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 Arlington HeigHtsMAY - JUNE 2016
 AHNAARLINGTON HEIGHTSNEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
 FORT WORTH, TEXAS
 COUNTDOWN TO 100
 The last few years the block parties for the historical Fire Station #18 have been such great events, it’s been turned into a yearly celebration until it hits 100 years old in 2023.
 It is a great way to celebrate and recognize our revered neighborhood firefighters, their “home” - #18, along with its historical structure.
 Turnout is always fantastic and fun, so put it on your calendar, Sunday May 15th, 4:00pm to 8:00pm.
 There will be food, beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic), bounce house for the kids, dog stations for our 4-legged friends, and an all-around great time! Bring your neighbors, the kids, your friends, and your leashed dogs.
 The Firefighters will be happy to give you a tour of their station and our good friend and neighbor “Ollie” Gorden the certified therapy dog plans on being there too!
 FIRE STATION NO. 18 93RD BIRTHDAY PARTY SET FOR SUNDAY MAY 15TH
 L to R: Arlington Heights Firefighters: David Johnson, David Greene, Stephen Boynton, Kyle Omberg, Richard Jordan and Chris Davis holding up Fire Station #18’s birthday cake from last year. Cake compliments of Bluebonnet Bakery. (Photo by Brenda Helmer)
 Ollie Gorden, certified therapy dog, cooling off in one of the dog stations last year.
 We have so many supportive neighbors and businesses to thank:
 AHNA Board Members, Arlington Heights neighbors & volunteers, Ben E Keith (neighbor Lance Johnson), Bluebonnet Bakery, Central Market, Crestline Area Neighborhood Association, Curly’s Custard, Rivercrest Station/Hillcrest Partners, Sally’s Flowers, Sam & 7-11, Texas Girls Choir, and Thomas Place Community Center.
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 AHNA EXECUTIVE BOARD
 President Brenda Helmer
 [email protected]
 Vice President Kelly Jo Nial
 [email protected] 817-798-0349
 Secretary Sam Duncan
 [email protected]
 Treasurer Renee Tidwell
 [email protected]
 Directors at Large Lisa Bashore
 [email protected]
 Pat [email protected]
 John [email protected]
 817-732-8691
 Christina [email protected]
 817-738-0330
 Sergio [email protected]
 817-343-1018
 AHNA COMMITTEES
 Zoning/Board of Adjustment Richard [email protected]
 817-732-0586
 Neighborhood Animal Concerns and Membership
 Kelly Jo [email protected]
 817-798-0349
 Citizens on Patrol (Crime Watch)Jan Bourne
 [email protected]
 Yard of the Month Carol Berry
 [email protected]
 Please send all correspondence to: PO Box 470692
 Fort Worth, Texas 76147
 Neighborhood Patrol OfficerTom McNutt817-992-0187
 [email protected]
 Fort Worth Police817-335-4222
 (non-emergencies)
 Fort Worth City CouncilmanDennis Shingleton
 817-392-8807 [email protected]
 Code Compliance OfficerThong ChakrathoukCell 817-999-8596Desk 817-392-5397
 LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENTby AHNA President Brenda Helmer
 Big events are looming upon us, and bigger events are thankfully, behind us. Behind us is we’ve paid or reconciled our taxes (hopefully), we have endured more than anyone’s share of hail storms with a side of “gotta find someone to fix my roof”, and a variety of zoning, variances, and development cases. We’ve done it before and we will do it again.
 What we are looking forward to is the FWFD Station #18’s 93rd Birthday Celebration as we “Countdown to 100”! It’s on the calendar for Sunday, May 15, from 4 – 8 p.m. We are so lucky to have that station and those awesome firemen in our Arlington Heights. Station #18 is the oldest continuous fire station in Cowtown and we are proud to call them neighbors. It is the last standing Bungalow Fire Station that was built during the 1922-23 Fort Worth City Beautiful project. More fun facts as written by Jeff Hooper:
 • It is the oldest operating station in Fort Worth, constructed in 1923 for $18,000.
 • Station 18 is one of the oldest buildings in the Arlington Heights area. Although it was extensively remodeled in 1986 the exterior retains the look of the original building. The station originally housed both an engine and ladder truck.
 • Many believe the station is haunted by a ghost referred to as “Claude”.
