costs were borne by private citizens. The boat dock they’re building right now is being funded by a $300,000 grant from the state of Louisi-ana and the goodwill of private citizens of New Iberia.
 City Park features a wide range of programs and activities tai-lored for adults and seniors. The list includes yoga, zumba, adult winter basketball, adult fl ag foot-ball (fall), adult soccer (spring),
 adult softball (fall), adult spring and summer softball, coed soft-ball, a fi tness center, Council on Aging dances, Acadian Ball Park baseball scouting activi-ties and swimming. There is a skateboard park for enthu-siasts who go for that type of enjoyment and entertainment. And there is a program, called “Guard,” in which youth may train to be lifeguards.
 The pool is open for public use Wednesday through Satur-day, 2-4 p.m. The pool can also be rented for after-school pro-grams or special events: $135 to use the entire pool; $75 for half pool; and $80 for splash pad.
 The summer camp is open for children ages 6-12, fi ve days a week (Monday through Friday), 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the cost of $75 per week. This program
 is especially attractive for parents who work and want to leave their children in a fun, educational and safe environ-ment.
 “Children are our most im-portant investment, our future. And we’ve got to take care of that investment,” Migues said. “In a way, the Recreation De-partment is doing a lot to help our kids.”
 “Our seniors,” he said, “are coming out more to walk, dance, do games and participate in social events. They want to live life. They want to volunteer. Theywant to make a difference.”
 To register or get more information about any of the programs or activities, call 369-2337, or fi nd the department on the website, www.cityofnewibe-ria.com.
 Parks, programs offer recreation in the city
 We Have The Experience To GiveYou The Quality You Expect!
 XNLV
 150763
 New Store Hours:
 FRESH ROTISSERIE CHICKEN & FRESH SLICED DELI HAMEXCHANGES
 Sunday BBQ CHICKEN, PORK CHOPS, T-BONES, RIBEYES, FRESH SAUSAGE, PORK STEAKS, BABY BACK RIBS.
 ALL DINNERS SERVED WITH: RICE DRESSING, POTATO SALAD, BEANS & BUN. “STOP BY AND VISIT EVERY
 SUNDAY AND PICK UP YOUR BBQ DINNER!”
 KING CAKES
 ~Fresh Pastries ~ Money OrdersWe Accept Food Stamps
 Welcome!
 US Hwy 90 to Exit LA Hwy 83 1-800-284-4386
 CypressBayou.com
 Management reserves the right to cancel or modify any promotion without notice. Must be 21 to enter gaming and entertainment venues.
 Game Responsibly. Need Help? Call (877) 770-STOP (7867).
 It’s time you get lucky!
 better entertainment.
 more tables.
 great cuisine.
 exciting slots.
 15 04.24.14 NEWCOMER’S GUIDEDAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDETHURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014 17

Page 5
                        

YELLOWMAGENTA CYANBLACK
 his home parish, partici-pating in the group was a big help.
 Darnelle Delcambre teaches beginners at Schexnayder’s gallery, as well as giving private les-sons at home. The Jeaner-ette native said she belongs to L’ Acadien Art Guild, which meets monthly for artists to view each other’s work and offer critiques.
 “I started painting when I retired,” Delcam-bre said. That was 2001, when she started with watercolors.
 Delcambre has enjoyed the guild, but she also enjoys the opportunity to show and sell her works
 through events like the New Iberia ArtWalk, a semi-an-nual event sponsored by the city of New Iberia through its Main Street Program. For three hours on a Sat-urday, in the fall and in the spring, artists of all kinds line Main Street and set up in galleries for the public to view and, if inspired, buy art work.
 The art walk event can give a boost to artists’ pocketbooks, too, said Jane Braud, director of the Main Street Program, because the city offi cially has designated cultural districts.
 “If you’re a recognized cul-tural district, which we have two, then artists who sell their work, are exempt from sales taxes,” Braud said.
 A support system and sales tax breaks are good, but Braud said the pictur-esque Bayou Teche and its surroundings also draw artists from all over the country. The lifelong resi-dent of New Iberia said it wasn’t until she was almost 30 before she realized how much Iberia had to offer.
 “I guess if you live here and are accustomed to seeing it. You don’t appre-ciate what we have here,” she said.
 Delcambre agreed that the scenery in and around New Iberia is a natural draw for visual artists, but it also holds potential for a “plein air,” or open air, art exhibit like some cities hold on the East Coast that is a
 contest for the artists. The artists could win cash prizes.
 Until New Iberia advances to that level,
 Chestee Harrington, who does three-dimensional art work, including the use of wood, said New Iberia will continue to
 be a “crucible of creativity.” Harrington was born and raised in New Iberia, but spent about 30 years away from Iberia. She has more than 50 one-woman shows of her work since she began showing in 1968. But she has returned to New Iberia and is living near the place where she grew up.
 “It was time to have a home
 base,” she said.And that place is where
 many visual artists also can fi nd a home.
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 Artists and onlookers admire the many types of art at an ArtWalk.
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 BY DANIEL HOLMES
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 New Iberia Parks and Recreation Department features more than its
 15 parks throughout the city, where people, and some ani-mals, come to “chill out.” It’s also a special kind of partner-ship, “a team effort,” between the Recreation Department and New Iberians, promoting health, fun and family.
 And the department features a slate of programs and activi-ties for adults and seniors that is impressive, comprehensive and inexpensive.
 “The best way for New Iberi-ans to fi nd out how their taxes are being used is to come to the Recreation Department,” said Tony Migues, superin-
 tendent of New Iberia Parks and Recreation. He said the “tax dollars — about a mil-lion plus — run this place.” But the total cost of what the department does far beyond the million-dollar budget. Migues indicated that the operational cost for what the department does for youth and adults rises to much more. But those costs are borne by the personal contributions and in-kind services provided by private citizens.
 “The community is getting more involved in the develop-ment, support and costs of many of the programs we of-fer,” he said.
 For instance, Migues ex-plained that a $200,000 play-ground was built and com-pletely paid for by the citizens
 of New Iberia. Additionally, he said, a $9,000 dog park got built. And “it didn’t cost the city a penny.”
 “The citizens are getting involved with helping the rec-reation department achieve what we’re doing, as a depart-ment,” Migues said. “It’s a team effort.”
 He said much of the parks’ resurfacing costs were borne by private citizens. The boat dock they’re building right now is being funded by a $300,000 grant from the state of Louisi-ana and the goodwill of private citizens of New Iberia.
 City Park features a wide range of programs and activities tai-lored for adults and seniors. The list includes yoga, zumba, adult winter basketball, adult fl ag foot-ball (fall), adult soccer (spring),
 adult softball (fall), adult spring and summer softball, coed soft-ball, a fi tness center, Council on Aging dances, Acadian Ball Park baseball scouting activi-ties and swimming. There is a skateboard park for enthu-siasts who go for that type of enjoyment and entertainment. And there is a program, called “Guard,” in which youth may train to be lifeguards.
 The pool is open for public use Wednesday through Satur-day, 2-4 p.m. The pool can also be rented for after-school pro-grams or special events: $135 to use the entire pool; $75 for half pool; and $80 for splash pad.
 The summer camp is open for children ages 6-12, fi ve days a week (Monday through Friday), 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the cost of $75 per week. This program
 is especially attractive for parents who work and want to leave their children in a fun, educational and safe environ-ment.
 “Children are our most im-portant investment, our future. And we’ve got to take care of that investment,” Migues said. “In a way, the Recreation De-partment is doing a lot to help our kids.”
 “Our seniors,” he said, “are coming out more to walk, dance, do games and participate in social events. They want to live life. They want to volunteer. Theywant to make a difference.”
 To register or get more information about any of the programs or activities, call 369-2337, or fi nd the department on the website, www.cityofnewibe-ria.com.
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 early years.“I feel like I’m discover-
 ing him again,” Jacques Rodrigue said. “I just got a watercolor from 1968. It was a painting in Delcambre of a bunch of shrimp boats.”
 Rodrigue said he never knew his father painted with watercolors until the work arrived at the Foun-dation in New Orleans. The watercolor of the shrimp boats was typical of George Rodrigue, who was painting scenes from Cajun culture in the 1960s at a time no one else was.
 Typical, however, did not mean it lacked creativity. The Foundation’s director said one of the things that impressed him most about
 his father was the ability to keep things fresh. No matter how many times George Rodrigue painted his Blue Dog, he was able to keep it fresh for so many years.
 The person was just as impressive, though it wasn’t because George Rodrigue fi lled the room. He was “just George,” high school classmate John Pharr said after Rodrigue died in December.
 “We could talk to him like a regular guy, and we just thought it was phe-nomenal someone from New Iberia could achieve what he did,” Pharr said.
 His achievements included humanitarian aid, especially to New Or-leans following Hurricane
 Katrina’s devastation, and helping schools, like the grant the foundation gave
 to Episcopal Day School in Rodrigue’s hometown, af-ter it was selected to be in
 the Louisiana A+ Schools Program.
 School Head Kathleen O’Shaugh-nessy said the goal of the foundation’s program is to use artful thinking as tools to engage pupils in math, English, science and social studies.
 Yet, in all of George Rodrigue’s travels, meeting with
 heads of state and painting presidents and celebrities, Jacques Rodrigue said
 his father remained a man who never forgot his South Louisiana begin-nings.
 “He was so himself in any situation,” Jacques Rodriguesaid. “He was a guy from New Iberia who loved to have a good time. It didn’t matter who you were, he treated everyone the same.”
 The younger Rodrigue said his family was touched by the outpouring of condolences from peoplein New Iberia. So, too, was the family touched when downtown was dressed up with blue ribbons in honor of the artist who died aftera long bout with cancer.
 “I just want to publicly thank everyone for doing that for us,” Jacques Ro-drigue said.
 Available at participating offices. OBTP# B13696 ©2013 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
 We understand you don’t think about taxes all year – but we do. At H&R Block, we’re available year-round to discuss the tax implications of your life-changing events. From wedding bells, babies and new homes to medical issues and natural disasters, we’re here to put our expertise to work for you.
 HRBLOCK.COM
 WE’RE HEREALL YEAR – AT TAX TIME, OR ANYTIME.
 337-364-21501102 E Admiral Doyle Dr, New Iberia, LA 70560
 XNLV
 1517
 68
 XNLV150912
 Call us at 364-1166
 1110 E. St. Peter St. New Iberia
 Mon-Fri 8am- 8pm Sat & Sun 9am-5pm
 A Great Alternative to the ER “Our providers have more than 50 years of experience”
 WALK-IN CLINIC & OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE
 From injury to illness, we do it all!Dr. Bee Well, Kenley Nonato, Clayt Hulin Frank Garber, Riley Hulin
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 BLUE: The late George Rodrigue’s son is director of art foundationFROM PAGE 3
 The late George Rodrigue, a New Iberia native, paints in his studio in New Orleans. Rordigue’s ‘Blue Dog,’ shown above, became internation-ally known and a trademark of the artist.
 COURTESY OF GEORGE RODRIGUE FOUNDATION OF THE ARTS
 BY JEFF ZERINGUE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 An important part of building an art community is a
 support system, says lo-cal artist Paul Schexnay-der. That is an aspect of New Iberia that is help-ing to build its reputation as a city open to creative people and their talents.
 Many kinds of art are evident here, from the performance of musical groups that visit to the Iberia Performing Arts League, but the visual
 arts also are evident all around town.
 Schexnayder, a native of New Iberia, left for about eight years for college at LSU and a stint living on the East Coast. He was living in the Northeast before return-ing to the Queen City on the Teche, eventually opening the A&E Gallery at the corner of West St. Peter Street and Railroad Avenue.
 “Dialogue with other artists is so important,” Schexnayder said.
 Artists can critique
 each other’s work, talk about what techniques they use and feed off one another’s creativity, he said. Any kind of artist can participate in a group simply called The Artists
 Group, he said. Although his business often keeps him too busy to attend the monthly gatherings now, when he returned to
 BY JEFF ZERINGUE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Blue was the trademark color of one of New Iberia’s most famous sons. It’s also the color that describes how many family and friends might still feel four months after his passing.
 Artist George Rodrigue left his mark on his hometown and the world with his iconic Blue Dog, but he also left his George
 Rodrigue Foundation of the Arts that will continue to help students as they hope to reach the heights of fame this graduate of Catholic High School and University of Southwest-ern Louisiana, now the University of Louisiana at Lafayette did.
 Rodrigue’s son, Jacques, 32, is a lawyer who studied extensively the laws of intellectual trade. He also is executive director of the Foundation. Since his dad died, the younger Rodriguehas been going through the artist’s works, most recently some from the
 For all yourflowerneeds!
 Breaux’s Flowers 1212 Center St. (Across from Freezo)364-6467 or 1-800-490-9935www.breauxsflowers.com
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 Conrad said the city was used by the Union to cut off supplies to Confeder-ates.
 Disease, war and a massive fi re ravaged the area with no signs of recovery until the railroad system was introduced in 1880. Lumber, sugar and cotton were easily exportable and provided a boost to the parish and the city’s economy. The oil and gas industry
 offered even more of a jump start to the region.
 New Iberia’s history has been per-manently displayed on bronze plaques throughout its historic district and at the Bayou Teche Museum.
 The city started getting in touch with its Spanish roots with the creation of the Spanish Heritage Festival held each November and with the creation of nonprofi t organization La Asociacion Espanola de Nueva Iberia Inc.
 SPANISH: Bronze plaquesFROM PAGE 2
 Art? New Iberiahas beau coupexamples here
 Color N.I. ‘Blue’ after artist’s death
 SEE ART, PAGE 4
 Rodrigue
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 ArtWalks attract many people and artists, such as the artist and women, above, to participating stores in downtown New Iberia.
 SEE BLUE, PAGE 6
 YOU CAN QUOTE MEON THAT
 CLAIM SERVICE SO GOOD IT’S GUARANTEED
 401 East St. Peter StreetNew [email protected]
 Call or stop by for a free quote.
 Wendy Lacour337-365-8156
 77781
 Introducing the Claim Satisfaction Guarantee.I hope you never have a car accident. But if you do, it’s nice to know you’ll be happy with your claim experience. Guaranteed. If not, you’ll get a six-month credit on your premium. Sound good? Call me today.
 Subject to terms, conditions, and availability for a limited time on standard auto policies (and all TX auto policies). Premium credit will vary based upon vehicle involved and term of underlying policy. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co. Northbrook, IL © 2012 Allstate Insurance Co.
 Fortunately, there’s the Advanced Wound Center at Iberia Medical Center.Hard-to-heal wounds demand advanced care. At the Advanced Wound Center, we use cutting edge treatments, hyperbaric oxygen therapy and sophisticated case management to help patients with chronic wounds heal faster. And when wounds heal, lives improve. For more information, please call the Advanced Wound Center at Iberia Medical Center today.
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 BY DANIEL HOLMES
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Promoting health, family enrichment, youth and elderly activities and just
 plain ole enjoying life all lie at the heart of programs at Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation sites, covering more than 400 acres of green space for use by local residents.
 And with spring kicking in, being followed by the summer months and waves of new folks migrating here for that “South-ern touch” of the lighter side of life, Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation Departments offer a bevy of activities to meet the recreational needs and wants of everyone, from the babies to the senior citizens.
 Recreation planners are
 gearing-up this year for their newest public free program, “Fun on the Run!” It’s a one-day event, held over six days, at six different recreation sites in New Iberia and Jeanerette. It’s basi-cally designed for children, but planners say that it promises to be a big hit with the adults, too.
 “It’s a program for kids and their families to come and spend a day of great fun,” said Kalyn Landry, Recreation Program coordinator at Wil-low Wood Park. She said the day (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) will be fi lled with fun, food, games, food trucks, fi eld day, water day, outdoor carnival, fi tness day and retro day, in addition to assortment of interesting activities that can include the entire family But you can call 365-6197, and Kalyn said she’ll
 be happy to tell anyone more about the department’s premier attraction this year. Or, you can get details on the newly established website, www.iberiarecreation.com.
 A cursory look at the pro-grams offered at the parish’s 14 park sites virtually eliminates just about every barrier for any young person who wants to take advantage of the numerous and varied recreational opportuni-ties throughout the parish.
 “And where there are still lingering defi ciencies, we’re working hard to eliminate them,” said Katie Landry, director of Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation.
 “Transportation is still some-what of an issue,” Landry said. “But it’s linked to our location. We serve, basically, rural commu-
 nities. Our moms work. Kids are at home. But if you can get them to us, they can stay with us all day.”
 “Everyone recreates in their own way,” she said. “And we’re trying to accommodate as many as we can, in as many ways as we can.”
 Katie Landry pointed out that the department’s baseline objective is to promote fi tness, being active, boost self-esteem and morale and instill in young people an appreciation for play, being engaged and being healthy physically and mentally.
 For young people, recreation program activities include soft-ball, baseball, soccer, football, swimming, basketball, vol-leyball, tennis, year-round day camp and summer programs.
 This year, for the fi rst time in
 the spring, Iberia Recreation and the Iberia Soccer Associa-tion have teamed-up to spot-light the 2014 Spring Youth Soc-cer Clinic. It’s the fi rst event of its kind for the department, open to persons ages 4 to 18. It will feature special instruc-tions for those interested in learning basic soccer skills.
 This instruction is designed for persons who have not played soccer but who want to learn its elementary skills.
 The Clinic will be conducted by Louisiana State Licensed Instructors. Clinic days are 9 a.m. to noon today and Friday. The site is Pepperplex on Su-crose Drive in New Iberia. The cost for this particular class activity is $20 per person. For more information, call Kalyn at 365-6197.
 Parish recreation program appeals to families
 the city by Mother Katharine Drexel, who was declared a saint by Pope John Paul II in 2000.
 It was run by the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, the religious order Mother Drexel founded. It was integrated in the 1970s with desegregation and became
 the kindergarten through third grade feeder school for Catholic High.
 It was led by the sisters until 2004, but day-to-day operations of the school “continue to focus on the school’s mission of ‘Living the Eucharistic Reality that All are One in Christ,’ ” according to the school’s website.
