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LOGICAL MANEUVERS
 •The third group of fallacies that we are going to study is the
 Logical Maneuvers.
 •We have defined this group of fallacies as:
 Logical Maneuvers The group of fallacies that aim
 to fool the cognitive and
 intellectual aspect of the human
 mind. Hence, this group of
 fallacies require some degree of rhetorical skill and a certain
 competence in logical
 procedures.
 •Fallacy of Composition
 •Fallacy of Division
 •False Dilemma
 •Argument of the Beard
 •The Strawman
 •Slippery Slope
 •Diversion
 •Begging the Question
 •Appeal to Ignorance
 •Contradictory Assumption
 •Two Wrongs Make a Right
 •Lifting Out of Context
 •We have also mentioned that this group of fallacies
 contains twelve types of fallacies.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 1: FALLACY OF COMPOSITION
 Member 1
 Member 2
 Member 3
 Member 4
 •The fallacy of composition
 behaves like an inductive
 argument.
 •From the observation of each
 particular member of an
 organized whole it moves to the
 whole itself.
 •This fallacy points out that if each of the member of a
 given group has a particular characteristic feature, then
 the group as a whole has this same characteristic feature.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 1: FALLACY OF COMPOSITION
 •The fallacy of composition overlooks the fact that the
 group might have other characteristics not found among
 its individual members due to the factors of organization,
 synergy, and Gestalt principle (the whole is greater than
 the sum of its parts).
 •If Mark, Jun and Carl are good vocalists, and you assume
 that their trio must also be good, you commit this fallacy.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 1: FALLACY OF COMPOSITION
 •Thus, five very good point guards will not necessarily
 make a very good basketball team.
 •Thus, if all the atoms that constitute this book are invisible
 it does not follow that the book is also invisible.
 •Thus, if sodium is highly toxic, and chlorine is also highly
 toxic, it does not follow that table salt (sodium chloride) is
 also highly toxic.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 2: FALLACY OF DIVISION
 Member 1
 Member 2
 Member 3
 Member 4
 •An exact opposite of the fallacy of
 composition is the fallacy of
 division, and this fallacy behaves
 like a deductive categorical
 argument.
 •From the observation of the
 organized whole it moves to each
 particular member.
 •This fallacy points out that if a given group as a whole
 has a particular characteristic feature, then each of its
 members has this same characteristic feature.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 2: FALLACY OF DIVISION
 •The fallacy of division also overlooks the fact that the
 group might have other characteristics not found among
 its individual members due to the factors of organization,
 synergy, and Gestalt principle (the whole is greater than
 the sum of its parts).
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 3: FALSE DILEMMA
 •The fallacy of false dilemma, or the black and white
 fallacy, operates in the following manner.
 •First, it effaces the various alternatives in between two
 extreme alternatives in a particular issue.
 Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Various Intermediate
 Alternatives
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 3: FALSE DILEMMA
 •The fallacy of false dilemma, or the black and white
 fallacy, operates in the following manner.
 •First, it effaces the various alternatives in between two
 extreme alternatives in a particular issue.
 •Thus, the various gradation of gray in between black and
 white are concealed giving us only two alternatives, black
 and white.
 •Second, it makes us choose what alternative to take
 knowing in advance that whatever we choose it will be to
 our disadvantage.
 Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Various Intermediate
 Alternatives
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 3: FALSE DILEMMA
 •A secretary of defense also commits this fallacy when he
 argues for a higher military allocation saying:
 An increase in military budget
 means an increase in safety,
 and a decrease in military
 budget means a decrease in
 safety.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 3: FALSE DILEMMA
 •A secretary of defense also commits this fallacy when he
 argues for a higher military allocation saying:
 Hence, we have to make a
 choice in between a higher
 military allocation and being
 unsafe.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 3: FALSE DILEMMA
 •The most famous recent example of this fallacy is the
 following quote:
 •When we tend to think in terms of
 extreme points, we become vulnerable
 to this fallacy. When a thing is not
 white, it is wrong to make the
 conclusion that it is black; or when a
 certain deed is not good, it does not
 mean that it is evil.
 •We should not overlook the basic fact
 that aside from the opposite extremes
 there are most often intermediate
 positions, neutral shades, or several
 other alternative courses of action. .
