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L A N G U A G E , R E L I G I O N , E T H N I C I T I E S , E C O N O M Y
 WEST AFRICA
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LANGUAGES
 • Home to the three major language families on the African continent:
 • Niger-Congo• Afro-Asiatic• Nilo-Saharan
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NIGER-CONGO
 • Except for Arabic and Hausa, the major languages are from the Niger-Congo family:• Yoruba• Igbo• Fulfulde/Pulaar• Akan• Wolof
 • Widely believed to be the largest family of languages in the world
 • This family has a similar basis and probably developed from one original language
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NIGER-CONGO
 • As of now researchers are not sure which language was the original
 • It has only been recently that it was understood that the languages of West Africa were related and came from the same family
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GENERAL LINGUISTICS
 • Language groups well-represented as the continental sub-region is home to over 500 languages
 • West African languages have the largest concentration of first and second-language speakers on the continent.
 Language # of Native Speakers
 Hausa (HAU) 24,988,000
 Yoruba (YOR) 19,380,800
 Igbo (IBO) 18,000,000
 Fulah (FUL) 12,269,800
 Akan (AKA) 8,300,000
 Mòoré (MOS) 5,061,700
 Mandingo (MAN) 4,537,000
 Wolof (WOL) 3,976,500
 Yemba (YBB) 300,000
 Ngomba (JGO) 63,000
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HAUSA
 • Chadic language• About 39 million speakers• Spoken mainly in:
 • Northern Nigeria and Niger• Benin• Burkina Faso  • Cameroon• CAR• Chad• Congo• Eritrea• Germany• Ghana• Sudan• Togo
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HAUSA
 • Since the 17th century, Hausa has been written with  a version of the Arabic script known as ajami.
 • Most early  writing in was Islamic poetry or Islamic themed. • Ajami is still used to write poetry • There is no standard spelling system• Variation in spelling between different  writers.
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HAUSA
 • Version written with the Latin alphabet known as boko • Began to emerge during the 19th century. • Until the 1950s ajami and boko were both used• Since then boko has been the main alphabet• Long vowels are either indicated by doubling (aa, ee, etc) or
 by a macron (ā, ē, etc) • Long consonants are indicated by doubling.
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ECONOMICS
 • Economic Community Of West African States (ECOWAS) • Regional group of fifteen countries, founded in 1975• Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote d'Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,
 Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo
 • Works to promote co-operation in the region on a range of economic and political issues including conflict resolution
 • Designed to:• Implement policies, and carry out development projects
 • Projects include:• Intra-community road construction and telecommunications • Agricultural, energy and water resources development
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WEST AFRICA ECONOMY AND MONETARY UNION (WAEMU)
 • Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Togo
 • Share:• Common currency• Common central bank• Development bank• Regional stock exchange• Common banking regulator.
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STATISTICS
 • Average yearly income per person is $309• Economic growth averaged 2.5 percent duringpast three years• Population growing by 2.2 percent a year• Economic growth of about 6-7 percent a year would be
 required to cut extreme poverty in half• Over 55 percent of West Africans life on less than $1 a day• Life expectancy at birth is only 46 years• Secondary school enrollment is at 20 percent
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MORE STATISTICS
 • Forty-two percent of adults are illiterate• Malnutrition affects 29 percent of children under the age of five• Only about 10 percent of the overall population has access to electricity• In rural areas this figure can be as low as 1 percent• The area also has among the world's lowest penetration for
 telecommunications services. • Only 3.39 percent of people had access to a telephone as of late last year
 compared to a world average of around 36 percent. • In 2002, only about 63 percent of ECOWAS' 245 million people had
 access to a safe water supply. • In 1999, it was estimated that $800 million that could have been used for
 development was instead diverted into conflicts.
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US TRADE WITH WAEMU
 • $1.9 billion in total (two-way) goods trade with WAEMU in 2009
 • Exports totaled $1.0 billion
 • Imports totaled $871 million
 • The U.S. goods trade surplus with WAEMU was $157 million in  2009
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U.S. GOODS EXPORTS TO WAEMU
 • WAEMU countries combined would have been the United States 74th largest goods export market in 2009. 
