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Affirmative Action Affirmative Action Key: AWL to Study, Low-frequency Vocabulary
 What is affirmative action?

Page 2
                        

Affirmative Action (AA)Affirmative Action (AA)• AA reverses longstanding discriminatory tendencies in
 the workplace. for people of a certain gender, sexual orientation, race, or ethnic background
 • AA provides supposedly fairer conditions and corrects past injustices.
 Do you think AA is an effective way in which to correct past injustice? Why or why not?

Page 3
                        

Side Effect of AASide Effect of AA• Can be deemed discriminatory It disadvantages those in advantaged positions.
 • It is acceptable in some countries to “tip the scales” in favor of the underrepresented.
 if candidates are equal on all other criteria
 What is your opinion on “tipping the scales” to favor underrepresented groups?

Page 4
                        

QuotasQuotas• Quotas specify that a proportion of a minority group
 must be selected for an interview or job. regardless if they are less qualified reverse discrimination
 What is your opinion of quotas?

Page 5
                        

Reverse Reverse DiscriminationDiscrimination• Justification for reverse discrimination is somewhat
 ambiguous. based on retributive justice (past injustices must be paid for)
 • Example: women discriminated against for a long time time to reverse the trend consequently they deserve preferential treatment
 What is retributive justice? Explain.

Page 6
                        

On the Other Hand…On the Other Hand…• The individual applicant (white male) is not
 responsible for the misconduct of his gender or race on previous occasions.
 Do you agree with the above statement? Explain.

Page 7
                        

Distributive Justice Supports AADistributive Justice Supports AA• Rewards (jobs and pay) should be allocated fairly
 among all groups. • It is difficult to determine objective merit when roles
 and industries are dominated by certain genders or races.
 • Fair outcomes rather than fair procedures should be paramount.
 Explain the statement “fair outcomes rather than fair procedures should be paramount.”

Page 8
                        

Opponents Opponents • Compelling arguments against reverse discrimination:
 discrimination is wrong procedural justice is paramount person promoted on basis of gender or color may be
 discredited among peers harmful to business efficiency
 Do you agree or disagree with opponents of distributive justice and reverse discrimination?

Page 9
                        

Other Arguments Against AAOther Arguments Against AA• Decisions based on gender and race
 promote stereotyping and reinforce prejudice. prompt white-male backlash against perceived prejudice.
 How would you feel about AA if you were a white male?

Page 10
                        

In EuropeIn Europe• Stronger forms of reverse discrimination tend to be
 illegal in many European countries. acceptable for businesses to employ targets or aims prevention against explicit quotas
 What is your opinion of targets versus quotas?
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