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1 • Biographies Discussions with Dentons
 Discussions with DentonsFull Biographies
 Welcome:
 Priscilla Balgobin-Bhoyrul, Senior Partner, Dentons Mauritius
 Priscilla focuses on corporate, finance and tax law. She also regularly advises or acts on behalf of commercial and investment banks, private equity and venture capital firms. Over the years, she has been involved in a number of M&As and IPOs, many of them involving companies in the global business sector or foreign companies investing in Mauritius.
 Priscilla has practiced at the Mauritian Bar since 1999 and has appeared before all the courts of Mauritius, as well as before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in the UK. She has also sat for numerous years as a member of the Public Bodies Appeal Tribunal, a Tribunal set up to hear appeals on appointment decisions made by the Public Service Commission and Local Government Service Commission in Mauritius.
 Stephen Shergold, Senior Partner, Dentons
 Stephen is a partner in the Environment and Natural Resources team at Dentons. The team is top ranked for environmental law in both Chambers and Legal 500. Focusing on environment and health and safety law, Stephen advises clients on incident response, day-to-day compliance matters and liability risk management. He regularly advises on pollution liability regimes, process authorizations and environmental permitting, waste law, renewable energy law, international climate change mechanisms, resource efficiency mechanisms, nuisance and negligence, habitat protection, health and safety law and product liability.
 Stephen’s practice has a particular focus on the waste, oil and gas (upstream and downstream), mining, land remediation, clean-tech, chemical, insurance, and power sectors. In addition to advising private companies, Stephen has specific experience in drafting regulatory frameworks and statutory instruments in both the EU and emerging markets.
 Priscilla Balgobin-BhoyrulSenior Partner, Dentons Mauritius
 Stephen ShergoldSenior Partner, Dentons
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 Master of Ceremonies
 Raj Kulasingam, Senior Counsel, Dentons
 Raj specialises in infrastructure and utility projects, including projects in the power, transport (road and rail), water, waste, and oil and gas sectors. He has advised on a variety of concession-based contracts, the regulation of utility and transport companies and PFI/PPP projects. He has worked in the UK, the Middle East and throughout Africa, acting for a mixture of developers, sponsors, lenders and governments. Raj is a Malaysian national who grew up in Malaysia. He acts for a number of Malaysian companies and has deep connections with South-East Asia where he grew up.
 His focus at Dentons is on originating, structuring, facilitating and advising on transactions in corporate, private equity, real estate, oil and gas, energy and infrastructure globally with a focus on Sub-Saharan Africa and South-East Asia. He is an active member of Dentons’ Global Africa Group and is passionate about the development of the Continent.
 He enjoys public speaking and interacting with people at all levels and is a frequent speaker on legal and business issues. He also writes a monthly column for the Nigeria Development and Finance Forum.
 Kate Bosman, Senior Associate, Dentons Mauritius
 Kate Bosman is a Senior Associate in the Dentons Mauritius office. She is a member of the corporate advisory team, as well as the business development team for the firm.
 Kate has been involved in the listing space for a number of years, managing the listing of various companies on the Stock Exchange of Mauritius (mostly dual listed on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange and others), assisting on their continuing obligations, and managing these entities’ corporate secretarial work. She has varied experience from working in the legal field in Mauritius since 2008, from setting up and running the NGO SPEAK Human Rights & Environmental Initiative for a number of years, to working on various property-related projects (particularly under the IRS and RES schemes), and most recently, working for three years at a Global Advisory, Corporate and Trustee Firm based in Mauritius.
 Raj KulasingamSenior Counsel, Dentons
 Kate BosmanSenior Associate, Dentons Mauritius
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 Panel 1: Project Finance
 Moderator: Sivakumaren (Robin) Mardemootoo, Managing Partner, Dentons Mauritius
 Robin is the Managing Partner of Dentons Mauritius, where he heads the Banking, Corporate Finance and Commercial practices. Robin focuses on securities regulations and laws related to banking, insolvency, corporate finance and cross-border investments. Clients of Robin’s include HSBC, Barclays, SBM, Standard Chartered, Deutsche Bank, ING, Nomura, National Australia Bank, Habib Bank, Citibank, BNP Paribas, Credit Lyonnais, Bank Populaires, Bank of Baroda, IFC, World Bank, to name a few.
