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mtejrnatiojia^^
 french feminists' interview The following is an interview with Chris
 tine Delphy, a member of the staff of the French feminist theoretical journal Questions Feministes. Delphy was a member of the French feminist movement (Mouvement de Liberation des
 Femmes?MLF) from its beginning in the late '60s. She belonged to the Revolutionary Femi
 nist group and lias written a pamphlet, The_ '
 Main Enemy: A Materialist Analysis of Women's Oppression (see review, p. 8).
 Monique Wittig, the French lesbian femi nist author of several novels, (The Opoponax, Les Guerilleres and The Lesbian Body) who also has been involved in the French feminist move ment for many years and is a member of the staff of Questions Feministes (although cur rently she lives in California) also partici pated in the interview to talk about the situ ation of lesbians in the French feminist move ment. Wittig1s participation in the interview is rather brief: she is now visiting France and plans to report on the current situation
 of lesbians in France.
 The interview was conducted by oob staff member Carol Anne,Douglas in New York on Sep tember 30, during the Second Sex Thirty Years Later Feminist Theory Conference at which Delphy and Wittig presented papers (see oob, dec. 1979, p. 4) & a workshop (see p. 7).
 collective structure oob: Could you describe your work at Questions Feministes, when you started, your working structure?
 DELPHY: We began as a group of feminist schol ars who wanted to start a discussion group. I was.working with an Englishwoman and she
 got some funds so we could set up two meet
 ings a year for two years. I met other femi nist women in the social sciences who wanted to do something theoretical that does not leave the whole fiel<i of sociology to male dominated thinking. We wanted to do feminist work with the tools at our disposal. Our
 papers were being censored in professional journals and anyway, that's not where we wanted to publish them. There have been several attempts at feminist journals, but
 they always had a format that didn't allow
 long analysis to get published. Finally, we found a publisher, but the
 collective had been in existence as a group for two years. We didn't try to enlarge it, because as our editorial says, our aim was not to be comprehensive. We wanted to build
 something and we knew that we must have con sensus and be in agreement on basics, and we
 definitely wanted to put forward what we
 called the radical feminist orientation. oob: What is your working structure? Is it
 collective? DELPHY: Our working structure is very simple. We don't have much problem reaching democra tic functioning. We meet and, we do all of the work. We meet regularly except that Moni
 que's on the collective but she lives in San Francisco.
 oob: Do you decide things by consensus or by vote? DELPHY: Mostly it's by consensus. If somebody feels very strongly about anything in a neg ative sense, then we don't do it. Sometimes
 somebody says, "Well, I think it's bad, but
 if you want to have it, let's have it." We don't want to create a conflict where some
 body thinks she's being overridden by sheer
 numbers, so we work in a consensual fashion, which is easy because there are so few of us.
 That's also why we don't want to enlarge the
 collective too much, though it's so much work
 it's overwhelming. We do everything. We don't
 even have money for stamps. oob: We operate the same way. Do you have
 problems agreeing on content?
 DELPHY: Up to now we have had to be content
 if an article wasn't too shocking. The num
 ber of papers that have the political orien
 tation we would like to see is so little. There was a paper by a South American woman.
 It was interesting and we were ready to make
 allowances because of her being South Ameri
 can, but she had something about mothers cas
 trating their sons, and I asked her to delete that because I thought it was part of the pa triarchal framework, this idea of the castra
 ting mother, and she wouldn't. So we wouldn't have that concept in our journal.
 We do try, but so far the papers that we
 like that are very theoretical are by the col lective. Sooner or later it will come from other people. People aren't used to having the space to write lengthy articles. oob: De Beauvoir has some relationship to your
 journal? DELPHY: De Beauvoir was asked by us to be "directrice du publication", which is mostly honorary but it is more than that because you have legal responsibility. If any suit should be filed against the journal she's responsible. Sartre and de Beauvoir have been willing to do that for a lot of publications because it's a very effective cover in the sense that nobody would want to bring upon themselves the ridi cule of suing them.
 But the connection is more than that, be cause she agrees ?I didn't want to say this at the conference (the New York feminist theory conference commemorating the 30th anniversary
 of the publication of The Second Sex, see oob, dec. '79, p. 4) but de Beauvoir wanted to say that she was dubious about that conference in spite of the fact that it was done in her name. She saw the call for papers and she knew that lots of the papers would not be in agreement with what she thinks. She wanted us to say that the journal represents what she now thinks. She supports us wholeheartedly and is a source of moral support.
 left/feminist split oob: Would you describe the different groups in the French feminist movement? DELPHY: The first split developed very much along the same lines as the split in the Am erican movement, between women aligned with the male Left and radical feminists. That split was there from the start and is still present, though the lines are becoming blurred. One group had the "class struggle line" (the primacy of the class struggle, capitalism as the main conceptual tool, relegating the op pression of women to the superstructure, etc.).