 • In 2011, Engine 18 was renamed “USS Fort Worth” in honor of the newly christened US Navy ship of the same name.
 So THANK YOU in advance for your help and enthusiasm in helping us celebrate this momentous occasion. As to be expected, we will have a turnout of fantastic guests and demonstrations including: the incredible Fort Worth Fire Department command vehicles, swift water rescue equipment, in addition to photo ops with those who RUN IN, NOT OUT, for YOUR life, the guys wearing the FWFD uniforms. Grab your friends, neighbors, dogs, kids for the bounce house and firefighter clowns and come on over! There will be plenty of free food, drinks, treats and other family fun. And of course, I will be there. Come find me and let’s have some fun and celebrate!
 LOOKING FOR US? WEB: www.arlingtonheightsna.com
 Facebook: Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association
 Twitter: @AHNAFW
 Arlington Heights Neighborhood:Boundaries are the triangle of Camp Bowie Blvd on the north, Montgomery Street on the east and Interstate 30 on the south and west. Arlington Heights resides in
 District 7 of Fort Worth.

Page 3
                        

www.arlingtonheightsna.com MAY - JUNE 2016 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS & VIEWS 3
 ADVERTISING RATESCurrent circulation is 300 households bi-monthly
 Business card: $251/4 Page: $501/2 Page: $100
 Full Page: $200Email [email protected]
 Funds in Unrestricted Bank Account $4,341.96 - Balance as of 3/9/16
 Funds in Restricted Bank Account $5,402.75 - Balance as of 3/9/16
 SHOUT OUTS & CORRECTIONS
 Long-time resident Kit Law has been Arlington Heights SIXTY years, not 50, as stated in the last newsletter. Sorry Kit!
 THANK YOU Makenzie Carpenter for editing the last two issues of the AHNA Newsletters and getting them out the door.
 THANK YOU to all the neighbors on the Nextdoor site that have helped countless lost and displaced cats and dogs. Rabbits too.
 Zoning cases are the 2nd Wednesday every month at City Council Chambers
 Board of Adjustment cases are the 3rd Wednesday every month at City Council Chambers
 EXTRA! EXTRA! INTERESTING STORY, FACT OR PICTURE?
 PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES, NEWS, IDEAS AND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR by the 1st day of: January, March, May, July, September, and November for publication. Include
 your name, address, phone number, and email address. Arlington Heights and its editors have the right to refuse submissions deemed inappropriate. We also reserve the right to edit for
 length and content. Views, opinions and other content expressed in the newsletter are not necessarily those of AHNA or of its members, nor is AHNA endorsing any persons, institutions, or
 products. Submit to: [email protected] or to AHNA, PO BOX 470692, Fort Worth, TX 76147
 CRUD CRUISER JUN 4THBring your household hazardous waste for convenient, safe disposal. Saturday, June 4th from 9:00am to 11:00am at the Como Community Center, 4900 Horne St., 76107. Bring proof of Fort Worth residency also (Driver’s License, water bill)
 JUNE MEETING & SUMMER ACTIVITIESWhitney Rodriguez from the Fort Worth Park and Recreation Department will be at our June meeting to talk about a large variety of summer activities offered for the whole family. Some of the activities she will talk about include: summer camps, swimming pools, drive-in movies, youth sports programs and much more. Whitney will also tell how you can volunteer within the department as well. Tuesday June 21st 6:30pm.
 DATE __________________ Please check: New Member Renewing Member
 Household $15 Senior (>65)$10 Business $25 NAME_____________________________________________ ADDRESS__________________________________________ ___________________________________________________ PHONE_____________________________________________ EMAIL_____________________________________________ Concerns or Interests (use space below): MAIL CHECK (made out to AHNA) to: AHNA, PO BOX 470692, Ft Worth, TX 76147
 2016 AHNA MEETING SCHEDULE 3rd Tuesday of every month
 6:30pm – 7:30pm
 3855 Tulsa Way at Crestline Road Fort Worth Professional Firefighters Hall
 No Meeting Tuesday May 17th Sunday May 15th Fire Station #18 Party 4 - 8pm
 Tuesday June 21th Tuesday July 19th
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 The final steer has been roped and the cows have gone home from the 2016 Stock Show. Now the new parking garage construction is ramping up, the Montgomery Street reconstruction design is moving along and a ground-breaking ceremony will follow for the multipurpose arena. With completion of the arena scheduled for late 2019, this event location will be a reality for the 2020 Stock Show and many other exciting and diverse events.
