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After The FallEzra and Nehemiah
 Nehemiah Helps The Poor
 Nehemiah 5-6
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Announcements
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Week Date Topic
 1 04 Sep 13 Rebuilding the Temple: Ezra 1-3
 2 11 Sep 13 Opposition to Rebuilding the Temple: Ezra 4-6
 3 18 Sep 13 Ezra Arrives in Jerusalem: Ezra 7-8
 4 25 Sep 13 Ezra’s Prayer: Ezra 9-10
 5 02 Oct 13 Nehemiah Arrives in Jerusalem: Nehemiah 1-2
 6 09 Oct 13 Rebuilding the Walls: Nehemiah 3-4
 7 16 Oct 13 Nehemiah Helps the Poor: Nehemiah 5-6
 8 23 Oct 13 Nehemiah Reads the Law: Nehemiah 7-8
 9 30 Oct 13 Israelites Confess Their Sins: Nehemiah 9-10
 10 06 Nov 13 New Residents of Jerusalem: Nehemiah 11-12
 11 13 Nov 13 Nehemiah's Final Reforms: Nehemiah 13
 12 20 Nov 13 Summary of Ezra and Nehemiah
 13 27 Nov 13 Malachi 1-4
 Nehemiah
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Today’s Objectives• Provide an historical overview • Review last weeks lesson, Nehemiah 3-4• Learn how the people suffered during construction
 of the wall• Learn how Jews enslaved other Jews• Learn about Nehemiah’s message to Judah
 regarding usury• Learn about further opposition to rebuilding of the
 wall and what effect it had on Judah• Next week: Nehemiah 7-8
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Overview of Nehemiah• Nehemiah’s lived in Persia; however, his ancestral
 home was Jerusalem• Judah was a province of the Persian Empire• Nehemiah was the royal cup bearer in the palace at
 Shushan• Artaxerxes I was the Persian king during this time• Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem in 444 BC• Nehemiah led completion of the wall around
 Jerusalem over a 52-day period• Nehemiah remained in Jerusalem for 13 years or
 until 431 BC

Page 6
                        

Overview of Nehemiah• Nehemiah supplemented and completed the work of
 Ezra• After completing his work, Nehemiah returned to
 the Persian palace of Shushan • After Nehemiah leaves, moral degradation begins to
 return back to Jerusalem• Nehemiah again returns after a two-year absence• With vigor, Nehemiah seeks to rid the nation of the
 immoral behavior – he was the last of the Persian governors sent to Judah (it was later annexed)
 • We know little of his remaining life (died 413 BC)
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Chapters of Nehemiah• 1 – Nehemiah’s Prayer• 2 – Nehemiah’s commission and travel• 3 – Building the wall• 4 – Enemies try to stop work on the wall• 5 – Internal problems threaten work on the wall• 6 – Wall is completed• 7 – Wall is guarded• 8 – Revival• 9 – Israel confesses their sin• 10 – Israel’s covenant with God• 11 – People of Jerusalem• 12 – Dedication of the wall• 13 – Nehemiah’s reforms
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Babylonian EmpireUnder Nebuchadnezzar (600 BC)
 Turkey
 IranIraq
 Saudi Arabia
 http://www.bible-history.com/maps/assyrian_expansion.html
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Achaemenid Persian Empire Under Cyrus (530 BC)
 Iran AfghanistanSyria
 Iraq
 Turkmenistan
 Pakistan
 UzbekistanKyrgyzstan
 Tajikistan
 India
 Saudi Arabia
 Turkey
 Azerbaijan
 Georgia
 Armenia
 Kazakhstan
 China
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Geo-Political Atmosphere• Egyptian revolt against Greek military presence• This reality caused Persian to value strongholds
 such as Judea – prompting a continuous build-up of key cities
 • Likewise, Persia needed stable populations inhabiting these cities
 • Therefore, it was in Persia’s strategic interest to fortify cities like Jerusalem and to ensure that the population was strongly governed with little to no change of insurrection
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Geopolitical Situation• 612 BC — Fall of the Assyrian Empire• 587 BC – Nebuchadnezzar’s third attack on Jerusalem,
 remaining people carried away• 546 BC – Cyrus becomes king of Persia• 539 BC – Cyrus conquers Babylon• 535 BC – Second temple reconstruction begins (approx)• 515 BC – Second temple reconstruction completes• 480 BC – The Battle of Thermopylae (Persians against Greeks)• 458 BC – Ezra returns to Jerusalem• 458 BC – Cincinnatus is named dictator of the Roman Republic• 454 BC – Athens loses a fleet and possibly as many as 50,000