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 •If the fallacy of false dilemma conceals the various
 shades in the middle ground and leaves us only with
 the opposite extremes, the fallacy of the argument of
 the beard does the opposite thing by capitalizing the
 various shades in the middle ground and concealing the
 differences of the two opposite extremes in the end.
 •Here, the fact that there is a continuous and gradual
 differentiation of the elements in the middle ground is
 used to raise doubt regarding the real difference between
 the opposite extremes.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 •The name of this fallacy can be traced back to the
 ancient question of how many whiskers will make a
 beard.
 •Certainly, one whisker will not make a beard, and
 neither will ten or twenty. Perhaps five hundred
 whiskers will make a beard. But how about 499
 whiskers, will one whisker less make a difference?
 Certainly not, 499 whiskers is still a beard. How
 about 498, will another whisker less make a
 difference?
 •This subtraction of one whisker at a time with the
 reason that one whisker less will not make a
 difference may go on until you will have one whisker
 left and you say a single whisker is a beard after
 all.
 •Our inability to pinpoint the exact minimum number
 of whiskers making a beard does not mean that there
 is no difference between a whisker and a beard.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 •A person uses the argument of the beard when he
 argues that if a car can accommodate five persons, why
 can't it accommodate one more?
 •And if it can accommodate six, why can't it accommodate
 one more, after all one additional load will not make
 much difference.
 •And if it can accommodate seven, why can't it
 accommodate one more?
 •And of course this argument can go on until you will
 have twenty-five or thirty-five persons seated snugly
 inside the car, because one more additional load will not
 make a big difference.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 This ash
 Wednesday, we
 should not eat
 meat and
 chicken.
 Well, eggs, are
 okay.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 This ash
 Wednesday, we
 should not eat
 meat and
 chicken.
 Well, eggs, are
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between eggs
 and penoy.
 Well, penoy is
 okay.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 This ash
 Wednesday, we
 should not eat
 meat and
 chicken.
 Well, eggs, are
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between eggs
 and penoy.
 Well, penoy is
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between penoy
 and balut.
 Well, balut is
 okay.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 This ash
 Wednesday, we
 should not eat
 meat and
 chicken.
 Well, eggs, are
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between eggs
 and penoy.
 Well, penoy is
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between penoy
 and balut.
 Well, balut is
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between balut
 and kwek kwek.
 Well, kwek kwek
 is okay.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 This ash
 Wednesday, we
 should not eat
 meat and
 chicken.
 Well, eggs, are
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between eggs
 and penoy.
 Well, penoy is
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between penoy
 and balut.
 Well, balut is
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between kwek
 kwek and spring
 chicken.
 Well, spring
 chicken is okay.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 This ash
 Wednesday, we
 should not eat
 meat and
 chicken.
 Well, eggs, are
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between eggs
 and penoy.
 Well, penoy is
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between penoy
 and balut.
 Well, balut is
 okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between balut
 and kwek kwek.
 Well, kwek kwek
 is okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between kwek
 kwek and spring
 chicken.
 Well, spring
 chicken is okay.
 But there is very
 little difference
 between spring
 chicken and
 jumbo chicken.
 Well, jumbo
 chicken is okay.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 4: ARGUMENT OF THE BEARD
 Okay, eat
 chicken. You
 heathen!
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 5: THE STRAWMAN
 •The fallacy of the strawman is
 basically a counterargument.
 •Here, the arguer misrepresents or
 misinterprets the opponent’s position
 by exaggeration or distortion with the
 view of an easier attack.
 •In effect, the arguer is attacking a
 strawman, an effigy of the enemy,
 instead of real enemy.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 5: THE STRAWMAN
 •The strawman fallacy is similar to
 what happened to Don Quixote who
 hallucinated that the windmills in
 front of him are actually giants.
 •When Don Quixote charged against
 the windmills and thought he
 conquered them, in reality he never
 hurt nor killed any giant. He only
 destroyed some windmills.
 • We attack the real arguments of the
 opponent, not our weakly
 reformulated version of their
 arguments.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 5: THE STRAWMAN
 •A religious fundamentalist who
 scorns the theory of evolution is
 guilty of this when he rephrases it in
 its weakest form. “This theory
 states that man descended from the
 monkeys. It is plainly ridiculous, how
 can a human being such as you and
 I descend from apes?”