 • The  U.S. export markets in WAEMU for 2009 were:• Benin ($398 million)• Cote  d’ Ivoire ($206 million)• Senegal ($176 million)• Togo ($125 million)• Niger ($58 million)• Mali ($37 million)• Burkina Faso ($26 million)• Guinea Bissau ($2 million). 
 • Top export categories in 2009 were:  • Vehicles ($374 million)• Mineral Fuel (oil) ($216  million)• Machinery ($95 million)• Plastic ($44 million)• Cereals  (rice) ($38 million). 
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U.S. GOODS IMPORTS FROM WAEMU
 • WAEMU countries were the United States 75th largest goods import supplier in 2009. 
 • The  U.S. import suppliers from WAEMU for 2009 were: • Cote d’ Ivoire ($745  million)• Niger ($106 million)• Senegal ($7 million )• Togo ($7  million)• Mali ($4 million)• Burkina Faso ($2 million)• Benin ($441  thousand)• Guinea Bissau ($43 thousand). 
 • The five largest import categories in 2009 were: • Cocoa ($641 million)• Mineral Fuel (oil)  ($168 million)• Rubber ($22 million)• Wood ($10 million)• Special  Other (returns) ($9 million). 
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BALANCE OF MERCHANDISE TRADE
 • The U.S. goods trade surplus with WAEMU was $157 million in 2009, a 39.6% decrease ($103 million) over 2008.
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RELIGION
 • No real concept of an African atheist in history
 • No concept of a "personal religion." • Sense of belief in God a key aspect of African identity• contrasted from other continents by the high function divinity plays in
 ordinary life  
 • Generalizations are difficult due to the diversity of African native religions
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RELIGION
 • Some do share some common features: • Belief in a supreme deity above a host of lesser gods or semi-divine
 figures• Belief in the power and intercession of ancestral spirits• Idea of sacrifice or libation to ensure divine protection and generosity• The need to undergo rites of passage to move from the  different stages
 of life (childhood to adulthood, from life to death).
 • The role of humanity is generally seen as a harmonizing relationship between nature and the super-natural forces.
 • The two main religions:• Christianity• Islam
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CHRISTIANITY
 • Brought to the region by European missionaries during the colonial era
 • Fundamental to the cultures in Sudan, Nigeria, Ghana, the coasts, and Ethiopia.
 • The majority of Christianizing in Africa is unfortunately linked to enslavement and colonization.
 • Historically used as a tool to control the people being exported as slaves.
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ISLAM
 • Been part of Africa since its emergence• One of  the fastest growing religions among Africans• Largest religion in Africa
 • Accounts for 1/4 of the world's Muslim population of 1.5 billion
 • With every step towards Islamization, Africa has responded with the Africanization of Islam• Creating Africa's own Islamic orthodoxies
 • By the time of the Atlantic slave system approx. 15-30% of the enslaved Africans that arrived in the New World were Muslim• Influenced much of the culture and traditions of  African American people
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ISLAM
 • Islam entered Africa (Ethiopia)  before it reached:• India• Afghanistan• Palestine• Iraq• Persia • Saudi Arabia
 • The process of Islamization was by African traders eg. The Fulani.
 • Was the religion of the elites, merchants, rulers for over 1000 years.
 • Later, became a military force of conquest • Used to expand the faith and the Islamic polity (government/rule)
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ETHNICITIES
 • http://sci388sp2014.pbworks.com/w/page/76584203/Language%2C%20Religion%2C%20Ethnicities%2C%20Economy
 http://sci388sp2014.pbworks.com/w/page/76584203/Language%2C%20Religion%2C%20Ethnicities%2C%20Economy
 http://sci388sp2014.pbworks.com/w/page/76584203/Language%2C%20Religion%2C%20Ethnicities%2C%20Economy
 http://sci388sp2014.pbworks.com/w/page/76584203/Language%2C%20Religion%2C%20Ethnicities%2C%20Economy
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