 Male groups tried to crush the movement once it really got off the ground, sent emis saries into the women's movement. The Trotsky ists did this. But these women, even though they were cadres in their own organizations, became "corrupted" by feminism; that is, they became radicalized. There was a lot of shift
 ing. The socialist feminist class struggle tendencies was the more organized of the ten dencies in the movement. The problem is that radical feminists have tried to think of hypo theses, not definitive answers. Radical femi nists, by putting the emphasis on our own
 consciousness-raising, on starting from one
 self and abandoning traditional militantism, became invisible. They sort of dissolve, they no longer have any organized basis, or means to get together, to know each other when they see each other. Increasingly, the most visible
 part of the movement was the class struggle tendency, because they had places, they had
 meetings, they appeared in the streets. Radi cal feminists organized on a basis of affini ties, whereas the class struggle groups organ ized by district. They were visible to the women of the district, so they could recruit new women, which radical feminists couldn't and still cannot.
 But this tendency to socialist feminism is virtually non-existent anymore. This hap pened through the radicalization of the women.
 (The constituency in the district usually was not allied "o the Left, but the leaders were allied.) About two years ago, a lot of women from the main Trotskyist group left it and denounced not only the male organization's policies about women but also the role they themselves had played within the women's move ment. They said they had prevented discussion within fhe movement. They would discuss the issues within the women's movement in their
 organization (which was not all women) and
 they would decide the policy; therefore, they wouldn't want discussion to go on in the local groups. So they admitted that they had contributed to the paralysis and theor etical impoverishment of the women's movement.
 Now there has been a sort of rallying together of feminists in Paris. We are very few. What that means is the lines not only have become blurred,' they have become almost not relevant at all because almost no femi nists are in the male organizations anymore. But it's very difficult now to get women mo bilized on anything.
 where do feminists go? oob: Are there any important problems or divi sions in the radical feminist movement in France? Is it divided into people doing speci fic projects such as rape crisis centers and women working on publications or in more
 general movement work?
 DELPHY: Well, the movement is very few and far between and it's becoming more and more so. There are few groups. There are one or two rape crisis centers, and they aren't really centers, they don't have houses. There's one shelter for battered women; there must be 50 or 60 in Great Britain. The French move ment almost isn't there any more, it's ex
 tremely weak. What's very strange is that as the movement, instead of growing, almost dis
 integrates, the feminist press grows stronger for some reason. Maybe that's a hopeful indi cator. I don't know what that means.
 I think more people have been doing pro jects and have been less general discussion or consciousness-raising-oriented and less
 big action-oriented, and oriented to steady, minor achievement. I think it's similar to the
 state of the movement in other countries, ex
 cept on a very reduced scale. I don't think the number of women who are
 radical feminists or who have raised or are
 raising their consciousness is declining. I
 think they are less and less visible, and that
 goes with deradicalization. There might come a time when we will find some sort of struc ture that wouldn't be hierarchal that would enable us to actually get all these women once
 or twice a year. It's difficult now to mobil
 ize people, even for such issues as the abor
 tion law, which is coming again under discus sion. It's hard to say that the movement has
 declined in numbers. People became disgusted with central meetings and all, but they're probably there. The problem is we have no means
 to know. Where are they? Some women evolve from one group to another. Some drop out. What
 happens to them? Are they applying their femi nism in other environments? Do you have the same problem in other countries? oob: The problem here is similar,
 '
 DELPHY: We used to think that the further south you went, the more repressive the situa
 tion was and the harder it would be to organ ize women. But the Italian movement started after the French movement and I don't know what state it's in now, but it was much stron ger than the French movement ever was. And the Spanish movement that started two or three years ago, after the death of Franco, is more active and maybe even more numerous than the French movement. How do you explain these things? In France and in Italy there was this strong phenomenon (rebellion against the government) in 1968. It didn't happen in Britain. Why not? Was '68 a trigger to the movement, or was it a coincidence? At any rate, feminist movements started all over the world at about the same time, and it wasn't imita tion. We had a group going for about two years when we heard about the American movement and organized along the same lines, with or
 ganizations that weren't parliamentary. How do you account for that? oob: Is there still a general radical feminist organization whaite meetings people could attend?
 DELPHY: No. We have to join forces with people we wouldn't have dreamed of joining forces with, like family planning groups, because there are so few of us.