 Here’s the latest news…
 Montgomery Street Reconstruction The preliminary design is being reviewed by the City, and final design is expected to begin in spring 2016. A project update meeting on the design is scheduled for 6:30 p.m., May 11, at the University of North Texas Health Science Center, Medical Education & Training Building, located at 1000 Montgomery Street, first floor room 125S. Mark your calendar and plan to attend this meeting to learn about project progress.
 Public art will also be a part of this project. Artist selection is underway and being coordinated by the Arts Council of Fort Worth and Tarrant County. The May project meeting will include an update from the Arts Council.
 The City is currently working with existing franchise utility companies (gas, electric and communications) to determine relocation work necessary as part of the planned street improvements.
 Haydon Building Corporation is working on the preliminary construction phasing and schedule. An update will be given to residents in May.
 Finally, the Eastern Arlington Heights drainage study and design is in the works. The city’s project team will have more information on this effort next month.
 MONTGOMERY STREET RECONSTRUCTIONAND MULTIPURPOSE ARENA UPDATE
 For more information on this project, contact: Michael Weiss, Project Manager City of Fort Worth Transportation & Public Works Department, at 817-392-8485 or [email protected].
 Property Acquisition, Demolition and Excavation Negotiations continue for acquisition of the remainder of the Bodycote property. Demolition of the Bodycote warehouse structure has been completed, and this area is part of the arena parking garage construction that is underway. After final property acquisition, future demolition and site excavation will continue to follow all State and local environmental protection controls, and any contaminated soil will continue to be removed and disposed of at permitted landfills.
 Arena Parking Garage Dirt is turning behind the fence at the parking garage site. Construction has started and the contractor is following the city’s ordinance for construction working hours.
 The parking garage is schedule for completion in the fall of 2017.
 Construction staging is on Trail Drive and the contractor is required to provide parking for workers on site – not in the neighborhood.
 Multipurpose Arena The design team continues to work on the final design of the multipurpose arena. Emphasis on minimizing traffic, noise and lighting impacts on the west side of the facility are top priorities to the facility design. Platting and zoning information will be presented once the City acquires the remaining Bodycote property. As more information on the lighting study and traffic planning is available, information will be shared with neighborhood leadership.
 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS AREA WATERAND WASTEWATER REPLACEMENTS The City of Fort Worth will be completing two water and sanitary sewer replacement projects in Arlington Heights neighborhood this summer. Water and sewer lines will be replaced under Lafayette Avenue from Owasso Street to Clover Lane. Water lines will be replaced under Calmont Avenue from Eldridge Street to Merrick Street.
 City engineers will make sure that all residents have access to their driveways during construction. After the work is finished, a temporary asphalt repair will be placed over the lines until street reconstruction is scheduled by the Transportation & Public Works Department.
 Funding source: Water & Sewer Fund. Amount: $3,333,591.
 For more information, contact Rakesh Chaubey at 817-392-6051.
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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR Dear AHNA,
 Your renewal form asks: What am I interested in? I love Arlington Heights.
 I may be the oldest member receiving your newsletter or living here the longest. My dad moved us here from a tiny little town of 2,000, Iowa Park, Texas in 1942. This was right after WWII broke out. There were very few houses from Calmont Avenue to Camp Bowie Boulevard.
 A person walked everywhere. This was because of the gas shortage. There was no freeway close by. Vickery Boulevard is where the grocery store is now (Central Market) Birchman Baptist Church had just opened and one of the rooms had a dirt floor!
 I was 14 years old and a Junior at Arlington Heights High School. My brother, Bill, was a Senior. I met my husband, Waymon, on the Church yard steps when we were 17 years old. We married at 18. In 1955 we bought our home at 3822 El Campo Avenue. There were no other houses on this block.
 We raised all four of our children here and they attended the Fort Worth schools here nearby.
 I am 87 years plus and can no longer drive. I have taught Bible Studies at Birchman Baptist for more than 70 years. But due to arthritis I can no longer walk without my walker. But I love history, and read the AHNA Newsletter and the Star-Telegram. History of this area is most important to me.
 That is what I am interested in.
