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Buddy BuccaneerWritten and Illustrated

byMatthew Minnich
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Buddy was no ordinary rabbit, he loved to sail the seven seas.
Buddy was a buccaneer, like a pirate but not asmean. In fact buddy
was never mean to anyone, that's why he was confused when he found
himself in the

middle of the desert. He didn't remember how he got into the
desert. But he sure knew he wanted out. Rabbitsand buccaneers like
cool wet places.
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They traveled quickly and were soon at the end of the desert
where a beautiful forest grew. Leaving the camel,Buddy said Thanks!
Thanks a lot. As he headed into the forest the buccaneer thought
The sun is going down

fast I need to go faster.
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As he ran into the forest a large bird screeched, swooped down
and grabbed the not quite helpless rabbit. Buddypulled his sword
from his belt yellinglet go of me you big ugly bird and smacked the
hawk's foot.

Nothing happened. Then he began poking at the bird's big belly.
The hawk began to laugh. And droppedBuddy down into the trees.
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Oh No! Buddy cried as he fell through the air. Crashing through
a tree house roof he fell into a pile of acorns.
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Chitter Chitter Chitter came the angry voices of a small group
of squirrels.One poked him with a spear and growling said Rrrrhhh
Why are you here? You will not steal our food Pirate!
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The Old white squirrel took out an ancient map and showing the
rabbit his way home said... Your journey willnot end tonight Buddy
began to object, but she put up her hand. You must pass the tree
that doesn't speak,

and find the Moon face man. He will tell you where to find the
Gnome that stands alone.
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Now you will eat and sleep before leaving said the Chief.No
Thank You, Buddy said. I must go quickly

And so buddy left his new found forest friends. Seeing the sun
going down he thoughtI can still make it if I hurry He looked at
the Map and hopped into the forest.
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Soon He stood before a tree with a face.Which way to the Moon
Face man? The buccaneer asked.

He asked two more times and then realized that this was the tree
that doesn't speak.Buddy took off his boot and rubbed his own foot
for luck. Then he heard the wind blowing in the tree. All ofthe
leaves were pointing down a narrow path. Some leaves even blew in
front of his feet.
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Is the Moon Face Man this way? he asked the leaves.The leaves
danced around his feet and as He started walking the leaves rolled
in front of him.

Hurrying after the leaves he came to a circle of trees. In the
middle was a flat table. This place was on his map,somewhere inside
he would find the Moon Face Man.
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Standing next to the table Buddy called Moon Face Man? Where are
you? The Old Wise Squirrel said youwould be here. I need your
help.

The sun had set and the moon was full in the sky. Buddy would
not arrive home tonight, but the wise squirrelhad told him that the
man from the Moon would only speak under Moon light. So Buddy
continued calling.Soon he heard a voice I am here next to you.
There was no one he could see. Look at the table.
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Buddy was surprised when he saw a face on the table and it was
talking.I am trying to get home Buddy said

You will be home soon, but first you must find the Gnome who
stands alone. He will return lost things.

I haven't lost anything, I Just need to get home."Buddy
replied"Hush. On the other side of the hill you will find the Gnome
standing in a pool of water."
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As he said this a cloud covered the moon and the Moon Faced Man
said no more.Feeling confused buddy looked at the silent table and
muttered a thank you as he hurried out of the

forest and into an open field where he saw a hill rising toward
the sky. Full of excitement, buddy
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Buddy gulped The Moon Faced man said the Gnome would be standing
in a pool of water. I don't see anypools of water. As he walked he
began to ask the Gnomes Where is the Pool of water? Where is the
Gnome thatstands alone? I need his help. Buddy was scared. He
thought Their lips look painted on. Suddenly one of the

Gnomes whispered Behind the blue wall stands our lone
brother.The Rabbit turned and saw a blue wall painted with a mural
of fish.


	
8/14/2019 Buddy Buccaneer

18/31

A Hat! I see a hat! Buddy exclaimed. He bounced up and over the
wall. Buddy landed with a Splash!Dripping with water a Gnome stood
in front of him. The little man smiled and said Buddy am I glad to
see

you. You've been gone for a long time. They gave up on finding
you a long time ago.
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Buddy was confused. I don't remember anyone that would want me
to return. I am a Buccaneer.But, you know, I don't remember
anything before I woke up in the desert this morning.I will take
you home. the Gnome told buddy First I need your help out of this
pool .
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Get on my back. Buddy told the little man. So the Gnome climbed
on his back and they jumped one twothree out of the water and over
the wall.

Standing out side the wall Buddy said Take me home The Gnome
responded We need to get you treasurefirst.
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Buddy smiled and said My Treasure I forgot about my treasure.
What is my treasure?It is not far away. Said the gnome, just under
that tree
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Buddy hopped over to the tree and pulled out his treasure. Now
lets see what I have.Stop said the Gnome wait until you get home.I
don't want to wait Buddy replied ...But I will.
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They went a little further and found a large house with an
enormous door. Buddy asked Is this the house of agiant? But then he
remembered No, not a giant this is my house. Turning to the Gnome
Buddy said I am

home, but how do I open that giant door?
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Buddy stared at him and said Wait! I remember you now, you are
Minder the Garden Gnome. We have had somany adventures together.
You are truly my friend.

Yes, Minder replied, but I must leave you now old friend. Maybe
we will see each other again.

I hope so. Smiled Buddy Goodbye Minder and thank you.
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The bell began to ring and Buddy landed beside the door. He
picked up his treasure chest and waited.Soon Buddy heard the door
begin to open. He was excited. Suddenly Buddy couldn't move. What
was wrong?

Above him a giant old woman, looked down and smiled.
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She Picked him up and said Buddy where did you come from? She
opened the tiny treasure chest andexclaimed, Buddy you found my
mother's ring, is that where you went ?
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As Buddy looked into her eyes he remembered everything. Buddy
was not a buccaneer, he wasn't even a realRabbit. But as he
remembered playing with the old woman when she was a little girl a
real tear rolled from his

eye.
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He was her toy. She was the reason he needed to be home before
it was dark.THE END
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