 Robin also has a special interest in international complex litigation and arbitration. He is well-known locally, as well as internationally, with the famous Chagos Islanders case which he has coordinated cross-border and litigated pro-bono in the UK, the EU and in US; his team and himself have also assisted in the case of the Government of Mauritius against the UK before the International Court of Justice (ICJ). Robin has featured in several press and TV interviews and documentaries on a variety of legal topics, issues and cases, on such media channels as CNN, CBS, TF1, Canal +, Financial Times, Harvard Business Review and Forbes.
 Leïla Hubeaut, Partner, Dentons
 Leïla is a renowned lawyer in the area of energy. She has strategic experience in project development as well as in mergers and acquisitions and joint venture transactions, mainly in the sectors of mining, hydrocarbons, infrastructure and telecommunications, with a focus on North Africa, sub-Saharan Africa and Iran.
 Leïla focuses on the regulatory and public law aspects of projects, particularly in the licensing of regulated activities. She also concentrates on contractual arrangements for project financing to ensure their bankability.
 Christopher Showalter, CEO, KellTech
 Chris is the CEO of Kelltech Ltd. Prior to KellTech, Chris was a director and partner with a UK-based merchant bank, Hannam & Partners (Southern Africa), where he focused on the African mining sector while based in Zimbabwe. He served as Co-Chief Executive Officer at Renaissance Capital Zimbabwe and managed the local platform. Prior to this, Chris founded Africa Investor Group.
 Before setting up on the ground in Zimbabwe, he spent nine years at Goldman Sachs as a Vice President in the New York and Boston offices, where he held various sales roles in equity and capital markets in addition to exploring opportunities for Goldman across Southern Africa.
 Sivakumaren (Robin)MardemootooManaging Partner, Dentons Mauritius
 Leila HubeautPartner, Dentons
 Christopher ShowalterCEO, KellTech
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 Sanjiv Bhasin, CEO, AfrAsia Bank Ltd
 Sanjiv is the CEO of AfrAsia Bank. His banking career spans over 40 years with leading Global Banks in Asia, Africa & UK markets. With a proven track record of bringing about transformational change, he understands the perfect mix of customer need, technology, the interplay of sophisticated ALM, treasury, liquidity & risk management and sustainable growth.
 Under his leadership, AfrAsia Bank is now among the top 100 banks in Africa. The Bank has been recognized by Euromoney, Banker Africa & PwC and achieved commendable profits over last 2 years.
 Sanjiv has been instrumental in the launch of AfrAsia Foundation, the Bank’s social arm, with the AfrAsia School as its key project providing education to children who may find it challenging to access modern learning.
 Anju Umrowsing-Ramtohul, Head of Credit Origination and Structuring, Mauritius Commercial Bank (MCB)
 Anju is currently Head of Credit Origination and Structuring within the Corporate and Institutional Banking Business Unit of MCB, leading the teams which are responsible for preparing credit applications for both traditional corporate lending and specialized lending for credit sanctioning. She is also a member of the Credit Committees of the Bank, participating actively in credit decisions.
 Anju started her career as a relationship resource, managing portfolios of corporate customers before moving on as Special Assets Manager, responsible for driving the team handling non-performing exposures. Before moving to her current role, she also spent nine years in the Risk Business Unit of the Bank as Credit Risk Manager/Head of Credit Management, overseeing all lending requests of the Bank with a view to taking a decision or a Risk opinion and recommendation, depending on the level of exposure and delegated authority.