 Thank you, Betty Cox
 Note from editor: Betty wrote this December 10, 2014 and mailed it to AHNA. Betty passed away May 1st, 2015. We were very fortunate to have had her as a neighbor and friend for so many years. Thanks to Betty, we have a neat piece of Arlington Heights history to share.
 TRASH - BULK PICKUP - YARD TRIMMINGS - MISSING CARTS
 Bulk Pick-up for Arlington Heights is the WEEK OF THE 4th MONDAY each month.
 Everything else you need or want to know is here: http://fortworthtexas.gov/solidwaste
 There is even an APP for that! Check out Fort Worth’s new Garbage and Recycling App and download it for Apple & Android
 devices.
 Kimley-Horn consultants and neighbors met May 4th at the UNTHSC to discuss the results of the parking study from information obtained during and after the Fort Worth Stock Show.
 Considerations were discussed on how to reduce or eliminate the impacts of outside traffic and parking that occur on the neighborhood streets during events. Only about 25 neighbors attended. Councilman Shingleton was present as well as a few Arlington Heights Neighborhood Assn officers. No decisions were made to the considerations on the table. Some of the things discussed were:
 - Include the price of parking in a garage or lot to the event tickets to be sold
 - Having streets that connect to Montgomery Street be “One Way Only” streets that only feed INTO Montgomery Street, “Right Turn Only” from Montgomery Street which would prevent vehicles from blocking the intersections while attempting to turn into the neighborhood
 - Issuing parking passes and/or permits to residents only allowing them only to park on the streets
 - Installing parking meters
 - Installing more signage and providing more information to educate event-goers on where to park, or simply using the temporary paper signs placed by the FWPD during events on streets
 - Installing crosswalks were also discussed, but it was questioned if that would just encourage folks to park in the neighborhood.
 There will be at least one more meeting scheduled to discuss all of the options for the best solution; notifications to follow via email (subscribe at the AHNA website or email [email protected] to be added). Neighbors, please be informed to be a part of the decision-making in our neighborhood. The completion for THE ARENA is late 2019 and before you know it, it will be here…with all the traffic.
 NEIGHBORHOOD PARKING ASSESMENT
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 by Karen Lang-Ferrell
 The winner of the April 2016 Yard of the Month is the recently constructed home at 4701 Pershing Avenue, built and owned by Terri McFaul and Kent Kilbourne.
 The couple had the home built in 2013, giving them the opportunity to start their garden landscape with a clean slate. The entrance to their home is simple and elegant, with heavy urns planted with stately yucca decorating either side of the front entryway.
 Terri transplanted the yuccas from the yard to the urns after the March hail storm, giving them a new beginning. The lawn of St. Augustine, a tried and true Texas turf, leads to neatly bordered beds filled with spring bulbs of Daffodils and Tulips, with a blooming Indian Hawthorne shrub adding a splashy pink statement.
 Last year, Terri planted mature Asian Jasmine which she is training to climb next to the walls on both the east and the west.
 Terri’s favorite feature of the landscape holds special meaning: a spectacular sculpture/fountain, created by a Louisiana artist. Terri inherited this sculpture fountain from a brother. It was placed next to his swimming pool, and when he moved, he wanted the sculpture to stay in the family. It depicts 4 children; 3 little boys and one girl, representing Terri’s immediate family. Terri, a native of Louisiana, and Kent, born in Beijing, China, worked and lived in Louisiana, moving to Texas in 1986.
 Although gardening is not their primary hobby, the two enjoy spending time in their private interior courtyard, contemplating what plants would enhance their budding landscape. They hope to have more time to devote to their landscape and garden in the future.
 They enjoy browsing at Archie’s because of the vast selection of plants, the range of organic products which they prefer and the garden expertise of the staff; they also like shopping at Calloway’s.
 Terri enjoys the Arlington Heights neighborhood because of its convenience to all the things they love; she says they also have great neighbors. She is impressed with the neighborhood association as well, and appreciates all the work that goes into keeping the neighborhood informed.
 APRIL 2016 YARD OF THE MONTH
 RIVERSIDE KENNEL “It’s all about the dogs”
 Boarding, Doggie Daycare & Bathing
 WWW.RIVERSIDE-KENNEL.COM
 1801 Bomar Ave Ft. Worth, TX 76103 817-698-WOOF (9663)
 Hours of Operation 7AM – 7PM Mon – Fri 9AM – 3PM Saturday 2PM – 6PM Sunday
 SOLD HERE!
