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I. U.S. Urban Ethnic Diversity

Page 2
                        

A. Distribution of Ethnicities
 1. In the U.S.:
 – clustering of ethnicities
 – African-American migration patterns
 2. Ethnicity & race
 – division by race (South Africa)
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B. U.S. Distribution
 1. African-Americans: 13% Hispanics: 15%
 2. Asian-American: 4%American Indian: 1%
 * “Hispanic” or Hispanic-American: term that the U.S. government chose in 1973 applied to all people from Spanish-speaking countries
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Population in the U.S. by Race, 2000In 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau allowed Americans to categorize themselves
 as one race or more than one race.
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C. Clustering of Ethnicities
 1. Clustering of ethnicities at two scales:
 - particular regions
 - neighborhoods
 2. African-Americans: clustered in the Southeast
 Hispanics: Southwest
 Asian-Americans: West
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African Americans in the U.S.
 The highest percentages of African Americans are in
 the rural South and in northern cities.
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Hispanic Americans in the U.S.
 The highest percentages of Hispanic Americans
 are in the southwest and in northern cities.
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Asian Americans in the U.S.
 The highest percentages of Asian Americans are in
 Hawaii and California.
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Native Americans in the U.S.
 The highest percentages of Native Americans are in
 parts of the plains, the southwest, and Alaska.
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D. Ethnicities in Cities 1. more than half of African-
 Americans live in cities
 Ex: 75% in Detroit are African-American…1/20th in rest of Michigan
 2. states with the largest Hispanic populations—California & Texas
 3. descendants of European immigrants: ethnic identity more likely to be retained through cultural traditions, NOT location
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Ethnicities in Chicago
 African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans, &
 European Americans clustered in different areas of city.
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Ethnicities in Los Angeles
 Hispanic, white, African American, and Asian areas in and
 around Los Angeles.
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E. Residential Segregation
 The “degree to which two or more groups live separately from one another”…
 Highest Rate of Residential Segregation for African Americans:
 Lowest Rate of Residential Segregation
 for Hispanics:
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Ethnic Groups in Los Angeles
 “barrioization” – when the population of a neighborhood changes over largely to Hispanic
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African Americans in Baltimore
 Areas with 90% African American population in Baltimore
 expanded from a core area NW of downtown in the 1950s.
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Race in the United States
 • Every 10 years the U.S. Bureau of the Census asks people to classify themselves according to races with which they most closely identify.
 • The 2000 census permitted people to check more than 1 of 14 categories listed.
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F. “White Flight”
 • Segregation laws were eliminated during the 1950-1960s
 • Rather than integrate, whites fled
 • Led to the expansion of black ghettos in U.S.
 ghetto: a segregated ethnic neighborhood
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II. International Ethnic Divisions

Page 20
                        

A. Division in South Africa
 1. Apartheid: the physical separation of different races
 2. Apartheid laws repealed during the 1990s
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Dismantling of Apartheid
 • 1991: the white-dominated government of South Africa repealed the apartheid laws,
 • The African National Congress was legalized, and its leader, Nelson Mandela, was released from jail after more than 27 years.
 • In April 1994, Mandela was overwhelmingly elected the country’s first black president.
 • Whites were guaranteed representation in the government during a five-year transition period, until 1999.
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B. Ethnicities into Nationalities
 1. Rise of nationalities
 – Nationalism
 2. Multinational states
 – Ex: Former Soviet Union
 3. Revival of ethnic identity
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1. The United Kingdom
 • United Kingdom: England, Scotland, Wales, & Northern Ireland
 • The main element of distinct national identity comes from sports…
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2. Republics of the Soviet Union
 • 15 republics of former Soviet Union are now independent countries.
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Soviet Ethnicities

Page 26
                        

New Central Asian States

Page 27
                        

3. The Caucasus
 The Caucasus region is extremely
 diverse ethnically. Ethnic groups
 are spread across several national
 boundaries.
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4. Sudan
 • In Sudan a civil war has raged since the 1980s between two ethnicities:
 the black Christian and animist rebels in the southern provinces and the Arab Muslim-dominated government forces in the north

Page 29
                        

5. Lebanon
 • Lebanon severely damaged by fighting among religious factions since the 1970s.
 • Current estimate is about 60 percent Muslim, 30 percent Christian, and 10 percent other.
 • When Lebanon became independent in 1943, the constitution required that each religion be represented in the Chamber of Deputies according to its percentage in the 1932 census.
 Christians, Sunni Muslims, Shiite
 Muslims, and Druze are dominant in
 different areas of the country.
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6. Division of India & Pakistan
 • Hindus in Pakistan and Muslims in India were killed attempting to reach the other side of the new border by people from the rival religion.
 At independence in 1947, British India was divided into India and Pakistan, resulting
 in the migration of 17 million people and many killings. In 1971, after a brutal civil war,
 East Pakistan became the country of Bangladesh.
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Jammu & Kashmir
 Although its population is mainly Muslim, much of Jammu and Kashmir became
 part of India in 1947. India and Pakistan have fought two wars over the territory,
 and there has been a separatist insurgency in the area.
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7. Sinhalese & Tamils in Sri Lanka
 The Sinhalese are mainly Buddhist and speak an Indo-European language,
 while the Tamils are mainly Hindu and speak a Dravidian language.
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Images of Ethnic WarsThe Reality of Ethnic Wars
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C. “Ethnic Cleansing”
 1. in Yugoslavia
 2. in central Africa (Rwanda & Congo)
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Ethnic Cleansing in the Balkans
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Ethnic Cleansing in Kosovo
 Aerial photography helped document the stages of ethnic cleansing in western
 Kosovo in 1999.
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“Balkanization”
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Ethnicities in Africa
 The boundaries of African states do not (and cannot) coincide
 with the thousands of ethnic groups on the continent.
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War in Rwanda
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War in the Congo • The conflict between Hutus and
 Tutsis spilled into neighboring countries of central Africa, especially the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Current Wars and Ethnic Conflicts
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