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–Johnny Appleseed
 “A science is any discipline in which the fool of
 this generation can go beyond the point
 reached by the genius of the last generation.”
 Max Gluckman
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– Émile Durkheim
 The Rules of Sociological Method
 “The great movements of enthusiasm,
 indignation, and pity in a crowd do not originate
 in any one of the particular individual
 consciousnesses. They come to each one of us
 from without and can carry us away in spite of
 ourselves… Let the individual attempt to oppose
 one of these collective manifestations, and the
 emotions that he denies will turn against him.”
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 2
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FOAR701: Research paradigms (2016)
 Functionalism, Structural-Functionalism,
 et al.
 3
 Greg DowneyDepartment of Anthropology
 Faculty of Arts
 Macquarie University
 [email protected]
 @gregdowney1
 mailto:[email protected]
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4
 replace with video from Brazil!
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– Émile Durkheim
 The Rules of Sociological Method
 “The great movements of enthusiasm,
 indignation, and pity in a crowd do not originate
 in any one of the particular individual
 consciousnesses. They come to each one of us
 from without and can carry us away in spite of
 ourselves… Let the individual attempt to oppose
 one of these collective manifestations, and the
 emotions that he denies will turn against him.”
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 5
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Émile Durkheim – Suicide (1897)
 Why did suicide rates increase
 with greater capitalism &
 wealth? (Denmark > England >
 Italy)
 Why was Protestants’ suicide
 rate higher than Catholics’?
 Why did single people,
 childless people, etc. have
 higher rates?
 What was rate higher in
 peacetime than during war?
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 6
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Émile Durkheim – Suicide (1897)
 Concludes that there are four
 types of suicide:
 • Egoistic (over individuated)
 • Altruistic (over integrated)
 • Anomic (morally deregulated)
 • Fatalistic (morally over-
 regulated)
 Argued that high rates in some communities due to weak integration, excessive individualism and moral disorder.
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 7
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Émile Durkheim – Suicide (1897)
 Increased suicide with modernisation
 due to:
 • Individualisation.
 • Hope/expectation for mobility.
 • Excessive freedom & dissolution of
 shared norms (moral consensus).
 • Atheism (religion functional, not
 correct)
 • Weakening of community &
 belonging (family, nation).
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 8
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Émile Durkheim
 Photo by: Christian Baudelot, 2015, CC BY SA https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Le_buste_d%27%C3%89mile_Durkheim_01.jpg
 Society is not a mere sum of
 individuals. Rather, the system
 formed by their association
 represents a specific reality which
 has its own characteristics... The
 group thinks, feels, and acts quite
 differently from the way in which its
 members would were they isolated.
 If, then, we begin with the
 individual, we shall be able to
 understand nothing of what takes
 place in the group. The Rules of Sociological Method.
 9FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
 https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Le_buste_d'%C3%89mile_Durkheim_01.jpg
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Rapid overview
 Soviet propaganda poster photographed by Jorge Láscar (CC BY) https://www.flickr.com/photos/jlascar/8673951753
 game or marketalienation or
 class conflict
 super-organism
 or system
 modelling of
 utility-driven
 transactions
 struggle over
 means of
 production
 homeostasis or
 role fulfilment
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 10
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Rapid overview
 Soviet propaganda poster photographed by Jorge Láscar (CC BY) https://www.flickr.com/photos/jlascar/8673951753
 individual choicematerial
 relationssocial facts
 rational actor class system-part
 mathematical
 modelling
 critical
 revolutionary
 synchronic
 systems analyst
 11FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
 https://www.flickr.com/photos/jlascar/8673951753
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Rapid overview - terminology
 Soviet propaganda poster photographed by Jorge Láscar (CC BY) https://www.flickr.com/photos/jlascar/8673951753
 cost
 benefit
 externality
 rationality
 transaction
 margin
 utility
 alienation
 class
 hegemony
 surplus labour
 capital
 ideology
 dialectic
 social fact
 function
 system
 anomie,
 deviance
 solidarity
 value consensus
 social order
 12FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
 https://www.flickr.com/photos/jlascar/8673951753
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Social order
 • For Rational Choice, society is
 amalgamation of individuals; for
 Marxism, dialectic of classes.
 • Durkheim & Structural
 Functionalists: society is whole,
 each part serving a function.
 • In simple societies, solidarity is
 ‘mechanical’; in complex
 societies, ‘organic.’
 • Faults in system produce crime,
 suicide, anomie; but normal
 corrective processes…
 13
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Caution!
 Use of ‘structure.’
 Structural functionalism v structuralism and post-
 structuralism.
 Social v. mental.
