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MLA Documentation StyleWhy do we use MLA documentation?
 To avoid plagiarismTo give thanks to our sources for the
 information they provided us.To inform our audience of where they
 could find the same information, in case they want to pursue further study.
 To demonstrate that we are responsible, intelligent, informed authors.
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Five Basic Entries You will Need to Know:
 1.Books (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0238 )
 2.Articles in Books (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0270 )
 3.Articles (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_s2-0007 )
 4.Works from a Website (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0378 )
 5.Article from an Online Database (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0391 )
 http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0238
 http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0238
 http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0270
 http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0270
 http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_s2-0007
 http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_s2-0007
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Basic Format for a Book (New Version)
 Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. Title of the Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. Medium.
 Remember to alphabetize all entries by the author’s last name.
 All book titles must be italicized! Do NOT include personal titles (Mr., Ms., Dr.,
 Rev.) Only include the state or country of publication
 if the publisher is located in a small, unknown city. In other words London, England can just be listed as “London.” London, Ohio, must be listed as “London, OH.”
 If you need to use the state names, make sure to only use the state abbreviation, not the entire name.
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A Note on the “Medium”The “medium” of your citations is just what
 form the source took. Though this can start to get really complicated (was it an article? A book? An e-book? An article usually published in a printed journal but placed online in PDF form?), for the sake of this assignment, you will only be required to cite your sources as one of two mediums: Print or Web. That’s it. If you got it online, it’s from the Web. If you walked over to the library and can physically hold it in your hands, it’s Print. You don’t have to be concerned with any other Medium for the duration of this course.
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Create a Citation—Homework Exercise #1Title: Field Notes from a Catastrophe:
 Man, Nature, and Climate ChangeAuthor: Elizabeth KolbertPublisher: BloomsburyTopic: Environment/PoliticsMedium: PrintYear: 2007Location: New York, NY
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Basic Format for an Article within a Book
 Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Selection.” Title of the Book. Ed. Book’s Editors (names in normal order) City of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication. Pages of Selection. Medium.
 Known as a “Work within an Anthology” (an Anthology is just a book with a collection of articles, stories, and shorter works, much like your textbook!).
 Books are italicized. Shorter works are placed in quotes. Remember, the “Author” is the person who wrote the
 selection you are using, not the person who edited the entire book!
 List the Editors of the book (often listed in the front pages of the book) as “Ed.” before naming them, with names in “normal” order. Ex: Ed. Rachel Baumgardner Burke. NOT Ed. Baumgardner Burke, Rachel.

Page 7
                        

Create a Citation—Homework Exercise #2Editors: Esther Rothblum and Sondra
 SolovayPlace of Publication: New York, NYYear of Publication: 2009Publisher: New York University PressAuthor of Selection: Pat LyonsTitle of Selection: “Prescription for Harm:
 Diet Industry Influence, Public Health Policy, and the ‘Obesity Epidemic’”
 Pages: 75-87Title: The Fat Studies ReaderMedium: Print
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Basic Format for an ArticleAuthor’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of
 Article.” Title of Journal or Magazine Volume #. Issue # (Date of Publication): Pages. Medium.
 All dates are to be in day, month, year format with abbreviated months. Ex: (26 Jun. 1996). Any journal which is published during a season, not a month, needs to have the season spelled out fully. Ex: (Summer 1995).
 Do NOT include “Vol.” or “Iss.” when you record the volume and issue numbers. Just list the numbers themselves.
 Do NOT place a period between the journal title and the volume and issue numbers! (Don’t know why; it’s just a rule)
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Create a Citation—Homework Exercise #3Author: Margaret DickieTitle: “The Cantos”Sub-title: “Slow Reading”Journal Title: English Literary History,
 ELHPrimary Subject Author: Ezra PoundPublisher: Johns Hopkins University PressDate of Publication: Winter 1984Volume: 51Pages: 819-835Medium: Print
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Basic Format for a Work from a Website
 Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Piece.” Title of Website. Sponsor of Website, Date of Publication or Update. Medium. Date You Accessed It.
 Many websites don’t have authors. If there is no author listed (either individual or corporate), alphabetize by the article title. This holds true for any anonymously-authored work.
 Websites also may not have publisher or publication dates listed.
 No Publisher: Write, “N.p.” where you would otherwise list the publisher.
 No Publication Date: Write “n.d” for “no date” URLs are no longer required as part of the
 citation. The title of the website and it’s sponsor will often be the
 same thing. For example: NPR.org is sponsored by NPR.
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Create a Citation—Homework Exercise #4http://www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham/
 content/articles/2005/04/13/teens_anorexia_true_story_feature.shtml
 Think about this as you cite: How do you create a citation using just the website? (You don’t have to answer this as part of your homework)

Page 12
                        

Basic Format for an Article from an Online Database
 Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal/Magazine Vol #. Iss # (Date of Publication): Pages. Title of Database. Medium. Date You Accessed It.
 Cite article the way that you would for a regular journal article, but add the Database information on afterwards.
 The Database Title will be the name that is listed on the Library’s list of Databases, not necessarily what you see when you search for something. “EbscoHost” is the name of the sponsor or publisher for many of our databases, which have their own titles. Academic Search Premier is the title of the database.
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Create a Citation—Homework Exercise #5
 Click on: http://www.bsu.edu/libraries/databases/index.php?tab=subject&subject=58
 Select the database “MLA International Bibliography”
 Search for “Virginia Woolf” and “Collier, Patrick” (check your spelling!!)
 Cite the 1st entry (“Virginia Woolf in the Pay of Booksellers”)
 You will probably have to open the PDF attachment to get all the information you will need.
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Places to Go for HelpDiana Hacker online: http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html
 OWL at Purdue: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
 Sample BibliographiesME!
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