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Presented by
 • Sana Javed• Marriam Shahid• Anam Iqbal• Bushra Iqbal• Tamseel Khalid• Sadaf Saleem
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TOPIC
 Different powers/Functions of government and Reasons of the supremacy of legislative power according to Jhone Locke
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INTRODUCTION• John Locke [29 August 1632 – 28 October 1704]
 was an English physician and philosopher regarded as one of the most influential of Enlightenment thinkers. he is equally important to social contract theory.
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• Locke's father, who was also named John Locke, was a country lawyer and clerk to the Justices of the Peace in Chew Magna, who had served as a captain of cavalry for the Parliamentarian forces during the early part of the English civil war.
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political philosophy • Locke’s political philosophy is
 divided into two discernible eras – his Oxford period (1652-66) and his Shaftsbury period, when he was employed by Lord Anthony Ashley-Cooper (later Earl of Shaftsbury) from 1666-1683 through his final years following Shaftsbury’s death.
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Political Life
 • The Seventeenth Century was a period of immense upheavals – across Europe the Thirty Years Wars had raged (1608-48), and in Locke’s Britain, Civil War broke out in 1642: “I no sooner perceived myself in the world but I found myself in a storm.”
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• The essential divisions that operated in the Civil Wars may be thought of as splitting Puritan or Independent religious proponents with supporters of the rights of Parliament
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Locke’s Political Writings
 • (1689) A Letter Concerning Toleration – (1690) A Second Letter Concerning Toleration – (1692) A Third Letter for Toleration
 • (1689) Two Treatises of Government• (1690) An Essay Concerning Human
 Understanding • (1693) Some Thoughts Concerning Education • (1695) The Reasonableness of Christianity, as
 Delivered in the Scriptures
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Treatises of Government
 • Locke’s Two Tracts on Government (1660 and 1662), not published until the 20th Century, form a reply to his fellow student at Christ Church, Edward Bagshaw, who had published and argued for religious authenticity
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Two Treatises• They were first published in 1698,
 but when they were penned is of critical importance; originally the Two Treatises were deemed an apology – a defence – for the Glorious Revolution, but Peter Laslett claims its origins back to 1679
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The First Treatise of Government
 • The First Treatise is a logical rebuttal of the works of Sir Robert Filmer who’s Patriarcha and other writings supported the theory of the divine rights of kings – that is, monarchy is a divine established institution and that kings rule as God’s regents on earth.
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• The First Treatise paves the way, as Locke advertises in his Preface, to justify government by the consent of the people.
 • Locke summarizes Filmer’s theory that all government is [or ought to be] an absolute monarchy:
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The Second Treatise of Government
 • It provides Locke's positive theory of government - he explicitly says that he must do this” lest men fall into the dangerous belief that all government in the world is merely the product of force and violence.
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Locke’s account involves several devices which were common in seventeenth and eighteenth century political philosophy — natural rights theory and the social contract. Natural rights are those rights which we are supposed to have as human beings before ever government comes into being.
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• This is the theory of the social contract. There are many versions of natural rights theory and the social contract in seventeenth and eighteenth century European political philosophy, some conservative and some radical. Locke's version belongs on the radical side of the spectrum
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Analysis of Locke’s Two Treatises
 • In this section, the reader’s attention is drawn to several issues that the Two Treatises raises. It is by no means exhaustive; indeed it is extremely fractional in comparison with the debates and problems the Two Treatises have provoked. Locke an scholarship has attracted and continues to generate hundreds of articles on the various aspects of his philosophy – property, rights, rebellion, women, trust, social contract theory, anarchy, toleration, etc
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The Social Contract Theory
 • Just as natural rights and natural law theory had a florescence in the 17th and 18th century, so did the social contract theory.
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Locke's positive theory of government
 • ”that all government in the world is merely the product of force and violence, and that men live together by no other rules than that of the beasts, where the strongest carries it...”
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• Locke's argument for the right of the majority is the theoretical ground for the distinction between duty to society and duty to government, the distinction that permits an argument for resistance without anarchy. . Still, a government of any kind must perform the legitimate function of a civil government.
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The Function of Civil Government
 • The aim of such a legitimate government is to preserve, so far as possible, the rights to life, liberty, health and property of its citizens, and to prosecute and punish those of its citizens who violate the rights of others and to pursue the public good even where this may conflict with the rights of individuals.
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• This is one of the main reasons why civil society is an improvement on the state of nature. An illegitimate government will fail to protect the rights to life, liberty, health and property of its subjects, and in the worst cases, such an illegitimate government will claim to be able to violate the rights of its subjects that are it will claim to have despotic power over its subjects.
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Legislative power • It is supreme but it ought not to be
 absolute or arbitrary. . It “can never have a right to destroy, enslave, or designedly impoverish the subjects.” The government cannot take a man’s property without his consent, and since governments need to raise taxes to finance themselves, they can only do so with the consent of the governed. “
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• The executive may use powers of prerogative to ensure the smooth process of legislation, but it ought never to overstep its bounds. Locke observes that while good princes stay within their limitations, Locke pointed out that the legislative body responsible for deciding what the laws should be need only meet occasionally, but the executive branch of government, responsible for ensuring that the laws are actually obeyed, must be continuous in its operation within the society.
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. Locke believed that the legislative
 • “being but the joint power of every member of the society given up to that person or assembly which is legislator, it can be no more than those persons had in a state of Nature before they entered into society, and gave it up to the community.”
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Conclusion: • We have seen that when the
 individual joins a political community or society, by his own freewill, then he enters into a form of contract which is a calculated risk, because he enters the contract with the expectation that it will prove to be to his benefit.
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• Locke's theory of resistance does not depend on the 'legal fiction, of direct majority rule; indeed the theory of resistance derives from the right of society to institute a government which is authorised by the consent of the majority, which places legitimate obligations on all members of society, and which operates or functions for public good.
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