 REFER A CUSTOMER & RECEIVE ONE NIGHT FREE BOARDING!
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 by Karen Lang-Ferrell
 When Jerry and Janiel Bodiford moved into this 1920’s two-story home on Tulsa Way in 2001, it was landscaped in a very old-fashioned manner. Round sculpted Yaupon Holly and other shrubs were the mainstay of the front yard; flower beds were non-existent.
 Janiel , the primary gardener of the pair, set to work modernizing and adding color to the yard. With a bit of assistance and a consult from Westin Gardens, rocks were placed and new colorful pink-flowering Chinese fringe flower (Loropetalum) shrubs were planted. A Red Bud tree, planted in 2006, provides a beautiful, natural awning for the front porch, which has become a social headquarters for friends and neighbors, or “porch monkeys” as Janiel calls them.
 When socializing on the front porch, Jerry, Janiel and their friends linger with a glass of wine near a bed of Monkey Grass and Shasta Daisies, just below the Chinese Fringe flower. Janiel decided upon a color theme of purple and white to provide a splash of color (TCU fans much?!) for the flower garden, which runs symmetrically alongside the front walkway. With the winter cabbage now gone, she has replaced them with Angelonia (also called summer snapdragon), Salvia and the low-growing Blackfoot Daisy. Artmesia and native grasses add variety and height in small beds nearest the street.
 Janiel admits to being something of an Archie’s Gardenland lover, with frequent trips, not only for plants, but for horticultural education and advice. But Lowe’s is also on the shopping list for garden basics.
 Lush, sturdy St. Augustine grass is the Bodiford’s turf of choice. As a native Texan, Jerry loves the mature pecan trees that provide a canopy over the yard, and happily shares their yield of pecans with others. Janiel is such an avid gardener that she also maintains a greenhouse in the backyard.
 For the last three years, the couple have also maintained a separate property for a vegetable garden, which is Jerry’s gardening focus; they’re about to harvest some yummy snap peas! When not working in her garden, Janiel travels a good bit showing Cavalier King Charles Spaniels at dog shows and agility trials, and stays busy as a breed-specific transporter and foster of Cavaliers.
 MAY 2016 YARD OF THE MONTH
 • • • • • •
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 Brenda Helmer stands in front of a newly purchased Birchman Avenue house.
 Zoning and variances don’t usually get the rise out of neighbors like other neighborhood happenings. Well, at least until it happens next door to you or on the same block. Part of the reason being, folks usually don’t understand what it all means.
 A yellow card arrives in the mail stating there is a variance request for a house, new construction, for a 5-foot set-back. Well, it seems harmless and nothing else has been said about it, maybe you’ll look into it later. “Later” comes and goes quickly. Construction starts and thoughts of “Well that doesn’t seem right, can they do that?” Having been down that very road 11 years ago, the hindsight speaks volumes: It should have been pursued.
 What is the difference between Zoning and Variances through Board of Adjustment (BOA)?
 Zoning (in Fort Worth) defines what can exist or be built and its use on a chunk of land or LAND USE. Zoning helps to regulate land use, promote orderly growth, and protect existing property owners by ensuring a convenient, attractive and functional community. Each year the Comprehensive Plan, which puts zoning in place throughout Fort Worth, is updated and public input is encouraged. Changes in zoning or land use must go through the Fort Worth Zoning Commission for approval then to City Council for consideration of the change.
 A variance is where an application to appeal to the terms or deviate from specific zoning regulations in place for a particular piece of property. An example for a residential case: Zoning dictates specific property-line set-backs for a piece of property. In order to deviate from a ten-foot setback to a five-foot setback, one must apply for a variance.
 An example for a commercial case: Zoning dictates a minimum number of parking places for a business, depending on the type of business. If 50 parking spots are required, but there is only room for 30, one must apply for a variance. The application is submitted to the city of Fort Worth’s Board of Adjustment. The BOA will hear and decide the case of the applicant. Many factors come into play on the final decision, but ultimately, the applicant MUST SHOW HARDSHIP for requested variance. The decision of the BOA is final. Cases are not forwarded to City Council.
 CASE #1: BAR-16-006, Variance for a side-yard setback, corner lot, 4836 Birchman Avenue.