 St. Edward has more than 360 students who are taught by teachers under the di-
 rection of school principal Karen Bonin.Contact the school at 369-6764 for regis-
 tration information, or visit the website at www.saintedwardpandas.com. Registration information is under the “Admissions” tab.
 Epiphany Day School was founded in 1982 by members of the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany in New Iberia to “offer a challenging curriculum within a Chris-tian environment to young students,” ac-cording to the school’s website.
 The school serves more than 150 students in grades pre-kindergarten through fi fth. The school prepares its students for grades six through 12 at the Episcopal School of Acadiana in Cade.
 Visit the school’s website at www.eds-ni.com or call Kathleen O’Shaughnessy, head of school, at 364-6841 for more information about admissions.
 Assembly Christian School was estab-lished in 1984 by First Assembly of God, said Nancy Richard, dean of secondary educa-tion. The fi rst year, classes were held in the cafeteria in the church building. Now the school has about 315 students a year from
 grades pre-kindergarten three to 12.Assembly Christian School offers a
 Christian-based education to families,Richard said, and now is an outreach ofthe church, Assembly Christian Center.
 The school has chapels every month andteaches the Bible every day, Richard said.
 Visit http://www.acsni.net/#/home/admissions or call 364-4340 for more in-formation about admissions.
 Highland Baptist Christian School wasfounded in 1996 by the Highland BaptistChurch to provide students in the NewIberia area with an excellent educationand the opportunity to know Christ, saidschool counselor Deanne Denton.
 The school averages about 500 studentsa year, Denton said, and still is a placewhere the faculty, staff and students areclosely connected.
 “It still is a family-type atmosphere,” Den-ton said. “We’re still able to invest in ourstudents at that level. We’re able to provideacademic excellence but really able toprovide them with spiritual guidance.”
 Call the school offi ce at 364-2273.
 value of the program,” Henderson said. “Many have gone on and expanded their studies. It’s amazing that the students were able to test out of two French programs.”
 Henderson said the program not only provides an academic benefi t, but also a cultural benefi t, and it provides stu-dents with an “excellent foundation.”
 “The time to learn that second lan-guage is in the early years,” Henderson said. “It’s an opportunity for kids and parents to take advantage of something that is really a unique experience.”
 The Iberia Parish Career Center attracts high school students from the fi ve high schools in the area. It offers programs and courses for careers or education. It also offers industry-based certifi cations, state-approved skills certifi cations and dual enrollment with post-secondary educa-tional institutions in many classes.
 Courses offered include auto body re-pair, early childhood education, custom sewing, emergency responder, nursing, welding, carpentry and many more.
 “The Iberia Parish Career Center is the jewel of the school system,” Henderson
 said. “It’s our career and technical educa-tion center and offers opportunities for kids in the area of career and tech ed that just are unmatched.”
 To register for pre-kindergarten, a child must be 4 years old on or before Sept. 30. To sign up for kindergarten, your child must be 5 years old on or before Sept. 30.
 Kindergarten is mandatory for chil-dren. Pre-k is based on required qualifi -cations and guidelines.
 French Immersion Class at North Lewis Elementary School is available to all kindergarten students, regardless of zone. Parents interested in the immersion class should contact North Lewis Elemen-tary Principal Tim Rosamond at 369-6132.
 Required documents for registration in-clude a state-issued birth certifi cate, Social Security card, immunization record and proof of residence (utility bill, such as gas, water or telephone). Parents or guardians of pre-k students also must show proof of household income (check stubs).
 For more information about registra-tion, contact the public school where you are zoned, Roger Hamilton at 365-2341 or Pamela F. Landry, Jennifer Joseph or Rebecca Allain at 364-7641.
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 PUBLIC: Kindergarten mandatory
 PRIVATE: Catholic, Assembly of God, Episcopalian, Baptist represented
 FROM PAGE 14
 FROM PAGE 14
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 Here’s a sampling of major festivals in Iberia Parish:
 ■ FESTIVAL OF OAKS, New Iberia City Park, third Saturday in March.
 ■ LAOTIAN NEW YEAR, Lanexang Village (Coteau), Easter weekend.
 ■ HOT SAUCE FESTI-VAL, SugArena Fairgrounds, second weekend in April.
 ■ GRILLIN’ IN THE Park, New Iberia City Park, usually the last Sunday in April.
 ■ DELCAMBRE SHRIMP FESTIVAL, Aug. 13-17, Shrimp Festival Building, Delcambre, http://www.shrimpfestival.net/.
 ■ LYDIA CAJUN FOOD Festival, Sept. 12-13, Weeks Park, Lydia, http://www.lydiacan-cerassociation.org/
 Food%20Fest.html.
 ■ FRENCH CAJUN MUSIC Festival, Cyr-Gates
 Community Center, New Iberia City Park, Sept. 20.
 ■ LOUISIANA SUGAR CANE Fair & Festival, Sept. 24-28. New Iberia, http://www.hisugar.org/.
 ■ WORLD CHAMPION-SHIP GUMBO Cookoff, Oct. 10-12, downtown New Iberia, http://www.iberiacham-ber.org/gumbo-cookoff.
 ■ JEANERETTE MUSEUM DAY Live, Jeanerette Museum, third Saturday in October.
 ■ GREAT CHILI CHAL-LENGE, rst Saturday in November.
 ■ EL FESTIVAL ESPA-NOL de Nueva Iberia, third weekend of November.
 ■ CHRISTMAS ON THE Bayou, Delcambre, second weekend of December.
 — Schedules may vary. Go to the Iberia Parish Convention & Vistor’s Bureau website www.iberiatravel.com.
 1106 Center Street365-2326
 • Gumbo• Seafood Platter• Crawfish Etouffee• Baby Back Ribs• Shrimp Stew• Shrimp & Corn Chowder• Sandwiches• Kids Meals• Low Carb/Sugar Busters Menu• Classic Desserts• and much much more!
 50’sStyleDiner
 Duffy’s DinerCruise in for a variety
 of seafood dinners
 Dine In or Take Out
 Open Monday Thru Saturday
 Old FashionedSoda“Enjoy a taste
 of the 50’s”
 WALET’S
 HARDWARE
 524 Washington Street
 364-7486
 Old Tyme
 PlumbingHardwareThe Doctor
 Is In!
 Serving New Iberia Since 1945
 Ask Us We Know!
 Why Replace It!! Let Us Rebuild It. Hard to find items • Everyday Items
 The store may be old, but we stay up with the present day needs.Try Us!! You’ll Like Us.
 Step Into The Past Where People Care!
 New Iberia
 367-1171
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 Some folks just moving to town need a little help set-tling in and getting to know whom to contact to get the basics turned on or switched over. Here's a list we hope you'll nd helpful.
 ■ ELECTRICITY: Cleco at 1015 Progress St.,call 1-800-622-6537 or go to the website www.cleco.com; call Entergy at 1-800-368-3749 or go to the website www.entergy-louisiana.com; call SLEMCO at (337) 896-5384 or go to the website www.slemco.com.
 ■ NATURAL GAS: CenterPoint at 2500 Louisiana 14 (Center Street), call customer service at 1-800-477-0177 or go to the website www.centerpointenergy.com; or call Atmos at 1-888-286-6700 or go to the website www.atmosenergy.com.
 ■ MAIL: U.S. Postal Service at 1-800-ASKUSPS or www.usps.com.
 ■ WATER: LAWCO at 448 E. Main St., (337) 365-0002 or go to the website www.louisianawater.com.
 ■ CABLE: Cox Communications at 1017 Progress St., call (337) 369-9060 or go to the website ww2.cox.com/residential/home.cox; or Suddenlink, go to the website suddenlink.com.
 ■ AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION: Department of Motor Vehicles, 1613 E.
 Main St., call (337) 373-0054 or go to the website https://omv.dps.state.la.us.
 ■ VOTING: Iberia Parish Reg-istrar of Voters at Iberia Parish Courthouse, 300 Iberia St., (337) 369-4407.
 ■ NEWSPAPER: The Daily Iberian, 926 E. Main St., call (337) 365-6773 or go to the website www.iberianet.com.
 GETTING THINGS STARTED■
 SETTLED IN? HAVE SOME FUN■
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 BY MCKENZIE WOMACK
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 The Iberia Parish public school system will experience a number of positive changes in
 the coming months and years, after voters passed a $50 million bond proposition in October.
 The school system is home to 27 schools, including a Career Center and Alternative Center, and is re-sponsible for the education of more than 14,000 students.
 The bond proposition includes a multitude of new projects, includ-ing stadiums, security systems, improved technology and general school upgrades and repairs.
 Jeanerette Senior High School will be getting an auditorium. New Ibe-ria Senior High and Westgate High
 schools soon will have stadiums and new artifi cial turf fi elds. And money has been set aside for a new school to be built north of the Bayou Teche between New Iberia and Loreauville in the future.
 But that’s not all about which the pub-lic school system can boast. The North Lewis Elementary French Immersion program has more than 200 students who are taught 60 percent in French for grades kindergarten through six.
 The program is not specifi cally for gifted students, so it has no prereq-uisites or test standards to meet for acceptance. Spots are open to any public school student in the parish in those grade levels.
 Students in the program often do as well or better on standardized tests than their non-French Immer-sion counterparts, said North Lewis
 Principal Tim Rosamond.“And their regular classroom
 grades tend to be higher in French Immersion,” he said. “Students acquiring a second language still perform well on the first. They tend to know the me-chanics of the first language bet-ter (than non-French Immersion). They understand it on a deeper level, and it’s easier for them to learn a third language.”
 Superintendent of Schools Dale Henderson said many students go beyond sixth grade and improve their profi ciency. Many students in high school will take the state profi ciency exam and test out of French I and French II, he said.
 “That shows the effectiveness and
 Public school projects enhance
 BY MCKENZIE WOMACK
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Newcomers to Iberia Parish wanting their children to attend a private, religious-
 based school have fi ve from which to choose.
 The fi ve schools represent four reli-gions — Roman Catholic, Assembly of God, Baptist and Episcopalian — and their histories span many decades.
 Catholic High School, affi liated
 with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Lafayette, was established in 1918 as St. Peter’s College. It is an elementary and secondary school that includes grades four through 12 and has more than 780 students.
 The school is owned by four New Iberia Catholic churches — St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Our Lady of Perpet-ual Help, Nativity of Our Lady and Sacred Heart of Jesus on the Teche.
 The school has a full range of reli-gious programs, academic programs
 and extracurricular activities, said CHS Principal Ray Simon.
 The school offers guided tours on request to those interested. Contact Admissions Director Sharon LeB-lanc at 256-5383 for more informa-tion, or visit the school’s website at www.chspanthers.com.
 St. Edward School also has a his-tory that spans back to 1918. It was founded as an all-black school for
 Five faith-based private schools located in Iberia ParishLOCAL PRIVATE SCHOOLS■
 SEE PRIVATE, PAGE 15
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Fafadji Acouetey is one of the French Immersion teachers in Iberia Parish. The program is popular among students. SEE PUBLIC, PAGE 15
 Clima SecurCLIMATE-CONTROLLED INSIDE SELF STORAGE
 369-STOR (7867)
 New Iberia’s first & finest indoor climate controlled storage facility!
 ExpandingOur Facility
 – 2 Locations To Serve You –405 Jefferson Terrace Blvd., New Iberia
 2829 S.E. Evangeline Thruway • Lafayette • 289-0403Monday-Saturday 8:30-5:30 & Sunday 10-4
 Email: [email protected] • Website: www.climasecur.com

Page 8
                        

YELLOW MAGENTACYAN BLACK
 Whenever you have questions about
 real estate, there’s always one
 quick source for answers...
 Allen Duhéwww.JustAskAllen.com
 Cell:254-7812
 e-mail: [email protected]
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 BY DON SHOOPMAN
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Soon after Stephen Hadaway moved here with his family from Anchor-age, Alaska, in 1994, he met an
 outdoorsman with as much enthusiasm about archery and bowhunting as he had at age 15.
 Hadaway, 33, has been shooting his bow and bowhunting ever since, includ-ing the past six years as a member of The Bayou Bowmen club in New Iberia that shoots at its indoor facility at the Port of Iberia. There are dozens of oth-er local archers and bowhunters — men and women, boys and girls — who share his same interests and shoot inside the building at 4400 S. Lewis St.
 “I do it for the camaraderie, shooting my bow for sure, b.s.’ing and having a good time,” Hadaway said recently. “I go when I can, when I’m not offshore.”
 He works as a fi re and safety technician for Hiller Offshore Services in Broussard. His job brings him regularly to oilfi eld structures in the Gulf of Mexico.
 The outdoorsman Hadaway met was Keith Price, 55, who has owned Blue’s Archery since 1995. Today they are members of the archery club, both avid and successful bowhunters.
 Price’s business is located inside Cajun Guns & Tackle on Admiral Doyle Drive. He meets many archers and bowhunters who frequent the shop to
 talk about the sport and, naturally, buy equipment.
 Price, 55, said he got into archery 41 years ago to start bowfi shing. Then he started shooting a bow and arrow competitively in league action and tournaments, and after that got hooked on bowhunting.
 “I don’t shoot (at the club’s indoor range) near as much as I used to. I will go occasionally on Thursdays (league night), if nothing else to visit and shoot a little bit,” Price said.
 He loves to hunt with a bow, he said, noting that he killed two turkeys while bowhunting last spring in Missouri. He planned to leave April 21 for another turkey bowhunting trip north of Spring-fi eld, Mo., around Buffalo.
 While bowhunting for deer in 2013-14, he didn’t see a one. However, he has harvested many deer over the seasons with a bow and arrow.
 Deer bowhunters easily outnumber the ranks of tournament archers and bowfi shermen in and around New Iberia, Price said. But there are many of the latter, as evidenced by the local archery club’s membership.
 And the membership numbers probably will grow soon, according to secretary/treasurer Toni Lacroix St. Upery, who has lived in New Iberia most of her life after moving here at age 4
 Among the local archers who shoot at the indoor range are Will Rives, left, and
 his wife, Rene Rives, who are shown with their daughter Morgan Rives at the site.
 SUBMITTED
 SEE ARCHERY, PAGE 9
 Take a shot at joining a local archery club
 Full-Service Dental Care
 For The Whole Family
 Dr. Blake Comeaux
 IBERIA DENTAL ASSOCIATES
 Most insurance plans accepted CareCredit Accepted Now accepting new patients by appointment
 XNLV
 150753
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 have contributed to the unique taste of the area’s cuisine.
 Every meal is a festi-val of food and there is a festival to celebrate just about every kind of food. One taste of jam-balaya, gumbo, crawfi sh etouffee, sauce piquant, corn maque-choux or shrimp Creole will have visitors asking for more.
 Ask a Cajun where is the best place to sample some of the Teche Area’s world-famous cuisine and each will give a different answer — but all are equally tasteful with each rep-resenting the melding of many ethnic cuisines that make up the iconic Cajun and Creole food.
 “This ‘Joie de Vivre’ was handed down through the generations, and still imparts its fl avors in the freshest, tastiest foods, which can be found on many family tables, in restaurants, delis or at local celebra-tions,” said Wattingy.
 Anything can be a cel-ebration among Cajuns, even the butchering of
 a hog. Boudin, cracklins and hog head cheese, all delicacies made from the by-products of butcher-ing, can center around a family celebration. On any given day, Cajuns can be found around a table piled high with spicy boiled crawfi sh and delicious boiled crabs. The afternoon fi sh fry featuring fresh
 fi sh caught straight from the Atchafayala Basin or Gulf of Mexico offers a chance for families to come together and share a few Cajun tales.
 Among the many festi-vals held throughout the Teche Area, New Iberia serves as a home for the World Championship Gumbo Cookoff. Held in October in downtown
 New Iberia, the cook-off draws thousands of visi-tors to sample gumbos fi lled with seafood, fowl, sausage, wild game and a wide variety of other sur-prise ingredients cooked onsite by more than 100 competing teams.
 A visit to one of the lo-cal specialty meat shops can offer an experience all its own. A boneless
 chicken stuffed with crab or crawfi sh stuffi ng or a turducken — a bone-less turkey stuffed with a boneless duck fi lled with layers of seafood or sausage stuffi ng — makes for an easy meal.
 Many of the fresh products straight from the fi elds and other homemade specialties can be found at the Farmers Market held in downtown New Iberia twice weekly. Once a month, the Creole Farm-ers Market, the Jeaner-ette and the Delcambre Farmers Markets offer a selection of hydroponic-grown vegetables, as well as a wide variety of homemade food items.
 Patty Lancon, a relatively newcomer to the area who is now involved with the area farmers markets, moved to the Teche Area fi ve years ago with her Cajun husband, Louis Lancon, after he retired from the military and decided he wanted to return to Iberia Parish with his wife and fi ve children. As a military family, the Lancons lived in many regions across
 the country and abroad, but Patty Lancon, a native of North Carolina, said there is little comparison in food.
 “I love the spices and thewhole food culture here. It is awesome. You have ac-cess to so much fresh sea-food, produce and spices and sauces,” she said.
 “I really like the ex-perience of the family crawfi sh boil. It didn’t take me long to adapt to the food, but I am still learning how to make a roux for gumbo.”
 Teche Area cooks always are willing to share their expertise with anyone wanting to learn to cook authentic Cajun food. Many cooksturn to the Cajun SugarCo-op and The Daily Iberian Cajun/Creole Cookbook for time-test-ed Cajun recipes and newly created recipe favorites of the innova-tive cooks of the area, Wattigny said.
 Copies of the 2013 Cajun/Creole Cookbook and many past issues, all packed with recipes from the area, are avail-able at The Daily Iberianoffi ce at 926 E. Main St.
 SEAFOOD: Copies of the 2013 Cajun/Creole Cookbook are availableFROM PAGE 8
 Shrimp with sausage jambalaya is just one of the many fl avorful dishes served
 in this area that relies on its rich and varied heritage for succulent foods.
 SUBMITTED
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 My Community. My Bank.At Community First Bank we work with customers everyday to meet their financial goals.