 men in a failed attempt to aid an Egyptian revolt against Persia • 445 BC – Artaxerxes I gives Nehemiah permission to rebuild
 Jerusalem
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Main Characters of Chapter 5-6• Nehemiah – sent by God to rebuild the wall and re-
 establish the law in Jerusalem, cupbearer to the Persian king Artaxerxes I
 • Sanballat - Samaritan leader in Israel and official of the Persian Achaemenid Empire; chief opponents of the Jewish governor Nehemiah during the latter's efforts to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and carrying out his reforms
 • Tobiah - Opposed Nehemiah’s construction and reforms, married the daughter of Shecaniah, a Judahite leader and had given his son Jehohanan in marriage to the daughter of Meshullam, another Judahite leader,
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Financial Problems Threaten The Work (Nehemiah 5:1-13)
 • A great outcry of the people stops the work (5:1)– Construction on the wall had come to a halt
 • What caused the work to cease? (5:2-5)– Financial problems– People had worked on the walls and had not taken care
 of their own needs– This was during a time of famine– Also, the king had required taxes to be paid– Their sons and daughters were enslaved– All indicative that they were living in desperate times
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• Nehemiah’s immediate reaction (5:6)– Nehemiah was very angry at the news– See Exodus 22:25 regarding lending to the poor
 • Nehemiah’s wise response (5:7-11)– Nehemiah confronts those who were wrong– Rebukes them during a great assembly– Demands they stop the usury (mashsha)
 • Response of the rulers and nobles (5:12-13)– They restore lands, vineyards, olive groves, houses, also
 a hundredth of the money and the grain, new wine, oil– Nehemiah demands they take an oath
 Financial Problems Threaten The Work (Nehemiah 5:1-13)
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Nehemiah’s Example (Nehemiah 5:14-19)
 • Nehemiah did not tax the people (5:14-16)– Nehemiah did not partake of the governors allocated
 provisions– Nehemiah feared God
 • Nehemiah’s example of generosity (5:17-18)– 150 Jews and rulers dined at his table– He still did not demand the governor’s provisions– Because the bondage was heavy on God’s people
 • Nehemiah’s prayer (5:19)– Wants to be remembered for his good deeds– Denotes a reverence for God
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Opposition Rises Again (Nehemiah 6:1-14)
 • His enemies seek “friendship” (6:1-4)– Sanballat and Geshem want to meet Nehemiah in the
 plain of Ono, sends a message four different times– Their objective was to take him prisoner– Nehemiah sees the trap and remains to work on the wall
 • The enemy’s slander (6:5-9)– Sanballat sends a messenger a fifth time– Sanballat tries to spread lies about how Nehemiah is
 planning on becoming king of Judah and revolting against the Persians
 – Nehemiah responds with the truth and then prays to God
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• Continue attempts to discredit Nehemiah (6:10-14)– Sanballat and Tobiah hire Shemaiah to try to get
 Nehemiah to go in the temple– Only priests were allowed in the temple (2 Chr 26)– Nehemiah refuses to go into the temple– Nehemiah asks God to deal with Sanballat and Tobiah
 Opposition Rises Again (Nehemiah 6:1-14)
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Completion Of The Wall (Nehemiah 6:15-19)
 • Wall is completed in 52 days (6:15-16)– Enemies of Judah did not think that God was real– They then saw that God was responsible for the work– They became disheartened
 • Friends of Tobiah (6:17-19)– Nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah– Tobiah sent many letters back– Many in Judah were “pledged” to him– He was the son-in-law of Shechaniah– Tobiah sent letters to Nehemiah to scare him
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Review• Provided an historical overview • Reviewed last weeks lesson, Nehemiah 3-4• Learned how the people suffered during
 construction of the wall• Learned how Jews enslaved other Jews• Learned about Nehemiah’s message to Judah
 regarding usury• Learned about further opposition to rebuilding of
 the wall and what effect it had on Judah• Next week: Nehemiah 7-8
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