 Panel 2: Fintech
 Moderator: Priscilla Balgobin-Bhoyrul (see above)
 Jonathan Garforth, Partner, Dentons
 Jonathan is a partner in Dentons’ London-based Financial Services practice. Jonathan focuses on financial services regulation, especially as it relates to retail and consumer protection matters. His clients range from traditional high street banks, private banks and non-traditional challenger banks to investment banks, private equity houses and non-bank financiers of a wide variety of consumer assets such as motor vehicles, mobile handsets and insurance premiums. He has recently acquired a number of fintech clients, especially in the peer-to-peer lending space.
 Anju Umrowsing-RamtohulHead of Credit Origination and Structuring, Mauritius Commercial Bank (MCB)
 Jonathan GarforthPartner, Dentons
 Sanjiv BhasinCEO, AfrAsia Bank Ltd
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5 • Biographies Discussions with Dentons
 Jonathan regularly advises on cutting-edge deals involving asset sales, share sales, IPOs and other capital raisings such as securitizations. He also has experience acting as the trusted advisor to clients in contentious matters, particularly in response to significant compliance issues and regulatory investigations.
 Shailen Ramgoolam, Partner, Africa, India & Middle East Advisory Services Ernst & Young
 Shailen leads the EY advisory service line in Mauritius and has more than 25 years’ experience of advising clients on their corporate governance, risk and internal controls related matters. He has worked in over 30 countries and has experience in the financial services, oil and gas, technology and consumer products sectors. The EY advisory team accompanies organizations in their digitization journey, assisting in formulating and executing digital strategies, and keeping the organizations safe in managing the new risks that consequentially emerge.
 He is the Chair of the EY Africa Partner Forum and a member of the EY Global Governance Council, representing the Africa region. These bodies are part of EY’s internal governance arrangements enabling the general interests of partners to be represented with the senior leadership of EY Africa and EY Global respectively. Shailen was also the Chair of the Risk Management Sub-Committee that drafted the current Code of Corporate Governance in Mauritius.
 Baptiste Hippert, Digital Transformation Program Manager, MCB Bank
 Baptiste has been Program Manager of MCB Digital Transformation since July 2017. He has worked in the banking sector for more than 15 years, having occupied several positions. He served as Head of PMO for MCB Consulting, the consulting arm of MCB Group in Mauritius between 2014 and 2017.
 Previously, Baptiste served within Société Générale Corporate and Investment Banking in Paris and New York where he held several positions (Manager, Business Analyst, Project Manager and Program Manager) related to software development and application management. In particular, he participated in the Lean Management Transformation Program of Société Générale between 2007 and 2009 and led several implementations.
 Panel 3: Compliance
 Moderator: Sivakumaren (Robin) Mardemootoo (see above)
 Cynthia DeGabrielle, Counsel, Dentons
 Cynthia is a member of Dentons’ White Collar and Government Investigations practice. With 23 years’ tenure as an Assistant United States Attorney, Cynthia has extensive experience handling complex financial investigations, international money laundering, and public corruption, both foreign and domestic. She focuses on defense of companies and individuals to enforcement actions under the U.S.
 Baptiste HippertDigital Transformation Program Manager, MCB Bank
 Cynthia DeGabrielleCounsel, Dentons
 Shailen RamgoolamPartner, Africa, India & Middle East Advisory Services Ernst & Young
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 Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and other international anti-bribery laws, as well as advising on compliance with those laws to prevent, detect and remediate violations. In addition, she represents clients in a variety of criminal and civil enforcement actions by global regulatory authorities.
 Cynthia has a broad international background, having served as a U.S. Department of Justice law enforcement policy advisor to numerous foreign governments by providing technical legal assistance and guidance on rule of law standards, international best practices, investigation strategy, prosecutorial discretion, and charging decisions.
 Cynthia has tried more than 50 federal criminal cases to jury verdict, as well as handling numerous civil trials and regulatory hearings. She has briefed and argued post-conviction matters, including cases before the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, writs of habeas corpus, enforcement of judgments and restitution.
