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Bonus Points
 10/13: Paradise Lost: Tales of Colonial Oppression and Resistance in Hawai’i, International Seminar Series presentation by Dr. Judy Rohrer. Event is free and open to the public, pizza and drinks will be provided. Bone Student Center, 3rd Floor East Lounge, 12-1 PM

Page 3
                        

Agenda
 Discussion on Feminism by Jennifer and Hillary
 Blogging on Lamott’s article on finding your writer voice.
 Looking at Methods sections of sample articles.
 Workshop on Methods section> Guided writing
 Mid-term informal course evaluation

Page 4
                        

Finding your own voice
 How do you define “voice” in writing? How do you discover your own voice as a writer?
 What does Lamott mean when she says “ We write to expose the unexposed. If there is one door in the castle you have been told not to go through, you must. Otherwise, you’ll just be rearranging furniture in rooms you’ve already been in…” (p. 198)

Page 5
                        

Looking at Methods sections
 In your groups, only read the methods section of your sample research article:
 What are the different data sources that the author is using for his/her research? Who are the participants? How many of them are there? What’s the context of the study? (i.e. setting)
 What do you notice about the author’s writing style? Do you see the writer’s voice? (Does s/he use personal pronouns?)

Page 6
                        

Methodology Workshop
 Filling out the Worksheet about Methodology section.

Page 7
                        

Agenda
 Sharing Methodology Papers with at least two classmates.
 Going over Interview Protocol
 Practice Interviews and write ups.
 Informal Course Evaluation

Page 8
                        

Interviews: some initial research activities
 As your participants’ permission for her or him to participate in this study. Remember this is a volunteer participation.
 Set the interview time and location with your participants (the people you will be investigating)
 Prepare your interview questions (what do you need to know?)
 Keep your questions open ended.
 Decide how to record your interviews

Page 9
                        

Living sources (Curious Researcher)
 “Most people no matter who they are love the attention of an interviewer, no matter who she is, particularly if what’s being discussed facilitates them both” (p.99)

Page 10
                        

Finding Experts and Non-Experts
 Check your academic and personal sources.
 Check the phone book.
 Ask your friends, family and instructors.
 Check Internet

Page 11
                        

Soliciting Participants
 Dear students,
 I am doing a research project on XXXX and interested in conducting interviews with people who have experienced XXXXX. Your participation is voluntary. If interested, please email me at XXXX

Page 12
                        

Conducting Interviews
 Interview people who can give you rich data.
 After soliciting participants, prepare for your interview questions. Make a list of specific questions.
 As you are constructing your questions, think back to your literature review exercise: What theories and ideas encountered in your reading would you like to ask your participant about?
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Soliciting participants
 Begin looking for participants
 Ask their permission to be a part of your study.
 a) Describe your study
 b) Describe the purpose
 c) Give your participants some information about the background.
 d) Schedule your Interviews
 e) Begin your interviews (USE A DIGITAL RECORDER TO RECORD YOUR INTERVIEWS)

Page 14
                        

Question categories
 Opening questions
 Could you please describe…?
 Can you tell me about…?
 Please discuss…
 I am interested in….What can you tell me about this subject?
 Follow-up Questions
 Really? How so? Can you elaborate on X point?
 Probing Questions
 Can you tell me more about…? Could you please give me an example…?

Page 15
                        

Tips!
 Avoid loaded questions: Do you think it is wrong to kill unborn babies? A REVISION: Do you support or oppose providing women the option to abort a pregnancy during the first twenty weeks?
 Avoid Vague Questions: Do you support or oppose the strict laws on illegal immigration? The policies on illegal immigration changed in the U.S. Today, we see that…. Still, many companies continue to employ illegal immigrants. Do you support or oppose this policy? (USE YOUR LITERATURE REVIEWS!)
 Avoid asking only close-ended questions: Is it morally wrong to bully?

Page 16
                        

Sample questions
 Curious Researcher page 103

Page 17
                        

Class Activity on Interview
 Find out what your classmate’s future academic plans. Research Question: What do college students plan to achieve after graduation in U.S.? What type of future plans do most college students have for their life after college?
 Come up with at least 5 polished questions that can best answer this large research question
 Conduct a 5 minutes long interview.
 After your interview, write one paragraph about your participant’s views/experiences on spring break.

Page 18
                        

Assignments
 Readings for Discussion # 5
 Related to Discussion on Homophobia: Watch Joel Burns as he shares his powerful story:
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ax96cghOnY4
 Begin your data collection arrangements
 Bring your Interview/Survey questions to class on Tuesday
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