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How raising students’ awarenessof stress, intonation and pausing
 (SIP) affects listening skills
 Penny Podimatopoulos
 [email protected]
 https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.uowcollege.edu.au/content/groups/webasset/@web/@uowc/documents/siteelement/uow219596.png&imgrefurl=https://www.uowcollege.edu.au/index.html&docid=qrTdYasVKWT0pM&tbnid=zi-9JQ_QN_1KJM:&vet=10ahUKEwiR2Y7j3JnhAhXHV30KHUU0D28QMwg-KAAwAA..i&w=833&h=150&bih=651&biw=1366&q=uow%20college%20australia&ved=0ahUKEwiR2Y7j3JnhAhXHV30KHUU0D28QMwg-KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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READING V LISTENINGAdapted from M. Celce-Murcia et al (1996)
 1. We read: John said, “The teacher was really easy to understand.”
 2. We read: “John”, said the teacher, “was really easy to understand.”
 O O O O O
 1. We hear: John said / the teacher was really easy to understand /
 O O O O
 2. We hear: John / said the teacher /was really easy to understand. /
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READING V LISTENINGAdapted from M. Celce-Murcia et al (1996)
 3. We read: “John said the teacher was really easy to understand.”
 O O O
 3. We hear: John said the teacher was really easy to understand.
 SIP is to listening as punctuation is to reading.
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STUDENTS’ COMMENTS: BECAUSE OF SIP….
 • I can have enough time to thinking and when speaker is
 pausing, I know the sentence is finish.
 • You can understand when someone moves to other point, key
 words and details. It’s so useful for listening.
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STUDENTS’ COMMENTS: BECAUSE OF SIP…
 • One sentence can have different meaning. It’s not just about
 knowing the vocab. Intonation can help you with meaning and
 so we become good listener.
 • When I learnt sip it gives me time to understand better than
 before. I didn’t know SIP before. It helps me.
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ACTIVITY 1: LISTEN AND MARK SIP
 1. Listen and mark pausing
 2. Listen and mark stress
 3. Listen and mark intonation
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MARKING PAUSING
 In its simplest form pausing is used to give the speaker time
 to breathe used well pausing can help focus the listeners
 attention on important information pauses can be used to
 emphasize new or important vocabulary
 Espinoza et al. (2012) Language for Study, CUP, 2.6
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In its simplest form / pausing is used to give the
 speaker / time to breathe / used well / pausing can
 help focus the listeners’ attention / on important
 information / pauses can be used to emphasize /
 new / or important vocabulary /
 Espinosa et al.(2012) Language for Study, CUP, 2.6
 MARKING PAUSING
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STUDENTS’ COMMENTS: BECAUSE OF SIP….
 • I can have enough time to thinking and when speaker is
 pausing, I know the sentence is finish.
 • You can understand when someone moves to other point, key
 words and details. It’s so useful for listening.
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In its simplest form / pausing is used to give the
 speaker / time to breathe / used well / pausing can
 help focus the listeners’ attention / on important
 information / pauses can be used to emphasize /
 new / or important vocabulary /
 Espinosa et al.(2012) Language for Study, CUP, 2.6
 MARKING STRESS
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MARKING STRESS
 In its simplest form / pausing is used to give the
 speaker / time to breathe / used well / pausing
 can help focus the listeners’ attention / on
 important information / pauses can be used to
 emphasise / new / or important vocabulary
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STUDENTS’ COMMENTS: BECAUSE OF SIP…
 I can hear new words and have more focus on them and hear
 fast speech better with this skill.
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INTONATION
 Intonation is the rise and fall of our voice when we speak.
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MARKING INTONATION
 In its simplest form / pausing is used to give the
 speaker / time to breathe / used well / pausing
 can help focus the listeners’ attention / on
 important information / pauses can be used to
 emphasise / new / or important vocabulary

Page 15
                        

MARKING INTONATION
 In its simplest form / pausing is used to give the
 speaker / time to breathe / used well / pausing
 can help focus the listeners’ attention / on
 important information / pauses can be used to
 emphasise / new / or important vocabulary
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STUDENTS’ COMMENTS: BECAUSE OF SIP….
 • I can have enough time to thinking and when speaker is
 pausing, I know the sentence is finish.
 • You can understand when someone moves to other point, key
 words and details. It’s so useful for listening.
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STUDENTS’ COMMENTS: BECAUSE OF SIP…
 • One sentence can have different meaning. It’s not just about
 knowing the vocab. Intonation can help you with meaning and
 so we become good listener.
 • When I learnt sip it gives me time to understand better than
 before. I didn’t know SIP before. It helps me.
