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Logical Fallacies:Flaws in Reasoning

Page 2
                        

Appeal to Irrational Fears
 • Exploitation of human fears- Often the appeal to fear exaggerates a threat and magnifies it out of proportion.
 • Example: The failure to pass this bill will lead to the end of civilization as we know it!

Page 3
                        

Appeal to Pity• Appeals to pity may be justified at times but
 are often manipulative and inappropriate. Example: A student who is failing a course because of poor work and spotty attendance pleads for a passing grade because a failing grade would prevent her from graduating.

Page 4
                        

Appealing to prejudice• Ad Populum – an appeal to a preexisting
 prejudice

Page 5
                        

Appealing to Tradition• Embracing an action which has a long history
 of practice simply because it is a tradition.

Page 6
                        

Argument from a Lack of Knowledge
 • The evidence provided does not adequately support your case. Example: Looking for a needle in a haystack.
 • Search more carefully. There must be a needle in the haystack.
 • There is no needle in the haystack.• Neither argument is supported.

Page 7
                        

Ad Hominem• Attacking the opponent’s character• This approach is used to direct attention from
 the logic of a case by evoking a negative emotional response to the person making the case .

Page 8
                        

Pro hominem• Directs attention away from an argument by
 evoking a positive emotional response to the person making it.

Page 9
                        

Post Hoc, ergo propter hoc
 • After this, therefore because of this• A fallacy which occurs when someone
 assumes that a preceding event caused an event which followed.
 • “Angels and ministers of grace defend us.”

Page 10
                        

Bandwagon appealThe appeal is made that argues that one should participate in an event or believe some idea simply because many others do.

Page 11
                        

Begging the Question• Circular reasoning – This appeal treats a
 questionable assertion as if it has already been answered or fully explained.
 • My favorite rock star would not trash a hotel room because he does work for the environment.

Page 12
                        

Complex Question:• An argument in which a question is asked that
 actually has two parts, but demands a one-part answer.
 • Example: When did you stop beating your wife?

Page 13
                        

Either –or-Reasoning • False Dichotomy- The writer gives two opposing
 choices when other possibilities exist. • "Think as I think," said a man,• "Or you are abominably wicked; • You are a toad.”• And after I had thought of it, I said, • "I will then, be a toad."• Stephen Crane

Page 14
                        

Faulty Analogy • “ The writer makes a comparison that is in
 some way misleading or incomplete- or that does not even relate to the topic being discussed.”
 • The president scored a goal on the field with his passage of the health care bill.

Page 15
                        

Guilt by Association• A writer discredits an opponent by associating
 the opponent with an unpopular person, group, or idea.

Page 16
                        

Overgeneralization• Reaching a conclusion based on insufficient
 evidence.

Page 17
                        

Oversimplification• Offering simple answers to complex problems.• Example: School uniforms are the solution to
 gang violence in schools.

Page 18
                        

Red herring/ Non sequitur:
 • Introduction of irrelevant material to divert attention from the issue being discussed
 • Example- I shouldn’t get a speeding ticket because I never park illegally.

Page 19
                        

Slippery Slope
 • A fallacy which claims that once something starts it will continue in the same way as a person might slide down a slippery incline.
 • Example: A suggestion that a person who gets a ticket for jaywalking will become a hardened criminal.

Page 20
                        

Stacking the deck • Presenting evidence for only one side of a
 case.• I should get an award because I attended all
 the the practices. However, I fail to mention that I did not have my equipment and I did not perform well on the field.

Page 21
                        

Straw Person • Distortion of an opponent’s argument and
 then an attack on that distorted argument. • Equal rights for women means that no women
 will be allowed to stay home to care for their children.

Page 22
                        

Universal Statements• Use of terms such as always, never, all,
 everyone, everybody, none, or no one when they are not accurate in terms of what they describe.
 • Everyone! Always! Never! none All
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