 David Hotte, International Consultant
 David is a leading consultant in the compliance industry. He has worked extensively in Africa with various governments and financial institutions.
 Since January 2015, David has been Team Leader for a European Union project on AML/CFT in the Greater Horn of Africa. From 1998, he worked in the field of AML/CFT in developing countries for several national and international organizations including UNODC and the IMF. He also has solid experience of AML/CFT within the private sector. As such, David held several senior management positions in banking compliance matters with BPCE Group in France and abroad (Mauritius).
 Guillaume Ollivry, Director of Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU)
 From February 2015 Guillaume Ollivry has been the current Director of the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) in Mauritius. He has a background in legal research and investigation of human rights abuses and financial crime. He is also on the roster of experts of the AML/CFT Project in the Greater Horn of Africa region.
 The FIU is the central Mauritian agency for the request, receipt, analysis and dissemination of financial information regarding suspected proceeds of crime and alleged money laundering offences as well as the financing of any activities or transactions related to terrorism to relevant authorities. The FIU also issues guidelines to banks, financial institutions, cash dealers and members of the relevant professions on the manner in which a suspicious transaction report should be made.
 David HotteInternational Consultant
 Guillaume OllivryDirector of Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU)
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 Shomika Luchmun, Head of Business Development, State Bank of Mauritius (SBM)
 Shomika has more than 15 years of senior management experience across various fields within banking and non-banking financial sector, both in Mauritius and internationally. He has held directorship position in proprietary funds, contributing towards performance and strategic growth.
 In 2004, Shomika began his banking career with Standard Chartered Bank, initially heading the legal and compliance function, before taking additional responsibility for the Bank’s risk function. His next career move was to HSBC Mauritius in 2008 as Head of Securities Services and Head of Payments as Cash Management, where several “First in market” moves were achieved – Foreign Institutional Investments, first Global Custodian Bank, and EuroMoney Best Cash Manager award for 4 consecutive years.
 In 2014, he gained international exposure at HSBC Middle East (Dubai based) as Regional Head of Payments Services, responsible for nine HSBC markets, focusing on enhancing Product and Operational capabilities, as well as client service levels. He then decided to return back to Mauritius in 2016, joining the senior management team of SBM Bank, the second largest bank of the island, leading its Global Business and subsequently, the non-banking financial cluster of the Group, including a member of the various Boards of SBM businesses.
 Nirupa Narayen, General Counsel, Financial Services Commission (FSC)
 Nirupa has an extensive international exposure and has held several key positions in the United Kingdom (UK) in the legal and regulatory fields prior to joining as the first General Counsel of the FSC.
 She is a fellow member of the Chartered Institute for Securities and Investment since 2015, and has been admitted to the Bar of Mauritius and to the Bar of England and Wales since 2001. She also holds a Masters in International Law from the University of Bristol and was admitted as a Solicitor in England and Wales in 2011.
 Nirupa was the first female member of the Risk Committee of a UK international law firm. She received an award for excellence for her contribution to the Brexit impact on the business and for leading the risk due diligence exercise on the combination with a Singapore law firm. She was appointed as deputy MLRO during her tenure at Eversheds Sutherlands. She was a mentor in the Cherie Blair Foundation for Women and was also a mentor in the Law Society of England and Wales in the Stephen Lawrence Foundation.
 Nirupa was a former member of the Attorney-General’s office of Mauritius and has extensive litigation experience, having appeared before the Supreme Court, lower courts and tribunals.
 Nirupa NarayenGeneral Counsel, Financial Services Commission (FSC)
 Shomika LuchmunHead of Business Development, State Bank of Mauritius (SBM)
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 Panel 4: Is Mauritius still relevant?