 We help people buy homes, finance education and save for retirement. We also help businesses grow and create jobs. We’re committed to serving our communities with personal service and quality products,
 all from people you know. Stop by and let us get to know you.
 www.cfirstbank.com

Page 9
                        

YELLOWMAGENTA CYANBLACK
 DAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDETHURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014 2
 History ....................This page
 Plenty of art ....................3
 Home to famous artist .......3
 Contact numbers ...........7
 Archery, anyone? ............8
 Rental opportunity .......10
 Homes for sale? ............10
 All about the food ........12
 Public schools ...............14
 Private schools .............14
 City recreation .............16
 Parish recreation ..........18
 Best of the Teche ..........19
 The Daily IberianPublisher .............Will Chapman
 Ad Director ..........Bill Heirtzler
 Managing Editor ....Jeff Zeringue
 Production Mgr. ...Jerry Sexton
 Business Mgr. .....Mandy Seneca
 Circulation Mgr. ........J.P. Poirier
 INDEX■
 A HISTORICAL LOOK AT ‘NUEVA IBERIA’■
 A unique blend of European history sets New Iberia,
 or “Nueva Iberia,” apart from the rest of Acadi-ana.
 Founded in 1779 by Malaguenos colonists led by Col. Francisco Boulig-ny, the area became home to Spanish families whose descendents still carry their original names.
 Historian José Manuel de Molina, who spear-headed the twinning between New Iberia and Spanish city Alhaurin de la Torre in Malaga in 2011, said the Segura, Lopez, Migues, Romero and Prado families were early settlers of the area. The historian noted last names Viator and Gary originally were spelled Garrido and Villatoro.
 A port town then, New Iberia built its commerce on the Bayou Teche, which was accessible to merchants traveling by way of keelboats, fl atboats and schooners,
 according to South Loui-siana historian Glenn R. Conrad.
 Steamboats churned up and down the bayou car-rying cargo and travelers until the introduction of railroads in 1880.
 Iberia Parish was established in 1868 with New Iberia named as the parish seat. The city’s fi rst courthouse was built on the location presently known as Bouligny Plaza.
 Conrad said several of the city’s landmarks used by mariners can be seen today, including St. Peter’s Catholic Church, which was built in 1837.
 During the 19th century, the city lost much of its population to yellow fever.
 According to Conrad, every family lost at least one member to the disease.
 New Iberia residents also felt the brunt of the Civil War, which brought Union soldiers into the city.
 SEE SPANISH, PAGE 3
 The city courthouse is framed by stately live oak trees. The Bayou Teche, which
 fl ows behind the courthouse, was used for commerce in the city’s earliest days.
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Spanish first settled in N.I.
 AT A GLANCE■
 • NEW IBERIA was founded in 1779.
 • THIS LOCALE was settled by Spaniard Col. Francisco Bouligny.
 • THE CITY’S rst court-house was built after New Iberia was named the seat for Iberia Parish.
 XN
 LV151789 Life Is Great...
 Braces Make It Better!!!
 1100 Andre St. Ste 205
 [email protected]
 Open Monday-Friday
 Dr. Chris Feldman
 Call Now for your Complimentary
 Orthodontic Consultation
 Braces and InvisalignFor All Ages
 Insurance AcceptedAffordable Payment Options
 Tune Ups • Shocks • Brake JobsOil Changes • Batteries • Alignments
 ACWorkALLWHEELALIGNMENT
 Helps prevent early tire wear with computerized accuracy, plus we
 inspect steering/suspension.$59Most Vehicles
 Parts and rear shims extra, if needed.
 SPECIALPRICE
 OILCHANGE & FILTERFrequent, vital engine maintenance includes
 refill of up to 5 qts. of quality 5W 30 oil.$35
 99Most Vehicles
 Price includes oil disposal fee and chassis lubrication (if applicable).
 4-TIRE ROTATION&WHEELBALANCE
 For smoother ride & longer tire wear. Plus weinspect tire tread, air pressure, valve stems.
 $29
 99Most Vehicles
 • NOPAYMENTFOR90 DAYS+• NOINTERESTFOR90 DAYS+• NOANNUALFEETIRE & SERVICE
 M-F 7:30 am - 5:00 pmSat 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon
 406 E. Admiral Doyle Dr. (Across from Catholic High) (337) 364-1746
 from Rayne. St. Upery, whose husband, Ricky, is president of The Bayou Bow-men, fi elded a telephone call April 16 from a Loreauville woman whose 8-year-old son wanted to get into organized archery shooting.
 St. Upery, manager at Magic Video for the past 32 years, has been in the archery club since 1994. She and her husband also are in a hunting lease in North Louisiana near Winnfi eld with another local bowhunting enthusiast, Mike O’Brien of New Iberia, she said.
 The Bayou Bowmen’s membership fee is $100 per year per family ($75 per indi-vidual), St. Upery said, noting members get access to the indoor range all year. The archery club’s indoor range is open to the public on Thursdays, she said.
 Archery club members also shoot outdoors at ranges in Baton Rouge and Shreveport, she said.
 The Bayou Bowmen also play host to
 state and national tournaments, such as the recent National Field Archery Association Sectionals. Ricky St. Upery shot a 600 over 109, which means he missed hitting in-side only 11 of the 120 X’s the size of a dime.
 “He’s good. He shoots well,” his wife said.
 Joining the archery club is especially attractive to parents of young children, she said, because the sport can keep boys and girls off the streets.
 St. Upery noted that at least four mem-bers of the Jeanerette Junior Hunter Education Club also shoot regularly with The Bayou Bowmen.
 Hadaway, who moved here from Alaska, where he went on bowhunting trips for caribou on the Alaska North Slope in 1992, said the archery range helps him stay on top of his game with a bow and arrow. The veteran bowhunter got a doe with a bow and arrow this past season in Texas.
 “I used to go every Thursday. When I was in, I used to go every week,” he said.
 A Peaceful Resting Place Among The Christian Community. Holy Family offers traditional ground and
 tomb burial in attractive, well-maintainedsurroundings. In addition, many types ofcremation memorials are available.
 Whatever your choice of burial option,Holy Family serves you and your familyfully and completely. Each burial planincudes the burial space and perpetualcare. Cemetery services may be held in theindoor chapel in the main mausoleumwhich is air conditioned and heated foryear round comfort.
 Six Reasons why Pre Planning is Important
 1. Informed decisions are easier to make under less stressful conditions.
 2. It assures that your wishes will be carried out.
 3. Difficult financial burdens are eased through thoughtful pre-need planning
 4. There are countless other difficult duties that demand immediate attention on the day of the bereavement.
 5. It eliminates desperate haste & unchangeable decisions.
 6. It eliminates wrong decisions by well- meaning “friends & relatives.”
 HOLY FAMILY CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUMFor More Information With No Obligation Contact Deacon Wade Broussard, Deacon Steve Vancleve, or John Manes
 2807 Curtis Lane, New Iberia, LACall for appointment 364-1663
 Serving TheCommunity For Over
 40 YearsCommitment
 To Caring
 WHY NOW? PROTECTION, CHOICE,TERMS, and PRICE and
 PEACE OF MIND
 Open To People Of All Religious
 Faiths
 A Place Of Peace & Tranquility ToCalm The Soul & Lift The Spirit
 Private Estate Mausoleums
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 ARCHERY: Bowhunters, other club members shoot at indoor rangeFROM PAGE 8
 SUBMITTED
 Archers shoot at their own inside range, above, at the Port of Iberia.
 337-365-9700
 1101 E. Admiral DoyleNew Iberia
 www.vaneatonromero.com
 OVER THE TOPREAL ESTATE AGENTS
 Let us put our Knowledge andExperience to work for YOU!
 2012 Platinum Team Award$15.8 Million in Production in 2012
 IBERIA PARISH’S Top Residential TeamIBERIA PARISH’S Top Listing and Top Selling Team
 LinellLinellChampagneChampagne
 337-254-8891337-254-8891
 RebekahRebekahMcGeeMcGee
 337-579-0333337-579-0333
 LLynetteynetteBagalaBagala
 337-256-3300337-256-3300
 ZonnieZonnieLabryLabry
 337-256-2971337-256-2971
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 BY KARMA CHAMPAGNE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Family traditions, good food and celebrations are all part of the
 distinct culture that sets the Teche Area apart from any other place in the country. As Cajuns often say — “No food? No fun!”
 Much of that culture is refl ected in the diverse cui-sine that revolves around the many ethnic groups that make the Teche Area world famous for its cuisine. The infl u-ence of the Spanish, French, Creole, African American and Indian makes the cuisine special, refl ecting on the dif-ferent ethnic groups that have migrated through the area.
 The indig-enous ingre-dients used by cooks of the Teche Area, har-vested from the bounty of the land and waters, coupled with the fun-loving people of South Louisiana, have set apart the dining experience from all others.
 “The cuisine of South Louisi-ana is unlike that of any other area of our country and takes
 its uniqueness from our Acadian ancestors.
 Though they were exiled
 from Nova
 Scotia with little be-long-ings,
 they brought
 with them a ‘Joie de
 Vivre’ or ‘Joy of Living,’ which was
 celebrated in religious, family and seasonal events,” said Catherine Wattigny, a longtime contributor to the Cajun Sugar Co-op and the
 Daily Iberian Cajun / Creole Cookbook and contributing col-umnist for The Daily Iberian Teche Life food section.
 “They created meals with what was on hand, and this new home provided them withfertile land for planting crops and raising farm animals, as well as seafood from its waters.”
 The result was a melting pot of gourmet food prepared with wild game, glistening sugar processed from the areas’ sugar cane fi eld, the freshest of local fruits and vegetables straight from the fi elds and succulent seafood. Locally made seasonings, spices and hot sauces all
 Seafood and more tantalize taste budsTHE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Boiled crawfi sh are favorites in and around New Iberia.
 SEE SEAFOOD, PAGE 13
 ■ BEST PLACE TO GET CAR REPAIRS
 1ST: Dugas Auto Repairs■ BEST REAL ESTATE1ST: Angela Scott (Van Eaton
 & Romero)■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MEN’S HAIRCUTS1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 WOMEN’S HAIRCUT1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 CHILD’S HAIRCUT1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MANICURE/PEDICURE1ST: Linda’s Nails■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
 1ST: Lowe’s Home Improve-ment
 ■ BEST PHARMACY1ST: L&M Pharmacy■ BEST CATERING SER-
 VICE1ST: Brent Dugas Catering■ BEST PLUMBING
 SERVICE1ST: Beano’s Plumbing■ BEST HEATING/AC
 SERVICE1ST: Fox A/C■ BEST PLACE TO WASH
 YOUR CAR OR TRUCK1ST: Get Wet Car Wash
 ■ BEST BANK TELLERS1ST: IberiaBank (Admiral
 Doyle Drive branch)■ BEST CHILDREN’S
 DAY CARE1ST: Cathy’s Day Care Center■ BEST GROCERY
 CHECKOUT SERVICE1ST: Bi-Lo Supermarket■ BEST DRY CLEANING
 SERVICE1ST: Derouen’s Cleaners■ BEST PLACE FOR
 TIRES/SERVICE1ST: Delta World Tire■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 FLOWERS1ST: Paul’s Flower & Plant Shop■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 OUTDOOR PLANTS1ST: Hebert’s Garden Center■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 CHILDREN’S CLOTHES1ST: For the Little Ones■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 APPLIANCES1ST: A&A Appliance Center■ BEST PLACE FOR APPLI-
 ANCE REPAIRS1ST: A&A Appliance Center■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SPORTING GOODS1ST: Lipari Sporting Goods
 and Specialties■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 FURNITURE1ST: Foti Furniture■ BEST AUTO MECHANIC1ST: Larry Louviere at Dugas
 Auto Repair■ BEST BOAT MECHANIC
 1ST: Carroll Perez at Perez Marine Service
 ■ BEST PLACE TO BUY JEWELRY
 1ST: Allain’s Jewelry■ BEST PET GROOMER1ST: Tammy Talley (Reaux’s
 Animal Clinic)■ BEST PLACE FOR PET
 CARE1ST: Reaux Animal Hospital■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRESH PRODUCE1ST: Super 1 Foods■ BEST PLACE FOR SPE-
 CIALTY MEATS1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SNOWBALLS1ST: Snowball Factory■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SANDWICH1ST: Subway Sandwiches■ BEST PLACE FOR PIZZA1ST: Paradise Pizza■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MEXICAN FOOD1ST: Tampico Restaurant■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SALAD BAR1ST: Ruby Tuesday’s ■ BEST PLACE FOR
 ASIAN FOOD1ST: Golden Wok■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SUSHI:1ST: Bojangles Sushi & Oyster
 Bar■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BARBECUE1ST: Bon Creole Seafood
 ■ BEST PLACE FOR HAMBURGER
 1ST: Duffy’s Diner ■ BEST PLACE FOR
 STEAK1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRIED CHICKEN1ST: Popeye’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 POBOYS1ST: Bon Creole Seafood■ BEST PLACE FOR
 DONUTS1ST: Meche’s Donuts■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BOILED SEAFOOD1ST: Jane’s Seafood & Chinese
 Restaurant■ BEST PLACE FOR PRE-
 PARED SEAFOOD1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST SEAFOOD MAR-
 KET1ST: Mike’s Seafood
 ■ BEST PLACE FOR RED BEANS & RICE
 1ST: Popeye’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 GUMBO1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRENCH BREAD1ST: LeJeune’s Bakery■ BEST PLACE FOR
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 FOR BREAKFAST1ST: Victor’s Cafeteria■ BEST PLACE FOR
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 KIDS FOOD1ST: McDonald’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
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 BAKERY ITEMS1ST: Super 1 Foods■ BEST PLACE FOR DINING
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 DANCINGClementine Dining, Spirits &
 Catering■ BEST TECHE AREA
 FESTIVAL(Tie): Louisiana Sugar Cane Fes-
 tival and Fair; World Champion-ship Gumbo Cookoff
 ■ BEST PLACE TO PLAY GOLF
 Squirrel Run Golf Club
 Building A New Home Or Upgrading Old Appliances?
 BestoftheTeche
 Read
 ers’Favorites
 2013
 364-0495
 We Feature:
 www.aaappliancecenter.com
 Celebrating Over 67 Years In Business!
 Locally Owned & Operated
 XN
 LV151790
 Go To A&A Appliance Center...they offer low price name brand
 products & the best service around!
 Protect your worldAuto • Home • Life • Retirement
 1550 E. Admiral DoyleNew [email protected]
 Jimmy Champagne337-365-0914
 77718
 Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Insurance Co.. Life insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL, and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL. In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.
 Call me today to discuss your options.Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And the more of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.
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 BEST OF THE TECHE: THE ABRIDGED LIST■Each year, The Daily Iberian asks
 its readers to select the best people, places and things in its Best of the Teche publication. Here’s a sampling of No. 1s:
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 The real estate mar-ket for buyers and sellers in Iberia
 Parish is continuing to improve, local Realtors and brokers say.
 Realtor Michael Lam-perez of Caffery Real Estate said houses are not sitting on the market as long now as they were a year to 18 months ago.
 “It used to be a majority buyers market, but I think we’re seeing a shift in balance,” Lamperez said. “The scales are starting to even out, so to speak.”
 Angela Scott, branch manager and associate broker for Van Eaton Romero Real Estate, agrees. She said the local housing market is steadi-ly growing and “getting better every day.”
 “We see the strongest price range is the $150,000 to $200,000 price range,” Scott said, which also is the fastest-selling price range.
 She said sellers are mov-ing up — getting bigger homes, more land or both.
 Pat Caffery Jr., Realtor and owner of Caffery Real Estate, said that the overall market is “ex-tremely positive.” He said
 a 39-lot development his company had was sold completely over the past 24 months.
 “All of those people who
 are buying these lots are young families,” Caffery said. “It tells me that Iberia Parish can provide what buyers want … be-cause we have the land.”
 The land where new homes soon will be is because of an expand-ing commercial market, Caffery said. Development of commercial land and the health of single family dwellings go hand in hand.
 “We are rapidly expand-ing our commercial infra-structure,” Caffery said, which means over the next 10 to 15 years more people will be moving to Iberia Parish “and staying.”
 Local contractor Johnny Romero said the average person moving to New
 Iberia typically is looking for a family home around $125,000, and those homes are available.
 “Most people want the houses just over the $100,000 mark, but a few are looking for the big-ger properties at over $250,000.”
 Monique Taylor with Pelican Real Estate says the homes are more af-fordable in Iberia. She normally sells real estate on the south side of La-fayette Parish, where she says the average price for a three-bedroom family home is near $225,000.
 Freelance writer Leah Richard contributed to this report.
 DAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDE THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 201410
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 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Apartments, condos and rental homes are
 readily available in New Iberia without much searching. The rent for the area has steadily been rising said prop-erty manager Johnny Romero.
 “I’m now getting $800 a month for what I used to rent for $450 a month just a few years ago.”
 The problem, he says, is buyers who have dif-ficulty selling their homes oftentimes turn to renting. Romero, who’s been dealing in real estate for four decades, says there is no shortage of renters willing to pay what the market will bear.
 Romero deals mostly in rental homes. He says the average rent for a two to three bedroom home could run anywhere from $800 to more than $1,800 depending on how large of a space is being rented. He said there are also quite a few mobile homes for rent in the
 area, which usually rent for much less than the average family home, around $650 a month.
 According to multiple online listings, a major-ity of homes available for rent are within the city limits of New Iberia. The same is true for apart-ments and condominiums.
 A new renter looking at a single-family home can expect to foot the bill for their utilities and sewer fees in New Iberia. Most of the listings with agents and websites take care to mention those charges are not included in the rent. The average rent for a two-bedroom apartment is near the price of renting a house at $800 a month. The main difference is sewer tends to be included in the rent, but utilities and cable are separate at various properties.
 There are many ways to find potential properties to rent here. Renters often turn to websites like The Daily Iberian classifi eds online that deal with the property owner instead of a prop-erty management team.
 Rental pricescontinue spiraling
 METROCREATIVECONNECTION.COM
 Homes being sold aren’t staying on the market as long now as 18 months ago.
