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Affirmative Action

Page 2
                        

af·firm·a·tive ac·tion
 noun: affirmative action
 an action or policy favoring those who tend to suffer from discrimination, esp. in relation to employment or education; positive discrimination.

Page 3
                        

y Affirmative action is a federal agenda initiated in the 1960s that’s designed to counteract historic discrimination faced by ethnic minorities, women and other underrepresented groups.
 So, to foster diversity and to make up for excluding others in the past, affirmative action programs make sure that minorities are included in hiring decisions (including the government sector), admittance into schools and housing.

Page 4
                        

The concept of affirmative action was introduced in the early 1960s as a way to combat racial discrimination in the hiring process, and in 1967, the concept was expanded to include gender
 Discrimination based on age or disabilities are covered under other acts.

Page 5
                        

According to the ACLU…
 Affirmative action is one of the most effective tools for addressing the injustices caused by our nation's historic discrimination against people of color and women, and for leveling what has long been an uneven playing field.

Page 6
                        

According to the ACLU
 A centuries-long legacy of racism and sexism has not been erased despite the gains made during the civil rights era. Avenues of opportunity for those previously excluded remain far too narrow. We need affirmative action now more than ever.

Page 7
                        


Page 8
                        

According to the ACLU
 According to 1998 U.S. Department of Labor statistics, blacks are almost twice as likely as whites to be unemployed. The unemployment rate is also higher for Latinos than for whites. Blacks and Latinos generally earn far less than whites.

Page 9
                        

In 2000, the median weekly earning for blacks was $459; for Latinos, it was $395. In that period, average income for whites was $590. Workers of color are still concentrated in the less well-paying, unskilled sector. In 1993, black and Latino men were half as likely as whites to be employed as managers or professionals and much more likely to be employed as machine operators and laborers. Barriers to equality also remain for women.

Page 10
                        

According to the ACLU
 In the United States, access to the American Dream is often framed as a race in which the swiftest runners win. Critics of affirmative action say that such policies give some runners an unfair head start in an otherwise fair race. At the same time, many supporters of affirmative action say we need these policies to assist “disabled” runners.

Page 11
                        

According to the ACLU
 In their focus on the runners rather than the track, both of these perspectives miss the point. Affirmative action isn’t about advancing “disabled” runners, but about repairing damaged lanes and removing the barriers that block the pathways to opportunity that only some runners face. Policies that promote inclusion, such as affirmative action, are designed to equalize the conditions of an otherwise unfair race and give everyone a fair chance to compete.

Page 12
                        

Those against Affirmative Action…

Page 13
                        

Those against Affirmative Action…
 Affirmative Action is supposed to be a program designed to end racism, but isn't it really justifying racism by it's own actions. Its policies totally judge people solely on skin color and gender. That is discrimination in itself. Is discrimination the solution to resolving past discrimination? No, it's not. No program can be considered good when it hurts others.

Page 14
                        

Those against…
 Affirmative Action tried to help minorities and women, but in the process, reverse discrimination has taken place. Now, white males are discriminated against. This can not be an affirmative program if there is a form of discrimination involved. Instead of choosing a candidate for a job or for school admission, because of one's color or gender, it should be because of their talents and abilities.

Page 15
                        

Those against…
 The best male or female should be selected for the job, or to get accepted into school. Why should some people get special preferences over others? It just isn't correct. There should be no special treatments, and no special preferences given to people. Everyone has the opportunity to advance in this country, you just have to take the initiative.

Page 16
                        

What do you think?
 Do you believe in affirmative action? That is, do you believe that minorities should receive
 special consideration in college admissions and for job opportunities because of America's
 history of prejudice and racism?
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