 It infuriates me when women see the move ment as just a warm place to go. It's that, but we must have political goals. We must or
 ganize other women, not just the 200 of us. There is so much irresponsibility. People spend three months organizing a demonstration and then don't leave any address where women who've come to the demonstration can go after wards. I don't know whether people think res
 ponsibility is male or what. The issue of non-mixing, of women only,
 has been put in question again about abortion. A recent demonstration was the first one for which it was said men couldn't come. Before, they just didn't come, or if they did they'd stay at the back. It is a setback that women can question this and say women wouldn't come without their men. Listen, if they can't spend' two hours without their man, what kind of feminists are they?
 continued on next page
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international interview
 continued from previous page
 psychoanalysis & politics? oob: You indicated earlier that there was another tendency in the movement that you wanted to discuss? DELPHY: Yes, there is another current or trend, which was put forward very early in the move ment by a group which is^called Psychoanalyse et Politique (Psychoanalysis and Politics) which first started being part of the women allied to the Left, then put forward what we call the neo-femininity line. A lot of women didn't understand what was happening, it seemed so contradictory of their past politics, so impossible. It was hard to know what they thought because they didn't write anything. Then a few writers, who were not connected with the movement, not even with that group, published books that put forth a line like the one the group said it sup ported, which is that the problem is to re claim the woman that has been covered by layers and layers of artificial femininity, but deep down if you scratch all these layers, you will find the real woman, and the real woman is not all that different from the man constructed idea of woman. She wears long skirts, she is soft and gentle.
 There are three aspects of the group Psychoanalyse et Politique: their ideol ogy; the immediate political implications and long-term implications of their ideology; and the internal workings of the group.
 In 1970, when the group was first formed, it was a series of meetings on psychoanalysis and politics which later became a group, a
 very rich group. We had no idea what they were working towards. We were very suspicious of their uncritical interest in psychoanalysis and of their leftist origins. Then, in the Sitnmer of 1971, they were coming out against feminism, they were saying we mustn't use the word "feminism." Of course, our position was that we must recliam the word, we mustn't shame ourselves into thinking that feminism was bad.
 At that time, we could believe they were
 taking a very reformist position, that they wanted the content of feminism but didn't want to alienate men. Then, they said things About homosexuality and heterosexuality. They played upon the words and in an interview with the establishment media they came out saying homosexuality was bad. When we confronted them, they said by "homosexuality", they meant "the same sexuality", that is, male sexuality, and by "heterosexuality" they meant a differ ent sexuality, therefore female sexuality but on the record and in the media you can see how it came out. This sort of dishonesty is very profound.
 (At the above-mentioned theory confer
 ence, Eelene Cixous, a writer allied with the
 Psychoanalyse et Politique group, startled and
 confused her American feminist audience by
 saying that there were no such words as "femi nism" and "lesbianism" in France, which angered
 Delphy and Wittig. See oob, dec. f79% p. 4.)
 "reclaiming femininity" They were denouncing Revolutionary Femi
 nists (the group we belonged to) for being male. That was how they started reclaiming the female principle, the female this, female that, not in any sense different from what female was in society. Their line is being made public mostly through writers who were not in the movement. The line has had a lot of mass appeal. So there really is a problem, that it appeals to a lot of women to reclaim their femininity, whatever that means. I think it means giving some glamor to some thing that's being devalued and calling lib eration what is simply submission to the or dinary womanVs role because it's so hard and so threatening to fight for one's liberation. I think it appeals to the cowardice of people.
 They don't even want to create an alter nate culture. P&P is not about doing anything new. It leaves every woman in her isolation. It lacks the dimension of collective action, of political activity. There is no revolution. There are no changes. All we must change is not even the real world, but our interpreta tion of it. Doing the dishes and having babies is closer to the earth.
 oob: They 're not talking about women doing without men? DELPHY: No, certainly not. The inner group of P&P talks about it, but in a way that only knowledgeable people can understand.
 We have to talk about its internal func tioning. Its internal functioning was the thing that most scandalized us. We're still aiming, like feminists around the world, at democracy. I don't think we've succeeded, we still have problems, we don't have formal leaders but we have a lot of informal leaders. But the problem of power can be talked about ?it is questioned, not accepted.
 We wanted the movement to be non-hier archal, to be composed of small groups which would be autonomous.(That idea was particularly put forward by our group, the Revolutionary Feminists, which we set up in 1970. It looked like the movement was being taken over by leftists. We wanted to meet separately. We were tired of endless discussions about whe ther women a^e a class.)
 one woman's power In counterdistinction to that, the func
 tioning of the group that became known as Psychoanalyse et Politique is that one woman, Antoinette Fouque, has absolute power. To tell the whole story you have to have lots of details because it appears unbelievable. I have amassed a lot of materials on it. It was difficult because after a while you couldn't go into the group, we would hear about it from members and ex-members and see their attitudes at public meetings of the MLF in Paris.