 Many options for home buyers
 Mike & Mary Ellen Andrus
 367-1498 • 715 S. Lewis St., New Iberia
 XNLV27056
 Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM or By Appointment
 FlooringLaminate • Carpet • Ceramic TileVinyl & Wood Flooring • Paint
 RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTORS WELCOME
 EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
 CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
 Welcome To Life On
 The Teche!
 XNLV151271
 NEWCOMERS GUIDE 2014 MAY 24, 2014
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 • Food: There’s nothing like our local cuisine ................................Page 12
 • School options abound: Public, private schools offer choices ......Page 14
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 Agents are licensed in the state of Louisiana
 Main Offi ce: 337-365-9700Located behind Community 1st
 Bank on Emile Verret Road @ Old Jeanerette Road
 Teche Ridge is a development of: Teche Ridge, LLC
 1101 E. Admiral Doyle • 365-9700New Iberia
 www.vaneatonromero.com
 Call Angela Scott at 337-380-6530 or Allen Duhe at 337-254-7812
 Home Construction
 Begins Summer 2014! Teche Ridge, a Traditional Neighborhood Development, will offer Iberia Parish residents the opportunity to live, work and play without ever leaving home. With shops, restaurants, parks and professional offi ces all within a short walking distance of each home, this unique community will afford its residents more time for leisure.
 Smart Growth.Buy.Smart
 Iberia’s Traditional Neighborhood DevelopmentTECHERIDGE.COM
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 SUPERMARKETWe Welcome You To Our Hometown New Iberia
 & So Much More!
 WEOFFER
 207 North Lewis • 365-1176 • 365-9886www.bilo-supermarket.com • Store Hours: Mon-Sun 7:00am-8:00pm
 XNLV149790
 We Are
 Locally Owned
 & Operated
 • USDA Choice Meats• Groceries• Produce• Frozen Food• Dairy• Wine• Beer & Liquor• Fresh Sliced Deli Ham
 • Fully Cooked Brisket• Fresh Rotisserie Chicken• Hot French Bread• Stuffed Potatoes• BBQ Back Ribs• Pastries
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 Parish is continuing to improve, local Realtors and brokers say.
 Realtor Michael Lam-perez of Caffery Real Estate said houses are not sitting on the market as long now as they were a year to 18 months ago.
 “It used to be a majority buyers market, but I think we’re seeing a shift in balance,” Lamperez said. “The scales are starting to even out, so to speak.”
 Angela Scott, branch manager and associate broker for Van Eaton Romero Real Estate, agrees. She said the local housing market is steadi-ly growing and “getting better every day.”
 “We see the strongest price range is the $150,000 to $200,000 price range,” Scott said, which also is the fastest-selling price range.
 She said sellers are mov-ing up — getting bigger homes, more land or both.
 Pat Caffery Jr., Realtor and owner of Caffery Real Estate, said that the overall market is “ex-tremely positive.” He said
 a 39-lot development his company had was sold completely over the past 24 months.
 “All of those people who
 are buying these lots are young families,” Caffery said. “It tells me that Iberia Parish can provide what buyers want … be-cause we have the land.”
 The land where new homes soon will be is because of an expand-ing commercial market, Caffery said. Development of commercial land and the health of single family dwellings go hand in hand.
 “We are rapidly expand-ing our commercial infra-structure,” Caffery said, which means over the next 10 to 15 years more people will be moving to Iberia Parish “and staying.”
 Local contractor Johnny Romero said the average person moving to New
 Iberia typically is looking for a family home around $125,000, and those homes are available.
 “Most people want the houses just over the $100,000 mark, but a few are looking for the big-ger properties at over $250,000.”
 Monique Taylor with Pelican Real Estate says the homes are more af-fordable in Iberia. She normally sells real estate on the south side of La-fayette Parish, where she says the average price for a three-bedroom family home is near $225,000.
 Freelance writer Leah Richard contributed to this report.
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 INDEX■
 A HISTORICAL LOOK AT ‘NUEVA IBERIA’■
 A unique blend of European history sets New Iberia,
 or “Nueva Iberia,” apart from the rest of Acadi-ana.
 Founded in 1779 by Malaguenos colonists led by Col. Francisco Boulig-ny, the area became home to Spanish families whose descendents still carry their original names.
 Historian José Manuel de Molina, who spear-headed the twinning between New Iberia and Spanish city Alhaurin de la Torre in Malaga in 2011, said the Segura, Lopez, Migues, Romero and Prado families were early settlers of the area. The historian noted last names Viator and Gary originally were spelled Garrido and Villatoro.
 A port town then, New Iberia built its commerce on the Bayou Teche, which was accessible to merchants traveling by way of keelboats, fl atboats and schooners,
 according to South Loui-siana historian Glenn R. Conrad.
 Steamboats churned up and down the bayou car-rying cargo and travelers until the introduction of railroads in 1880.
 Iberia Parish was established in 1868 with New Iberia named as the parish seat. The city’s fi rst courthouse was built on the location presently known as Bouligny Plaza.
 Conrad said several of the city’s landmarks used by mariners can be seen today, including St. Peter’s Catholic Church, which was built in 1837.
 During the 19th century, the city lost much of its population to yellow fever.
 According to Conrad, every family lost at least one member to the disease.
 New Iberia residents also felt the brunt of the Civil War, which brought Union soldiers into the city.
 SEE SPANISH, PAGE 3
 The city courthouse is framed by stately live oak trees. The Bayou Teche, which
 fl ows behind the courthouse, was used for commerce in the city’s earliest days.
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 Spanish first settled in N.I.
 AT A GLANCE■
 • NEW IBERIA was founded in 1779.
 • THIS LOCALE was settled by Spaniard Col. Francisco Bouligny.
 • THE CITY’S rst court-house was built after New Iberia was named the seat for Iberia Parish.
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 LV151789 Life Is Great...
 Braces Make It Better!!!
 1100 Andre St. Ste 205
 [email protected]
 Open Monday-Friday
 Dr. Chris Feldman
 Call Now for your Complimentary
 Orthodontic Consultation
 Braces and InvisalignFor All Ages
 Insurance AcceptedAffordable Payment Options
 Tune Ups • Shocks • Brake JobsOil Changes • Batteries • Alignments
 ACWorkALLWHEELALIGNMENT
 Helps prevent early tire wear with computerized accuracy, plus we
 inspect steering/suspension.$59Most Vehicles
 Parts and rear shims extra, if needed.
 SPECIALPRICE
 OILCHANGE & FILTERFrequent, vital engine maintenance includes
 refill of up to 5 qts. of quality 5W 30 oil.$35
 99Most Vehicles
 Price includes oil disposal fee and chassis lubrication (if applicable).
 4-TIRE ROTATION&WHEELBALANCE
 For smoother ride & longer tire wear. Plus weinspect tire tread, air pressure, valve stems.
 $29
 99Most Vehicles
 • NOPAYMENTFOR90 DAYS+• NOINTERESTFOR90 DAYS+• NOANNUALFEETIRE & SERVICE
 M-F 7:30 am - 5:00 pmSat 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon
 406 E. Admiral Doyle Dr. (Across from Catholic High) (337) 364-1746
 from Rayne. St. Upery, whose husband, Ricky, is president of The Bayou Bow-men, fi elded a telephone call April 16 from a Loreauville woman whose 8-year-old son wanted to get into organized archery shooting.
 St. Upery, manager at Magic Video for the past 32 years, has been in the archery club since 1994. She and her husband also are in a hunting lease in North Louisiana near Winnfi eld with another local bowhunting enthusiast, Mike O’Brien of New Iberia, she said.
 The Bayou Bowmen’s membership fee is $100 per year per family ($75 per indi-vidual), St. Upery said, noting members get access to the indoor range all year. The archery club’s indoor range is open to the public on Thursdays, she said.
 Archery club members also shoot outdoors at ranges in Baton Rouge and Shreveport, she said.
 The Bayou Bowmen also play host to
 state and national tournaments, such as the recent National Field Archery Association Sectionals. Ricky St. Upery shot a 600 over 109, which means he missed hitting in-side only 11 of the 120 X’s the size of a dime.
 “He’s good. He shoots well,” his wife said.
 Joining the archery club is especially attractive to parents of young children, she said, because the sport can keep boys and girls off the streets.
 St. Upery noted that at least four mem-bers of the Jeanerette Junior Hunter Education Club also shoot regularly with The Bayou Bowmen.
 Hadaway, who moved here from Alaska, where he went on bowhunting trips for caribou on the Alaska North Slope in 1992, said the archery range helps him stay on top of his game with a bow and arrow. The veteran bowhunter got a doe with a bow and arrow this past season in Texas.
 “I used to go every Thursday. When I was in, I used to go every week,” he said.
 A Peaceful Resting Place Among The Christian Community. Holy Family offers traditional ground and
 tomb burial in attractive, well-maintainedsurroundings. In addition, many types ofcremation memorials are available.
 Whatever your choice of burial option,Holy Family serves you and your familyfully and completely. Each burial planincudes the burial space and perpetualcare. Cemetery services may be held in theindoor chapel in the main mausoleumwhich is air conditioned and heated foryear round comfort.
 Six Reasons why Pre Planning is Important
 1. Informed decisions are easier to make under less stressful conditions.
 2. It assures that your wishes will be carried out.
 3. Difficult financial burdens are eased through thoughtful pre-need planning
 4. There are countless other difficult duties that demand immediate attention on the day of the bereavement.
 5. It eliminates desperate haste & unchangeable decisions.
 6. It eliminates wrong decisions by well- meaning “friends & relatives.”
 HOLY FAMILY CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUMFor More Information With No Obligation Contact Deacon Wade Broussard, Deacon Steve Vancleve, or John Manes
 2807 Curtis Lane, New Iberia, LACall for appointment 364-1663
 Serving TheCommunity For Over
 40 YearsCommitment
 To Caring
 WHY NOW? PROTECTION, CHOICE,TERMS, and PRICE and
 PEACE OF MIND
 Open To People Of All Religious
 Faiths
 A Place Of Peace & Tranquility ToCalm The Soul & Lift The Spirit
 Private Estate Mausoleums
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 ARCHERY: Bowhunters, other club members shoot at indoor rangeFROM PAGE 8
 SUBMITTED
 Archers shoot at their own inside range, above, at the Port of Iberia.
 337-365-9700
 1101 E. Admiral DoyleNew Iberia
 www.vaneatonromero.com
 OVER THE TOPREAL ESTATE AGENTS
 Let us put our Knowledge andExperience to work for YOU!
 2012 Platinum Team Award$15.8 Million in Production in 2012
 IBERIA PARISH’S Top Residential TeamIBERIA PARISH’S Top Listing and Top Selling Team
 LinellLinellChampagneChampagne
 337-254-8891337-254-8891
 RebekahRebekahMcGeeMcGee
 337-579-0333337-579-0333
 LLynetteynetteBagalaBagala
 337-256-3300337-256-3300
 ZonnieZonnieLabryLabry
 337-256-2971337-256-2971
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 BY KARMA CHAMPAGNE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Family traditions, good food and celebrations are all part of the
 distinct culture that sets the Teche Area apart from any other place in the country. As Cajuns often say — “No food? No fun!”
 Much of that culture is refl ected in the diverse cui-sine that revolves around the many ethnic groups that make the Teche Area world famous for its cuisine. The infl u-ence of the Spanish, French, Creole, African American and Indian makes the cuisine special, refl ecting on the dif-ferent ethnic groups that have migrated through the area.
 The indig-enous ingre-dients used by cooks of the Teche Area, har-vested from the bounty of the land and waters, coupled with the fun-loving people of South Louisiana, have set apart the dining experience from all others.
 “The cuisine of South Louisi-ana is unlike that of any other area of our country and takes
 its uniqueness from our Acadian ancestors.
 Though they were exiled
 from Nova
 Scotia with little be-long-ings,
 they brought
 with them a ‘Joie de
 Vivre’ or ‘Joy of Living,’ which was
 celebrated in religious, family and seasonal events,” said Catherine Wattigny, a longtime contributor to the Cajun Sugar Co-op and the
 Daily Iberian Cajun / Creole Cookbook and contributing col-umnist for The Daily Iberian Teche Life food section.
 “They created meals with what was on hand, and this new home provided them withfertile land for planting crops and raising farm animals, as well as seafood from its waters.”
 The result was a melting pot of gourmet food prepared with wild game, glistening sugar processed from the areas’ sugar cane fi eld, the freshest of local fruits and vegetables straight from the fi elds and succulent seafood. Locally made seasonings, spices and hot sauces all
 Seafood and more tantalize taste budsTHE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Boiled crawfi sh are favorites in and around New Iberia.
 SEE SEAFOOD, PAGE 13
 ■ BEST PLACE TO GET CAR REPAIRS
 1ST: Dugas Auto Repairs■ BEST REAL ESTATE1ST: Angela Scott (Van Eaton
 & Romero)■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MEN’S HAIRCUTS1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 WOMEN’S HAIRCUT1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 CHILD’S HAIRCUT1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MANICURE/PEDICURE1ST: Linda’s Nails■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
 1ST: Lowe’s Home Improve-ment
 ■ BEST PHARMACY1ST: L&M Pharmacy■ BEST CATERING SER-
 VICE1ST: Brent Dugas Catering■ BEST PLUMBING
 SERVICE1ST: Beano’s Plumbing■ BEST HEATING/AC
 SERVICE1ST: Fox A/C■ BEST PLACE TO WASH
 YOUR CAR OR TRUCK1ST: Get Wet Car Wash
 ■ BEST BANK TELLERS1ST: IberiaBank (Admiral
 Doyle Drive branch)■ BEST CHILDREN’S
 DAY CARE1ST: Cathy’s Day Care Center■ BEST GROCERY
 CHECKOUT SERVICE1ST: Bi-Lo Supermarket■ BEST DRY CLEANING
 SERVICE1ST: Derouen’s Cleaners■ BEST PLACE FOR
 TIRES/SERVICE1ST: Delta World Tire■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 FLOWERS1ST: Paul’s Flower & Plant Shop■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 OUTDOOR PLANTS1ST: Hebert’s Garden Center■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 CHILDREN’S CLOTHES1ST: For the Little Ones■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 APPLIANCES1ST: A&A Appliance Center■ BEST PLACE FOR APPLI-
 ANCE REPAIRS1ST: A&A Appliance Center■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SPORTING GOODS1ST: Lipari Sporting Goods
 and Specialties■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 FURNITURE1ST: Foti Furniture■ BEST AUTO MECHANIC1ST: Larry Louviere at Dugas
 Auto Repair■ BEST BOAT MECHANIC
 1ST: Carroll Perez at Perez Marine Service
 ■ BEST PLACE TO BUY JEWELRY
 1ST: Allain’s Jewelry■ BEST PET GROOMER1ST: Tammy Talley (Reaux’s
 Animal Clinic)■ BEST PLACE FOR PET
 CARE1ST: Reaux Animal Hospital■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRESH PRODUCE1ST: Super 1 Foods■ BEST PLACE FOR SPE-
 CIALTY MEATS1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SNOWBALLS1ST: Snowball Factory■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SANDWICH1ST: Subway Sandwiches■ BEST PLACE FOR PIZZA1ST: Paradise Pizza■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MEXICAN FOOD1ST: Tampico Restaurant■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SALAD BAR1ST: Ruby Tuesday’s ■ BEST PLACE FOR
 ASIAN FOOD1ST: Golden Wok■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SUSHI:1ST: Bojangles Sushi & Oyster
 Bar■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BARBECUE1ST: Bon Creole Seafood
 ■ BEST PLACE FOR HAMBURGER
 1ST: Duffy’s Diner ■ BEST PLACE FOR
 STEAK1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRIED CHICKEN1ST: Popeye’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 POBOYS1ST: Bon Creole Seafood■ BEST PLACE FOR
 DONUTS1ST: Meche’s Donuts■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BOILED SEAFOOD1ST: Jane’s Seafood & Chinese
 Restaurant■ BEST PLACE FOR PRE-
 PARED SEAFOOD1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST SEAFOOD MAR-
 KET1ST: Mike’s Seafood
 ■ BEST PLACE FOR RED BEANS & RICE
 1ST: Popeye’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 GUMBO1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRENCH BREAD1ST: LeJeune’s Bakery■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BOUDIN1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE FOR
 CRACKLINS1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE TO MEET
 FOR BREAKFAST1ST: Victor’s Cafeteria■ BEST PLACE FOR
 DESSERTS1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BUSINESS LUNCH1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 KIDS FOOD1ST: McDonald’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BUFFET1ST: Golden Wok■ BEST PLACE FOR
 HOMESTYLE COOKING1ST: Victor’s Cafeteria■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BAKERY ITEMS1ST: Super 1 Foods■ BEST PLACE FOR DINING
 ATMOSPHERE1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE TO GO
 DANCINGClementine Dining, Spirits &
 Catering■ BEST TECHE AREA
 FESTIVAL(Tie): Louisiana Sugar Cane Fes-
 tival and Fair; World Champion-ship Gumbo Cookoff
 ■ BEST PLACE TO PLAY GOLF
 Squirrel Run Golf Club
 Building A New Home Or Upgrading Old Appliances?
 BestoftheTeche
 Read
 ers’Favorites
 2013
 364-0495
 We Feature:
 www.aaappliancecenter.com
 Celebrating Over 67 Years In Business!
 Locally Owned & Operated
 XN
 LV151790
 Go To A&A Appliance Center...they offer low price name brand
 products & the best service around!
 Protect your worldAuto • Home • Life • Retirement
 1550 E. Admiral DoyleNew [email protected]
 Jimmy Champagne337-365-0914
 77718
 Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Insurance Co.. Life insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL, and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL. In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.
 Call me today to discuss your options.Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And the more of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.
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 BEST OF THE TECHE: THE ABRIDGED LIST■Each year, The Daily Iberian asks
 its readers to select the best people, places and things in its Best of the Teche publication. Here’s a sampling of No. 1s:
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 Whenever you have questions about
 real estate, there’s always one
 quick source for answers...
 Allen Duhéwww.JustAskAllen.com
 Cell:254-7812
 e-mail: [email protected]
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 BY DON SHOOPMAN
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Soon after Stephen Hadaway moved here with his family from Anchor-age, Alaska, in 1994, he met an
 outdoorsman with as much enthusiasm about archery and bowhunting as he had at age 15.