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR70114
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Functionalism/
 Systems
 approaches
 • Explanation of part by finding
 the role it plays in the relevant
 system.
 • Like any theory, it can be
 applied well, either deeply OR
 surprisingly.
 • Often a variant of the theory is
 used without being explicit. In
 some fields, ‘functionalism’ is a
 derogatory term.
 • No central figure (like
 Marxism) or clear consensus
 (like Rational Choice).
 15FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
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Example of
 structural
 functionalist
 explanation
 Max Gluckman (1911-1975)
 ‘Ritual rebellion’ - violence
 inherent in social systems.
 Founder of the ‘Manchester
 School’ of anthropology.
 Anti-colonialist, anti-racist, worked
 in Zululand & Rhodesia.
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR70116
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Rituals ‘openly express
 social tensions…’ (p.
 112)
 • Fertility rituals in which normal
 gender roles were flouted, &
 royal ceremony in which anti-
 monarch feelings enacted.
 ‘Institutional protest’
 demanded by tradition.
 • Typical interpretation early 20th
 century was diffusionist or
 ‘evolutionary’ (racist).
 • Ritual ‘reflects and overcomes
 social conflict’ (p. 118).
 Photo of Sangoma in fur and leather, by K.
 Kendall, 1996, CC BY,
 https://www.flickr.com/photos/kkendall/342120
 9627
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR70117
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– Max Gluckman (p. 127)
 The acceptance of the established order as right
 and good, and even sacred, seems to allow
 unbridled excess, very rituals on rebellion, for the
 order itself keeps this rebellion within bounds.
 Hence to act the conflicts, whether directly or by
 inversion or in other symbolical form, emphasizes
 the social cohesion within which the conflicts exist.
 Every social system is a field of tension, full of
 ambivalence, of co-operation and contrasting
 struggle.
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“…just as the same item
 may have multiple
 functions, so may the same
 function be diversely
 fulfilled by alternative items”
 (Robert Merton 1968
 [1948]: 87–88).
 In anthropology, shift questions
 away from presence of particular
 institution (chiefs, courts, property
 law) to asking what local institution
 serves a specific function.
 Perduring systems must have
 functional equivalents.
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 21Noble Toraja house, Sulawesi
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‘System’
 • Composed of inter-related and
 inter-dependent parts.
 • Bounded.
 • Transforms inputs
 (information, energy, resources)
 into outputs.
 • Autonomous in relation to its
 outcomes.
 • Enduring in spite of changing
 environment, composition or
 dynamics.
 • Regulation, entropy,
 resilience, hierarchy.
 22
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Robert Merton on
 ‘romantic love complex’ in
 USCase study: structural function
 Diagram by Sri Handayani, ‘Kinship and Family’
 http://www.slideshare.net/windykuya/kinship-and-family
 23FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
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Key components:
 • Synchronic analysis
 (Merton sought to add
 ‘dynamics’ to ‘statics’).
 • Organic analogy
 (society, etc.)
 • Functional definition
 • Structural determination
 (agency?).
 • Role description
 24FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
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Assumptions
 • Ontology: social reality
 & stability are primary,
 non-reducible,
 complexity.
 • Epistemology: combining
 emic & etic approaches
 (manifest/latent functions);
 critique of ethnocentrism.
 • Methodology: empirical,
 fieldwork, comparative,
 holistic, systems based.
 25FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
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Variants of functionalism
 • Structural functionalism – sociology, archaeology & anthropology –Durkheim,
 Herbert Spencer, A. R. Radcliffe-Brown (anth), E. E. Evans-Pritchard, Talcott
 Parsons (soc), Robert Merton (soc), Gabriel Almond (politics), Harvey Whitehouse
 (cog anthro).
 • Biocultural or Psychological functionalism – collective means meet individual
 needs – Bronislaw Malinowski, Raymond Frith, Audrey Richards, Edmund Leach
 (anthro).
 • Philosophical functionalism – philosophy of mind (mental states are defined
 functionally, ‘Turing test’) – Hilary Putnam.
 • Neo-functionalism – focus on conflict, agency, risk – Ernst Haas (politics); Jeffrey
 Alexander, Neil Smelser, Anthony Giddens, Niklas Luhmann (influenced Jurgen
 Habermas)
 • Evolutionary functionalism – Nikolaas Tinbergen’s ‘4 “why?” questions’
 (adaptation=function)
 • ‘Cultural materialism’ – Marvin Harris (anthro, non-dialectical, NOT Raymond
 Williams)26FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
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Variants of systems-based approaches
 • Cybernetic systems theory – information systems (self-
 regulating systems) – Norbert Weiner, Francisco Varela, Stefan
 Odobleja, Talcott Parsons (sociology, politics).