 Moderator: Renu Audit, Counsel, Dentons Mauritius
 Renu’s focus is on Private Equity , Mergers and Acquisitions , Corporate Governance and Capital Market in the Dentons Mauritius office. Her focus is to provide trusted advice across the life cycle of a fund or a cross-border Investment, from its formation and capitalization, through to public and private mergers and acquisitions, transactional due diligence, leveraged buyouts, group restructurings, secured lending and refinancing. She has also advised on IPOs, demergers and other cross-border microfinancing structuring.
 She is well versed in the corporate governance issues faced by financial institutions. She has experience in advising boards and senior management on complex governance, risk and regulatory issues in multiple jurisdictions in the financial services sector and has the knowhow to interact with regulators, enforcement authorities and other government agencies.
 Ben Lim, Chief Executive Officer, Intercontinental Trust Limited
 Ben is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales and has a great deal of experience in international tax planning. Until April 2000, he was an international tax and offshore services partner in the Mauritian representative firm of Andersen Worldwide, s.c. (De Chazal Du Mée) and a director of a leading trust company in Mauritius.
 Until March 2015, he was a Board Member of the Board of Investment, the apex government organization responsible for the promotion of Mauritius. He also served as a member of the Financial Services Consultative Committee (FSCC), which was constituted pursuant to the Financial Services Act 2007 under the Chairmanship of the Vice-Prime Minister and Minister of Finance & Economic Development. A founding member of various international financial institutions, he acts as Director on a number of them having a presence in Mauritius.
 Santosh Gujadhur, Co-Founder, GFin Corporate Services Ltd
 Santosh is a co-founder at GFin Corporate Services Ltd. Santosh was previously a Corporate Associate at Sidley Austin LLP, where he has represented financial institutions, broker-dealers, sovereign wealth funds and other corporate clients in equity, debt, and hybrid capital transactions, fund formations, IPOs, tender offers, swaps and accelerated share repurchase transactions, investment transactions, regulatory matters and various other transactions.
 Santosh has represented financial institutions and sovereign wealth funds in several landmark recapitalization transactions in the United States as a result of the financial crisis. He currently serves as a Director of several prominent funds operating in the Indian and African markets.
 Santosh GujadhurCo-Founder, GFin Corporate Services Ltd
 Ben LimChief Executive Officer, Intercontinental Trust Limited
 Renu AuditCounsel, Dentons Mauritius
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 CSDentons-Mauritius Biographies 28Nov2018 — 28/11/2018
 © 2018 Dentons. Dentons is a global legal practice providing client services worldwide through its member firms and affiliates. This publication is not designed to provide legal or other advice and you should not take, or refrain from taking, action based on its content. Please see dentons.com for Legal Notices.
 Afsar Ebrahim, Partner, BDO Mauritius
 Afsar is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales. He is the Responsible Partner for Corporate Finance as well as the BDO international liaison. He has over 25 years of professional experience and has been with BDO for 13 years. Afsar has worked with a variety of public and privately-owned clients and has acquired extensive experience in the banking, insurance, sugar, telecommunications, oil and gas and hospitality industries.
 He has experience in dealing with statutory audit, financial restructuring, mergers and acquisitions, IPOs, fundraising, valuations and disposals. Afsar has local knowledge in Burundi, Comoros, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda, Seychelles, South Africa, India and Dubai as well as in Mauritius.
 Jyoti Rai, Head Channel Partners & Alliances , Edelweiss Prime Services
 Jyoti has more than 20 years of experience in marketing and strategies across segments in financial markets and is India’s youngest independent director on the board of a listed company. In her current role she heads “Channel Partners & Alliance with Edelweiss Prime Services.” She has held several leadership positions in the past and worked with leading companies, such as Reliance Nippon AMC, Thomson Reuters, AIG Asset Management, MCX, SBI-Soc Gen, ABAX (India), as well as consulting with Co/PLUS – one of the world’s biggest names in branding – in her last assignment in Denmark.
 Jyoti RaiHead Channel Partners & Alliances , Edelweiss Prime Services
 Afsar EbrahimPartner, BDO Mauritius
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