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ACTIVITY 1: LISTEN AND MARK SIP
 • What is the connection between stress, intonation and pausing
 that you can see on the marked text?
 • How does SIP help students to know when a sentence ends?
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ACTIVITY 1: LISTEN AND MARK SIP
 1. Listen without text
 2. Listen and mark pauses (or stress, or intonation) on text ( / )
 3. 1 or 2 students mark their pauses on the board, negotiate
 placement with class
 4. Listen again to check
 5. Teacher and students read aloud together
 6. Students read aloud in pairs, discuss effect on listening
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THOUGHT GROUPS / CHUNKSM. Celce-Murcia et al, Teaching Pronunciation, 1996
 • set off by pauses before and after
 • contain one prominent element
 • have an intonation contour of their own
 • usually have a grammatically coherent internal
 structure
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ACTIVITY 2: JUMBLED THOUGHT GROUPS
 1. for this activity /
 2. you need one sentence /
 3. divided into thought groups /
 4. and then cut up /
 5. into individual strips /
 6. with no punctuation /
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ACTIVITY 2: JUMBLED THOUGHT GROUPS
 1………………………………………………………………………
 2………………………………………………………………………
 3………………………………………………………………………
 4………………………………………………………………………
 5………………………………………………………………………
 6………………………………………………………………………
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ACTIVITY 2: JUMBLED THOUGHT GROUPS
 1………………………………………………………………………
 2………………………………………………………………………
 3. divided into thought groups /
 4………………………………………………………………………
 5………………………………………………………………………
 6………………………………………………………………………
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ACTIVITY 2: JUMBLED THOUGHT GROUPS
 1. for this activity /
 2. you need one sentence /
 3. divided into thought groups /
 4. and then cut up /
 5. into individual strips /
 6. with no punctuation /
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ACTIVITY 2: JUMBLED THOUGHT GROUPS
 Follow-up for students:
 • Why is the sentence broken into 6 lines?
 • How easy or difficult was it to understand the speaker? Why?
 Follow-up for teachers:
 How could this activity help students learn how to listen better?
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ACTIVITY 2: JUMBLED THOUGHT GROUPS
 1. In groups of 6, students receive:
 • 1 sentence divided into 6 numbered thought groups on 6 strips
 of paper, 1 per student
 • 1 dice
 • 1 worksheet per student: 6 blank, numbered lines
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ACTIVITY 2: JUMBLED THOUGHT GROUPS
 2. Roll dice, student with that numbered thought group reads it
 aloud, others write it on their worksheet
 3. Teacher and students read aloud together
 4. Students negotiate stress and intonation in pairs, then read;
 teacher assists as appropriate
 5. Follow-up discussion
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ACTIVITY 3: JOHN SAID
 • How can SIP be added to provide meaning to these
 statements?
 • How does the meaning change according to the
 SIP?
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ACTIVITY 3: JOHN SAID
 1. we’re going out to eat kids
 2. I’m going to visit my parents the king and the queen
 3. woman without her man is nothing
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ACTIVITY 3: JOHN SAID
 4. they went for a walk because they were very tired
 they didn’t walk far
 5. you can go home early the other students can’t go
 and get some sleep
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SIP AND LISTEN
 How could you use these activities in your classroom to help
 students learn how to listen better?
 https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://seekcomau.corewebdna.net.au/web_images/blogs/214/1438/3%20reasons%20why%20active%20listening%20is%20a%20must%20have%20skill_940x485.png&imgrefurl=https://www.seek.com.au/career-advice/3-reasons-why-active-listening-is-a-must-have-skill&docid=bkAYHvRoH8Cc9M&tbnid=ol664pGtdmj-eM:&vet=10ahUKEwjruYiW2N3gAhVLWysKHYKBCykQMwh6KBIwEg..i&w=940&h=485&bih=651&biw=1366&q=listening&ved=0ahUKEwjruYiW2N3gAhVLWysKHYKBCykQMwh6KBIwEg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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USEFUL REFERENCES
 • Cauldwell, R (2013) Phonology for listening: teaching the stream of
 speech, Birmingham.
 • Celce-Murcia, M et al (2010) Teaching pronunciation, CUP
 • Gilbert, J. B (2008) Teaching pronunciation using the prosody pyramid,
 New York: Cambridge University Press.
 • Rost, M (2011) Teaching and researching listening, New York:
 Routledge.
 • Vandergrift, l and Goh, C (2012) Teaching and learning second
 language listening, New York: Routledge.
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A FINAL THOUGHT
 We [teachers] have developed a way of kidding
 ourselves we're teaching listening when we
 aren't.“
 Cauldwell, R ? cited in Hughes, J 23.09.2006, Help with voice navigation, The Guardian, Australian edn.
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