 Here is an interesting case that nearly slipped through the cracks. Notices for variances and zoning change requests are to be mailed to all property owners within 300 feet of the application site, NOT LESS THAN 10 days prior to the hearing. The hearing for this case was scheduled for December 16th, 2015. The notice was received on January 7th, 2016. Yes, that is correct. Rather than arriving 10 days prior to the hearing, it arrived 22 days AFTER the scheduled hearing. No doubt due to the Christmas mail traffic. Even if it did arrive in time, this time of the year usually finds the Helmer’s, Brenda and her husband “Z”, in Israel donating dental services at a clinic in Jerusalem. Due to unforeseen circumstances the trip was delayed.
 NEIGHBORHOOD ADVENTURES IN BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT CASESby Kelly Jo Nial and Brenda Helmer
 NOT ALWAYS THE CASE
 Brenda is president of AHNA, and AHNA receives emails and full cases of all zoning and variance requests ahead of time. So, luckily we were privy to this particular case. Such that it really lit up Brenda’s world since it is RIGHT NEXT DOOR to them. This is a huge deal. This is why: Sitting on two lots next door at 4836 Birchman Avenue is a sturdy single-family house built in 1940. Developers see this as under-utilized land. And so it begins.
 The set-back request was for proposed new construction after they scraped the lots to build 4 two-story townhomes (two giant duplexes). But they want them bigger. Bigger equals more money. So a variance was requested. The variance would put the giants that much closer to the Helmer’s house. Five feet closer. Doesn’t seem much, but five feet for a two-story structure extending the entire length of the property, so 5 feet closer for 125 feet. That adds up to a lot of 5 feet. Nothing at all is wrong with the 1950 house except that it sat on too much land.
 The first step is to talk to the surrounding neighbors and petition them to not allow this variance to slide through the BOA. The five foot variance does NOT pose a hardship for the builders. So this variance should not be granted. Not that easy.
 If affected neighbors do not show up to these variance hearings, cases will slide through; developers will get their exceptions to nullify the zoning and developmental laws in place. The hardship could then be inflicted upon the neighbors without recourse. This variance would have led to an even larger footprint of new construction covering up more of your view. More concrete, more runoff, more flooding. This very block of the neighborhood struggles greatly with drainage and flooding already.
 While there would have been nothing we could do to prevent them from building 4 townhomes that would “fit” into the prescribed area as set forth by zoning standards, what we CAN and SHOULD do is speak-up to say NO WAY. We do not want more of something we already see as too much for our neighborhood, if that is how you feel.
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 And the feelings by all neighbors living there affected by this particular case were, in fact, overwhelmingly unanimous in that exact feeling.
 The AHNA Zoning Committee also reviewed and considered this case and recommended denial of the requested variance. It certainly appeared to be an open and shut case. It was not.
 The BOA did not see it as clear-cut as the neighbors and the neighborhood association. Neighbors showed up in person to City Council chambers (where cases are heard), signed petitions were submitted in writing, and a letter from the AHNA Zoning Committee and Executive Board were all submitted to the BOA. All of that was not convincing enough to the BOA members to deny the variance.
 This was in part due to how the applicant for the variance presented their case. They somehow convinced board members this was in the best interest of Arlington Heights neighborhood and we just did not know what we wanted. That this new construction would be “pretty”- that it would fit in well with our neighborhood. Even though the applicant stated on their application that they had already met or informed the neighborhood association and affected neighbors, THEY HAD NOT.
 All variances should only be requested based on a hardship that is not self-created (for example: because you won’t get as much money for your project if the variance isn’t passed) and the applicant MUST PROVE the hardship to the board for approval. Well, not the case here interestingly. The BOA did not pass the variance request, but did get tabled for the next BOA hearing on January 20, 2016. And it was recommended that the applicant and the neighbors and neighborhood association meet.
 Meetings were had, and there was still no movement on either side. The applicant wanted the variance. The neighbors and the AHNA did not want the variance. The purchase of this property by the developer may have actually been contingent on receiving the variance. January 20th came and the case was heard again. The BOA heard how both sides met and did not come to any agreement.
 There was some muddy information put forth by the applicant that the side-street where the 5 feet would encroach upon, was wider than the typical street found in Arlington Heights. So they should get their variance after all! A street too wide. Is that a hardship? Did that quell the neighbor’s thoughts and feelings about this case? No it did not. But apparently it did for some of the BOA members.