 Hadaway, 33, has been shooting his bow and bowhunting ever since, includ-ing the past six years as a member of The Bayou Bowmen club in New Iberia that shoots at its indoor facility at the Port of Iberia. There are dozens of oth-er local archers and bowhunters — men and women, boys and girls — who share his same interests and shoot inside the building at 4400 S. Lewis St.
 “I do it for the camaraderie, shooting my bow for sure, b.s.’ing and having a good time,” Hadaway said recently. “I go when I can, when I’m not offshore.”
 He works as a fi re and safety technician for Hiller Offshore Services in Broussard. His job brings him regularly to oilfi eld structures in the Gulf of Mexico.
 The outdoorsman Hadaway met was Keith Price, 55, who has owned Blue’s Archery since 1995. Today they are members of the archery club, both avid and successful bowhunters.
 Price’s business is located inside Cajun Guns & Tackle on Admiral Doyle Drive. He meets many archers and bowhunters who frequent the shop to
 talk about the sport and, naturally, buy equipment.
 Price, 55, said he got into archery 41 years ago to start bowfi shing. Then he started shooting a bow and arrow competitively in league action and tournaments, and after that got hooked on bowhunting.
 “I don’t shoot (at the club’s indoor range) near as much as I used to. I will go occasionally on Thursdays (league night), if nothing else to visit and shoot a little bit,” Price said.
 He loves to hunt with a bow, he said, noting that he killed two turkeys while bowhunting last spring in Missouri. He planned to leave April 21 for another turkey bowhunting trip north of Spring-fi eld, Mo., around Buffalo.
 While bowhunting for deer in 2013-14, he didn’t see a one. However, he has harvested many deer over the seasons with a bow and arrow.
 Deer bowhunters easily outnumber the ranks of tournament archers and bowfi shermen in and around New Iberia, Price said. But there are many of the latter, as evidenced by the local archery club’s membership.
 And the membership numbers probably will grow soon, according to secretary/treasurer Toni Lacroix St. Upery, who has lived in New Iberia most of her life after moving here at age 4
 Among the local archers who shoot at the indoor range are Will Rives, left, and
 his wife, Rene Rives, who are shown with their daughter Morgan Rives at the site.
 SUBMITTED
 SEE ARCHERY, PAGE 9
 Take a shot at joining a local archery club
 Full-Service Dental Care
 For The Whole Family
 Dr. Blake Comeaux
 IBERIA DENTAL ASSOCIATES
 Most insurance plans accepted CareCredit Accepted Now accepting new patients by appointment
 XNLV
 150753
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 have contributed to the unique taste of the area’s cuisine.
 Every meal is a festi-val of food and there is a festival to celebrate just about every kind of food. One taste of jam-balaya, gumbo, crawfi sh etouffee, sauce piquant, corn maque-choux or shrimp Creole will have visitors asking for more.
 Ask a Cajun where is the best place to sample some of the Teche Area’s world-famous cuisine and each will give a different answer — but all are equally tasteful with each rep-resenting the melding of many ethnic cuisines that make up the iconic Cajun and Creole food.
 “This ‘Joie de Vivre’ was handed down through the generations, and still imparts its fl avors in the freshest, tastiest foods, which can be found on many family tables, in restaurants, delis or at local celebra-tions,” said Wattingy.
 Anything can be a cel-ebration among Cajuns, even the butchering of
 a hog. Boudin, cracklins and hog head cheese, all delicacies made from the by-products of butcher-ing, can center around a family celebration. On any given day, Cajuns can be found around a table piled high with spicy boiled crawfi sh and delicious boiled crabs. The afternoon fi sh fry featuring fresh
 fi sh caught straight from the Atchafayala Basin or Gulf of Mexico offers a chance for families to come together and share a few Cajun tales.
 Among the many festi-vals held throughout the Teche Area, New Iberia serves as a home for the World Championship Gumbo Cookoff. Held in October in downtown
 New Iberia, the cook-off draws thousands of visi-tors to sample gumbos fi lled with seafood, fowl, sausage, wild game and a wide variety of other sur-prise ingredients cooked onsite by more than 100 competing teams.
 A visit to one of the lo-cal specialty meat shops can offer an experience all its own. A boneless
 chicken stuffed with crab or crawfi sh stuffi ng or a turducken — a bone-less turkey stuffed with a boneless duck fi lled with layers of seafood or sausage stuffi ng — makes for an easy meal.
 Many of the fresh products straight from the fi elds and other homemade specialties can be found at the Farmers Market held in downtown New Iberia twice weekly. Once a month, the Creole Farm-ers Market, the Jeaner-ette and the Delcambre Farmers Markets offer a selection of hydroponic-grown vegetables, as well as a wide variety of homemade food items.
 Patty Lancon, a relatively newcomer to the area who is now involved with the area farmers markets, moved to the Teche Area fi ve years ago with her Cajun husband, Louis Lancon, after he retired from the military and decided he wanted to return to Iberia Parish with his wife and fi ve children. As a military family, the Lancons lived in many regions across
 the country and abroad, but Patty Lancon, a native of North Carolina, said there is little comparison in food.
 “I love the spices and thewhole food culture here. It is awesome. You have ac-cess to so much fresh sea-food, produce and spices and sauces,” she said.
 “I really like the ex-perience of the family crawfi sh boil. It didn’t take me long to adapt to the food, but I am still learning how to make a roux for gumbo.”
 Teche Area cooks always are willing to share their expertise with anyone wanting to learn to cook authentic Cajun food. Many cooksturn to the Cajun SugarCo-op and The Daily Iberian Cajun/Creole Cookbook for time-test-ed Cajun recipes and newly created recipe favorites of the innova-tive cooks of the area, Wattigny said.
 Copies of the 2013 Cajun/Creole Cookbook and many past issues, all packed with recipes from the area, are avail-able at The Daily Iberianoffi ce at 926 E. Main St.
 SEAFOOD: Copies of the 2013 Cajun/Creole Cookbook are availableFROM PAGE 8
 Shrimp with sausage jambalaya is just one of the many fl avorful dishes served
 in this area that relies on its rich and varied heritage for succulent foods.
 SUBMITTED
 XN
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 My Community. My Bank.At Community First Bank we work with customers everyday to meet their financial goals.
 We help people buy homes, finance education and save for retirement. We also help businesses grow and create jobs. We’re committed to serving our communities with personal service and quality products,
 all from people you know. Stop by and let us get to know you.
 www.cfirstbank.com
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 Here’s a sampling of major festivals in Iberia Parish:
 ■ FESTIVAL OF OAKS, New Iberia City Park, third Saturday in March.
 ■ LAOTIAN NEW YEAR, Lanexang Village (Coteau), Easter weekend.
 ■ HOT SAUCE FESTI-VAL, SugArena Fairgrounds, second weekend in April.
 ■ GRILLIN’ IN THE Park, New Iberia City Park, usually the last Sunday in April.
 ■ DELCAMBRE SHRIMP FESTIVAL, Aug. 13-17, Shrimp Festival Building, Delcambre, http://www.shrimpfestival.net/.
 ■ LYDIA CAJUN FOOD Festival, Sept. 12-13, Weeks Park, Lydia, http://www.lydiacan-cerassociation.org/
 Food%20Fest.html.
 ■ FRENCH CAJUN MUSIC Festival, Cyr-Gates
 Community Center, New Iberia City Park, Sept. 20.
 ■ LOUISIANA SUGAR CANE Fair & Festival, Sept. 24-28. New Iberia, http://www.hisugar.org/.
 ■ WORLD CHAMPION-SHIP GUMBO Cookoff, Oct. 10-12, downtown New Iberia, http://www.iberiacham-ber.org/gumbo-cookoff.
 ■ JEANERETTE MUSEUM DAY Live, Jeanerette Museum, third Saturday in October.
 ■ GREAT CHILI CHAL-LENGE, rst Saturday in November.
 ■ EL FESTIVAL ESPA-NOL de Nueva Iberia, third weekend of November.
 ■ CHRISTMAS ON THE Bayou, Delcambre, second weekend of December.
 — Schedules may vary. Go to the Iberia Parish Convention & Vistor’s Bureau website www.iberiatravel.com.
 1106 Center Street365-2326
 • Gumbo• Seafood Platter• Crawfish Etouffee• Baby Back Ribs• Shrimp Stew• Shrimp & Corn Chowder• Sandwiches• Kids Meals• Low Carb/Sugar Busters Menu• Classic Desserts• and much much more!
 50’sStyleDiner
 Duffy’s DinerCruise in for a variety
 of seafood dinners
 Dine In or Take Out
 Open Monday Thru Saturday
 Old FashionedSoda“Enjoy a taste
 of the 50’s”
 WALET’S
 HARDWARE
 524 Washington Street
 364-7486
 Old Tyme
 PlumbingHardwareThe Doctor
 Is In!
 Serving New Iberia Since 1945
 Ask Us We Know!
 Why Replace It!! Let Us Rebuild It. Hard to find items • Everyday Items
 The store may be old, but we stay up with the present day needs.Try Us!! You’ll Like Us.
 Step Into The Past Where People Care!
 New Iberia
 367-1171
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 Some folks just moving to town need a little help set-tling in and getting to know whom to contact to get the basics turned on or switched over. Here's a list we hope you'll nd helpful.
 ■ ELECTRICITY: Cleco at 1015 Progress St.,call 1-800-622-6537 or go to the website www.cleco.com; call Entergy at 1-800-368-3749 or go to the website www.entergy-louisiana.com; call SLEMCO at (337) 896-5384 or go to the website www.slemco.com.
 ■ NATURAL GAS: CenterPoint at 2500 Louisiana 14 (Center Street), call customer service at 1-800-477-0177 or go to the website www.centerpointenergy.com; or call Atmos at 1-888-286-6700 or go to the website www.atmosenergy.com.
 ■ MAIL: U.S. Postal Service at 1-800-ASKUSPS or www.usps.com.
 ■ WATER: LAWCO at 448 E. Main St., (337) 365-0002 or go to the website www.louisianawater.com.
 ■ CABLE: Cox Communications at 1017 Progress St., call (337) 369-9060 or go to the website ww2.cox.com/residential/home.cox; or Suddenlink, go to the website suddenlink.com.
 ■ AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION: Department of Motor Vehicles, 1613 E.
 Main St., call (337) 373-0054 or go to the website https://omv.dps.state.la.us.
 ■ VOTING: Iberia Parish Reg-istrar of Voters at Iberia Parish Courthouse, 300 Iberia St., (337) 369-4407.
 ■ NEWSPAPER: The Daily Iberian, 926 E. Main St., call (337) 365-6773 or go to the website www.iberianet.com.
 GETTING THINGS STARTED■
 SETTLED IN? HAVE SOME FUN■
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 BY MCKENZIE WOMACK
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 The Iberia Parish public school system will experience a number of positive changes in
 the coming months and years, after voters passed a $50 million bond proposition in October.
 The school system is home to 27 schools, including a Career Center and Alternative Center, and is re-sponsible for the education of more than 14,000 students.
 The bond proposition includes a multitude of new projects, includ-ing stadiums, security systems, improved technology and general school upgrades and repairs.
 Jeanerette Senior High School will be getting an auditorium. New Ibe-ria Senior High and Westgate High
 schools soon will have stadiums and new artifi cial turf fi elds. And money has been set aside for a new school to be built north of the Bayou Teche between New Iberia and Loreauville in the future.
 But that’s not all about which the pub-lic school system can boast. The North Lewis Elementary French Immersion program has more than 200 students who are taught 60 percent in French for grades kindergarten through six.
 The program is not specifi cally for gifted students, so it has no prereq-uisites or test standards to meet for acceptance. Spots are open to any public school student in the parish in those grade levels.
 Students in the program often do as well or better on standardized tests than their non-French Immer-sion counterparts, said North Lewis
 Principal Tim Rosamond.“And their regular classroom
 grades tend to be higher in French Immersion,” he said. “Students acquiring a second language still perform well on the first. They tend to know the me-chanics of the first language bet-ter (than non-French Immersion). They understand it on a deeper level, and it’s easier for them to learn a third language.”
 Superintendent of Schools Dale Henderson said many students go beyond sixth grade and improve their profi ciency. Many students in high school will take the state profi ciency exam and test out of French I and French II, he said.
 “That shows the effectiveness and
 Public school projects enhance
 BY MCKENZIE WOMACK
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Newcomers to Iberia Parish wanting their children to attend a private, religious-
 based school have fi ve from which to choose.
 The fi ve schools represent four reli-gions — Roman Catholic, Assembly of God, Baptist and Episcopalian — and their histories span many decades.
 Catholic High School, affi liated
 with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Lafayette, was established in 1918 as St. Peter’s College. It is an elementary and secondary school that includes grades four through 12 and has more than 780 students.
 The school is owned by four New Iberia Catholic churches — St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Our Lady of Perpet-ual Help, Nativity of Our Lady and Sacred Heart of Jesus on the Teche.
 The school has a full range of reli-gious programs, academic programs
 and extracurricular activities, said CHS Principal Ray Simon.
 The school offers guided tours on request to those interested. Contact Admissions Director Sharon LeB-lanc at 256-5383 for more informa-tion, or visit the school’s website at www.chspanthers.com.
 St. Edward School also has a his-tory that spans back to 1918. It was founded as an all-black school for
 Five faith-based private schools located in Iberia ParishLOCAL PRIVATE SCHOOLS■
 SEE PRIVATE, PAGE 15
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Fafadji Acouetey is one of the French Immersion teachers in Iberia Parish. The program is popular among students. SEE PUBLIC, PAGE 15
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 – 2 Locations To Serve You –405 Jefferson Terrace Blvd., New Iberia
 2829 S.E. Evangeline Thruway • Lafayette • 289-0403Monday-Saturday 8:30-5:30 & Sunday 10-4
 Email: [email protected] • Website: www.climasecur.com
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YELLOW MAGENTACYAN BLACK
 early years.“I feel like I’m discover-
 ing him again,” Jacques Rodrigue said. “I just got a watercolor from 1968. It was a painting in Delcambre of a bunch of shrimp boats.”
 Rodrigue said he never knew his father painted with watercolors until the work arrived at the Foun-dation in New Orleans. The watercolor of the shrimp boats was typical of George Rodrigue, who was painting scenes from Cajun culture in the 1960s at a time no one else was.
 Typical, however, did not mean it lacked creativity. The Foundation’s director said one of the things that impressed him most about
 his father was the ability to keep things fresh. No matter how many times George Rodrigue painted his Blue Dog, he was able to keep it fresh for so many years.
 The person was just as impressive, though it wasn’t because George Rodrigue fi lled the room. He was “just George,” high school classmate John Pharr said after Rodrigue died in December.
 “We could talk to him like a regular guy, and we just thought it was phe-nomenal someone from New Iberia could achieve what he did,” Pharr said.
 His achievements included humanitarian aid, especially to New Or-leans following Hurricane
 Katrina’s devastation, and helping schools, like the grant the foundation gave
 to Episcopal Day School in Rodrigue’s hometown, af-ter it was selected to be in
 the Louisiana A+ Schools Program.
 School Head Kathleen O’Shaugh-nessy said the goal of the foundation’s program is to use artful thinking as tools to engage pupils in math, English, science and social studies.
 Yet, in all of George Rodrigue’s travels, meeting with
 heads of state and painting presidents and celebrities, Jacques Rodrigue said
 his father remained a man who never forgot his South Louisiana begin-nings.
 “He was so himself in any situation,” Jacques Rodriguesaid. “He was a guy from New Iberia who loved to have a good time. It didn’t matter who you were, he treated everyone the same.”
 The younger Rodrigue said his family was touched by the outpouring of condolences from peoplein New Iberia. So, too, was the family touched when downtown was dressed up with blue ribbons in honor of the artist who died aftera long bout with cancer.
 “I just want to publicly thank everyone for doing that for us,” Jacques Ro-drigue said.
 Available at participating offices. OBTP# B13696 ©2013 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
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 HRBLOCK.COM
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 337-364-21501102 E Admiral Doyle Dr, New Iberia, LA 70560
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 BLUE: The late George Rodrigue’s son is director of art foundationFROM PAGE 3
 The late George Rodrigue, a New Iberia native, paints in his studio in New Orleans. Rordigue’s ‘Blue Dog,’ shown above, became internation-ally known and a trademark of the artist.
 COURTESY OF GEORGE RODRIGUE FOUNDATION OF THE ARTS
 BY JEFF ZERINGUE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 An important part of building an art community is a
 support system, says lo-cal artist Paul Schexnay-der. That is an aspect of New Iberia that is help-ing to build its reputation as a city open to creative people and their talents.
 Many kinds of art are evident here, from the performance of musical groups that visit to the Iberia Performing Arts League, but the visual
 arts also are evident all around town.
 Schexnayder, a native of New Iberia, left for about eight years for college at LSU and a stint living on the East Coast. He was living in the Northeast before return-ing to the Queen City on the Teche, eventually opening the A&E Gallery at the corner of West St. Peter Street and Railroad Avenue.
 “Dialogue with other artists is so important,” Schexnayder said.
 Artists can critique
 each other’s work, talk about what techniques they use and feed off one another’s creativity, he said. Any kind of artist can participate in a group simply called The Artists
 Group, he said. Although his business often keeps him too busy to attend the monthly gatherings now, when he returned to
 BY JEFF ZERINGUE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Blue was the trademark color of one of New Iberia’s most famous sons. It’s also the color that describes how many family and friends might still feel four months after his passing.
 Artist George Rodrigue left his mark on his hometown and the world with his iconic Blue Dog, but he also left his George
 Rodrigue Foundation of the Arts that will continue to help students as they hope to reach the heights of fame this graduate of Catholic High School and University of Southwest-ern Louisiana, now the University of Louisiana at Lafayette did.
 Rodrigue’s son, Jacques, 32, is a lawyer who studied extensively the laws of intellectual trade. He also is executive director of the Foundation. Since his dad died, the younger Rodriguehas been going through the artist’s works, most recently some from the
 For all yourflowerneeds!