 •In reality, this fundamentalist is not
 attacking the strongly grounded and
 sophisticated theory of evolution,
 what he has ridiculed is a caricature
 or a strawman version of the theory.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 •The fallacy of slippery slope happens when one objects
 to and criticizes a particular action with the reason that
 once such an action is performed, it will simply lead
 unavoidably to a similar yet unpleasant action, which
 again will lead to an even more undesirable action, and
 so on, sliding down the slippery slope until unknown
 horrors lurking at the bottom will be the ultimate fate.

Page 27
                        

LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 •There was a time in our history when colonial officials
 were debating whether the Filipinos should be taught the
 Spanish language. Fray Francisco Gainza, O.P.,
 presented the famous argument;
 Once the Castillian
 language is given to
 the masses, they
 would gain access to
 the Enlightened and
 liberal ideas.
 Once the masses
 gain access to the
 Enlightened and
 liberal ideas, they
 would loose their
 faith in the church.
 Once the masses
 loose their faith in
 the church, they
 would loose their
 loyalty to the
 Spanish Crown.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 Bosing, anong
 oras na ba? Pasensya na,
 hindi ko
 masasagot ang
 tanong na yan.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 Pasensya na,
 hindi ko
 masasagot ang
 tanong na yan. Bakit
 naman
 hindi?
 Kasi pag
 sasagutin ko yan,
 baka akalain mo
 na close tayo.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 Pasensya na,
 hindi ko
 masasagot ang
 tanong na yan.
 Kasi pag
 sasagutin ko yan,
 baka akalain mo
 na close tayo.
 Pag akalain mo
 na close tayo,
 baka pupuntahan
 mo ako sa bahay
 namin.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 Pasensya na,
 hindi ko
 masasagot ang
 tanong na yan.
 Kasi pag
 sasagutin ko yan,
 baka akalain mo
 na close tayo.
 Pag akalain mo
 na close tayo,
 baka pupuntahan
 mo ako sa bahay
 namin.
 Pag pupuntahan mo
 ako sa bahay namin,
 baka makikita mo ang
 anak ko na dalaga.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 Pag makikita mo ang
 anak ko na dalaga,
 baka liligawan mo
 siya.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 Pag liligawan mo siya,
 baka bigla kayong
 magpakasal.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 6: SLIPPERY SLOPE
 Pasensya na,
 hindi ko
 masasagot ang
 tanong na yan.
 Kasi pag
 sasagutin ko yan,
 baka akalain mo
 na close tayo.
 Pag akalain mo
 na close tayo,
 baka pupuntahan
 mo ako sa bahay
 namin.
 Pag pupuntahan mo
 ako sa bahay namin,
 baka makikita mo ang
 anak ko na dalaga.
 Pag makikita mo ang
 anak ko na dalaga,
 baka liligawan mo
 siya.
 Pag liligawan mo siya,
 baka bigla kayong
 magpakasal.
 At alam mo, ayaw na
 ayaw ko na
 magkaroon ng
 manugang na walang
 relos.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 7: DIVERSION
 •Perhaps this the fallacy of diversion is not a totally strange
 operation for students. Perhaps all high school and
 college students have done this fallacy in one of their
 essay tests or graded recitations before.
 •This is what they do: when their professor asks them a
 question whose answer they do not know, and start to
 reply lengthily regarding some related things that they
 know.
 •Diversion means wandering from the main point, or
 going away from the subject matter.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 7: DIVERSION
 •Hence, if your physics professor asks
 you about the theory of relativity, try
 talking about the life story of Albert
 Einstein, or of the invention of the
 atomic bomb.
 •But, no matter how nicely you have
 proven a related issue, and no matter
 how close this related issue may be to
 the main point, still you have not
 proven the main point.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 7: DIVERSION
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 7: DIVERSION
 •Politicians resort to the fallacy of diversion when during a
 political campaign instead of proving to the people his
 capabilities, his integrity and sense of leadership, he
 spends his time talking about what he thinks the
 people would like to hear: promises, smear campaign,
 tales about the movie stars, sentimental or flattering
 stories, and even a vocal duet with his wife.
