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Overview of Functionalism Functionalism is a structuralist and positivist sociological perspective.
 They believe that society is based on value consensus, this is the idea that society share the same norms and values, therefore society runs smoothly. Value Consensus is also enforced through the institutions in society like school and the work place. This helps to uphold another functionalist concept; social solidarity. This is the idea that every individual feels important and part of the society and culture in which they live.
 Social equilibrium
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Functionalist view of the family
 • Functionalists use the organic analogy to describe how the family is at the centre of society.
 • The family provides socialisation which helps to maintain value consensus which up holds social solidarity
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Murdock• Murdock studied 250 societies and found that
 the Nuclear family was universal and provides 4 functions:
 • Sexual• Economic• Education• Socialisation
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Parsons
 • Parsons argued that due to socialisation and structural differentiation society needed a more social and geographical mobile family. This is known as the functional fit theory, which suggests that the family will change based on the needs of society.
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Criticisms of Functionalism
 • Idealises the Nuclear family • Doesn’t recognise family diversity• Out of date• No clear cut between family and work
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Functionalist view of education
 • Durkheim argued that education maintains social solidarity and value consensus
 • Education prepares children for work and teaches them that actions have consequences
 • Also provides skill provision which acts as a ‘bridge’ between education and work
 • These skills are important for economic growth
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Parsons
 • Education is a form of secondary socialisation and is a focal socialising agency and has universalistic standards, such as national testing which leads to role allocation based on meritocracy
 • Social stratification means that the more talented a person is, the more they can gain
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Criticisms of Functionalism
 • It assumes society has a shared culture • There’s a lot of emphasis on individuality • It has been proved that people tend to be
 graded on ethnicity and class rather than intelligence
 • Out of date• White, middle class is too fragmented
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Functionalist view of Religion
 • Religion: A system of beliefs and practises by means of which a group of people struggles with the ultimate problems of human life.
 • The function of religion is a contribution to meeting functional prerequisites, e.g. social solidarity and value consensus.
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Durkheim
 • Durkheim said that the world is split into 2 categories: The Sacred and The Profane
 • Durkheim highlights the importance of the worshipping of religious symbols in creating social unit. As seen with the Aboriginals (totemism). Criticised as Durkheim ignores that conflict is created in diversity of religious beliefs.
 • This is also criticised as he studied an untypical tribe and the information therefore, can not be generalised and is not relevant in modern society.
 • Durkheim also overstates the degree to which the collective conscience shapes the behaviour of individuals
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Parsons
 • Parsons stated that Religion helps to maintain value consensus by providing shared and universal norms and values, e.g. the 10 commandments. Religion not only gives us meaning but also understanding such as why there is suffering.
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