 The groups would wait one or two hours for her to arrive; no one would say anything. She speaks all the time. The worst part is how she gets a hold on the women. She talks a lot of psychoanalytic crap. There's a fas cination with psychoanalysis because you grasp a word here and there and it relates to you, it's about the emotional dimension of life. She set herself up as an analyst to take the women who are supposed to be mili tants struggling with her into analysis with her. It was a means to get information on the other women. It was also a means to control that person. When you go into a meeting, and one is analyst and the other is analysed, you don't have a relationship of equals. WITTIG: There is a stage in psychoanalysis where the person is passionate about the ana lyst, there is transference, there is depen dency. With her, this state is permanent. She keeps people in this state. oob: Does she have the regular training? DELPHY: No, but what is the training? To have the approval of men who believe in psychoanal ysis. oob: I'm not saying psychoanalysis is legiti mate, but it's revealing that she doesn't
 have the training. DELPHY: She was in psychoanalysis herself. It provides a knowledge of how to manipulate group dynamics and how to develop an ideology within a group. She developed an ideology. (I happened to be very intimate for a long time with a woman who was in that group.) It's very much like the development of any sect or cult. She set herself up as the ultimate truth. That is, she would use so-called political concepts, for example, denouncing power, but setting her self apart. One of the most usual tricks was that if anybody new came into the group and wasn't used to nobody being able even to ad dress her, the person would after a while say something obvious like "How come you speak all the time and the others don't open their mouths?" and she would say, "Oh, you want power." It's not difficult to describe, it's difficult to believe how so many were taken in. Anyway, lots were, and many left. oob: How many are there in the group? DELPHY: There's been lots of turnover. At the beginning there were 10, then 20?at the big gest point, I think about 100. It's better to describe it as a sect with a guru. There's an inner circle. Everything is directed towards the star. She would forbid, under all sorts of social and political pretexts, alliances and love relationships between the women, because that would detract from her.
 That's what destroyed women. It was like the Inquisition. People always felt guilty. She played on the guilt of women because you always have something to reproach yourself for.
 She had a very curious theory of class which in fact forbade any relationship because either
 you were a higher class or working class. If two women wanted to strike up together, she would say one was higher class and the other was working class and the motivation of both was highly suspicious. So this relationship was crushed. If they both were working class, something else was invented. WITTIG: I want to tell you something else. In France, unwed mothers are very badly treated. They cannot go on to high school. They are put in a chateau where no one can see them. Well, a group of women in a chateau decided to strike
 against their material conditions. They called feminists and asked them to organize an action for them. Of course we did not ask Psychoanalyse et Politique to come because they are anti feminist. Anyway, we occupied the chateau. P&P came. One group was supposed to occupy the place all night, and was supposed to be re
 placed at two in the afternoon. Among the women who were there were four women from P&P. In the morning, the women of P&P were saying, "I slept badly, I'm bored, what are we doing here,why don't we go?" Another said, "I have an appointment with my psychoanalyst now." I became so angry I didn't know what to do. If many left, the police would have come in and ended the occupation. I said "How could you go to a psychoanalyst. You will not go." They stayed. She called and said, "My psycho analyst is coming to see me here." It was Antoinette. So you see what she was doing from the outside? She was calling them out. We didn't have time to contact other people to come. Finally, the action succeeded. oob: So most people in France give them credi bility? WITTIG: It's hard to understand. It was more and more scandalous, and we got used to its
 being scandalous. In the beginning, we thought that one woman in the movement taking others in psychoanalysis and making them pay for it was scandalous. Then, after a year of not de
 nouncing it, we became used to it. They got money from an heiress, a very
 rich woman. We made some calculations of how much they spent in one year, the year they set up a publishing house. Two million dollars. It's more than that now. DELPHY: In fact, the whole movement colluded in that. We talked about how do we separate ourselves from them, then we said, "it's only going to give the whole movement a bad name." Once it's known what they're like and we haven't been the first ones to denounce it, then it's going to give us a bad name because we will have been covering for them.
 publishing WITTIG: But we did notguess that they would become so important. Who could guess that this group would get so much money and power? They set up a publishing house, they set up a board and they invited two radical feminists to be on it. They declined, they said they didn't want to be token feminists. DELPHY: I was one; I declined. WITTIG: We said call it whatever you want, but don't call it the women's movement publishing house, because feminists aren't part of it and we don't want to be part of it. But they had the immense nerve to call it women's publishing house, and on the back of their covers to say, "women from the women's liberation movement."