 The BOA voted, but NOT unanimously to DENY the variance. This was a small and celebrated victory for the neighbors. But, they can still build the townhomes just not 5 feet wider. The contract the applicant had expired on leap day, February 29th. Will they purchase the property and build anyway? That day came and went, and with a heavy heart, the developers purchased 4836 Birchman Avenue. The Helmers expected to wake up to bulldozers March 1st going to town knocking down the 1940-era house. There were no bulldozers, so Brenda Helmer did not give up.
 The persons who represented the application for the variance request were not the buyers/developers, so Brenda had one more trick up her sleeve. With encouragement from neighbors and friends, and a touch of eleventh hour panic, she scheduled a meeting to meet with
 the buyer, Jake Proctor from Fort Capital. Brenda and Jake met. Brenda with always a big smile on her face and never-ending charm described the feelings of neighbors and asked if Fort Capital would consider selling the property to her.
 Brenda doesn’t have a hoard of mayonnaise jars buried in her backyard filled with 100 dollar bills, so she reached out to a dear friend, a private investor, and asked if he would take a leap of faith and purchase this property to preserve. He saw the value of the house and property at 4836 Birchman Avenue, and the importance to the whole neighborhood, and said “Let’s do it”.
 Lastly, Jake at Fort Capital made the deal and agreed to sell the property. He also saw the importance to Arlington Height’s neighbors and even said “I want to be a good neighbor”. It would be remiss to not mention that Jake graduated from TCU. Fort Worth is his home. Home is important - sometimes more important than a big profit.
 While AHNA has never been opposed to progress, this type of progress, needing to squeeze wider and taller on our little lots, has been abated for this neck of the ‘hood! Know what is going on in our Arlington Heights so we can maintain a healthy and exquisite neighborhood for today, and for the decades to come! In our next newsletter, look for another compelling story where neighbors came together to appeal to save a majestic tree. It won’t be anything you think it will be.
 Creative Minds for Hirethelaborshed.com
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 When asked about Ruth, her clients' remarks included:
 "Ruth's skills could guide anyone in buying or selling a home. She is a true delight."
 "Our best real estate experience ever! We don't know how we got so lucky!"
 "The combined p__rocess of selling and buying is overwhelming, but Ruth guided me through the process. She provided honest information and a/was made sure I was informed."
 "We enjoyed working with Ruth on selling our home. Her professionalism on every level was exemplary. We especially appreciated her regular communication. "
 "Listing with Ruth Story_gives you the advantage of her skilled marketing and energetic networking. She will deliver the best price Jor your home in the shortest time. "
 Selling a home is personal. My first priority
 is listening to what is most important to you,
 maximizing your equity, and helping you
 move toward the next chapter as smoothly as
 possible. Call, text or email today for
 more information on how I can help you
 achieve your real estate goals!
 Ruth Story 817.992.9232
 [email protected] RuthS toryOnline. com
 kw KELLERWILLIAMS
 Just Sold 1210 Lipscomb
 2622 5th2429 Shirley2917 Alton
 2315 Stanley
 6404 Locke225 Casa Blanca
 Under ContractComing Soon
 $650K!Updated!
 Tanglewood Schools!
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 CELEBRATE THE
 PRAIRIE AT BRIT’S
 MAY 14 ♦ 9AM-2PM
 Come celebrate the beauty of the native North Texas landscape at BRIT! Join us for this free, family-friendly, annual event with arts and crafts, demonstrations, live Texas music, food trucks and presentations featuring
 bats, birds and reptiles.
 Visit us at BRIT.org to learn more about this family event!
 Follow us BRIT_org | Facebook.com/BRITorg
 817.332.4441 | 1700 University Drive | Fort Worth, TX 76107-3400
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 ARLINGTON HEIGHTSNEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
 P.O. BOX 470692FORT WORTH, TEXAS76147
 Bring your smile to us! Otice Z. Helmer, Jr., D.D.S.
 Cosmetic and Family Dentistry Bleaching Dental Implants Most Insurance accepted Providing quality dental health
 care since 1970 New Patients Welcomed
 817-924-1111 4431 Oak Park Lane
 (across from the Post Office @ Hulen St)
 7:40am – 5:00pm Monday through Thursday
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