 •Rhetoric, and the skill to move from one topic to another
 are the key to a persuasive fallacy of diversion.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 8: BEGGING THE QUESTION
 •In this famous drawing of
 the optical illusionist M.C.
 Escher, we can trace the
 water falling from a ledge,
 flowing to the right, then
 left, then right, then left,
 and then down to the ledge
 again.
 •The fallacy of begging the
 question behaves similarly.
 It uses as a premise the
 conclusion that it intends to
 prove.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 8: BEGGING THE QUESTION
 What is a smart
 person?
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 8: BEGGING THE QUESTION
 A smart person is a
 person who is
 smart!
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 8: BEGGING THE QUESTION
 Mababa ang
 sweldo ng
 titser.
 Di kasi magaling
 magbadget ang
 mga taga badget
 department.
 Siguro di sila
 naturuan
 nang maayos
 noong nasa
 eskwela pa.
 Wala kasing
 gana siguro
 magturo mga
 titser nila.
 Mababa kasi
 ang sweldo ng
 titser.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 8: BEGGING THE QUESTION
 •When you base your argument on something which
 itself is not secured, your argument will not be sound.
 •It is like the three moron cowboys who when entering into
 the county saloon and seeing no hitching post around,
 tied the first horse to the second, the second to the third,
 and the third to the first, and thought their horses are
 well-secured.
 •For this fallacy, the wider you make the circle, the more
 chances you get of being effective.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 9: APPEAL TO IGNORANCE
 •The fallacy of the appeal to ignorance occurs when we
 assume that in a certain dispute, the failure to prove one
 side is a ground to conclude the truth of the other side.
 •The fact that we cannot prove that
 creatures from the outer space do not
 exist, clearly does not mean that we can
 logically conclude that they exist.
 •Theologians and scientist cannot
 prove that there is God, yet
 such a failure does not mean that
 we can say there is no God.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 10: CONTRADICTORY
 ASSUMPTION
 •As suggested by the name itself, this fallacy happens
 whenever one presents an argument that contains two
 assumptions which simultaneously cannot be true.
 •When your physics professor asks you what happens if
 an irresistible force collides with an immovable object, he
 has assumed two things that are contradictory: the force
 is not irresistible if there is an immovable object, just as
 the object is not immovable if there is an irresistible
 force.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 10: CONTRADICTORY
 ASSUMPTION
 •Politicians use this fallacy when they promise the people
 that they will cut the taxes in half and double all
 government services. But how can they reduce the
 government’s source of income if they are planning to
 increase its budget, and how can they increase the
 budget if they are planning to reduce the governments
 source of income.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 10: CONTRADICTORY
 ASSUMPTION
 Hi! I’m Dr. John Smith.
 I’m a specialist in all
 sorts of diseases and
 illnesses.
 Hi! I’m Dr. John Smith.
 I’m a specialist in all
 sorts of diseases and
 illnesses.

Page 49
                        

LOGICAL MANEUVER 11: TWO WRONGS MAKE A
 RIGHT
 •This fallacy is committed whenever one tries to justify an
 admittedly faulty action by charging whoever accuses him
 with a similar wrong.
 •The fallacy of two wrongs
 make a right is based on the
 assumption that if others are
 doing a similar thing, our
 wrong deeds are justified or
 made tolerable.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 12: LIFTING OUT OF CONTEXT
 •It is true that words have their own proper meanings, yet
 when used in language, their intended meanings do not
 only depend on each of them.
 •In language meaning is not determined only by each of
 the meanings of each particular word.
 •In language, the meaning of a word is modified by the
 neighboring words, and the sense of a sentence is
 modified by the neighboring sentences and paragraphs.
 •When one indiscriminately cuts a word or groups of words
 away from their original context, there is a possibility that
 you will end up distorting its meaning or sense.
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 12: LIFTING OUT OF CONTEXT
 Citizens keeping guns and
 defending themselves is a
 must if what we envisioned
 is a society that is infested
 with anarchy and vigilantism.
 Did you hear that? The neat
 guy just said: “Citizens
 keeping guns and defending
 themselves is a must.”
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LOGICAL MANEUVER 12: LIFTING OUT OF CONTEXT
 PPT of Sir Maxwell
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