 Still, we had a chance to react, and we didn't. They have more and more money. They weren't getting any money from that initial investment because they were losing money on each book they sold because it under the price a regular publishing house would have to charge. In the first year, they published 40 titles and now they have something like 140 titles. It's not a small press. They have an amazing amount of money, and they try to buy people off with that. Feminists are always in need of money for some project. They don't want to see any projects. All they want is that publishing house. Of course they don't print really feminist books except for a few tokens.
 They represent France abroad, because they're the ones with the contacts, they're the ones with the storefront bookstores. DELPHY-: Women come from abroad, they go to their bookstores--they have three now, in fact five if you count those in other Euro pean countries?absolutely luxurious book
 _continued on page 26
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international interview
 french feminists continued from p. 7
 stores. They prevent feminists from abroad, who see a woman's bookstore and come there, from having contact with active groups; they don't give them the addresses of other groups.
 They buy the copyrights of books that have been published abroad because they can fly over. They spent $150 a night for five of them to stay in hotels in New York this week. WITTIG: They'll jet over just to see a play they might want to publish. DELPHY: One of the latest developments is that they have sued some women--the first who had the courage to denounce them. These women made a videotape of women who had been authors for them and hadn't been paid and one of their em ployees?they threw her out in such a way that she tried to commit suicide. She was an ex prostitute, that was her only chance to get out from under. They sued her and the others for slander, and that means something very, very serious. It means there cannot be any criticism because they are going to have their political line validated by the patriarchal courts. That's very, very threatening.
 This group has been a big setback for the French movement. It's a handicap that no other movement has had to face. oob: Is there any equivalent of NOW or reform ist political feminist groups in France? DELPHY: In organizational terms, there aren't, but now we have something that's.equivalent to Ms., that's Effe magazine.
 the french church oob: Are there specific problems of women in France that we might not be aware of? xs the Catholic Church more powerful than in the United States? DELPHY: Catholicism is an idea like god that depends on the cultural context. Being a Catho lic in France or Italy where everybody's Catho lic doesn't mean the same thing as being a Ca tholic in the U.S. Catholicism in France, for example, does not mean having large families. France is where birth control started in the eighteenth century. It's been normal to have two child families. oob: So birth control isn't a problem? DELPHY: Oh yes, it still is?it was traditional birth control, coitus interruptus. One point about the power of the Church is that it has much less influence than it might have in other countries because there is a separation of Church and State. Actually, to us the U.S. feels much more religiously-oriented as a state
 because, for example, you have "In God We Trust" onyourcoins and in your Constitution. Now that would sound very strange in France where we have a very strong anti-clerical tra dition which dates back to the Revolution. I was born Catholic and raised Catholic. Ca tholicism is a very formalist sort of religion. It doesn't necessarily imply belief. So we dis
 tinguish between real Catholics and the ordi
 nary Catholics. You have to specify if people believe in it. For example, my sister had a
 religious moment in her life, when she believed and went to church and would be very moralistic.
 People found it slightly pathological. My par ents and myself were very relieved when she got out of it. It's not considered normal or sane to be like a North American Catholic. oob: So what are the implications for women on abortion?
 DELPHY: Of course, the Catholics are more vo
 cal, but the great majority of the people, even those who would say they are Catholic, feel the Church has no right to infringe on what they see as ordinary life. They see their
 religion as confined to going to church, mar
 rying in church, being baptized and buried in
 church. When the pope issues a statement about birth control, regularly the French clerical establishment issues a statement sort of dis
 senting, saying that it must be left to pri vate conscience. Now that's not to say that the Curch does not have a reactionary influ ence. That's what it's there for.
 On the issue of abortion, I think the main problem would not be with religion but with the establishment, and that their reasons
 may or may not be connected with religion.
 For example, there is the extreme backwardness of the French medical profession, but I think that's more linked to their stake in the patri archal and class order. The abortion law which is coming into discussion this fall?it per mitted abortion, but only for five years, and now is coming up again. There's going to be a
 big feminist demonstration about this October 6.--this law has a clause of conscience saying that a doctor cannot be forced to perform abor tions. Now, doctors have used that tremendously, whereas British doctors have not used a similar clause to the same extent. The French interpret the law more restrictively than the British do. A doctor who's the head of a clinic or hospital forbids his whole clinic or hospital to per form abortions. In some small towns, it's a
 tragic situation because there's only one hos
 pital. Very few women have been able to bring cases against them.