 Breaux’s Flowers 1212 Center St. (Across from Freezo)364-6467 or 1-800-490-9935www.breauxsflowers.com
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 Conrad said the city was used by the Union to cut off supplies to Confeder-ates.
 Disease, war and a massive fi re ravaged the area with no signs of recovery until the railroad system was introduced in 1880. Lumber, sugar and cotton were easily exportable and provided a boost to the parish and the city’s economy. The oil and gas industry
 offered even more of a jump start to the region.
 New Iberia’s history has been per-manently displayed on bronze plaques throughout its historic district and at the Bayou Teche Museum.
 The city started getting in touch with its Spanish roots with the creation of the Spanish Heritage Festival held each November and with the creation of nonprofi t organization La Asociacion Espanola de Nueva Iberia Inc.
 SPANISH: Bronze plaquesFROM PAGE 2
 Art? New Iberiahas beau coupexamples here
 Color N.I. ‘Blue’ after artist’s death
 SEE ART, PAGE 4
 Rodrigue
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 ArtWalks attract many people and artists, such as the artist and women, above, to participating stores in downtown New Iberia.
 SEE BLUE, PAGE 6
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 BY DANIEL HOLMES
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Promoting health, family enrichment, youth and elderly activities and just
 plain ole enjoying life all lie at the heart of programs at Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation sites, covering more than 400 acres of green space for use by local residents.
 And with spring kicking in, being followed by the summer months and waves of new folks migrating here for that “South-ern touch” of the lighter side of life, Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation Departments offer a bevy of activities to meet the recreational needs and wants of everyone, from the babies to the senior citizens.
 Recreation planners are
 gearing-up this year for their newest public free program, “Fun on the Run!” It’s a one-day event, held over six days, at six different recreation sites in New Iberia and Jeanerette. It’s basi-cally designed for children, but planners say that it promises to be a big hit with the adults, too.
 “It’s a program for kids and their families to come and spend a day of great fun,” said Kalyn Landry, Recreation Program coordinator at Wil-low Wood Park. She said the day (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) will be fi lled with fun, food, games, food trucks, fi eld day, water day, outdoor carnival, fi tness day and retro day, in addition to assortment of interesting activities that can include the entire family But you can call 365-6197, and Kalyn said she’ll
 be happy to tell anyone more about the department’s premier attraction this year. Or, you can get details on the newly established website, www.iberiarecreation.com.
 A cursory look at the pro-grams offered at the parish’s 14 park sites virtually eliminates just about every barrier for any young person who wants to take advantage of the numerous and varied recreational opportuni-ties throughout the parish.
 “And where there are still lingering defi ciencies, we’re working hard to eliminate them,” said Katie Landry, director of Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation.
 “Transportation is still some-what of an issue,” Landry said. “But it’s linked to our location. We serve, basically, rural commu-
 nities. Our moms work. Kids are at home. But if you can get them to us, they can stay with us all day.”
 “Everyone recreates in their own way,” she said. “And we’re trying to accommodate as many as we can, in as many ways as we can.”
 Katie Landry pointed out that the department’s baseline objective is to promote fi tness, being active, boost self-esteem and morale and instill in young people an appreciation for play, being engaged and being healthy physically and mentally.
 For young people, recreation program activities include soft-ball, baseball, soccer, football, swimming, basketball, vol-leyball, tennis, year-round day camp and summer programs.
 This year, for the fi rst time in
 the spring, Iberia Recreation and the Iberia Soccer Associa-tion have teamed-up to spot-light the 2014 Spring Youth Soc-cer Clinic. It’s the fi rst event of its kind for the department, open to persons ages 4 to 18. It will feature special instruc-tions for those interested in learning basic soccer skills.
 This instruction is designed for persons who have not played soccer but who want to learn its elementary skills.
 The Clinic will be conducted by Louisiana State Licensed Instructors. Clinic days are 9 a.m. to noon today and Friday. The site is Pepperplex on Su-crose Drive in New Iberia. The cost for this particular class activity is $20 per person. For more information, call Kalyn at 365-6197.
 Parish recreation program appeals to families
 the city by Mother Katharine Drexel, who was declared a saint by Pope John Paul II in 2000.
 It was run by the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, the religious order Mother Drexel founded. It was integrated in the 1970s with desegregation and became
 the kindergarten through third grade feeder school for Catholic High.
 It was led by the sisters until 2004, but day-to-day operations of the school “continue to focus on the school’s mission of ‘Living the Eucharistic Reality that All are One in Christ,’ ” according to the school’s website.
 St. Edward has more than 360 students who are taught by teachers under the di-
 rection of school principal Karen Bonin.Contact the school at 369-6764 for regis-
 tration information, or visit the website at www.saintedwardpandas.com. Registration information is under the “Admissions” tab.
 Epiphany Day School was founded in 1982 by members of the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany in New Iberia to “offer a challenging curriculum within a Chris-tian environment to young students,” ac-cording to the school’s website.
 The school serves more than 150 students in grades pre-kindergarten through fi fth. The school prepares its students for grades six through 12 at the Episcopal School of Acadiana in Cade.
 Visit the school’s website at www.eds-ni.com or call Kathleen O’Shaughnessy, head of school, at 364-6841 for more information about admissions.
 Assembly Christian School was estab-lished in 1984 by First Assembly of God, said Nancy Richard, dean of secondary educa-tion. The fi rst year, classes were held in the cafeteria in the church building. Now the school has about 315 students a year from
 grades pre-kindergarten three to 12.Assembly Christian School offers a
 Christian-based education to families,Richard said, and now is an outreach ofthe church, Assembly Christian Center.
 The school has chapels every month andteaches the Bible every day, Richard said.
 Visit http://www.acsni.net/#/home/admissions or call 364-4340 for more in-formation about admissions.
 Highland Baptist Christian School wasfounded in 1996 by the Highland BaptistChurch to provide students in the NewIberia area with an excellent educationand the opportunity to know Christ, saidschool counselor Deanne Denton.
 The school averages about 500 studentsa year, Denton said, and still is a placewhere the faculty, staff and students areclosely connected.
 “It still is a family-type atmosphere,” Den-ton said. “We’re still able to invest in ourstudents at that level. We’re able to provideacademic excellence but really able toprovide them with spiritual guidance.”
 Call the school offi ce at 364-2273.
 value of the program,” Henderson said. “Many have gone on and expanded their studies. It’s amazing that the students were able to test out of two French programs.”
 Henderson said the program not only provides an academic benefi t, but also a cultural benefi t, and it provides stu-dents with an “excellent foundation.”
 “The time to learn that second lan-guage is in the early years,” Henderson said. “It’s an opportunity for kids and parents to take advantage of something that is really a unique experience.”
 The Iberia Parish Career Center attracts high school students from the fi ve high schools in the area. It offers programs and courses for careers or education. It also offers industry-based certifi cations, state-approved skills certifi cations and dual enrollment with post-secondary educa-tional institutions in many classes.
 Courses offered include auto body re-pair, early childhood education, custom sewing, emergency responder, nursing, welding, carpentry and many more.
 “The Iberia Parish Career Center is the jewel of the school system,” Henderson
 said. “It’s our career and technical educa-tion center and offers opportunities for kids in the area of career and tech ed that just are unmatched.”
 To register for pre-kindergarten, a child must be 4 years old on or before Sept. 30. To sign up for kindergarten, your child must be 5 years old on or before Sept. 30.
 Kindergarten is mandatory for chil-dren. Pre-k is based on required qualifi -cations and guidelines.
 French Immersion Class at North Lewis Elementary School is available to all kindergarten students, regardless of zone. Parents interested in the immersion class should contact North Lewis Elemen-tary Principal Tim Rosamond at 369-6132.
 Required documents for registration in-clude a state-issued birth certifi cate, Social Security card, immunization record and proof of residence (utility bill, such as gas, water or telephone). Parents or guardians of pre-k students also must show proof of household income (check stubs).
 For more information about registra-tion, contact the public school where you are zoned, Roger Hamilton at 365-2341 or Pamela F. Landry, Jennifer Joseph or Rebecca Allain at 364-7641.
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 PUBLIC: Kindergarten mandatory
 PRIVATE: Catholic, Assembly of God, Episcopalian, Baptist represented
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YELLOWMAGENTA CYANBLACK
 his home parish, partici-pating in the group was a big help.
 Darnelle Delcambre teaches beginners at Schexnayder’s gallery, as well as giving private les-sons at home. The Jeaner-ette native said she belongs to L’ Acadien Art Guild, which meets monthly for artists to view each other’s work and offer critiques.
 “I started painting when I retired,” Delcam-bre said. That was 2001, when she started with watercolors.
 Delcambre has enjoyed the guild, but she also enjoys the opportunity to show and sell her works
 through events like the New Iberia ArtWalk, a semi-an-nual event sponsored by the city of New Iberia through its Main Street Program. For three hours on a Sat-urday, in the fall and in the spring, artists of all kinds line Main Street and set up in galleries for the public to view and, if inspired, buy art work.
 The art walk event can give a boost to artists’ pocketbooks, too, said Jane Braud, director of the Main Street Program, because the city offi cially has designated cultural districts.
 “If you’re a recognized cul-tural district, which we have two, then artists who sell their work, are exempt from sales taxes,” Braud said.
 A support system and sales tax breaks are good, but Braud said the pictur-esque Bayou Teche and its surroundings also draw artists from all over the country. The lifelong resi-dent of New Iberia said it wasn’t until she was almost 30 before she realized how much Iberia had to offer.
 “I guess if you live here and are accustomed to seeing it. You don’t appre-ciate what we have here,” she said.
 Delcambre agreed that the scenery in and around New Iberia is a natural draw for visual artists, but it also holds potential for a “plein air,” or open air, art exhibit like some cities hold on the East Coast that is a
 contest for the artists. The artists could win cash prizes.
 Until New Iberia advances to that level,
 Chestee Harrington, who does three-dimensional art work, including the use of wood, said New Iberia will continue to
 be a “crucible of creativity.” Harrington was born and raised in New Iberia, but spent about 30 years away from Iberia. She has more than 50 one-woman shows of her work since she began showing in 1968. But she has returned to New Iberia and is living near the place where she grew up.
 “It was time to have a home
 base,” she said.And that place is where
 many visual artists also can fi nd a home.
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 ART: Scenery in and around New Iberia inspires many local artistsFROM PAGE 3
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 Artists and onlookers admire the many types of art at an ArtWalk.
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 BY DANIEL HOLMES
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 New Iberia Parks and Recreation Department features more than its
 15 parks throughout the city, where people, and some ani-mals, come to “chill out.” It’s also a special kind of partner-ship, “a team effort,” between the Recreation Department and New Iberians, promoting health, fun and family.
 And the department features a slate of programs and activi-ties for adults and seniors that is impressive, comprehensive and inexpensive.
 “The best way for New Iberi-ans to fi nd out how their taxes are being used is to come to the Recreation Department,” said Tony Migues, superin-
 tendent of New Iberia Parks and Recreation. He said the “tax dollars — about a mil-lion plus — run this place.” But the total cost of what the department does far beyond the million-dollar budget. Migues indicated that the operational cost for what the department does for youth and adults rises to much more. But those costs are borne by the personal contributions and in-kind services provided by private citizens.
 “The community is getting more involved in the develop-ment, support and costs of many of the programs we of-fer,” he said.
 For instance, Migues ex-plained that a $200,000 play-ground was built and com-pletely paid for by the citizens
 of New Iberia. Additionally, he said, a $9,000 dog park got built. And “it didn’t cost the city a penny.”
 “The citizens are getting involved with helping the rec-reation department achieve what we’re doing, as a depart-ment,” Migues said. “It’s a team effort.”
 He said much of the parks’ resurfacing costs were borne by private citizens. The boat dock they’re building right now is being funded by a $300,000 grant from the state of Louisi-ana and the goodwill of private citizens of New Iberia.
 City Park features a wide range of programs and activities tai-lored for adults and seniors. The list includes yoga, zumba, adult winter basketball, adult fl ag foot-ball (fall), adult soccer (spring),
 adult softball (fall), adult spring and summer softball, coed soft-ball, a fi tness center, Council on Aging dances, Acadian Ball Park baseball scouting activi-ties and swimming. There is a skateboard park for enthu-siasts who go for that type of enjoyment and entertainment. And there is a program, called “Guard,” in which youth may train to be lifeguards.
 The pool is open for public use Wednesday through Satur-day, 2-4 p.m. The pool can also be rented for after-school pro-grams or special events: $135 to use the entire pool; $75 for half pool; and $80 for splash pad.
 The summer camp is open for children ages 6-12, fi ve days a week (Monday through Friday), 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the cost of $75 per week. This program
 is especially attractive for parents who work and want to leave their children in a fun, educational and safe environ-ment.
 “Children are our most im-portant investment, our future. And we’ve got to take care of that investment,” Migues said. “In a way, the Recreation De-partment is doing a lot to help our kids.”
 “Our seniors,” he said, “are coming out more to walk, dance, do games and participate in social events. They want to live life. They want to volunteer. Theywant to make a difference.”
 To register or get more information about any of the programs or activities, call 369-2337, or fi nd the department on the website, www.cityofnewibe-ria.com.
 Parks, programs offer recreation in the city
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 his home parish, partici-pating in the group was a big help.
 Darnelle Delcambre teaches beginners at Schexnayder’s gallery, as well as giving private les-sons at home. The Jeaner-ette native said she belongs to L’ Acadien Art Guild, which meets monthly for artists to view each other’s work and offer critiques.
 “I started painting when I retired,” Delcam-bre said. That was 2001, when she started with watercolors.
 Delcambre has enjoyed the guild, but she also enjoys the opportunity to show and sell her works
 through events like the New Iberia ArtWalk, a semi-an-nual event sponsored by the city of New Iberia through its Main Street Program. For three hours on a Sat-urday, in the fall and in the spring, artists of all kinds line Main Street and set up in galleries for the public to view and, if inspired, buy art work.
 The art walk event can give a boost to artists’ pocketbooks, too, said Jane Braud, director of the Main Street Program, because the city offi cially has designated cultural districts.
 “If you’re a recognized cul-tural district, which we have two, then artists who sell their work, are exempt from sales taxes,” Braud said.
 A support system and sales tax breaks are good, but Braud said the pictur-esque Bayou Teche and its surroundings also draw artists from all over the country. The lifelong resi-dent of New Iberia said it wasn’t until she was almost 30 before she realized how much Iberia had to offer.
 “I guess if you live here and are accustomed to seeing it. You don’t appre-ciate what we have here,” she said.
 Delcambre agreed that the scenery in and around New Iberia is a natural draw for visual artists, but it also holds potential for a “plein air,” or open air, art exhibit like some cities hold on the East Coast that is a
 contest for the artists. The artists could win cash prizes.
 Until New Iberia advances to that level,
 Chestee Harrington, who does three-dimensional art work, including the use of wood, said New Iberia will continue to
 be a “crucible of creativity.” Harrington was born and raised in New Iberia, but spent about 30 years away from Iberia. She has more than 50 one-woman shows of her work since she began showing in 1968. But she has returned to New Iberia and is living near the place where she grew up.
 “It was time to have a home
 base,” she said.And that place is where
 many visual artists also can fi nd a home.
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 Artists and onlookers admire the many types of art at an ArtWalk.
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 Rachel Segura230-0066
 Gailar Gaddison852-7330
 Rebecca Ruskoski380-3680
 Laci Labry658-4335
 LOCATIONLOCATIONLOCATION
 Jennifer Forester577-5918
 John Sarkies380-9725
 You dream it... we’ll � nd it!
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 BY DANIEL HOLMES
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 New Iberia Parks and Recreation Department features more than its
 15 parks throughout the city, where people, and some ani-mals, come to “chill out.” It’s also a special kind of partner-ship, “a team effort,” between the Recreation Department and New Iberians, promoting health, fun and family.
 And the department features a slate of programs and activi-ties for adults and seniors that is impressive, comprehensive and inexpensive.
 “The best way for New Iberi-ans to fi nd out how their taxes are being used is to come to the Recreation Department,” said Tony Migues, superin-
 tendent of New Iberia Parks and Recreation. He said the “tax dollars — about a mil-lion plus — run this place.” But the total cost of what the department does far beyond the million-dollar budget. Migues indicated that the operational cost for what the department does for youth and adults rises to much more. But those costs are borne by the personal contributions and in-kind services provided by private citizens.
 “The community is getting more involved in the develop-ment, support and costs of many of the programs we of-fer,” he said.
 For instance, Migues ex-plained that a $200,000 play-ground was built and com-pletely paid for by the citizens
 of New Iberia. Additionally, he said, a $9,000 dog park got built. And “it didn’t cost the city a penny.”
 “The citizens are getting involved with helping the rec-reation department achieve what we’re doing, as a depart-ment,” Migues said. “It’s a team effort.”
 He said much of the parks’ resurfacing costs were borne by private citizens. The boat dock they’re building right now is being funded by a $300,000 grant from the state of Louisi-ana and the goodwill of private citizens of New Iberia.
 City Park features a wide range of programs and activities tai-lored for adults and seniors. The list includes yoga, zumba, adult winter basketball, adult fl ag foot-ball (fall), adult soccer (spring),
 adult softball (fall), adult spring and summer softball, coed soft-ball, a fi tness center, Council on Aging dances, Acadian Ball Park baseball scouting activi-ties and swimming. There is a skateboard park for enthu-siasts who go for that type of enjoyment and entertainment. And there is a program, called “Guard,” in which youth may train to be lifeguards.
 The pool is open for public use Wednesday through Satur-day, 2-4 p.m. The pool can also be rented for after-school pro-grams or special events: $135 to use the entire pool; $75 for half pool; and $80 for splash pad.
 The summer camp is open for children ages 6-12, fi ve days a week (Monday through Friday), 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the cost of $75 per week. This program
 is especially attractive for parents who work and want to leave their children in a fun, educational and safe environ-ment.
 “Children are our most im-portant investment, our future. And we’ve got to take care of that investment,” Migues said. “In a way, the Recreation De-partment is doing a lot to help our kids.”
 “Our seniors,” he said, “are coming out more to walk, dance, do games and participate in social events. They want to live life. They want to volunteer. Theywant to make a difference.”