 • Ecological systems – ecosystem modelling – Urie
 Bronffenbrenner (ecology, environmental science); Roy Rapport
 (anthro).
 • Dynamic systems theory – self-organisation, neo-Piagetian
 approaches to learning (away from structural/AI) – Henri Poincaré,
 Susan Oyama, Esther Thelen – psychology, education, philosophy.
 • ‘Systems theory’ – ‘autopoietic systems’, ‘anticipatory systems’,
 ‘living systems’, ‘viable systems’ or ‘soft systems’ – widely
 distributed in math, science, social science, cog sic, philosophy.27FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
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Key insight: social structures enduring
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 29
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diagram by ‘rcragun,’ 2011
 license: CC (BY SA)
 ‘This is a chart showing the
 interconnected,
 interdependent nature of
 modern society that can be
 used to illustrate Structural
 Functionalism.’
 30FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
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Provided by: ‘Malfourmed,’ 2004, Licensed CC (BY SA)
 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SOCOG_org_structure_1999.gif
 Sydney Organising
 Committee for the
 Olympic Games
 (SOCOG) organisational
 structure circa 1999 –
 functional divisions and
 precinct/venue streams
 are organised in a matrix
 structure linked to the
 Main Operations Centre
 (MOC). Some functions
 such as Project
 Management (in the
 Games Coordination
 group) continue to exist
 largely outside this matrix
 structure.
 31FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SOCOG_org_structure_1999.gif
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Systems-based
 analysis.
 Case: African health systems
 under pressure from HIV.
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
 Women wait with their children in municipal hospital of M'banza Congo, Zaíre. USAID photo, 2006.
 32
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Dynamic systems modelling of health care problems
 Based on Garrett, Laurie. 2007. The Challenge of Global Health. Foreign Affairs 86(1):14-38.
 33FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
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Dynamic systems modelling of health care problems
 Local intervention against
 HIV stigma (separate clinics
 no longer required).
 34FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
 Based on Garrett, Laurie. 2007. The Challenge of Global Health. Foreign Affairs 86(1):14-38.
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Dynamic systems modelling of health care problems
 35FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
 Based on Garrett, Laurie. 2007. The Challenge of Global Health. Foreign Affairs 86(1):14-38.
 National level holistic
 health policy.
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Dynamic systems modelling of health care problems
 Based on Garrett, Laurie. 2007. The Challenge of Global Health. Foreign Affairs 86(1):14-38.
 36FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701
 Increased investment in
 for-profit health
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Critiques of functionalism
 • Defining society as organism makes ‘function’ of each part a
 necessary implication (circular, teleological).
 • ‘Just so’ stories about institutions or phenomena.
 • System boundary is imposed & potentially arbitrary.
 • Underestimates individual ‘agency’; emphasises ‘structure.’
 • Politically conservative (Antonio Gramsci).
 • Focused exclusively on sociological & political issues (structural
 functionalism) while neglecting meaning, perception, symbols, and
 experience.
 • Insufficient account of diachronic processes, including specific
 historical contexts in which system is analysed.
 FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 37

Page 38
                        

Thanks for your
 attention!
 Bibliography online at iLearn
 Photos public domain at Pixabay
 or as indicated.FACULTY OF ARTS | FOAR701 38
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Additional readings
 • Durkheim, Émile. 1897 [1951]. Suicide: A Study in Sociology. The Free Press.
 • Elwell, F. W. 2013. Sociocultural Systems: Principles of Structure and Change. Alberta:
 Athabasca University Press.
 • Evans-Pritchard, E.E. and Gillies, E. 1976. Witchcraft, oracles and magic among the Azande.
 Oxford: Clarendon Press.
 • Gluckman, Max. 1954. Rituals of Rebellion in South-East Africa. Cambridge: Cambridge
 University Press.
 • Gluckman, Max. 1963. Order and Rebellion in Tribal Africa. New York: Free Press.
 • Harris, M., 2001. The Rise of Anthropological Theory: A History of Theories of Culture. AltaMira
 Press.
 • Malinowski, Bronislaw. 1954. Magic, Science and Religion, and Other Essays. Garden City,
 N.Y.:Doubleday.
 • Merton, Robert K. 1968 (1968). Social Theory and Social Structure. New York: The Free Press.
 • Parsons, Talcott. 1951. The Social System. New York: Free Press.
 • Radcliffe-Brown, A.R. 1952. Structure and Function in Primitive Society: Essays and Addresses.
 London: Cohen and West.
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