 oob: What's the position of lesbians in France? WITTIG: I think the situation of lesbians in France is not very brilliant for the moment. In the beginning, some women belonging to the
 women's movement and some women from the Homo
 phi le group started the Homosexual Front and the Front had big meetings in universities with the women's movement. First, the lesbians and gay men worked together. We made several ac tions together. It did not work for long, be cause the women, of course, like everywhere, were oppressed by the men and didn't get to talk. The men were not the small numbers that the women were. ^^^^^
 The women decided to leave the Homosexual Front and create a group of their own. We cre ated a group called the Red Dykes, which meant we were not afraid to come out very strongly. In the Homosexual Front, there were numerous lesbians, they were meeting not only in the university but by districts. The Red Dykes never developed any strong lesbian front. We had meetings, we tried to make several actions. The group was so static that finally I left it. I don't understand what happened. I've had years to think about it, but I don't know how to analyse the situation.
 oob: They were not doing any actions? WITTIG: No, not at all. Trying to write papers. The only good action that they made was at the
 big conference which denounced crimes against women which was sponsored by Simone de Beauvoir. The lesbians appeared on the stage and invited the women to come out. This was very well re
 ported in the press. I left the group because nothing happened.
 After that, several groups have started and tried to constitute and they had internal fight! This disintegrated all of them. Finally, the situation was so bad that I left France. DELPHY: We started with Monique and a few other women. A friend of ours came back from a meet
 ing of P&P and said a woman asked her "Would a lesbian tell me what homosexual 'jouissance' (pleasure) is like?" I felt enraged. She said she had felt so ill at ease. So, at the next
 meeting we came and disrupted the thing and said homosexuality and heterosexuality is not like "I like apples and you like cherries" and it's not just a matter of taste. We aren't
 going to be looked at like we're from the zoo. It's a political difference. One sexuality is
 legitimate and the other is oppressed. So we wanted to have separate meetings.
 But, as Monique said, the lesbian group never
 french red dyke
 Christine Delphy Monique Wit tig
 what happened?
 really got off. There was a malaise. It was very revealing that even to set up that group --it took a long time and was discussed at pub lic meetings?the idea that lesbians would meet separately met so much opposition from hetero sexual women. It was really very disturbing. We had to meet that, opposition and say you wouldn't object to unwed mothers meeting sep arately, so why us? It was very threatening to them. WITTIG: It was not only heterosexual women. A lot of lesbians as well. DELPHY: It was really homosexual guilt, "we don't want to alienate women." WITTIG: It is an important problem. Why don't we have a strong lesbian group in Paris? DELPHY: It's a problem in the English movement, in the American movement... WITTIG: No, it's not a problem in the American movement. <oob: In America, most of the radical feminist
 groups are mostly lesbian now. Is that true
 in France?
 DELPHY: Yes, I was going to say that . We tried to set up an all-lesbian group, but for some reason this group was always paralyzed. My own subjective feeling was that somehow I was bored. I don't know why. In fact, what happened over the years was the issue became less hot. I mean this conflict?heterosexual feminists being threatened by lesbians meeting separately be came much less hot. oob: When did that happen? DELPHY: It happened in '71, '72. Then what hap pened is that groups like Revolutionary Femi nists became increasingly made up of lesbians. This happened in two processes. A lot of women became lesbians, and a lot of heterosexual women left. WITTIG: In Revolutionary Feminists, some women said, we are all lesbian, why not announce that we are all lesbians, but then the resistance of some persons within the group made it im possible for us. The pretext was that we would cut off other women. But anyway we were cut.
 This was not a good reason for me. DELPHY The problem seemed to be decided because a lot of women became lesbians. But also there developed?but in a very informal, subtle way that was never made explicit?a lesbian ideol ogy within the group. Women in that group were
 supposed to be lesbians, or they were expected not to have relationships with men. So what
 happened was that heterosexual women did not talk anymore about their heterosexual problems. So since they didn't talk about it, it was as if they didn't have relationships with men. But they dropped out, which is not necessarily a good thing. The conf 1 ict was not solved. But nobody talked about it, there was no discussion, it was through a very subtle imposition of the idea that there was no problem, there were no heterosexuals, heterosexuals didn't have a space, they didn't have a space as heterosex
 uals anymore. WITTIG: What are you saying? I think that many lesbians in Paris are being oppressed by this process, which came down from the general leaders of the movement. Many women, I was not the only one. Many lesbians have wanted to have lesbian groups, but they couldn't do it. They've been prevented from doing it. DELPHY: Instead of being any kind of solution or transcendence, I think the problems were evaded. I'm not saying it was completely evaded --over the years there have been positive gains, but they have not been made explicit, but there's definitely been a chanqe.~ WITTIG: What change? DELPHY: I think the atmosphere of the movement is not the same in '79 as it was in '72. Back then, the radical feminists were mostly les bians and the socialist feminists were mostly heterosexual, although that wasn't acknowledged. But I know radical feminists that I work with who are heterosexual women.