 To register or get more information about any of the programs or activities, call 369-2337, or fi nd the department on the website, www.cityofnewibe-ria.com.
 Parks, programs offer recreation in the city
 We Have The Experience To GiveYou The Quality You Expect!
 XNLV
 150763
 New Store Hours:
 FRESH ROTISSERIE CHICKEN & FRESH SLICED DELI HAMEXCHANGES
 Sunday BBQ CHICKEN, PORK CHOPS, T-BONES, RIBEYES, FRESH SAUSAGE, PORK STEAKS, BABY BACK RIBS.
 ALL DINNERS SERVED WITH: RICE DRESSING, POTATO SALAD, BEANS & BUN. “STOP BY AND VISIT EVERY
 SUNDAY AND PICK UP YOUR BBQ DINNER!”
 KING CAKES
 ~Fresh Pastries ~ Money OrdersWe Accept Food Stamps
 Welcome!
 US Hwy 90 to Exit LA Hwy 83 1-800-284-4386
 CypressBayou.com
 Management reserves the right to cancel or modify any promotion without notice. Must be 21 to enter gaming and entertainment venues.
 Game Responsibly. Need Help? Call (877) 770-STOP (7867).
 It’s time you get lucky!
 better entertainment.
 more tables.
 great cuisine.
 exciting slots.
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YELLOWMAGENTA CYANBLACK
 early years.“I feel like I’m discover-
 ing him again,” Jacques Rodrigue said. “I just got a watercolor from 1968. It was a painting in Delcambre of a bunch of shrimp boats.”
 Rodrigue said he never knew his father painted with watercolors until the work arrived at the Foun-dation in New Orleans. The watercolor of the shrimp boats was typical of George Rodrigue, who was painting scenes from Cajun culture in the 1960s at a time no one else was.
 Typical, however, did not mean it lacked creativity. The Foundation’s director said one of the things that impressed him most about
 his father was the ability to keep things fresh. No matter how many times George Rodrigue painted his Blue Dog, he was able to keep it fresh for so many years.
 The person was just as impressive, though it wasn’t because George Rodrigue fi lled the room. He was “just George,” high school classmate John Pharr said after Rodrigue died in December.
 “We could talk to him like a regular guy, and we just thought it was phe-nomenal someone from New Iberia could achieve what he did,” Pharr said.
 His achievements included humanitarian aid, especially to New Or-leans following Hurricane
 Katrina’s devastation, and helping schools, like the grant the foundation gave
 to Episcopal Day School in Rodrigue’s hometown, af-ter it was selected to be in
 the Louisiana A+ Schools Program.
 School Head Kathleen O’Shaugh-nessy said the goal of the foundation’s program is to use artful thinking as tools to engage pupils in math, English, science and social studies.
 Yet, in all of George Rodrigue’s travels, meeting with
 heads of state and painting presidents and celebrities, Jacques Rodrigue said
 his father remained a man who never forgot his South Louisiana begin-nings.
 “He was so himself in any situation,” Jacques Rodriguesaid. “He was a guy from New Iberia who loved to have a good time. It didn’t matter who you were, he treated everyone the same.”
 The younger Rodrigue said his family was touched by the outpouring of condolences from peoplein New Iberia. So, too, was the family touched when downtown was dressed up with blue ribbons in honor of the artist who died aftera long bout with cancer.
 “I just want to publicly thank everyone for doing that for us,” Jacques Ro-drigue said.
 Available at participating offices. OBTP# B13696 ©2013 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
 We understand you don’t think about taxes all year – but we do. At H&R Block, we’re available year-round to discuss the tax implications of your life-changing events. From wedding bells, babies and new homes to medical issues and natural disasters, we’re here to put our expertise to work for you.
 HRBLOCK.COM
 WE’RE HEREALL YEAR – AT TAX TIME, OR ANYTIME.
 337-364-2150 1102 E Admiral Doyle Dr, New Iberia, LA 70560
 XNLV
 151768
 XNLV150912
 Call us at 364-1166
 1110 E. St. Peter St. New Iberia
 Mon-Fri 8am- 8pm Sat & Sun 9am-5pm
 A Great Alternative to the ER “Our providers have more than 50 years of experience”
 WALK-IN CLINIC & OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE
 From injury to illness, we do it all!Dr. Bee Well, Kenley Nonato, Clayt HulinFrank Garber, Riley Hulin
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 BLUE: The late George Rodrigue’s son is director of art foundationFROM PAGE 3
 The late George Rodrigue, a New Iberia native, paints in his studio in New Orleans. Rordigue’s ‘Blue Dog,’ shown above, became internation-ally known and a trademark of the artist.
 COURTESY OF GEORGE RODRIGUE FOUNDATION OF THE ARTS
 BY JEFF ZERINGUE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 An important part of building an art community is a
 support system, says lo-cal artist Paul Schexnay-der. That is an aspect of New Iberia that is help-ing to build its reputation as a city open to creative people and their talents.
 Many kinds of art are evident here, from the performance of musical groups that visit to the Iberia Performing Arts League, but the visual
 arts also are evident all around town.
 Schexnayder, a native of New Iberia, left for about eight years for college at LSU and a stint living on the East Coast. He was living in the Northeast before return-ing to the Queen City on the Teche, eventually opening the A&E Gallery at the corner of West St. Peter Street and Railroad Avenue.
 “Dialogue with other artists is so important,” Schexnayder said.
 Artists can critique
 each other’s work, talk about what techniques they use and feed off one another’s creativity, he said. Any kind of artist can participate in a group simply called The Artists
 Group, he said. Although his business often keeps him too busy to attend the monthly gatherings now, when he returned to
 BY JEFF ZERINGUE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Blue was the trademark color of one of New Iberia’s most famous sons. It’s also the color that describes how many family and friends might still feel four months after his passing.
 Artist George Rodrigue left his mark on his hometown and the world with his iconic Blue Dog, but he also left his George
 Rodrigue Foundation of the Arts that will continue to help students as they hope to reach the heights of fame this graduate of Catholic High School and University of Southwest-ern Louisiana, now the University of Louisiana at Lafayette did.
 Rodrigue’s son, Jacques, 32, is a lawyer who studied extensively the laws of intellectual trade. He also is executive director of the Foundation. Since his dad died, the younger Rodriguehas been going through the artist’s works, most recently some from the
 For all yourflowerneeds!
 Breaux’s Flowers1212 Center St. (Across from Freezo)
 364-6467 or 1-800-490-9935www.breauxsflowers.com
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 Conrad said the city was used by the Union to cut off supplies to Confeder-ates.
 Disease, war and a massive fi re ravaged the area with no signs of recovery until the railroad system was introduced in 1880. Lumber, sugar and cotton were easily exportable and provided a boost to the parish and the city’s economy. The oil and gas industry
 offered even more of a jump start to the region.
 New Iberia’s history has been per-manently displayed on bronze plaques throughout its historic district and at the Bayou Teche Museum.
 The city started getting in touch with its Spanish roots with the creation of the Spanish Heritage Festival held each November and with the creation of nonprofi t organization La Asociacion Espanola de Nueva Iberia Inc.
 SPANISH: Bronze plaquesFROM PAGE 2
 Art? New Iberiahas beau coupexamples here
 Color N.I. ‘Blue’ after artist’s death
 SEE ART, PAGE 4
 Rodrigue
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 ArtWalks attract many people and artists, such as the artist and women, above, to participating stores in downtown New Iberia.
 SEE BLUE, PAGE 6
 YOU CAN QUOTE MEON THAT
 CLAIM SERVICE SO GOOD IT’S GUARANTEED
 401 East St. Peter StreetNew [email protected]
 Call or stop by for a free quote.
 Wendy Lacour337-365-8156
 7778
 1
 Introducing the Claim Satisfaction Guarantee.I hope you never have a car accident. But if you do, it’s nice to know you’ll be happy with your claim experience. Guaranteed. If not, you’ll get a six-month credit on your premium. Sound good? Call me today.
 Subject to terms, conditions, and availability for a limited time on standard auto policies (and all TX auto policies). Premium credit will vary based upon vehicle involved and term of underlying policy. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co. Northbrook, IL © 2012 Allstate Insurance Co.
 Fortunately, there’s the Advanced Wound Center at Iberia Medical Center.Hard-to-heal wounds demand advanced care. At the Advanced Wound Center, we use cutting edge treatments, hyperbaric oxygen therapy and sophisticated case management to help patients with chronic wounds heal faster. And when wounds heal, lives improve. For more information, please call the Advanced Wound Center at Iberia Medical Center today.
 7 Million People Will Suffer From Chronic Wounds This Year.
 XN
 LV151748
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 BY DANIEL HOLMES
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Promoting health, family enrichment, youth and elderly activities and just
 plain ole enjoying life all lie at the heart of programs at Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation sites, covering more than 400 acres of green space for use by local residents.
 And with spring kicking in, being followed by the summer months and waves of new folks migrating here for that “South-ern touch” of the lighter side of life, Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation Departments offer a bevy of activities to meet the recreational needs and wants of everyone, from the babies to the senior citizens.
 Recreation planners are
 gearing-up this year for their newest public free program, “Fun on the Run!” It’s a one-day event, held over six days, at six different recreation sites in New Iberia and Jeanerette. It’s basi-cally designed for children, but planners say that it promises to be a big hit with the adults, too.
 “It’s a program for kids and their families to come and spend a day of great fun,” said Kalyn Landry, Recreation Program coordinator at Wil-low Wood Park. She said the day (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) will be fi lled with fun, food, games, food trucks, fi eld day, water day, outdoor carnival, fi tness day and retro day, in addition to assortment of interesting activities that can include the entire family But you can call 365-6197, and Kalyn said she’ll
 be happy to tell anyone more about the department’s premier attraction this year. Or, you can get details on the newly established website, www.iberiarecreation.com.
 A cursory look at the pro-grams offered at the parish’s 14 park sites virtually eliminates just about every barrier for any young person who wants to take advantage of the numerous and varied recreational opportuni-ties throughout the parish.
 “And where there are still lingering defi ciencies, we’re working hard to eliminate them,” said Katie Landry, director of Iberia Parish Parks and Recreation.
 “Transportation is still some-what of an issue,” Landry said. “But it’s linked to our location. We serve, basically, rural commu-
 nities. Our moms work. Kids are at home. But if you can get them to us, they can stay with us all day.”
 “Everyone recreates in their own way,” she said. “And we’re trying to accommodate as many as we can, in as many ways as we can.”
 Katie Landry pointed out that the department’s baseline objective is to promote fi tness, being active, boost self-esteem and morale and instill in young people an appreciation for play, being engaged and being healthy physically and mentally.
 For young people, recreation program activities include soft-ball, baseball, soccer, football, swimming, basketball, vol-leyball, tennis, year-round day camp and summer programs.
 This year, for the fi rst time in
 the spring, Iberia Recreation and the Iberia Soccer Associa-tion have teamed-up to spot-light the 2014 Spring Youth Soc-cer Clinic. It’s the fi rst event of its kind for the department, open to persons ages 4 to 18. It will feature special instruc-tions for those interested in learning basic soccer skills.
 This instruction is designed for persons who have not played soccer but who want to learn its elementary skills.
 The Clinic will be conducted by Louisiana State Licensed Instructors. Clinic days are 9 a.m. to noon today and Friday. The site is Pepperplex on Su-crose Drive in New Iberia. The cost for this particular class activity is $20 per person. For more information, call Kalyn at 365-6197.
 Parish recreation program appeals to families
 the city by Mother Katharine Drexel, who was declared a saint by Pope John Paul II in 2000.
 It was run by the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, the religious order Mother Drexel founded. It was integrated in the 1970s with desegregation and became
 the kindergarten through third grade feeder school for Catholic High.
 It was led by the sisters until 2004, but day-to-day operations of the school “continue to focus on the school’s mission of ‘Living the Eucharistic Reality that All are One in Christ,’ ” according to the school’s website.
 St. Edward has more than 360 students who are taught by teachers under the di-
 rection of school principal Karen Bonin.Contact the school at 369-6764 for regis-
 tration information, or visit the website at www.saintedwardpandas.com. Registration information is under the “Admissions” tab.
 Epiphany Day School was founded in 1982 by members of the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany in New Iberia to “offer a challenging curriculum within a Chris-tian environment to young students,” ac-cording to the school’s website.
 The school serves more than 150 students in grades pre-kindergarten through fi fth. The school prepares its students for grades six through 12 at the Episcopal School of Acadiana in Cade.
 Visit the school’s website at www.eds-ni.com or call Kathleen O’Shaughnessy, head of school, at 364-6841 for more information about admissions.
 Assembly Christian School was estab-lished in 1984 by First Assembly of God, said Nancy Richard, dean of secondary educa-tion. The fi rst year, classes were held in the cafeteria in the church building. Now the school has about 315 students a year from
 grades pre-kindergarten three to 12.Assembly Christian School offers a
 Christian-based education to families,Richard said, and now is an outreach ofthe church, Assembly Christian Center.
 The school has chapels every month andteaches the Bible every day, Richard said.
 Visit http://www.acsni.net/#/home/admissions or call 364-4340 for more in-formation about admissions.
 Highland Baptist Christian School wasfounded in 1996 by the Highland BaptistChurch to provide students in the NewIberia area with an excellent educationand the opportunity to know Christ, saidschool counselor Deanne Denton.
 The school averages about 500 studentsa year, Denton said, and still is a placewhere the faculty, staff and students areclosely connected.
 “It still is a family-type atmosphere,” Den-ton said. “We’re still able to invest in ourstudents at that level. We’re able to provideacademic excellence but really able toprovide them with spiritual guidance.”
 Call the school offi ce at 364-2273.
 value of the program,” Henderson said. “Many have gone on and expanded their studies. It’s amazing that the students were able to test out of two French programs.”
 Henderson said the program not only provides an academic benefi t, but also a cultural benefi t, and it provides stu-dents with an “excellent foundation.”
 “The time to learn that second lan-guage is in the early years,” Henderson said. “It’s an opportunity for kids and parents to take advantage of something that is really a unique experience.”
 The Iberia Parish Career Center attracts high school students from the fi ve high schools in the area. It offers programs and courses for careers or education. It also offers industry-based certifi cations, state-approved skills certifi cations and dual enrollment with post-secondary educa-tional institutions in many classes.
 Courses offered include auto body re-pair, early childhood education, custom sewing, emergency responder, nursing, welding, carpentry and many more.
 “The Iberia Parish Career Center is the jewel of the school system,” Henderson
 said. “It’s our career and technical educa-tion center and offers opportunities for kids in the area of career and tech ed that just are unmatched.”
 To register for pre-kindergarten, a child must be 4 years old on or before Sept. 30. To sign up for kindergarten, your child must be 5 years old on or before Sept. 30.
 Kindergarten is mandatory for chil-dren. Pre-k is based on required qualifi -cations and guidelines.
 French Immersion Class at North Lewis Elementary School is available to all kindergarten students, regardless of zone. Parents interested in the immersion class should contact North Lewis Elemen-tary Principal Tim Rosamond at 369-6132.
 Required documents for registration in-clude a state-issued birth certifi cate, Social Security card, immunization record and proof of residence (utility bill, such as gas, water or telephone). Parents or guardians of pre-k students also must show proof of household income (check stubs).
 For more information about registra-tion, contact the public school where you are zoned, Roger Hamilton at 365-2341 or Pamela F. Landry, Jennifer Joseph or Rebecca Allain at 364-7641.
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 PUBLIC: Kindergarten mandatory
 PRIVATE: Catholic, Assembly of God, Episcopalian, Baptist represented
 FROM PAGE 14
 FROM PAGE 14
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 Don’t forget Mothers Day
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 616 S. Lewis Suite C, New Iberia 70560 337-456-9800
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 YOUR KW AGENT New Iberia / Lafayette and surrounding areas.
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 INDEX■
 A HISTORICAL LOOK AT ‘NUEVA IBERIA’■
 A unique blend of European history sets New Iberia,
 or “Nueva Iberia,” apart from the rest of Acadi-ana.
 Founded in 1779 by Malaguenos colonists led by Col. Francisco Boulig-ny, the area became home to Spanish families whose descendents still carry their original names.
 Historian José Manuel de Molina, who spear-headed the twinning between New Iberia and Spanish city Alhaurin de la Torre in Malaga in 2011, said the Segura, Lopez, Migues, Romero and Prado families were early settlers of the area. The historian noted last names Viator and Gary originally were spelled Garrido and Villatoro.
 A port town then, New Iberia built its commerce on the Bayou Teche, which was accessible to merchants traveling by way of keelboats, fl atboats and schooners,
 according to South Loui-siana historian Glenn R. Conrad.
 Steamboats churned up and down the bayou car-rying cargo and travelers until the introduction of railroads in 1880.
 Iberia Parish was established in 1868 with New Iberia named as the parish seat. The city’s fi rst courthouse was built on the location presently known as Bouligny Plaza.
 Conrad said several of the city’s landmarks used by mariners can be seen today, including St. Peter’s Catholic Church, which was built in 1837.
 During the 19th century, the city lost much of its population to yellow fever.
 According to Conrad, every family lost at least one member to the disease.
 New Iberia residents also felt the brunt of the Civil War, which brought Union soldiers into the city.
 SEE SPANISH, PAGE 3
 The city courthouse is framed by stately live oak trees. The Bayou Teche, which
 fl ows behind the courthouse, was used for commerce in the city’s earliest days.
 THE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Spanish first settled in N.I.
 AT A GLANCE■
 • NEW IBERIA was founded in 1779.
 • THIS LOCALE was settled by Spaniard Col. Francisco Bouligny.
 • THE CITY’S rst court-house was built after New Iberia was named the seat for Iberia Parish.
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 Life Is Great...Braces Make It Better!!!
 1100 Andre St. Ste 205
 [email protected]
 Open Monday-Friday
 Dr. Chris Feldman
 Call Now for your Complimentary
 Orthodontic Consultation
 Braces and InvisalignFor All Ages
 Insurance AcceptedAffordable Payment Options
 Tune Ups • Shocks • Brake JobsOil Changes • Batteries • Alignments
 AC WorkALL WHEEL ALIGNMENT
 Helps prevent early tire wear with computerized accuracy, plus we
 inspect steering/suspension.$59 Most Vehicles
 Parts and rear shims extra, if needed.
