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After The FallEzra and Nehemiah
 Nehemiah's Final Reforms
 Nehemiah 13

Page 2
                        

Announcements
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Week Date Topic
 1 04 Sep 13 Rebuilding the Temple: Ezra 1-3
 2 11 Sep 13 Opposition to Rebuilding the Temple: Ezra 4-6
 3 18 Sep 13 Ezra Arrives in Jerusalem: Ezra 7-8
 4 25 Sep 13 Ezra’s Prayer: Ezra 9-10
 5 02 Oct 13 Nehemiah Arrives in Jerusalem: Nehemiah 1-2
 6 09 Oct 13 Rebuilding the Walls: Nehemiah 3-4
 7 16 Oct 13 Nehemiah Helps the Poor: Nehemiah 5-6
 8 23 Oct 13 Nehemiah Reads the Law: Nehemiah 7-8
 9 30 Oct 13 Israelites Confess Their Sins: Nehemiah 9-10
 10 06 Nov 13 New Residents of Jerusalem: Nehemiah 11-12
 11 13 Nov 13 Nehemiah's Final Reforms: Nehemiah 13
 12 20 Nov 13 Summary of Ezra and Nehemiah
 13 27 Nov 13 Malachi 1-4
 Nehemiah
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Today’s Objectives• Provide an historical overview • Review previous lesson, Nehemiah 11-12• Learn more about Judah hearing the Law• Learn where Tobiah lives and what Nehemiah does• Learn about Nehemiah’s reforms
 • Temple• Financial• Priorities• Marriage and relationships
 • Next week: Summary of Ezra and Nehemiah
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Overview of Nehemiah• Nehemiah lived in Persia; however, his ancestral
 home was Jerusalem• Judah was a province of the Persian Empire• Nehemiah was the royal cup bearer in the palace at
 Shushan• Artaxerxes I was the Persian king during this time• Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem in 444 BC• Nehemiah led completion of the wall around
 Jerusalem over a 52-day period• Nehemiah remained in Jerusalem for 13 years or
 until 431 BC
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Overview of Nehemiah• Nehemiah supplemented and completed the work of
 Ezra• After completing his work, Nehemiah returned to
 the Persian palace of Shushan • After Nehemiah leaves, moral degradation begins to
 return back to Jerusalem• Nehemiah again returns after a two-year absence• With vigor, Nehemiah seeks to rid the nation of the
 immoral behavior – he was the last of the Persian governors sent to Judah (it was later annexed)
 • We know little of his remaining life (died 413 BC)
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Chapters of Nehemiah• 1 – Nehemiah’s Prayer• 2 – Nehemiah’s commission and travel• 3 – Building the wall• 4 – Enemies try to stop work on the wall• 5 – Internal problems threaten work on the wall• 6 – Wall is completed• 7 – Wall is guarded• 8 – Revival• 9 – Israel confesses their sin• 10 – Israel’s covenant with God• 11 – People of Jerusalem• 12 – Dedication of the wall• 13 – Nehemiah’s reforms
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Achaemenid Persian Empire Under Cyrus (530 BC)
 Iran AfghanistanSyria
 Iraq
 Turkmenistan
 Pakistan
 UzbekistanKyrgyzstan
 Tajikistan
 India
 Saudi Arabia
 Turkey
 Azerbaijan
 Georgia
 Armenia
 Kazakhstan
 China
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Geo-Political Atmosphere• Egyptian revolt against Greek military presence• This reality caused Persian to value strongholds
 such as Judea – prompting a continuous build-up of key cities
 • Likewise, Persia needed stable populations inhabiting these cities
 • Therefore, it was in Persia’s strategic interest to fortify cities like Jerusalem and to ensure that the population was strongly governed with little to no change of insurrection
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Geopolitical Situation• 612 BC — Fall of the Assyrian Empire• 587 BC – Nebuchadnezzar’s third attack on Jerusalem,
 remaining people carried away• 546 BC – Cyrus becomes king of Persia• 539 BC – Cyrus conquers Babylon• 515 BC – Second temple reconstruction completes• 480 BC – The Battle of Thermopylae (Persians against Greeks)• 465 BC – Artaxerxes I becomes king of Persia• 458 BC – Ezra returns to Jerusalem• 454 BC – Athens loses a fleet and possibly as many as 50,000
 men in a failed attempt to aid an Egyptian revolt against Persia • 445 BC – Artaxerxes I gives Nehemiah permission to rebuild
 walls of Jerusalem, which occurs and then he departs• 444 BC – Nehemiah travels to Jerusalem• 433 BC – Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem
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Judah Obeys God(Nehemiah 13:1-3)
 • Hearing the law brings a call to obedience (13:1-2)– No Ammonite or Moabite should ever come into the
 assembly of God (read Deut 23:1-8)– Why?– They failed to help the Israelites (read Gen 12:3)
 • Israel obeys God’s command (13:3)– Separates themselves from those of foreign descent– KJV calls them “mixed multitudes”– Are their “mixed multitudes” in the world today that we
 should be separated from
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Nehemiah’s Reforms(Nehemiah 13:4-31)
 • Temple Reforms (13:4-9)– Nehemiah was not in Jerusalem at this time– Nehemiah returns and discovers what Eliashib had done
 for Tobiah– Tobiah (an Ammonite) had been given a room in the
 temple prior to the reading of the Law (ref 13:1-3)– Nehemiah throws Tobiah out (around 433 BC), in other
 words he cleansed the temple (Mar 11:15-19)
 • Financial Reforms (13:10-14)– Levites and the singers to recommit to God’s work– Reorganized the collection and accounting of tithes

Page 20
                        

• Priority Reforms (13:15-22)– Sabbath was being ignored in disobedience to God’s
 clear command under the Old Covenant– Foreigners sold and the people of Israel bought– Desire to buy and sell, to make money or spend money,
 became more important to them than honoring God– Nehemiah corrected this sin, even threatening physical
 harm– See Col 2:16-17
 Nehemiah’s Reforms(Nehemiah 13:4-31)
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• Marriage reforms (13:23-31)– Intermarriage had continued while Nehemiah was away– Jews had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and
 Moab– Foreign women have made even the most wise and
 reverent Israelite kings sin (Solomon)– Read 1 Kings 11:1-13
 • Nehemiah asks God to remember his work– Even though Israel had continuously fallen back into sin,
 Nehemiah wants to be remembered has having tried to stop it
 Nehemiah’s Reforms(Nehemiah 13:4-31)
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Modern Day Jerusalem
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Review• Provided an historical overview • Reviewed last weeks lesson, Nehemiah 11-12• Learned more about Judah hearing the Law• Learned where Tobiah lives and what Nehemiah
 does• Learned about Nehemiah’s reforms
 • Temple• Financial• Priorities• Marriage
 • Next week: Historical Summary of Israel
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