 WITTIG: I've met French lesbian women travel ling in San Francisco who say the suppression of lesbians in French feminist groups is get ting worse and worse. One is working in a rape crisis center, one is working on abortion. They say you cannot say you are a lesbian. DELPHY: You cannot generalize from that. That's not my feeling. I go to movement meetings too.
 continued on next page
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interview
 french feminists continued from previous page
 WITTIG: They're not talking about general move ment meetings, they're involved in specific projects. DELPHY: We have to get the other side of the story, too. We have to hear both sides.
 WITTIG: Oh, Christine. You don't want to listen She said, "I felt oppressed." We have to listen to this oppression.
 DELPHY: I agree. I felt oppressed too. I'm
 saying it's changed, I'm not saying it's
 changed completely.
 WITTIG: The problem in Paris is huge. I don't understand why, because Paris is not a city where there are few lesbians.
 (At this point, Wittig had to leave.)
 heterosexuality is problem DELPHY: Of course there's repression. We still feel it. The problem is how one conceptualizes women and how one conceptualizes women's op pression. The problem that we face is hetero sexuality being dominant. The movement finds more and more oppression as it goes along. First, we don't feel oppressed, and then we do feel oppressed and then we feel more oppressed because the things we took for granted as part of life in fact are part of oppression.
 One of the things that's beginning to be
 questioned now is the definition of a woman. That's the problem with heterosexual women;
 they took for granted that which seems to be
 very oppressive, the definition that a woman is one who has sex with a man. They feel that lesbian oppression isn't part of women's op pression. They say, "We were born women, and we cannot help it, but you have chosen that."
 That's quite wrong, that it's normal to be heterosexual. This conception of women that heterosexuals have and that we have too is one
 of the main means of oppression.
 In America, there are lesbian groups. I'm not sure that the fundamental problem of what
 sexuality means is any more along than it is in other countries. It seems to me that the lesbian approach here is more in terms of civil
 rights. One of the reasons I dropped out of that
 lesbian group was that I realized that my prob lem wasn't homosexuality; my problem was het erosexuality. What I was interested in was see
 ing women question their heterosexuality, and I think this is starting to happen.
 For an update on changes in the abortion
 law in France, see p. 15.
 \ anna crusis women's choir
 F L. The following review was written by * Flo Hollis and Deborah Weiner of the D. C. IArea Feminist Chorus which will perform
 on January 19th at Women's Bite Out.
 ^ In 1974 when Catherine Roma, a feminist c music teacher in Philadelphia, was compiling \
 a choral history about women in America, she J became keenly aware of the need for a women's i choir. In a matter of months Anna Crusis was
 formed with approximately eighteen women. \ Their name comes from the Greek word for I upbeat, anakrousis. In the past five years the
 J choir has doubled in size, and the women have mastered historical folk and classical works
 2T in addition to a large repertory of popular j women's songs. 1 Anna Crusis' concert at Philadelphia's I First Unitarian Church on December 1 consisted n? of fifteen selections. Nine were tried-and r true songs fundamental to women's culture; | five were classical songs; and one was a piece 5 they commissioned. 8L All of the works on the first half of
 jjT the concert were composed by men, but each
 ^ provided a unique opportunity for vocal expres I si on. As one of their goals, Anna Crusis wants v to renew interest in music written specifically
 for women's voices?whether it's composed by men or women.
 | The Chansons madecasses by Maurice Ravel , \ Sing We and Chant It by Thomas Morley, and the fL Liebeslieder Waltzes by Johannes Brahms were 8** all sung capably. Anna Crusis' performance of % Randall Thompson's Alleluia and Chester Bis I cardi's Eurydice deserves special applause. 3 Alleluia is a standard in choral reper
 ?^ tories, but it is by no means easy. The con nected phrases are sung unaccompanied, and
 j expression of line and vocal blend of the I single lyric alleluia are its hidden challenges. It Without forcing, rushing or sacrificing tenpo
 m? or pitch accuracy, Anna Crusis competently jF sang its lush harmonies. The suspended hush in
 j| the hall at their conclusion was evidence that
 5 the audience had fully absorbed and appreciated 6 the work.
 Biscardi's Eurydice is "poetry about the % women's pont of view of the Orpheus legend, but I in broader terms it is the flowering awareness 3 of self," said Anna's conductor Catherine Roma.
 &l She went on to describe the music as "an expres sion of anger without lyrical melodies or famil
 j iar harmonies." And she warned that "the music I takes all your attention because it is full of K new sounds and anger is hard to hear."
 Biscardi used vocal slides, large intervals S and abrupt interruptions from the accompanying | instruments. Although Eurydice may be too dif 5 ferent for many people to accept easily, it was
 ^effective and ultimately, musically satisfying.
 w Anna Crusis is to be congratulated for prepar
 ing such a complex contemporary piece. After intermission the chorus emerged in
 their familiar yellow t-shirts, and Cathy Roma explained the second half of the concert would be less formal than the'first. They began with Kay Gardner's When We Made the Music. It is a beautiful song, and Anna performed it complete with English horn, violins, viola,cello, and piano accompaniment.