 SPECIALPRICE
 OIL CHANGE & FILTERFrequent, vital engine maintenance includes
 refill of up to 5 qts. of quality 5W 30 oil.$3599
 Most VehiclesPrice includes oil disposal fee and chassis lubrication (if applicable).
 4-TIRE ROTATION &WHEEL BALANCE
 For smoother ride & longer tire wear. Plus weinspect tire tread, air pressure, valve stems.
 $2999Most Vehicles
 • NO PAYMENT FOR 90 DAYS+• NO INTEREST FOR 90 DAYS+• NO ANNUAL FEE TIRE & SERVICE
 M-F 7:30 am - 5:00 pmSat 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon
 406 E. Admiral Doyle Dr. (Across from Catholic High) (337) 364-1746
 from Rayne. St. Upery, whose husband, Ricky, is president of The Bayou Bow-men, fi elded a telephone call April 16 from a Loreauville woman whose 8-year-old son wanted to get into organized archery shooting.
 St. Upery, manager at Magic Video for the past 32 years, has been in the archery club since 1994. She and her husband also are in a hunting lease in North Louisiana near Winnfi eld with another local bowhunting enthusiast, Mike O’Brien of New Iberia, she said.
 The Bayou Bowmen’s membership fee is $100 per year per family ($75 per indi-vidual), St. Upery said, noting members get access to the indoor range all year. The archery club’s indoor range is open to the public on Thursdays, she said.
 Archery club members also shoot outdoors at ranges in Baton Rouge and Shreveport, she said.
 The Bayou Bowmen also play host to
 state and national tournaments, such as the recent National Field Archery Association Sectionals. Ricky St. Upery shot a 600 over 109, which means he missed hitting in-side only 11 of the 120 X’s the size of a dime.
 “He’s good. He shoots well,” his wife said.
 Joining the archery club is especially attractive to parents of young children, she said, because the sport can keep boys and girls off the streets.
 St. Upery noted that at least four mem-bers of the Jeanerette Junior Hunter Education Club also shoot regularly with The Bayou Bowmen.
 Hadaway, who moved here from Alaska, where he went on bowhunting trips for caribou on the Alaska North Slope in 1992, said the archery range helps him stay on top of his game with a bow and arrow. The veteran bowhunter got a doe with a bow and arrow this past season in Texas.
 “I used to go every Thursday. When I was in, I used to go every week,” he said.
 APeaceful Resting Place Among The Christian Community. Holy Family offers traditional ground and
 tomb burial in attractive, well-maintainedsurroundings.In addition, many types ofcremation memorials are available.
 Whatever your choice of burial option,Holy Family serves you and your familyfully and completely. Each burial planincudes the burial space and perpetualcare. Cemetery services may be held in theindoor chapel in the main mausoleumwhich is air conditioned and heated foryear round comfort.
 Six Reasons why Pre Planning is Important
 1. Informed decisions are easierto make underless stressful conditions.
 2. It assures that yourwishes will be carried out.
 3. Difficult financial burdens are eased through thoughtful pre-need planning
 4. There are countless otherdifficult duties that demand immediate attention on the day of the bereavement.
 5. It eliminates desperate haste & unchangeabledecisions.
 6. It eliminates wrong decisions by well- meaning “friends & relatives.”
 HOLYFAMILYCEMETERY&MAUSOLEUM ForMore Information With No Obligation Contact Deacon Wade Broussard, Deacon Steve Vancleve, orJohn Manes
 2807 Curtis Lane, New Iberia, LACall forappointment 364-1663
 Serving TheCommunity For Over
 40YearsCommitment
 ToCaring
 WHYNOW? PROTECTION, CHOICE,TERMS, and PRICE and
 PEACE OF MIND
 OpenTo People Of AllReligious
 Faiths
 APlace Of Peace &Tranquility ToCalm The Soul &Lift The Spirit
 Private Estate Mausoleums
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 ARCHERY: Bowhunters, other club members shoot at indoor rangeFROM PAGE 8
 SUBMITTED
 Archers shoot at their own inside range, above, at the Port of Iberia.
 337-365-9700
 1101E. Admiral DoyleNew Iberia
 www.vaneatonromero.com
 OVER THE TOPREAL ESTATE AGENTS
 Let us put our Knowledge andExperience to work for YOU!
 2012 Platinum Team Award$15.8 Million in Production in 2012
 IBERIA PARISH’S Top Residential TeamIBERIA PARISH’S TopListing and TopSelling Team
 Linell LinellChampagne Champagne
 337-254-8891 337-254-8891
 Rebekah RebekahMcGee McGee
 337-579-0333 337-579-0333
 LLynette ynetteBagala Bagala
 337-256-3300 337-256-3300
 Zonnie ZonnieLabry Labry
 337-256-2971 337-256-2971
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 BY KARMA CHAMPAGNE
 THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Family traditions, good food and celebrations are all part of the
 distinct culture that sets the Teche Area apart from any other place in the country. As Cajuns often say — “No food? No fun!”
 Much of that culture is refl ected in the diverse cui-sine that revolves around the many ethnic groups that make the Teche Area world famous for its cuisine. The infl u-ence of the Spanish, French, Creole, African American and Indian makes the cuisine special, refl ecting on the dif-ferent ethnic groups that have migrated through the area.
 The indig-enous ingre-dients used by cooks of the Teche Area, har-vested from the bounty of the land and waters, coupled with the fun-loving people of South Louisiana, have set apart the dining experience from all others.
 “The cuisine of South Louisi-ana is unlike that of any other area of our country and takes
 its uniqueness from our Acadian ancestors.
 Though they were exiled
 from Nova
 Scotia with little be-long-ings,
 they brought
 with them a ‘Joie de
 Vivre’ or ‘Joy of Living,’ which was
 celebrated in religious, family and seasonal events,” said Catherine Wattigny, a longtime contributor to the Cajun Sugar Co-op and the
 Daily Iberian Cajun / Creole Cookbook and contributing col-umnist for The Daily Iberian Teche Life food section.
 “They created meals with what was on hand, and this new home provided them withfertile land for planting crops and raising farm animals, as well as seafood from its waters.”
 The result was a melting pot of gourmet food prepared with wild game, glistening sugar processed from the areas’ sugar cane fi eld, the freshest of local fruits and vegetables straight from the fi elds and succulent seafood. Locally made seasonings, spices and hot sauces all
 Seafood and more tantalize taste budsTHE DAILY IBERIAN FILES
 Boiled crawfi sh are favorites in and around New Iberia.
 SEE SEAFOOD, PAGE 13
 ■ BEST PLACE TO GET CAR REPAIRS
 1ST: Dugas Auto Repairs■ BEST REAL ESTATE1ST: Angela Scott (Van Eaton
 & Romero)■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MEN’S HAIRCUTS1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 WOMEN’S HAIRCUT1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 CHILD’S HAIRCUT1ST: Clyde’s Hair Design■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MANICURE/PEDICURE1ST: Linda’s Nails■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
 1ST: Lowe’s Home Improve-ment
 ■ BEST PHARMACY1ST: L&M Pharmacy■ BEST CATERING SER-
 VICE1ST: Brent Dugas Catering■ BEST PLUMBING
 SERVICE1ST: Beano’s Plumbing■ BEST HEATING/AC
 SERVICE1ST: Fox A/C■ BEST PLACE TO WASH
 YOUR CAR OR TRUCK1ST: Get Wet Car Wash
 ■ BEST BANK TELLERS1ST: IberiaBank (Admiral
 Doyle Drive branch)■ BEST CHILDREN’S
 DAY CARE1ST: Cathy’s Day Care Center■ BEST GROCERY
 CHECKOUT SERVICE1ST: Bi-Lo Supermarket■ BEST DRY CLEANING
 SERVICE1ST: Derouen’s Cleaners■ BEST PLACE FOR
 TIRES/SERVICE1ST: Delta World Tire■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 FLOWERS1ST: Paul’s Flower & Plant Shop■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 OUTDOOR PLANTS1ST: Hebert’s Garden Center■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 CHILDREN’S CLOTHES1ST: For the Little Ones■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 APPLIANCES1ST: A&A Appliance Center■ BEST PLACE FOR APPLI-
 ANCE REPAIRS1ST: A&A Appliance Center■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SPORTING GOODS1ST: Lipari Sporting Goods
 and Specialties■ BEST PLACE TO BUY
 FURNITURE1ST: Foti Furniture■ BEST AUTO MECHANIC1ST: Larry Louviere at Dugas
 Auto Repair■ BEST BOAT MECHANIC
 1ST: Carroll Perez at Perez Marine Service
 ■ BEST PLACE TO BUY JEWELRY
 1ST: Allain’s Jewelry■ BEST PET GROOMER1ST: Tammy Talley (Reaux’s
 Animal Clinic)■ BEST PLACE FOR PET
 CARE1ST: Reaux Animal Hospital■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRESH PRODUCE1ST: Super 1 Foods■ BEST PLACE FOR SPE-
 CIALTY MEATS1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SNOWBALLS1ST: Snowball Factory■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SANDWICH1ST: Subway Sandwiches■ BEST PLACE FOR PIZZA1ST: Paradise Pizza■ BEST PLACE FOR
 MEXICAN FOOD1ST: Tampico Restaurant■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SALAD BAR1ST: Ruby Tuesday’s ■ BEST PLACE FOR
 ASIAN FOOD1ST: Golden Wok■ BEST PLACE FOR
 SUSHI:1ST: Bojangles Sushi & Oyster
 Bar■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BARBECUE1ST: Bon Creole Seafood
 ■ BEST PLACE FOR HAMBURGER
 1ST: Duffy’s Diner ■ BEST PLACE FOR
 STEAK1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRIED CHICKEN1ST: Popeye’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 POBOYS1ST: Bon Creole Seafood■ BEST PLACE FOR
 DONUTS1ST: Meche’s Donuts■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BOILED SEAFOOD1ST: Jane’s Seafood & Chinese
 Restaurant■ BEST PLACE FOR PRE-
 PARED SEAFOOD1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST SEAFOOD MAR-
 KET1ST: Mike’s Seafood
 ■ BEST PLACE FOR RED BEANS & RICE
 1ST: Popeye’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 GUMBO1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 FRENCH BREAD1ST: LeJeune’s Bakery■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BOUDIN1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE FOR
 CRACKLINS1ST: Legnon’s Boucherie■ BEST PLACE TO MEET
 FOR BREAKFAST1ST: Victor’s Cafeteria■ BEST PLACE FOR
 DESSERTS1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BUSINESS LUNCH1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE FOR
 KIDS FOOD1ST: McDonald’s■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BUFFET1ST: Golden Wok■ BEST PLACE FOR
 HOMESTYLE COOKING1ST: Victor’s Cafeteria■ BEST PLACE FOR
 BAKERY ITEMS1ST: Super 1 Foods■ BEST PLACE FOR DINING
 ATMOSPHERE1ST: Little River Inn■ BEST PLACE TO GO
 DANCINGClementine Dining, Spirits &
 Catering■ BEST TECHE AREA
 FESTIVAL(Tie): Louisiana Sugar Cane Fes-
 tival and Fair; World Champion-ship Gumbo Cookoff
 ■ BEST PLACE TO PLAY GOLF
 Squirrel Run Golf Club
 Building A New Home Or Upgrading Old Appliances?
 Bestof theTeche
 Readers’ Favorites
 2013
 364-0495
 We Feature:
 www.aaappliancecenter.com
 Celebrating Over 67 Years In Business!
 Locally Owned & Operated
 XN
 LV15
 1790
 Go To A&A Appliance Center...they offer low price name brand
 products & the best service around!
 Protect your worldAuto • Home • Life • Retirement
 1550 E. Admiral DoyleNew [email protected]
 Jimmy Champagne337-365-0914
 7771
 8
 Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Insurance Co.. Life insurance and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL, and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL. In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.
 Call me today to discuss your options.Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your retirement and your life. And the more of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.
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 BEST OF THE TECHE: THE ABRIDGED LIST■Each year, The Daily Iberian asks
 its readers to select the best people, places and things in its Best of the Teche publication. Here’s a sampling of No. 1s:
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YELLOWMAGENTA CYANBLACK
 The real estate mar-ket for buyers and sellers in Iberia
 Parish is continuing to improve, local Realtors and brokers say.
 Realtor Michael Lam-perez of Caffery Real Estate said houses are not sitting on the market as long now as they were a year to 18 months ago.
 “It used to be a majority buyers market, but I think we’re seeing a shift in balance,” Lamperez said. “The scales are starting to even out, so to speak.”
 Angela Scott, branch manager and associate broker for Van Eaton Romero Real Estate, agrees. She said the local housing market is steadi-ly growing and “getting better every day.”
 “We see the strongest price range is the $150,000 to $200,000 price range,” Scott said, which also is the fastest-selling price range.
 She said sellers are mov-ing up — getting bigger homes, more land or both.
 Pat Caffery Jr., Realtor and owner of Caffery Real Estate, said that the overall market is “ex-tremely positive.” He said
 a 39-lot development his company had was sold completely over the past 24 months.
 “All of those people who
 are buying these lots are young families,” Caffery said. “It tells me that Iberia Parish can provide what buyers want … be-cause we have the land.”
 The land where new homes soon will be is because of an expand-ing commercial market, Caffery said. Development of commercial land and the health of single family dwellings go hand in hand.
 “We are rapidly expand-ing our commercial infra-structure,” Caffery said, which means over the next 10 to 15 years more people will be moving to Iberia Parish “and staying.”
 Local contractor Johnny Romero said the average person moving to New
 Iberia typically is looking for a family home around $125,000, and those homes are available.
 “Most people want the houses just over the $100,000 mark, but a few are looking for the big-ger properties at over $250,000.”
 Monique Taylor with Pelican Real Estate says the homes are more af-fordable in Iberia. She normally sells real estate on the south side of La-fayette Parish, where she says the average price for a three-bedroom family home is near $225,000.
 Freelance writer Leah Richard contributed to this report.
 DAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDETHURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014 10
 BY LEAH RICHARD
 SPECIAL TO THE DAILY IBERIAN
 Apartments, condos and rental homes are
 readily available in New Iberia without much searching. The rent for the area has steadily been rising said prop-erty manager Johnny Romero.
 “I’m now getting $800 a month for what I used to rent for $450 a month just a few years ago.”
 The problem, he says, is buyers who have dif-ficulty selling their homes oftentimes turn to renting. Romero, who’s been dealing in real estate for four decades, says there is no shortage of renters willing to pay what the market will bear.
 Romero deals mostly in rental homes. He says the average rent for a two to three bedroom home could run anywhere from $800 to more than $1,800 depending on how large of a space is being rented. He said there are also quite a few mobile homes for rent in the
 area, which usually rent for much less than the average family home, around $650 a month.
 According to multiple online listings, a major-ity of homes available for rent are within the city limits of New Iberia. The same is true for apart-ments and condominiums.
 A new renter looking at a single-family home can expect to foot the bill for their utilities and sewer fees in New Iberia. Most of the listings with agents and websites take care to mention those charges are not included in the rent. The average rent for a two-bedroom apartment is near the price of renting a house at $800 a month. The main difference is sewer tends to be included in the rent, but utilities and cable are separate at various properties.
 There are many ways to find potential properties to rent here. Renters often turn to websites like The Daily Iberian classifi eds online that deal with the property owner instead of a prop-erty management team.
 Rental pricescontinue spiraling
 METROCREATIVECONNECTION.COM
 Homes being sold aren’t staying on the market as long now as 18 months ago.
 Many options for home buyers
 Mike & Mary Ellen Andrus
 367-1498 • 715 S. Lewis St., New Iberia
 XNLV
 2705
 6
 Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM or By Appointment
 FlooringLaminate • Carpet • Ceramic TileVinyl & Wood Flooring • Paint
 RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTORS WELCOME
 EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
 CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
 Welcome To Life On
 The Teche!
 XNLV151271
 NEWCOMERS GUIDE 2014
 MAY 24, 2014
 INSIDE• New Iberia: A crucible of creativity; salute to Blue Dog artist .....Page 3
 • Food: There’s nothing like our local cuisine ................................Page 12
 • School options abound: Public, private schools offer choices ......Page 14
 • Things to do: City, parish offerings for children & adults. ...........Pages 16 & 18www.iberianet.com
 XNLV151713
 Agents are licensed in the state of Louisiana
 Main Offi ce: 337-365-9700Located behind Community 1st
 Bank on Emile Verret Road @ Old Jeanerette Road
 Teche Ridge is a development of: Teche Ridge, LLC
 1101 E. Admiral Doyle • 365-9700New Iberia
 www.vaneatonromero.com
 Call Angela Scott at 337-380-6530 or Allen Duhe at 337-254-7812
 Home Construction
 Begins Summer 2014!
 Teche Ridge, a Traditional Neighborhood Development, will offer Iberia Parish residents the opportunity to live, work and play without ever leaving home. With shops, restaurants, parks and professional offi ces all within a short walking distance of each home, this unique community will afford its residents more time for leisure.
 Smart Growth.Buy. SmartIberia’s Traditional Neighborhood Development
 TECHERIDGE.COM
 15 04.24.14 NEWCOMER’S GUIDEDAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDE THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 201411
 20 04.24.14 NEWCOMER’S GUIDE
 SUPERMARKETWe Welcome You To Our Hometown New Iberia
 & So Much More!
 WEOFFER
 207 North Lewis • 365-1176 • 365-9886www.bilo-supermarket.com • Store Hours: Mon-Sun 7:00am-8:00pm XN
 LV14
 9790
 We Are
 Locally Owned
 & Operated
 • USDA Choice Meats• Groceries• Produce• Frozen Food• Dairy• Wine• Beer & Liquor• Fresh Sliced Deli Ham
 • Fully Cooked Brisket• Fresh Rotisserie Chicken• Hot French Bread• Stuffed Potatoes• BBQ Back Ribs• Pastries
 DAILY IBERIAN / NEWCOMERS GUIDE THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 201420
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