 Hay Una Mujer by Holly Near was sung next in an arrangement by Phyllis Kline. Most femin ists recognize this song about Chilian repres sion. Anna Crusis sang it with much compassion. Barbara Mi Hi ken handled all the solos.
 Following Ruthie Gordon's Voices from the Mountains, Anna Crusis turned the stage over to mime Gale Russo, who comically illustrated the pessimistic lyrics of Life is a Toil (life is a toil and love is a trouble and beauty will fade and riches will flee. Oh pleasures they dwindle and prices they double and nothing is as I would wish it to be). This song is a favorite of the chorus and their following, and it was fun to see and hear it expressed so animately among the 600 women at the concert
 Everyone continued to warm up with the choir as it launched into Bemice Reagon's They Are Falling and the infectious anthem, I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to be Free. Too soon the concert ended with the song of women's labor struggle Bread and Roses.
 The women in Anna Crusis swayed and smiled at us as they sang. Their thirty-six voices com municated a deep and comforting sense of commun ity as they sang about our political/personal struggles. It was a true pleasure to hear Anna Crusis sing.
 guinea-bissau continued from p. 13
 need to get married. Why should she have to
 get married. TJie traditional attitude, which is still strong, is that a woman is only a complete woman if she has a husband and a house and some children. Single women are looked dow>.
 upon. This is wrong.
 Maria is the only woman in the book who was given a fictitious name, at her request. It is still fairly dangerous to express such a need for independence from men, here,there, and everywhere.
 Obviously women are pushed around in Guinea-Bissau much as they are pushed around elsewhere, and it is about time books about the details of women's lives appeared. The only thing missing form this book is outrage at how these so-called revolutionaries treat women.
 by alice henry
 SSlly QGdfhdft continued from page 25
 think that the biggest growth that I've gone
 through is in realizing that all of those
 strands are still being worked together.
 SS: In your reading of science fiction, are there any particular authors that have either
 influenced you or . . .
 SG: I'm glad you asked that question I Joanna
 Russ, of course, because she's the one who
 begins to tie feminism with science fiction. Lizzie Lynn, but not so much through her writing as personally. Then of the boys?and it's most
 ly the boys who have influenced me since I've
 been a science fiction buff for a long time?I would place at the very top of the list Damon
 Knight. He's the only man that I find writing who's very careful not to be racist or sexist, and he has an incredible sensitivity to people who are different; he writes a lot about phys
 ically different people, and he writes a lot
 about violence, out of some deep moral commit
 ment he has to nonviolence. And his stories are wonderful and imaginative. Heinlein and
 Clarke and Bradbury and all of those, of
 course, I loved for what they were, even though they're so awful and violent.
 SS: And get into technology as a cure for everything.
 SG: Really. But I read them, and they influ enced me. I haven't really gotten into Tip tree, James Tiptree, yet, who is really a woman. I think I would point to Damon Knight as important, and I would also point to Tol kien. All of us got into Tolkien, I suppose, and I have often said that if I had ten books to take to a desert island, only ten, three of them would be the Tolkien trilogy.
 Two other people that I forgot to men tion, and they are women: One of them is Suzy McKee Charnas^, who's a straight woman in Albuquerque. She's got an Amazon, a lesbian consciousness if any woman does. The other one is Marion Zirnner Bradley.5 However non feminist I think that woman is, she writes a
 good story. She's coming out with a new one; she read a section of it, which I heard last
 spring at a science fiction conference, and it sounds like a women's consciousness raising group between lesbians and straight women. And The Shattered Chain?that's the one that I really liked, because it has the free Ama zons in it.
 I even enjoy reading Anne McCaffrey. I was real disappointed in The White Dragon and her later books, and she's so awful and hetero sexist in The Ship That Sang, but Dragonquest and Dragonflight are such good stories.
 Yes, I'm influenced by those works. My schlock reading is science fiction. I relax that way. I come in and I have twenty minutes between school and meetings sometimes, and instead of sleeping I read.
 footnotes 1. Sally's partner, colleague, and "best critic". 2. Sally appeared in the film Word Is Out; interviews from the film were collected into a book with the same title, which is avail able at most feminist and gay bookstores. 3. Sally supported the straight feminist candidate over gay Harry Britt in the Dis trict 5 supervisor race in San Francisco. 4. Author of Walk to the End of the World and Motherlines. 5. Also author of The Ruins of Isir, which is set on a matriarchal planet.
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